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Hi Everyone! 
 
Welcome to the December edition of the Band’s monthly newsletter 
and the final one for 2025. 
 
November saw the Band leading the parade at the annual 
Remembrance Sunday in New Bradwell, a report on this follows. The 
Band held its Annual General Meeting on 13th November and I am 
waiting for a report of this. 
 
There are now just 24 more sleeps left until Christmas Day and the 
Band is looking forward to contributing to the Festive spirit by 
performing at a number of engagements over the coming weeks. There 
are four contrasting concerts for the Band to look forward to. The first 
is a joint performance with Harmonize, the choir of the Two Mile Ash 
School followed by the concert in St. James Church which also 
features the Development Group, the annual collaboration with the 
Newport Pagnell Singers and finally the more informal concert in the 
side club. There are also a couple of other engagements plus the street 
carolling which means a busy month ahead for our playing members. 
Details on all of these can be found inside this issue and reports will 
appear in the New Year edition of the Bugle.  
 
I thank Chas, Steph and Helen for their contributions to this issue.  
Please make it one of your New Year’s resolutions to let me have a few 
paragraphs or photographs I can use to fill out these pages in the 
months to come.    
 
May I wish you and all those you hold dear a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Peaceful New Year 
 

Sarah-Jayne 

ColleCtors Wanted! 
 
We would like to ask if there anyone who would like to help us out collecƟng with other ‘Santa’s liƩle helpers', even if 
it for just one evening, going around knocking on doors, taking donaƟons and collecƟng on behalf of Bradwell Silver 
Band while the band plays in the streets? We are a jolly bunch and all we ask is that you dress warmly (Santa hats 
opƟonal), are over 16 years old and happy to shake a bucket. 
 
Our carolling sessions are as follows:- 

1. Thursday 11th Dec  New Bradwell Carols (meet at New Bradwell School car park) 18.45pm - 21.00pm 
2. Tuesday  16th Dec   Bradville Carols (meet at Halley’s Comet pub, Bradwell Rd) 18.45pm - 21.00pm 
3. Sat 20th Dec     Stony Straƞord (Cofferidge Close, High Street) – two sessions 9.15am - 11.00am and 

11.00am - 12.30pm. 
4. Wednesday Tuesday 24th Dec New Bradwell (meet in New Bradwell School car park) 18.45pm - 21.00pm 

 

If you feel you would like to help please contact the band’s secretary email secretary@bradwellband.co.uk and join 
our band at this lovely Ɵme of year, it’ll be much appreciated. 
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I wanted to share an update with you all. I recently shared my wish to step down as Chair of the Bradwell 
Band CommiƩee. This wasn’t an easy decision, especially as we head into our exciƟng 125th anniversary 
year. However, increasing personal and work commitments mean I can’t give the role the Ɵme and 
aƩenƟon it deserves, and that wouldn’t be fair to the band or my own expectaƟons. 
 
When I accepted the role back in 2019, my goal was to help bring posiƟve change and strengthen the 
CommiƩee’s structure and processes. Over the years, we’ve achieved so much together, and I’m proud to 
say we now have a fantasƟc team dedicated to the success and future of our organisaƟon. 
 
At the 2025 AGM, there were no volunteers to take on the role, so I agreed to conƟnue. But I’m delighted 
to announce that, following an Extraordinary Vote on Wednesday 26th November, the CommiƩee has 
accepted my resignaƟon and appointed David Wilson as our new Chairperson with immediate effect. David 
brings a wealth of experience in band management and, with 50 years as a Bradwell Silver Band member, 
truly understands what’s best for us. I’m confident the band will thrive under his leadership. 
 
I’ll sƟll be part of the CommiƩee and will conƟnue helping with posters and programmes as usual. David 
has my full support as he leads us into our anniversary celebraƟons and beyond. 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported me throughout my Ɵme as Chair—from introducing new policies 
and navigaƟng the challenges of Covid, to seeing our organisaƟon grow stronger year aŌer year. I’m proud 
to leave the role knowing the band is in a great place, and I’m excited to see what’s next under David and 
the CommiƩee. 
 

Steph 

Thank You! - Steph Chappell 
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Sunday 9th November 
Remembrance Sunday Parade and Service 
New Bradwell 
 
Remembrance Sunday is held in the United Kingdom as a day to commemorate the contribuƟon of BriƟsh 
and Commonwealth military and civilian personnel who lost their lives in conflict. It is always held on the 
second Sunday of November, the nearest to the date of the ArmisƟce of 11th November which is the 
anniversary of the end of hosƟliƟes in 1918 of the Great War. It is marked by ceremonies big and small 
throughout the country as people gather at the local war memorials to remember the sacrifices made by 
so many. 
 
Locally organised by the New Bradwell and District Branch of the BriƟsh Legion, the Bradwell Silver Band 
has long had the privilege to be asked to play a part in this tradiƟonal observance.  
  
On a dry and mild for the Ɵme of year aŌernoon, the Band formed up at the school and marched down to 
the Corner Pin playing “The Cross of Honour” to take up posiƟon at the head of the parade.  
 
Other uniformed organisaƟons then formed up behind and the command to march off was given. The 
Band led the parade on to the Newport Road to take up the usual posiƟon around the Clock Tower. 
Following the Band were the Standard Bearers of the BriƟsh Legion, members of the local Sea Cadets, 
veterans and members from other youth uniformed groups.  
 
The service at the Clock Tower was led by Reverend Phil Dunning, BapƟst Minister in the Stantonbury 
Ecumenical Partnership and aŌer an introducƟon Church Warden Graham Crisp read out the names of the 
local men who lost their lives in the service of their country. The long list of names make you realise just 
how many young men from the area were killed during the Great War and one can only imagine the grief 
this must have caused in the local community, 

Engagement Report 
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The familiar exhortaƟon “We Will Remember Them” was read out and the standards were lowered as the 
Band’s Principal Cornet David Wilson sounded “Last Post”. AŌer an appropriate period of silence he then 
played “Reveille”.  The Band played “Supreme Sacrifice” as the first wreath was laid by the Mayor of Milton 
Keynes, Councillor James Lancaster. He was followed by representaƟves of other local organisaƟons which 
included a wreath laid on behalf of the Band by our President. Other wreathes were laid by The BriƟsh 
Legion, TS Whaddon Milton Keynes Sea and Royal Marine Cadets, , New Bradwell Sports AssociaƟon, 
Stantonbury Social Club, The Brownies and Thames Valley Police.     
 
AŌer closing prayers and a blessing the Band played two verses of the NaƟonal Anthem to conclude that 
the act of remembrance. The parade reformed and the Band led the procession to the Church playing the 
tradiƟonal “BriƟsh Legion March”. The parade was brought to a halt in Church Street and dismissed. This 
year there was no service held in the Church because over the last couple years despite the good turnout 
at the Clock Tower and the impressive parade few people stayed on to aƩend the service.    
 
We had 28 of our own players on the march and they made an impressive sound as they made their way 
around the streets.  We thank Ron and Sami for acƟng as marshals on our march to the Clock Tower.   
 
One of our members who was especially busy during the various Remembrance services taking part 
around Milton Keynes was principal cornet player David “Tug” Wilson. On the 8th November he played at 
Bradwell Village Memorial Hall in the morning and at MK Lightning Ice Hockey stadium in the evening. 
On the 9th as well as playing at New Bradwell he played in the Market Square at Olney.  
Tuesday 11th November he was at the Milton Keynes Council Parade at the Rose, Campbell Park following 
by visits to Barchester Ashby House Care Home and Lovat Fields ReƟrement Village. The last engagement 
was on Saturday 15th November which was Armed Forces Day at the Milton Keynes Dons Stadium prior to 
their home game against Salford. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keith played on the Sunday morning at the Castlethorpe Village Memorial, something he has done for over 
30 years. On the 11th he represented the Band at the New Bradwell School Act of Remembrance. This is 
held with all the children and staff from the school gathered around the Clock Tower. There were poetry 
readings from year 6 students and the whole school sang a song about poppies.  The oldest and youngest 
pupils currently at the school jointly laid a wreath. 
 
Other members involved in playing “Last Post “ this year were Oliver who played at Whaddon and Steph 
who switched instruments to play at her place of work.  

Engagement Report 
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Remembrance weekend is always an important Ɵme in our family’s calendar. As some of you will know, 
Darren is a veteran having served in the Royal Marines Band Service and my daughter Pippa is serving in 
the Royal Navy. We parƟcularly remember the eleven musicians, who were killed on the 22nd September 
1989 when the IRA planted a bomb at the Royal Marines School of Music in Deal where Darren was based. 
 
This year remembrance weekend was marked in a very unique way. Recently Darren has been playing in 
the Guards AssociaƟon Band and I was invited to a rehearsal on the promise of lunch at the Union Jack 
Club aŌerwards…….however, on arriving I was given a trumpet (despite my protestaƟons) and told to play 
the third trumpet part! To my surprise, they asked me to play at the drumhead remembrance service at 
The Royal Hospital, Chelsea for the in-pensioners, and so the weekend began on Friday with this service. It 
was a real privilege to be able to play at this special event and aŌerwards meet many of the pensioners, 
including 100 year old Tony, whose trumpet I had been given to play at my first rehearsal. 
 
Saturday saw the alarm going off at 4:30am and waving Darren off as he needed to be at the Royal Albert 
Hall by 8:00am to get through accreditaƟon and security for the Royal BriƟsh Legion FesƟval of 
Remembrance. Darren is a member of The Central Band of the Royal BriƟsh Legion under the direcƟon of 
Captain David Cole MVO OBE RM who was also Darren’s Director of Music while he was in training at Deal. 
Captain Cole has been the Legion’s musical director for more than twenty years and is also the MD for the 
FesƟval of Remembrance with much of the music you hear being his arrangements. As such The Central 
Band’s fanfare team were asked to take part and Darren was asked to play the bass fanfare trumpet. 
Darren’s last appearance at the FesƟval of Remembrance was 35 years ago with the Royal Marines Band 
Service and this exciƟng opportunity meant I spent ninety minutes glued to the television trying to spot 
him (just like years ago!). A long day with a dress rehearsal at 9:30am, an aŌernoon performance at 
2:00pm and an evening performance at 7:00pm with the King and Queen in aƩendance. The majority of 
the coverage on the BBC is recorded during the aŌernoon performance so by the Ɵme I was trying to find 
him on the TV, the evening performance had finished and he was on his way home. 
 
Sunday saw us off out again, this Ɵme going to Epsom for the Central Band’s annual remembrance concert. 
At the end of the Second World War, some recently discharged members of the Home Guard decided that 
they wanted to conƟnue playing music together and were invited to rehearse in a room at the Epsom 
Royal BriƟsh Legion club, and this is where today’s Central Band grew from. A brilliant concert including a 
Ɵme for remembrance and reflecƟon, and a wide variety of music that also included pieces arranged by 
one of the original members eighty years ago. 
 
All in all, a very special weekend and both of us were humbled to have been a part of it all.  

Remembrance Weekend 2025 - Helen Smith 
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From The Archive! 

FROM THE ARCHIVE – 
As we look forward to our 125th Anniversary, this series delves into the band’s archive for stories about its 
early history. 
  

GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS PAST 
 
It is generally known that the Band has a Christmas tradition of playing carols around New Bradwell that 
began when the band was founded in 1901: the minutes for 9th January 1902 record that £10-3-0 had been 
collected over Christmas.  
 
Chris Bissell, who joined the band in 1907 recalls:  

At Christmas the band sets out at five o’ clock in the morning to parade the village. We used 
to carry oil lamps on our shoulders. Later two chaps carried large carbide lamps, there used 
to be whisky for the men when we reached the pubs. The boys had milk at Norman’s Farm. 
[taken from Stantonbury Album (1976) BSB 2024-204] 

 

The tradition continued through both world wars, though the 
1939/45 war was particularly difficult and it was probably 
only because of the young learners coming through into the 
band that the tradition survived unbroken. There are a few 
specific mentions in the Minutes book for this period: it is 
recorded that the band went out three times over Christmas 
1940 and in 1941 they started caroling on 14th December. In 
1945 [by which time the war was over] the band went out 
fourteen times. 
 
The practice of sharing the money collected between band 
members continued into the 1970s but was done on a strict 
formula based on how many times each player had 
participated in the caroling. The accounts sheet for 1969 
survives in the archive – a total £31-6sh-6d [worth about 
£640 today] was shared with each player receiving 11/10d 
for each turn-out and the collectors 7/6d.  
 
 

 

The band even produced its own book of Christmas carols.  Unfortunately the 
book is not dated but as it is titled “Bradwell Silver Band” it must be post-1954. 
In fact it must be 1964 or later as it includes Do You Hear What I Hear, which 
was only written in 1962 and popularised when Bing Crosby recorded it  
for Christmas 1963.  

The band carolling in 1940s [probably 
1946/49] 

Book of Carols 
[BSB Archive 

BSB 2024-259] 
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Playing carols at 6.00am on Christmas morning was not universally popular, in 1988 there was a 
complaint about the noise to the Police who advised the band to play a few decibels quieter [a 
difficult matter when nobody had a sound meter handy]. The incident made the local press which 
resulted in a series of letters from residents supporting the tradition. To be fair a Police spokesman 
commented: 
 

We had to respond to the complaint, The officers concerned much appreciated the carols: 
they thought they were very nice. 
[Press cutting in scrapbook – BSB Archive BSB 2024-199b] 
 

The complainant was never identified. Though the general suspicion was that it was somebody new to the 
area and unaware of the tradition, it may equally have been somebody who had just finished a night shift or 
had made a rather heavy night of Christmas Eve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Another tradition for many years was the Christmas Prize Draw. For the first Draw in 1902 six thousand 
tickets were printed the twelve proposed prizes [from first to last] were: a turkey, a goose, a couple of 
ducks, a couple of fowl, a hare, a bottle of whiskey, a bottle of rum, a box of cigars, a hansome pipe, a 
bushel of potatoes, a couple of rabbits. A pound of tea. The draw was made on the 20th December and the 
winners were given vouchers to purchase the prize from a nominated local tradesman. Mrs Wylie and Miss 
Bessy Kemp drew the tickets while Mr Wylie and Mr Dudley acted as judges.  
 
In 1930 the first prize was a goose, paid for from Band funds, donations for other prizes included: two 
bottles of Port, two half-bottles of whisky, a bottle of wine, a hundred cigarettes, a pound of chocolate and 
a joint of beef. 
 
It seems to have been an annual event, though in 1921, at the committee meeting on 17th November, the 
decision about a Draw was deferred until after Christmas and does not seem to have been raised again. In 
1922 it was decided not to have a Draw at all. One problem is that the Draw was not always mentioned in 
the committee minutes and sometimes only in passing, for example the only reference to the 1920 Draw is 
that it would be run by Mr Emerton and Mr Crane, and in 1925 that the Draw would be run on the same 
terms as last year. It is likely that it was often left to a more informal sub-committee to organise and run it. 

From The Archive! 

The original 
press report of 
the incident 
on Christmas 
morning, 
1988. 

Probably from 
the Milton 
Keynes Citizen 
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Even so the Christmas Draw seems to have been a major fund raiser.  In 1919 the Draw Tickets and Social 
Evening brought in £27, about 10% of the total income for that year, in 1927 it raised £22 of the £69 
income [about 31%] and in 1929 it contributed £23 of a total income of £59 [39%]. In the 1950s the Draw 
money was paid into the band’s “Uniform Account” rather than its general fund. In 1955 the band had a 
total income of £755 of which £197 was in the General Fund and £558 in the Uniform Fund. That year 
65,000 draw tickets were sold with a profit of £399 – over half the total income for the year.  
 
It is unclear from the records when the Christmas Draw was dropped. It is likely that at some point it was 
decided that the time and cost outweighed the return but so far I have not found a reference to a formal 
decision.  The accounts for 1978 show that income from ticket sales was just £146 while the cost of 
printing was £88. However, it does not specify what the ticket sales were for so it may or may not have 
been the Christmas Draw at all. 
 
Merry Christmas! 
Chas Leslie 
—————————————————————————-- 
 

Christmas Wordsearch 

From The Archive! 

C L D S T N E S E R 

A W Q Z X V D R J M 

R G R P F C K E M Y 

O T S E A H L E I U 

L D F Q A W S D S I 

S A N T A T X N T Z 

H L N V F Y H I L Q 

Z M O U T R F E E H 

K Q Z X R B Y R T J 

T I N S E L N P O A 

P 

G 

N 

I 

K 

C 

O 

T 

S 

W 

G I N G E R B R E A D 

CAROLS 

GINGERBREAD 

MISTLETOE 

PRESENTS 

REINDEER 

Just for fun… 
 
Can you find the 10 Christmas–themed Words? 

SANTA 

STOCKING 

TINSEL 

TREE 

WREATH 
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Playing member are reminded that they should use Muzodo to indicate their availability.  
 
If you have any quesƟons about engagements or your availability, please speak with Sam as engagement 
secretary, Gareth as co-secretary, Brian or your secƟon leader as appropriate. 
The earlier Sam and Gareth know deps are needed the beƩer. Of course, if you can provide your own deputy that 
really helps but we know that some of us don’t have a ready list of contacts making this difficult.  
Please remember everyone is valuable, any missing part impacts on the performance, making deps important for 
all. 
 If you have any problems accessing Muzodo let us know (Sam & Steph).  As administrators they can re-set 
passwords and add in responses on your behalf. 
 
 
 
 
 Wednesday 3rd December      Two Mile Ash Christmas Concert  
      Tickets only available from TMA School 
 

 Saturday 6th December           St. James Christmas Concert 
      See poster for Ɵcket informaƟon 
 

 Thursday 11th December         Street Carolling New Bradwell 
 

 Saturday 13th December         Newport Pagnell Singers Christmas Concert 
      See poster for Ɵcket informaƟon 
 

 Sunday 14th December            Roman Crown (BancroŌ) Carols (small group) 
 

 Tuesday 16th December           Street Carolling Bradville 
 

 Friday 19th December               North Crawley Church (small group) 
 

 Saturday 20th December          Carolling Stony Straƞord High Street  am 
 

 Saturday 20th December          Carols at the Mill  pm 
 

 Sunday 21st December              Side Club Christmas Concert   
      See poster for Ɵcket informaiton 
 

 Wednesday 24th December      Street Carolling New Bradwell 
 

 Christmas Day                            Street Carolling New Bradwell & Bradville 

Forthcoming Engagements 
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Wednesday 3rd  December  TMA Concert 
Venue: Shenley Brook End School  
Timings 7.30pm - 9.15pm 
Uniform: Full Uniform (Bow Ties/Deadbats) 
 
Thursday 4th December - Last PracƟce before Christmas 
 
Saturday 6th December  St James Concert 
Venue: St James church New Bradwell 
Timings: 7.30pm - 10pm 
Uniform: Full Uniform 
 
Thursday 11th December Carolling 
Venue: Top end of New Bradwell (meet at School) 
Timings: 7pm - 9pm (Our Performance Licence does not allow us to play outside past 9pm) 
Music: Carol Books 
Uniform: Warm Clothing 
Collectors Required - Please inform Karen if you have a Friend, Family Member willing to help 
 
Saturday 13th December  Newport Pagnell Singers Concert 
Venue: St Peter & St Paul's Church Newport Pagnell 
Timings: 7.30pm - 9.45pm (Due to Choir pracƟcing before concert we do not have access Ɵll 6.45pm) (At conclusion of 
Concert help may be required to manually move Trailer back onto Road) 
Uniform: Full Uniform (as this is a cold church please layer up, Jumpers, Shell Jackets may be worn underneath Band 
Jacket)  
 
Sunday 14th December Roman Crown Carols 
Venue: Roman Crown Residence Club BancroŌ MK13 0RA 
Timings: 5pm - 6.30pm 
Music: Carol Books 
Uniform: Black Trousers/Skirts + Christmas Jumper/colourful Top 
Group Required: Tug, Oliver, Ellis, Sam, Helen, Karen, Keith, Steph, Maria, Ella, Louis, Ben, Fraser, Dave S, Robin 
 
Tuesday 16th December  Carolling 
Venue: Bradville (Meet Stanton Avenue) 
Timings: 7pm - 9pm 
Music: Carol Books 
Uniform: Warm Clothing 
Collectors Required 
 
Friday 19th December North Crawley 
Venue: Piazza In front of Church 
Timings: Unconfirmed but not before 5.30pm and not later than 7pm 
Music: Carol Books 
Uniform: Warm Clothing with Shell Jackets (if you feel too cold to wear Shell Jacket please wear alternaƟve) 
Group Required: Tug (maybe), Tania, Sam, Clare, Nicola, Karen, Steph (maybe), Julie, Rachel, Louis, Erin, James, Lucy, 
Robin 

Arrangements For Our Christmas Engagements 
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Saturday 20th December Stony Straƞord 
Venue: High Street in front of Cofferidge Close (please be careful where to park as Ɵme restricƟons and permit parking 
in place 
Timings: 9.30am - 12.30pm (2 Groups) 
Music: Carol Books 
Uniform: Black Trousers/Skirts + Shell Jacket 
Group 9.30am - 11am: Tug, Sam, Clare, Chas, Karen, Keith, Michelle, Ella, Louis, George B, George C, Lucy, Luke W, 
Robin 
Group 11am - 12.30pm: Jess, Oliver, Julia, Alison, Nicola, Steph, Peter, Maria, Erin, Ben, Fraser, Dave S, Luke C, Aran 
Collectors Required 
 
Saturday 20th December  New Bradwell Mill 
Venue: Windmill New Bradwell (Please meet in Sports Club Car Park 3.45pm) 
Timings: 4pm - 5pm 
Music: Carol Books 
Uniform: Warm clothing + Shell Jackets 
Group Required: Tug, Oliver, Julia, Sam, Nicola, Karen, Keith, Peter, Michelle, Rachel, Louis, Erin, George C, Fraser 
(maybe), Luke W, Robin 
 
Sunday 21st December Side Club Concert 
Venue: Sports Club St James Street New Bradwell 
Timings: 7.45pm - 10pm 
Uniform: Full Uniform 
 
Wednesday 24th December Christmas Eve Carolling 
Venue: New Bradwell LiƩle Streets (meet school) 
Timings: 7pm - 9pm 
Music: Carol Books 
Uniform: Warm Clothing 
Collectors Required 
 
Thursday 25th December Christmas Morning 
Venue: Meet at Clock Tower 
Timings: 6am - 9am 
Music: Carol Books 
Uniform: Warm Clothing 
 
 
If there is Bad Weather for any of our Outside engagements please wait for noƟficaƟon from Sam if they are Cancelled. 
If this is a Carolling Evening Bradville or New Bradwell Far End the plan would then to go out the following night. 
 
 
Christmas Hats etc. are very welcome to be worn in the 2nd half of all 4 of our Concerts 

Arrangements For Our Christmas Engagements 
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—————————————————————————-- 

EASYFUNDRAISING! 
 
Hi Everyone! 
 
Just a quick reminder in case you needed it that Christmas is just around the corner! Please remember to 
use easyfundraising when you do your Christmas online shopping this year. Over 7,500 brands including 
eBay, John Lewis & Partners, Argos and M&S will donate to Bradwell Silver Band for FREE when you use 
easyfundraising to shop with them. This means you can raise donaƟons for us when you buy anything from 
decoraƟons and fesƟve food shopping to giŌs like toys, jewellery, tech, experiences and more! These 
donaƟons really help us and all you have to do is use easyfundraising when you’re ordering the things 
you’ll be buying anyway. 

 
 
 
 

Contacts 

Chairperson: David Wilson chairman@bradwellband.co.uk 
 

Co-Secretaries: Sam Allen 
Gareth Mitchell 

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk 

Treasurer: Karen Wilson treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk 

Librarian: Chey Wilson - 

Musical Director: Brian Keech md@bradwellband.co.uk 

Committee: Dave Sanderson - 

Webmaster Luke Wilson lukewilsonmk@btinternet.com 

Quartermaster: Robin Allen - 

Press Officer: VACANT - 

Newsletter Editor Sarah-Jayne Edwards  sj.bsb.bugle@gmail.com  
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Join us on Saturday 20 December for a winter solsƟce celebraƟon at Bradwell Windmill. 
StarƟng at New Bradwell Plaƞorm on the railway walk, we will process along the railway walk 
to Bradwell Windmill, lighƟng up the redway with our lanterns made with Bradville and New 
Bradwell community, arƟsts and local schools. 
 
This event is organised and delivered by Milton Keynes Arts Centre in associaƟon with the 
Bradwell Windmill Project, and supported with funding by Milton Keynes Community 
FoundaƟon, New Bradwell Parish Council and Stantonbury Parish Council. 
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