Newsletter of the Bradwell Silver Band November 2025

From the Editor

Inside this issue:

Hi Bveryone!
Editors Notes 1 g
Welcome to the November edition of the Band’s monthly
Engagement Report 2-4 newsletter.
From The Archive! 5-7 During the past month the Band had just one engagement and a
report on the Autumn Concert can be found inside this issue.
Forthcoming Engagements 8 November sees the Band involved Yvith the l.ocal Remefnbrance
Sunday observance and then turn its attention on Christmas!
Contacts 9 This month also sees the Band’s Annual General Meeting at which

the officers and committee for the next 12 months will be elected.

This will take place at the New Bradwell School on Thursday 13"
November starting at 8:00pm. We thank all of the existing
committee members for their services to the Band this past year
and wish the new committee well as they steer the Band towards
their 125™ Anniversary next year.

% e
\?\ v - s Thanks again to Chas for his contribution to the newsletter and as
2 ’ always, I would welcome articles or photographs for inclusion in
future editions.

Sarah-jayne

|
|
I Arrangements for Remembrance Parade (may change!)
|
|
|
|

I The latest information we have is that the Memorial Service at the Clock Tower will commence at 2:00pm

I on Sunday 9th November.
|

: Band members are asked to arrive at the school for 1:20pm and will march off to the Clock Tower at
1:40pm.
|

|
I After the Act of Remembrance the parade will march to the Church where it will be dismissed.
|

:There is no service in the Church this year.

www.bradwellband.co.uk



PAGE 2 THE BRADWELL BUGLE NOVEMBER 2025

Engagement Report

Saturday 11" October
Autumn Concert
St. James Church New Bradwell

Tonight saw Bradwell Silver Band back in the familiar venue of St. James Church for their annual Autumn
concert. Musical Director Brian Keech had selected a programme of music to suit all tastes with some
being featured for the first time.

The Band opened the evening’s music making with the fanfare from Philip Sparke’s “Fanfare. Romance &
Finale”, the cornets and trombones were stood in front of the Band for this rousing opening.

Our first soloist of the evening was Karen Wilson on flugel horn with “By The Time | Get To Phoenix”. With
some good accompaniment from the Band, Karen’s lovely tone and super phrasing echoed nicely around
the walls of the Church.

This was followed by the patriotic overture “Rule Britannia”. In this the composer William Rimmer used
Thomas Arne’s familiar tune in a variety of styles culm9onating in a grand finale.

In contrast to the previous item the Band then played “Mid All The Traffic”. This stunning arrangement by
British composer Andy Wareham is of the popular hymn 'Mid all the Traffic, which marries the North-
American folksong Shenandoah set to lyrics by English journalist, novelist and poet William Arthur
Dunkerley (written under the pseudonym of 'John Oxenham'). The hymn is very well-regarded in both the
Salvation Army and wider brass band movement thanks to a popular arrangement by renowned
Salvationist composer Leonard Ballantine. The arranger writes: 'This setting of 'Mid All The Traffic was
originally composed during the Covid-19 pandemic as an octet arrangement for single instrument. My
hope was to create an arrangement that offers an alternative view on harmony and could be multi-track
recorded; allowing performers to give, and share, a performance whilst in isolation. The music was written
in dedication to all of the 'key-workers' in the UK, especially in the NHS, who worked tirelessly throughout
difficult conditions during the Covid-19 pandemic.'

The front row of the cornet section took centre stage as Tug, Jess, Oliver and Ellis played “12'" Street Rag”.
This lively arrangement for brass band by Jack Peberdy was originally a ragtime musical composition
written by Euday L. Bowman in 1914. The featured cornet players were warmly applauded for the super

playing.

Staying in America for the next item we gave the band’s first public airing of “California Dreaming”. This
popular song was originally a hit for the Mamas & the Papas in 1963. Its writers John and Michelle Phillips
were living in New York City during a particularly cold winter and were missing their native sunny
California. The song gained new popularity when performed by Sia and used in a 2015 film San Andreas.

Coldplay are a British rock band who have this year, like Qasis, toured extensively. “Yellow” was a hit for
them back in 2000 and tonight the Band gave another premiere of this arrangement for brass band by
Dean Jones.

To end the first half of the concert the Band performed Darrol Barry’s “Divertimento For Brass”. First
published for the National Championships of Great Britain in 1989, the work has three movements Festival,
Romance and March and was used as a Third Section test piece.

There was an interval during which the Development Group re-arranged the seating reading for their
customary performance. Under the leadership of their Musical Director Keith Jones, they opened their
programme with “Around The Circle” written in 1908 by George Rosenkrans and conjuring up the thrills of
the circus.

The group likes to feature one of their younger members as compere and this evening it was the turn of 10
year old euphonium player Jacob. He welcomed the audience to the group’s performance and reminded
them that we were now into autumn.There is a tradition in Germany for a celebration called “Oktoberfest”
which is famous for the beer drinking, eating sausages, the chance to wear traditional costumes and most
of all to be entertained with music from an Oompah Band. Tonight the group gave a taste of the sort of
music you would hear if you were able to attend such an event with “A Touch Of Oompah”.
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Engagement Report

Jacob then commented on the fact that some of the audience will be have been recording Strictly Come
Dancing this evening and probably couldn’t wait to find our who was going to be voted out this week-end.
In an attempt at consoling them for missing out on the live programme by group performed “Two’s
Company (Three’s A Waltz)” a piece of music that is written in the form of a waltz, a style that is highly
popular with ballroom dancers of all standards.

With Halloween just a few weeks away, the group then performed “Danse Macabre” a piece of music
which summons representatives from all walks of life to dance along to the grave. Composed by Camille
Saints-Saens, it was used as the theme music to the television series “Jonathan Creek”.

For the group’s final item they played a tune most will be familiar with but with a slightly different take.
The melody is from the American Shaker song “Simple Gifts” to which English songwriter Sydney Carter
wrote new lyrics in 1963. This in turn was used for a feature during the 1994 Eurovision Song Contest held
in Dublin which introduced “Riverdance”. This arrangement of “Lord Of The Dance” was in the style of The
Floral Dance.

The group stood to acknowledge the well deserved applause for their spirited and enjoyable performance.
Tonight saw the first performance with the group of 10 year old Sebastian on tenor horn and his father
Andrew on baritone.

After the results of the raflle were read out, the Senior Band returned to the stage to continue with the
mach “The Contestor” written by T.J. Powell who was known as the Welsh Sousa. He died during a live
radio broadcast of “Challenging Brass” on the BBC Home Service when he was guest conductor of the Cory
Band. The Band’s solo cornet player spontaneously stepped up to take over the conducting when T J
Powell collapsed in the studio in Cardiff.

Louis Wilson was then introduced as trombone soloist in “The Wind Beneath My Wings”, Arranged by
Darrol Barry, the most famous recording of this song was by Bette Midler and used in the soundtrack of the
film “Beaches”. Having worked his way around the Band on tenor horn and baritone, Louis is now in his
element as our solo trombone player and demonstrated his command of the instrument with an
outstanding performance.

Then we had a selection of music from the 1957 musical “Oklahomal” written by Rodgers and
Hammerstein. The songs in the selection included “I Can’t Say No”. “Out Of My Dreams”, “The Surrey With
The Fringe On The Top”, “Oh What A beautiful Morning”, “Many A Fine Day”, “People Will Say We’re In
Love” and of course “Oklahoma”.

Moving on to the next item, Jacob said the Germans love their music and one of their most familiar groups
to us in the UK was Boney M, a disco band formed in 1976. They had a number of hit records and the
development group were going to play one of these. This song is based on Psalm 137and originally set to
music by the Jamaican group The Melodians. After their amazing performance at the Spring concert, the
group were proud to again feature their young back row cornet section in “Rivers of Babylon”. The eleven
youngsters aged between 10 and 13 were Ani, Abhi, Kenshiro, Chloe, Evan, Florence, Jamie, James, Jack,
Joseph and Dexter stood in the front of the Band to give an excellent rendition. The Band is very fortunate
to have such a large and enthusiastic group of youngsters finding their way in music making.

The final soloist of the evening was Fraser Cousins on euphonium with an arrangement of “Calon Lan™’.
“Calon Lan” (Welsh for ‘A Pure Heart’) is a Welsh hymn, the words of which were written in the 1890s

by Daniel James and sung to a tune by John Hughes. The song was originally written as a hymn but has
become firmly established as a Rugby anthem, associated with the Welsh Rugby Union, being sung before
almost every match involving the Welsh national team

CALON LAN ENGLISH TRANSLATION
I don’t ask for a luxurious life

the world’s gold or its fine pearls,
| ask for a happy heart, an honest heart, a pure heart.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report

In the week leading up to the concert Fraser had been unwell but was able to stand to give a lyrical
performance of this piece especially arranged for him by Keith Jones.

The Band then played “Manhattan Skyline” a typical upbeat American tune written by David Shire and used
in the soundtrack of the film Saturday Night Fever.

More music from the movies followed with “The Lion King”, written by Elton John & Tim Rice for the 1994
animated film produced by Walt Disney.

The final item in the programme was the Finale from “The William Tell Overture”. The overture to

the opera William Tell (original French title Guillaume Tell), composed by Gioachino Rossini it premiered in
1829 and was the last of Rossini's 39 operas, after which he went into semi-retirement (he continued to
compose cantatas, sacred music and secular vocal music). The overture is in four parts, each following
without pause. There has been repeated use of parts of this overture in both classical music and popular
media. The finale has been consistently used as the theme music for The Lone Ranger in radio, television
and film and has become widely associated with horseback riding since then. Two different parts were also
used as theme music for the British television series The Adventures of William Tell.

After words of thanks from Church Warden and Band Trustee Graham Crisp the band brought the concert
to an end with Abba’s “Mama Mia”.

It had been a great evening of music making in front of a very good sized audience. We thank our front of
house team for their efforts in making the evening a success.

IEST
We

FORGET
®

Every year the Royal British Legion supports Remembrance events across the U.K. At the
core of these events is the Act of Remembrance which includes the Exhortation that begins
“They shall grow not old”. These familiar words are one verse of a poem written

by Laurence Binyon entitled “For The Fallen” which was first published in The Times in
September 1914.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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From The Archive!

FROM THE ARCHIVE -

As we look forward to our 125" Anniversary, this series delves into the band’s archive for stories about its
early history.

THE BAND DURING THE WARS

We know, from research undertaken by Keith Jones that three band members died while serving in the
armed forces during the Great War of 1914/18.' We also know, from an article in the Wolverton Express
[2™ April 191577, that six members of the band were serving in the armed forces at that time. By the end of
the war, according to a report in the Northampton Mercury, seventeen members had done military service
and two had received Military Medals.’

So what was the band itself doing? The overall picture from the band’s Minutes Book is not what you
might have imagined.

First of all a reminder of the timeline. On the 28" June 1914, the Archduke Francis Ferdinand of Austria
was assassinated in Sarajevo, and on the same day Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia. Over the next
month the sequence of declarations of support expected under the various alliances and mutual defence
pacts fell into place. On the 4™ August Great Britain declared war on Germany and British forces begin
embarking for France on 9"™. On 23" August British forces were involved in their first major engagement,
the Battle of Mons. The war lasted until 11™ November 1918.

Surprisingly the developments over the summer of 1914 had little impact on the Band. At its committee
meeting on 27" August [four days after the Battle of Mons] the main points of discussion were the repair
of the baritone horn and the arrangements for the prize draw and the annual dance, while the meeting on
22" October was dominated by the proposal and arrangements for a whist drive on 4™ November. The
main issues at the two meetings in December, on the 3rd and 31% were the Band Supper, repairs to the
flugelhorn and what to do with the old March books that were no longer required [it was agreed to give
them to the Bucks Territorial band in Aylesbury].

The AGM on 11" J anuary, 1915, was held as normal and the main committee concerns for the first nine
months of the year were purchasing payment books for the Bandsmen’s Fund and the Annual Dinner,
which was deferred [21* Jan]; purchasing drum sticks, a drum cover and a cornet from Besson & Co, and
repairing the B® Bass [3™ June]; allowing Mr Sandy a trial on the side drum, and the arrangements for the
annual Christmas Prize Draw [30™ Sept].

In April the band held a Sunday evening concert in St Anne Street to raise funds to send Easter parcels to
each of its six bandsmen serving in the forces and in November the committee agreed that £1 be granted
for Christmas presents for them and that 50 cigarettes be included in each parcel. We can only assume it is
the same six people and unfortunately the minutes do not list the names of those receiving them. Apart
from this, 1915 seems to have continued much as normal: the Band held a Whit Sunday concert on the
village green in Old Bradwell; had a tour of the villages of Hanslope and Castlethorpe in June; and played
for the Sunday School Treat in early July.*

The other significant event for the band in 1915, a side-effect of the War, was in June when the band, along
with the Wolverton and Stantonbury bands, led a trade union rally in support of the strike at the
McCorquodale’s Print Works: the women workers had gone on strike because the male employees had
been paid a “war bonus” [in recognition of the cost of living increases due to the war] but the women had
not received the additional payment.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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From The Archive!

On 8th June 1916, the war again impinged on the band’s activities. As well as the question of new
uniforms [this was put off for a better attended meeting], it was agreed that the secretary and bandmaster
should “make arrangements for darkening a room in the school for winter practices”. This would have been
to comply with restrictions put in place as a result of the Zeppelin raids that had started in 1915 and
continued into 1916. The annual accounts show that the blinds cost 9/4d. The concert programme for 1916
included performing at a fete in Haversham on 29 July in aid of the Red Cross. On the 31st August the
committee again agreed a grant of £1 to members in the forces to be raised, this time by a collection from
other members, again there is unfortunately no mention of the number of parcels nor who received them.

The main concern for the band through the second half of 1916 was the impact of the Police, Factories, &
c. (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act which introduced a requirement for a permit for street collections. On
31st August it was agreed to see the Sergeant of Police and then to write to the Superintendent about
playing out over Christmas. On 4th January 1917 it was decided to arrange a meeting with Superintendent
of Police regarding the need for a permit for street collecting in the future. The uncertainty was that, under
the 1916 Act, charity collections needed a permit, but street sellers [i.e. those selling goods as a livelihood]
did not. While the band were not actually selling anything, nor were they a charity. On 2nd May the
secretary was asked to write to the Chief of Police in Aylesbury about the need for a permit over the
coming season, arguing that the band’s papers say they are not included in the restriction. The question was
not settled until the autumn when it was noted at the meeting on 11th October that the issue of collection
permits had been resolved with letter from Chief Constable of Buckinghamshire.

While this was going on, the band arranged a “Sacred Concert” on 21st May with entrance by a silver
collection, and on 30th October they agreed arrangements for the annual Christmas Prize Draw. They also
decided to purchase the Liverpool Journal [a band music book].

In June 1917 the band played for the annual Stantonbury Hospital Day, leading the parade through the
town.” At the committee meeting on 3rd December 1917, the band agreed the settlement of grants to the
band’s officers and to printing handbills for the band’s Christmas playing. There is no mention of sending
parcels or gifts to members of the band serving in the armed forces in the Minutes, but the annual accounts
show a grant of £1-18-3 to “Bandsmen in His Majesty’s Services”, this was the total grant, not per person.
It is likely that by this time a number of players had also been conscripted into the armed forces [The
Conscription Act had come into force in March 1916].

The early part of 1918 was dominated by arrangements for the AGM, held on 14th January, and the need to
make a return to the Police - presumably a report of the street collections over Christmas. This was
resolved on 22nd when they decided to define the purpose of the collections as “for Band funds”. On 25th
September, as the war neared its end, the committee discussed repairs to the music stands, an inventory of
band property and the arrangements for a Whist Drive on 24th Oct. On 20th November, nine days after the
Armistice, they discussed purchasing Christmas cards and getting catalogues to purchase new instruments.

This must be contrasted with the Band’s records for 1939-1945.

During the Second World War the Wolverton Works were contracted to repair Whitley bombers and later
to build sections of Horsa gliders® so it is possible that some band members were in reserved occupations at
the Works. However there were certainly not enough to guarantee the band’s survival. Although the band
seems to have continued as normal through the autumn of 1939, practices had to be abandoned for three
weeks in September while they sorted out some black-out curtains. This period of apparent normality
reflects the wider experience of the “Phoney War”, the period between the Declaration of War in
September 1939, and the German invasion of France and the Low Countries in May 1940.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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From The Archive!

The tone of the Minutes Book changes radically in 1940. The last formal meeting recorded was the AGM
on 15" January 1940, at which it was agreed to reduce the committee to three people. Thereafter there is
simply a summary of the band’s activities for each year, the entry for 1940 begins -

This ig a very difficult year the war having taken so many of our players and others having to go away to
work.

In the same entry six members are listed as having joined the forces: Messrs Bates, Campbell, Eldred,
Frost, Kelly and Levitt.

The entries are similar for each of the war years: apart from Christmas all the engagements were for
charities or related to the war effort. The band played each year to raise money for the Stantonbury
Hospital Fund and supported the British Legion parade and Remembrance Day. Other engagements noted
were for War Weapons Week [1941], Merchant Navy week [1942] and the Red Cross [1944]. On the
whole it seems to have been hard enough to maintain practices and all other band activities seem to have
been suspended, in lieu of an AGM there is simply a statement of the bank balances and a note each year
that the committee were re-elected en bloc.

The band’s desperation is particularly vivid in the entry for 1943:

... Only able to get out once for our own funds. Have lost R Thompson to HM Forces. Have kept fair
practices going, thanks to learners, all of whom are doing well . . .

The end of the war came in 1945: on 8" May in Europe, and in the Far East on15 August. The relief felt by
the band is evident from the entry for that year

This year has seen a great improvement in the Band, with the end of the War we were in great demand. . . .
We had 5 marches out on Sunday mornings, and were out 14 times for Xmas playing.

Reading through the Band’s committee minutes for the relevant years it would appear that, although the
Great War of 1914-18 had an impact on families and communities and on the Band, the Home Front itself
was never affected as it was in the 1939-45 war: Conscription was only introduced in 1916 and rationing in
1918, air raids were neither intensive nor widespreadg, there were no large-scale evacuations of children,
nor was there ever the fear of invasion. The picture that emerges of the Great War is one of hardship on the
home front but not of the suspension of normal life that you feel comes through in the entries for World
War II.

Chas Lesglie

L See Bradwell Bugle Dec 2010 p6 & Nov 2018 p7-11. Of the three two died from illness and one was killed in action

2 I am indebted to Jennifer Cooper of the New Bradwell Heritage Group for researching the Wolverton Express references.

3 Northampton Mercury 24 Jan 1919 [p3]. The short item also mistakenly reports that two had been killed.

4 All of these were reported in the Wolverton Express, 28 May, 11 June and 9 July issues respectively

5As reported in the Wolverton Express 12 June 1917

6 See Records of Wolverton Carriage and Wagon Works [www.railway museum.org.uk] and also the Finest Hour Warbirds website [www.finesthourwarbirds.co.uk/blog/Wolverton
works] which includes a 1942 photo of a Whitley bomber under repair at the Works.

7 Band Minutes Book 1939-1985 [BSB 118].

8 There were 51 Zeppelin raids on Britain during 1915-17 and 52 raids by Gotha aeroplanes in 1917-18, the largest involving 14 aircraft. In comparison, in 1940 there were at least

56 raids on London alone — the first involving over 300 bombers.
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Forthcoming Engagements

Playing member are reminded that they should use Muzodo to indicate their availability.

If you have any questions about engagements or your availability, please speak with Sam as engagement
secretary, Gareth as co-secretary, Brian or your section leader as appropriate.

The earlier Sam and Gareth know deps are needed the better. Of course, if you can provide your own deputy that
really helps but we know that some of us don’t have a ready list of contacts making this difficult.

Please remember everyone is valuable, any missing part impacts on the performance, making deps important for
all.

If you have any problems accessing Muzodo let us know (Sam & Steph). As administrators they can re-set
passwords and add in responses on your behalf.

Sunday 9""November Remembrance Sunday Parade 1:30pm at the School
Tuesday 25™ November Rehearsal at Two Mile Ash School Choir 7:30pm-9pm
Wednesday 3™ December Two Mile Ash Christmas Concert

Saturday 6™ December St. James Christmas Concert

Thursday 11" December Street Carolling New Bradwell

Saturday 13" December Newport Pagnell Singers Christmas Concert

Sunday 14™ December Roman Crown (Bancroft) Carols (small group)
Tuesday 16™ December Street Carolling Bradville

Friday 19" December North Crawley Church (small group)

Saturday 20" December Carolling Stony Stratford High Street am

Saturday 20™ December Carols at the Mill pm

Sunday 21* December Side Club Christmas Concert

Wednesday 24™ December Street Carolling New Bradwell

Christmas Day Street Carolling New Bradwell & Bradville

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson: Steph Chappell chairman@bradwellband.co.uk
Co-Secretaries: Sam Allen secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Gareth Mitchell
Quartermaster: Robin Allen
Treasurer: Karen Wilson treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk
Librarian: Chey Wilson
Press Officer: VACANT
Musical Director: Brian Keech md@bradwellband.co.uk
Webmaster Luke Wilson lukewilsonmk@btinternet.com
Newsletter Editor Sarah-Jayne Edwards |[sj.bsb.bugle@gmail.com
Committee: Dave Sanderson

Hallouseen PNordsecarch ‘I -

BlA|T|ZIS|P|lO|O|KI|Y Just for fun...
TIR|I|C|I[K|[T|[S|O|H|G Can you find the 12 Halloween— themed
words?
N(IO(T|E|L|E|K|S|D|V
Q|E|(P|[V|IT|A|JE|R|T]|A
BAT SPOOKY
SIM|U[Y|S|J|[C|S|WIM
COSTUME SWEETS
WIUMW|L|P|G|K|E]|P GHOST TREAT
E(T|PIUJT|F T M[O]I PUMPKIN TRICK
E|S|K|H|B|(T|[P|DJA]|R SKELETON VAMPIRE
TIO| T |X|[Q|I|C|[R|E]|E SPIDER WITCH
S|IC|IN|IL|Z|E|J|H]|]Y|R
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