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Hi Everyone! 
 
Welcome to the slightly belated March issue of the Band’s 
monthly newsletter. This month will see the first public 
performance by the Band in 2026 as they take part in the Regional 
Championships being held in Stevenage on Sunday 22nd March.  
 
The Band has been working hard on the Test Piece and is 
determined to give a good performance on the day. Inside this 
issue you will hopefully find out everything you need to know 
about the contest.  A full report on the day’s activities will appear 
in the April edition of the newsletter. 
 
On the same day our near neighbours and friends at Olney Brass 
will be competing in the 2nd Section and we wish them well. 
 
Looking further forward there are some interesting engagements 
announced for the Spring/Summer season and a list of these 
appears inside this issue.  
 
I thank Chas for his contribution this month. If you would like to 
send me something for inclusion in future editions this will be 
gratefully received. 
 
 
Sarah-Jayne 

    A Little Message From The Editor…. 
 
Surprise! There is a March issue of The Bugle after all!!! 
 
As some of you are aware, my son had an accident at school just over a week ago and sustained a fractured 
Femur. 
He was only released from hospital late in the evening on the 3rd March. 
 
Many of you are also aware that my son has Autism and is minimally speaking, so it’s been a very challenging 
time for us all of late! 
 
Whilst myself and my family are adjusting to our “new norm”, I just wanted to ask everyone to bear with me. 
The Bugle may not be of it’s usual standard and it may not be released on the 1st of the month like I aim for it to 
be, but rest assure I will try my hardest to get one out to you at some point every month! 
 
Many Thanks! 

Sarah-Jayne x 
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Thank you to all the members of the band for their hard work on the regional competition test piece so 
far.  I think we have all realised now that the tempos are not quite as fast as we thought or as per the 
recordings.  It is important that we keep working hard, listen and adhere to Brian’s instructions for the 
coming weeks and during the contest performance. 
 
The Band Trustees had their annual meeting at the beginning of February which I joined and 
chaired.  Regrettably Steph has stepped down as a Trustee for similar reasons as stepping down as 
Chair.  Prior to that Lucy Davies had already stepped down as a Trustee as well as being a committee 
member. As a partial replacement for both Lucy and Steph, I have agreed to become a Trustee.  The 
Trustees role is to oversee the running of the band now we are a registered charity.  When we became a 
charity all the committee members at the time became Trustees, so it was easy to comply with the charity 
rules.  Now the Trustees and the members of the committee are significantly different although all the 
Trustees attend the committee meetings.  To that end as per the Charity Constitution the Trustees have 
delegated the day to day running of the band to the committee and the Trustees will have an annual review 
each February and extraordinary meetings if required. It was also decided that the committee and the band 
will be run to the old band constitution as much as possible.  Although, it was noted at the meeting that 
this rather old constitution should be reviewed and rewritten. The Trustees delayed this review until 2027 
due to the workload on the committee at present regarding the 125th anniversary. 
 
I am still in discussion with Joe regarding our commission and we have targeted a draft version of his 
composition to be available soon after the contest towards the end of March and the final draft to be 
available mid-April, to give the band time to rehearse the march for a premiere at the Gala Concert on the 
23rd of May. 
 
Preparations for the Gala Concert are still progressing.  Our guest soloist has advised the pieces he wishes 
to play, and the additional music has been purchased.  We are also drawing up a list of invited guests both 
local dignitaries and past members of the band. 
 
The other 125th Anniversary projects are being discussed and moved forward by the committee.  These 
include other concerts including a potential open-air concert at the New Bradwell windmill in the summer, 
photography documenting our anniversary year and the possible video documentary.  Also, we will be 
joining both St James Church and the Windmill Renovation Project at their heritage days. 
 
If you have any comments or questions on the above or anything else regarding the band, please speak to 
me or any member of the committee. 
 
 
Thanks, 

Tug (Chairman) 

From The Chair 
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The London & Southern Counties Regional Committee have announced an entry of 77 bands for the 2026 
Regional Championships at Stevenage Arts & Leisure Centre over the weekend of 21st and 22nd  March. 
Two bands will qualify for the Championship Section Royal Albert Hall final, with appropriate qualification 
in the other sections depending on the number of competing bands. 
This year the lower sections finals have been relocated from Cheltenham to York and will be held over the 
week-end of 19th and 20th September. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Due to the large number of entries all sections apart from the Championship will have a split draw to 
determine the order of play. This is a sensible measure taken to avoid all of the Bands arriving at the same 
time and makes travel planning a slightly easier.  
 
Bradwell Silver Band will be competing in the Third Section which has 17 entrants. This is to take place in 
the Main Concert Hall. The first draw for order of play will be made at 9:45 a.m. with the second draw at 
11:00  a.m. with the band drawn number one commencing play at 11:00 a.m. Bradwell have been advised 
by the organisers that we will be in the second draw.  
———————————————————————————————————————————————- 

The Bands 

Area Contest 2026 

Betteshanger Colliery M. West 

Bradwell Silver B. Keech 

Chichester City A. Hughes 

Cobham B. Miller 

Cold Ash Brass I. Walshaw 

Epping Forest K. Schroeter 

Fairlop Brass K. Jordan 

Godalming J. Haigh 

Great Yarmouth C. Swaep 

Hangleton R. Baker 

Hemel Hempstead D. Shave 

Hungerford Town T. Crouter 

Jubilee Brass (Oxford) C. Sadler 

Simon Langton Brass D. Lockwood 

Tadley Concert Brass P. Chapman 

Watford I. Graves 

Yiewsley & West Drayton C. Cole 
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The London and Southern Counties area covers  Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Cambridgeshire, Channel Islands, East Sussex, Essex, Greater London, Hertfordshire, Kent, Norfolk, 
Oxfordshire, Suffolk, Surrey and  West Sussex. 
 
The entry list is very similar to that of last year with 13 of the same bands. The newcomers to the section 
are Chichester City and Epping Forest who have dropped down from the second section whilst Watford 
and Betteshanger Colliery have been promoted from the 4th section.  
 
Norfolk has one representative with Great Yarmouth who face the greatest distance to travel of all today’s 
entrants. 
 
The Greater London area has entries from three bands. Epping Forest, Yiewsley & West Drayton, and 
Fairlop who have just been relegated.    
 
 East Sussex has one representative in Hangleton and West Sussex one with Chichester City.  
 
Berkshire will be providing two bands. Hungerford Town and Cold Ash and Kent also have two with 
Betteshanger Colliery and Simon Langton Brass.  
 
Oxfordshire have Jubilee Brass, Hertfordshire has two Bands, Watford and Hemel Hempstead while 
Bradwell represent Buckinghamshire. 
 
Surrey have Cobham (last year’s 4th Section Champions) and Godalming.  
 
The odd one out is Tadley who are actually based in Hampshire which is in the West of England region. 
However they have been allowed to compete in the London & Southern Region as they previously 
rehearsed just across the county border in Berkshire.  
 
I am sure all of the Bands have been working hard on rehearsing the test piece and we hope that they all 
perform to the best of their abilities on the day.  
———————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

The Test Piece 
 
Three Haworth Impressions by Gordon Langford is a three movement suite which conjures up musical 

imagery of the area of Yorkshire where the Bronte sisters were born.  
 
The first movement is “Top Withens” and inspired by the atmosphere of “Wuthering Heights”. 
The sinister opening motif symbolises the influence of the evil Heathcliffe, Soon this motif experiences 
several changes of character in order to portray emotions other than those of hatred and jealousy. The 
overall mood is, however, one of gloom and foreboding. 

Area Contest 2026 
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Movement 2 is “The Three Bells” a reference to the pseudonyms adopted by Ann, Charlotte and Emily 
Bronte. The music begins with three “bell”-notes; Ab for Acton Bell, Cb for Currer Bell and Eb for Ellis Bell, 
and these three notes form the basis of a wistful waltz tune. Again the mood is rather sombre — save for a 
brighter middle section — and the opening motif from “Top Withens” is to be heard, again symbolising the 
frustrations and ill-fortune by which their lives were plagued. 
 
The final movement is “The Worth Valley Railway” and a celebration of the victory of the people of 
Haworth in their fight to retain their railway. The nine-eight rhythm of a slow train is prominent, and our 
once-sombre motif is transformed into a triumphant fanfare. 
———————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 
The Composer 
 
Gordon Langford was an English composer, arranger and performer. He is well known for his brass band 

compositions and arrangements. He was also a composer of choral and orchestral music, winning an Ivor 
Novello award for best light music composition for his March from the Colour Suite in 1971.  
 
Langford was born in Edgware, Middlesex in May 1930 as Gordon Maris Colman. His father was a precision 
toolmaker. He was a precocious child, beginning piano lessons aged five. At nine, one of his compositions 
received a public performance. He attended Bedford Modern School and he went on to win a scholarship 
to the Royal Academy of Music where he studied piano and composition with Norman Demuth. It was 
Demuth who suggested that he should change his surname or use a pseudonym. Hence, he changed his 
name to become Gordon Colman Langford. 
 
In 1951, during his army service with the Royal Artillery Band, he made his first BBC broadcast as a solo 
pianist. After leaving the army, he worked with seaside orchestras, a touring opera company and as a ship's 
musician, but it was during the 1960s he came to prominence as a pianist, arranger and composer on BBC 
programmes such as Music in the Air, Melody around the World and Ronnie Barker's Lines From My 
Grandfather's Forehead. In later life he lived in East Devon, mainly composing but occasionally appearing in 
recordings, concerts and broadcasts.  
 
In 2011 he was nominated for a Fellowship of the Royal Academy of Music (FRAM) by the Governing Body 
of the Academy. He died in April 2017. 
———————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

The Adjudicators 

 
It is now established that two adjudicators are used for each section at the area contest. This year the 
Third Section will have Steven Mead and Andrea Price. 

Area Contest 2026 
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Andrea Price is a graduate of Salford University, where she was awarded a First Class Honours degree 

and a distinction in a Masters Degree in composition, as well as earning the Mortimer prize for 
performance. 
 
During her playing career, she has performed at the highest level, including a 10 year tenure as Principal 
Percussionist and featured soloist of the Black Dyke Band, where she also composed music performed by 
many of the band’s soloists, including Sheona White and Gary Curtin.  
Her list of musical achievements also include, being one of the youngest people to ever achieve a place at 
the prestigious Chetham’s School of Music, reaching the percussion final of the BBC Young Musician of the 
Year competition and becoming the first female conductor of the Mikeneko Band in Japan.  
Alongside her conducting, Andrea is a well-sought-after adjudicator and an examiner of composition for 
the AQA exam board. Her most recent career achievement is becoming the Head of Lower School at 
Chetham’s School of Music and being appointed Musical Director at the famous Wingates Band.  
Andrea was one of the adjudicators at the 2023 Test piece: Chorale and Toccata (Bulla)  
 

Steven Mead is a professional solo performer who continues to break new ground with over 75 solo 

performances a year following on from the successes he achieved as a member of several of the UK’s 
leading brass bands. He is also well known and respected by his high profile work in brass pedagogy. He is 
the Professor of Euphonium the Royal Northern College of Music and also at teaches at several specialist 
schools across Europe and in Japan. He was given the award of Fellow of the RNCM. 
Steven played with the Sun Life Band, Desford Colliery Band, GUS and CSW Glasgow Bands in his UK 
banding career, achieving the total of four national championship trophies, as well as European trophies, 
with the Desford Band. Since 1992, he has been Principal Euphonium, with the Brass Band of Battle Creek 
(USA). 
 
He has made over 120 recordings, many of them winning national and International awards. 
Steven has also commissioned in the region of 350 new works many of which are recorded and published. 
He was Artistic Director of the Jeju International Wind Ensemble Festival in South Korea (2013-2019). As 
well as his pioneering work in performing and education, Steven brings a wealth of experience as an 
adjudicator, having adjudicated National Championships in Australia, Belgium, Netherlands, Norway, 
Sweden and North America, as well as at the British Open, Spring Festival, Regional Championships, 
National Youth Championships and European Youth Championships. 
 
Steven is passionate about adjudication and has a keen interest in adjudicating systems, as many people 
will be familiar with. 
 
Steven appeared as a special guest soloist with the Bradwell Silver Band in a concert at the Stantonbury 
Theatre in 2006. 

Area Contest 2026 
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Taken from Joe Galuska’s Facebook page. Joe is a former member of the Band who is now making a name 
for himself composing and conducting a wide and varied range of musical groups in the West Country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’m absolutely thrilled to share that I’ve been commissioned to write a new march, “The Bradellite”, for the 
historic Bradwell Silver Band as part of their 125th anniversary celebrations! 
 
This band was my first ever, the one that got me into banding and music as a whole, so I have so much to 
thank them for — which makes this commission all the more poignant. 
 
The Bradwell Silver Band is one of the oldest brass bands in the world, performing continuously since 1901, 
even through the world wars, and famous for their unique tradition of playing on Christmas Day at 6 am for 
the people of New Bradwell — a ritual that has carried on for over a century. 
 
A huge thank you to conductor Brian Keech, chair, Dave ‘Tug’ Wilson, and the whole committee for entrusting 
me with this incredible honour. Alongside my march, the brilliant Alan Fernie has also been commissioned to 
write “Echoes of St James”, and “The Bradellite” will receive its world premiere later this year. I’m so proud to 
contribute to this remarkable legacy of community, resilience, and music-making. 
 

Joe is quite a character and this is a photo of him taken with the Band at Stony Stratford in 2009. 

Another New Composition 

https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZZHxG9sERTOH0usDtOy5hJPiHZoWYjVWdn-TM_f7_fwO5Hv8ITUlpZ4GOJLmOR9aOq8bXuHqJCnuO3EBQPmfyilu2jI3hNbK6sxbghX_Y8nj20aBAimR3ncD0LOUWI84jOOlPNHglhtR6rGqAqev_sOWeJT0GfIiFdDtFhR1NcuoQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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From The Archive! 

FROM THE ARCHIVE – 

  

IS THIS BRADWELL UNITED BRASS BAND? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Last month’s article included this photo from the IBEWi archive [reproduced here with permission]. 
It is labelled simply Band, Wolverton 1905 and shows an unidentified band in their everyday clothes 
playing in Wolverton. Is it the Bradwell United Brass band? If so it would be the earliest photo of the band 
we know of.  
 

In 1905 the Bradwell band did not have a uniform which would 
explain their ordinary street clothes. Note also that the person we 
assume to be the bandmaster, standing in the centre of the circle 
of players [wearing a tie and a bowler hat], is a trombonist, as was 
William Hardwick, who was then bandmaster of the Bradwell 
band. There is also a resemblance to a 1908 photo of Hardwick: 
the photo far right is William Hardwick in 1908, taken from a 
photo of the band in their newly purchased first uniforms, the 
nearer photo is the bandmaster in the 1905 picture.  

Is it just a “passing resemblance” or could it me the same person?  
There is not enough evidence to say definitely that the 1905 

photograph is of the Bradwell United Brass Band, or even that the 
bandmaster is William Hardwick - but it is a tempting thought! 
 

Chas 

———————————————————————————————————————————
iInternet Bandsman's Everything Within [http://www.ibew.org.uk/about.html] is an online archive/resource of 

material and information relating to the history of brass bands, including papers, publications, vintage recordings, 

and historical photos of band and individuals.   
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—————————————————————————-- 

Forthcoming Engagements 
 

Playing members are reminded that they should use Muzodo to indicate their availabilty.  
 
If you have any questions about engagements or your availability, please speak with Sam as engagement secretary, 
Gareth as co-secretary, Brian or your section leader as appropriate. 
The earlier Sam and Gareth know deps are needed the better. Of course, if you can provide your own deputy that really 
helps but we know that some of us don’t have a ready list of contacts making this difficult.  
Please remember everyone is valuable, any missing part impacts on the performance, making deps important for all. 
 
If you have any problems accessing Muzodo let us know (Sam & Steph).  As administrators they can re-set passwords 
and add in responses on your behalf. 
 

 Sunday 22nd March         Area Contest Stevenage   All Day 
 Saturday 25th April         Spring Concert St. James New Bradwell              7:30 p.m 
 Monday 4th May             May Day At The Mill                                                
 Monday 11th May           Fundraiser Quiz 
 Saturday 23rd May          125th Anniversary Concert  
 Saturday 6th June            Newport Pagnell Vintage Day 
 Sunday 14th June           Bands On The Green Bletchley 
 Sunday 26th July              St. James Patronal Service 
 Sunday 16th August        St. James Open Air Concert 

Contacts 

Chairperson: David Wilson chairman@bradwellband.co.uk 

 

Co-Secretaries: Sam Allen 

Gareth Mitchell 

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk 

Quartermaster: Robin Allen - 

Treasurer: Karen Wilson treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk 

Librarian: Chey Wilson - 

Press Officer: VACANT - 

Musical Director: Brian Keech md@bradwellband.co.uk 

Webmaster Luke Wilson lukewilsonmk@btinternet.com 

Newsletter Editor Sarah-Jayne Edwards  sj.bsb.bugle@gmail.com  

Committee: Dave Sanderson - 


