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Hi Bveryone!

Welcome to the October edition of the Bradwell Silver Band’s
monthly newsletter.

After a long hot summer, we are now into the Autumn season with
cooler temperatures and daylight hours getting noticeably shorter.

September saw the Band taking part in an open-air Church
service and at the Stony Stratford Autumn Fayre. Reports on
these activities can be read inside this issue.

The Band are now looking forward to their annual Autumn
Concert in St. James on the Saturday 11™ October, which they
have been busy rehearsing for. The concert will feature some of
their soloists in an entertaining selection of music.

The Development Band will also be playing at the start of the
second half of the concert.

I thank Chas, Brian and Tug for their contributions this month

and as always I would welcome articles or photographs for
inclusion in future editions of The Bugle.

sarah-jayne

e

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones

Sunday 21 September
Tree Cathedral Service
Newlands, nr. Willen

There is a unique cathedral in Milton Keynes, not made of bricks and mortar but of bark and leaves. The
Tree Cathedral at Newlands is based on the outline of Norwich Cathedral and was designed in 1986 by
landscape architect Neil Higson. Different species of trees were chosen to represent the different sections
of the Cathedral. Hornbeam and tall-growing lime for the nave, evergreens to represent the central tower
and spires and flowering cherry and apple as a focus in the chapels. In springtime colourful bulbs represent
the sun shining through stained glass windows onto the ground. The Cathedral has a mix of evergreen and
deciduous trees, meaning it's visually stunning throughout the year.

This afternoon saw the Band return for an open-air Church service at the Tree Cathedral as the invited
guests of the Stantonbury Ecumenical Partnership. This had been arranged as part of this year’s Milton
Keynes Heritage Week.

The service had the theme Jesus Light of the World and was led by the Reverend Dr. Sam Muthuveloe.
After some gloomy weather forecast during the week it was a really pleasant sunny afternoon although a
bit nippy out of the sun. Having settled into their seats on a somewhat uneven surface the Band looked
resplendent in their Band’s new jackets as they played a number of hymn tunes before the service began.
There was a welcome by Dr. Sam followed by the first hymn “Amazing Grace”.

The opening prayer was by the Reverend Phil Dunning the Baptist Minister and followed by the second
hymn was “How Great Thou Art”. A Bible passage from St. John’s Gospel was read by Sharron Marland who
is the Chair of the SEP.

Dr. Sam then delivered a short sermon with the theme Jesus Light Of The World before introducing the
next hymn,” Shine Jesus Shine”. We were then introduced to the choir of the Redeemed Christian Church
of God His Banner for some enthusiastic singing. The Band then accompanied the congregation in the
classic Charles Wesley hymn “And Can It Be” before closing prayers and blessing were offered by the
Reverend Dr Kofi Tekyl-Amsah the Methodist minister..

The closing hymn was the traditional O God Our Help In Ages Past after which the Band concluded with the
playing of “Mid All The Traffic”.

It was good for the Band to be involved in this event and once again have the opportunity of playing to
people who would not ordinarily attend one of our concerts. The sun was shining directly into the eyes of
the horns, baritones, euphoniums and basses which made it quite difficult to see the music but there was
some good balanced playing during the course of the afternoon.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones

Sunday 28" September
Stony Stratford Autumn Fayre

Organised by the Stony Stratford Town Council, the pre-event publicity invited people to...

“enjoy sumptuous street food, brilliant live entertainment, fabulous FREE activities for young and old, a host of
talented local crafters and more! For the children we will have a variety of face painters, Punch and Judy
shows, a magic show, Gingerbread decorating, inflatables and games. Musical entertainment will be provided
by Bradwell Silver Band and a choir, and Red Phoenix Storytelling will be on hand to deliver fascinating tales!

A wealth of food options will be available including fish and chips, ice-cream, cakes, coffees, Indian delights,
burgers, delicious vegetarian meals and mouth-watering Mexican street food. There will also be lots of stalls
to enjoy.

There really is something for everyone! Don't miss this fantastic FREE day out - we can't wait to see you
there!”

Held at the Recreation Ground on the Wolverton Road it was pleasing that after a damp morning and
driving through some rain to reach the venue that the weather cleared up to stay dry and there were even
some appearances from the sun.

A late change to the original timings saw the Band sitting down ready in plenty of time for the start of
playing at mid-day. The programme of music selected for this afternoon was mostly from the summer
repertoire but also included a few new pieces that will be played in the Autumn Concert in Sr. James on
the 11th October,

Under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech we opened with the lively “Prismatic Light”. We were
to feature three of our soloists this afternoon, the first being Karen with the flugel horn solo “By The Time |
Get To Phoenix”. We continued with the David Bowie hit “Life On Mars” followed by “Light As Air”. Then
came “Manilow Magic”, Louis with the trombone solo “The Wind Beneath My Wings”, “Born Free” with
“Diamond” bringing the first session to a close.

After a brief interval the performance continued with “Breezin” Down Broadway” and our final soloist
Fraser Cousins played the euphonium solo “Calon Lan”. We continued with “Manhattan Skyline”, “Mid All
The Traffic” and ended with “Country Roads”.

Even though we had a number of members unavailable today we still had a band of twenty six players
which is very impressive. The playing was to a good standard throughout and the audiences seem to have
thoroughly enjoyed the selection of music performed.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Heritage Open Day

Each September thousands of volunteers across the country invite you to experience local history,
architecture and culture. Heritage Open Days is England's largest community led festival of history and
culture, involving thousands of local volunteers and organisations. Every year in September it brings people
together to celebrate their heritage, community and history. Stories are told, traditions explored, and
histories brought to life. It's your chance to see hidden places and try out new experiences —and it’s all
FREE.

This year in the Parish Church of St James along with a display of church artefacts there was a display by
the New Bradwell Heritage Group and one on the history of the Bradwell Silver Band.

The Band’s archivist Chas Leslie has been very active this year in compiling the Band’s history using
minutes, newspaper articles, old programmes and photographs as well as memories from former
members. There was very interesting material displayed on boards along with an old uniform jacket and
peaked cap as worn by band members in the 1970s. Also on display was the engraved trombone originally
presented to William Hardwick in recognition of his services as Bandmaster in 1902/1903.

This old photograph shows Mr. Hardwick in the middle of the front row. It is worth noting that as well as
the trombone he is also holding a conductor’s baton. It was quite usual in those days for the Bandmaster
to play and conduct at the same time although it is not known how well this could have been done while
playing a trombone!

The Band’s display attracted visitors throughout the day, some of whom were happy to point out people
they recognised in some of the old photographs. Members of the Band were on hand to talk to visitors
about our history and current activities.

The Band thanks Chas for his excellent work in collating all the material and producing such a very
professional display.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Daytime Bands - Brian Keech

On Friday 22nd & 29th August | had the pleasure of conducting the Towcester daytime band. The band was
set up earlier this year for people who are retired, work shifts, unemployed and young people during
school holidays who wanted to play with a band either with regular commitment or on an ad hoc basis.
Robin, Rachel & Erin from our band as well as familiar faces in Sarah (Development Band member
Susannah’s Mum) and David Rose were in attendance.

It was also nice for me to catch up with many ex-Towcester members who were in their band when |
conducted them about 20 years ago.

The practice is from 10.30 am to 12.30pm with a 20 minute coffee break. With the emphasis on playing
music for fun and socialising with like minded people it is a great idea. | thoroughly enjoyed myself and
would recommend to anyone with some spare time on a Friday morning.

Daytime bands are also being formed all over the country and I’'m aware of others in Chinnor and
Amersham.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Fifty Years A Brad'll Boi - David "Tug” Wilson

It’s funny how you can remember things from your youth, and | can remember my first note on a cornet
like it was yesterday. After saying to my parents “l would like to do that” having seen a soldier playing Last
Post on the television (there’s a surprise). Some days later | can still the see New Bradwell High Street in
the bright evening sunshine as | walked along with my dad to the Side Club (where we play at Christmas)
which was at the time where the band practiced. | can’t remember the exact date being only ten years old
at the time, but | would think it must have been in the Summer by the weather either June, July or August
1975. When we got to the club we went up to the top room. It was only the room with the bar in it as at
the time the room with Snooker Tables was partitioned off. | remember it as a large room, but it never
seems so big when | am back there each Christmas. We were met by Tom Axtell who at the time was the
band’s Flugel player. | was given an old Cornet in a varnished wooden case with green baize lining, and |
guess it must have been a Kosi-cup mouthpiece. There in that room | blew my first notes on a brass
instrument and the rest is history as they say.

Soon after | started the band moved out of the club and over to the Community Centre on the other side
of the road and | can remember having more lessons mainly with the band’s then Soprano player Andy
Foote. | have often wondered about how much stick he had at school with a name like that? | also
benefited from the new city set up and the Music Service in New Bradwell School where | had lessons and |
went up to the Music Centre on a Saturday morning at Stantonbury at the time.

There were some characters in the band at this time which | am sure Keith will remember. The band’s
Euphonium player (Dennis Taplin) who gave me the nickname of Tug and would tell us that the workmen
who were building the new city would leave their teacups on the plans and that is why we have so many
roundabouts. He would tell us about what his Christmas dinner would be every Christmas morning always
a sausage with a sprig of Holly on top. Two of the Bass players Bill Frost and Harold Sapwell would turn up
to band sit down take their false teeth out put them in their handkerchief, then in their pocket and there
they would stay for the whole rehearsal. One of the Tenor Horn players would play with his bottom lip
outside his mouthpiece well that is how it looked. | often wondered what if any notes he was playing like
that. | was told that the percussionist thought that DC was Drum and Cymbal, but someone could have
been winding young Tug up with that one.

One of my first Christmases probably 1976, there was a big push to raise funds as the band had recently
purchased a new set of Basses quite a coincidence as we are doing that now. That Christmas we went out
carolling everywhere we could. | can remember walking down dark lanes in Old Bradwell (Bradwell Village)
and Loughton, even playing carols near where | live now in Stantonbury. | can also remember walking
along the canal as a short cut from the estate to Bradville one Christmas and catching a man out walking
round his bedroom in his underwear no curtains drawn! Fortunately, they were of the large variety and
looked clean!

Highlights of the fifty years obviously the two section wins at Stevenage and the appearances in the Finals.
The trip to Belgium in 2001 to celebrate the 100" anniversary. Most of all playing in New Bradwell my
home, Christmas morning, Remembrance Sunday and at the Church. When | come home on the train into
Wolverton and particularly when the old station was there and you came out on the bridge at the top of
the hill I could look down on Brad’ll always with a smile on my face. Here’s to the next however long?

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Lucy Completes Amazing Challenge!

A team of 14 brave individuals, including the Mayor of Milton Keynes, James Lancaster, took partin a
charity abseil for Camphill MK on Saturday, 13th September. They embarked on a vast 400ft tower at The
National Lift Tower in Northampton to raise essential funds for adults with learning disabilities and autism.
Amongst these incredibly brave volunteers was euphonium player Lucy’s husband Marc. Lucy of course
was there to see him off but somehow ended up doing the abseiling as well!

Congratulations to all 14 abseilers for their bravery and dedication. They have all done so well with
fundraising, with over £9000 (inc. Gift Aid) raised so far!

Their fundraising page will be open until the end of October — so there is still time to give!
Here’s what some of the abseil teams have said about the experience:

Mayor of MK, James Lancaster, said, “/ honestly cannot believe | got to do this! I’'ve never been a fan of
heights. | was feeling great on the build-up until | got close and saw the huge site at Northampton Abseil
Tower — 400 feet !!! The brave souls who came down with me doing this, and | couldn’t be prouder, it was
all for Camphill MK — my chosen charity for the year!”

Gamiel Yafai (MBE) said, “/ was literally roped into abseiling down a 400-foot tower to raise valuable funds
for Camphill MK Communities, filling in at the last minute for someone who had to drop out. | want to
thank YAMAHA MUSIC EUROPE GMBH (UK) for their generous donation and for pushing me forward to fill
the gap.”

Marc Davies, from Marc Davies Bespoke Interiors, said, “I’'m doing something stupid for charity again.
Camphill MK does so much amazing work for adults with learning disabilities. 100% of the donation goes
straight to them.”

Lucy’s own comments were “some would say | was gently encouraged, others would say | was bribed, |
would say | was bullied but as a last minute addition | joined #TeamAbseil and climbed down 400ft.

| was absolutely terrified - you may recall my post last month about me crying after climbing up a tree!
But | did it!”

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/camphillmkabseil2025

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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In Other News...

Test pieces announced for 2026 regional qualifying contests

The music panel of the National Brass Band Championships has announced the regional test pieces for next
year’s qualifying contests.

The panel — comprising artistic director Dr Robert Childs, Duncan Beckley, Andrea Price, Sandy Smith and
John Maines with chairman Philip Morris and Tim Jones as administrator — has selected the following set
music for the 2026 regional championships:

Championship section: Elgar Variations (Martin Ellerby) published by Studio Music

First section: Variations on Was Lebet (Andrew Wainwright) published by SP&S

Second section: 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea (Philip Harper) published by Harper Music

Third section: Three Haworth Impressions (Gordon Langford) published by Chandos

Fourth section: Indian Summer (Eric Ball) published by Studio Music, formerly R Smith & Co

The provisional dates for the 2026 Sections 1-4 National Finals are 26-27 September for Cheltenham.
The Championship section finals date in October at the Royal Albert Hall has yet to be confirmed..

The London and Southern Counties Region area contest is to be held over the week end of 21* and 22
March 2026.

Memories of a Former Member

Last month we included an article about an amazing model railway layout based on Wolverton Station and
the local branch line to Newport Pagnell. Built by Chris Bardell, the latest addition to the layout were
figures representing Bradwell Band and he gave names to them individually as members he recalls from the
1960s. One of the bandsmen is holding a French horn which is not standard instrumentation in a British
Brass Band. However the player who Chris named as Johnny Bissell went on to have a long and successful
career as a military musician, playing the French horn in the Royal Artillery Band and ending up as Sergeant
I\/Iajolr| before emigrating to Canada. We have been delighted to receive the following response from Johnny
Bissell.

“Dear Sarah-Jayne

Thank you so much for the news letter every month. | really look forward to it, seeing how the band is progressing, the enthusiasm
from all the musicians and the well oiled team of admin volunteers, thank you to all of you.

What a lovely surprise to see myself getting a mention in the last edition along with Chris, he makes great models, I've seen a lot of
them over the last few years on local sites, we've known each other since we lived in the prefabs then Stanton Avenue.

1 did actually play my French horn with the band Christmas 1964 when | came home on leave, arriving at Wolverton station late
afternoon and walked down to Gramps (Chris Bissell) in St. Giles St., dumped my kit, no cornet so grabbed my horn and joined the
band, on time, at corner pin, looking over the shoulder of dear old Reggie Thompson, | had to transpose the tenor horn part because
the French horn is pitched in 'F' not 'Eb". | did manage to borrow a cornet from Tony Jenkins for the rest of the Christmas sessions, so
OZ very rare occasions you may get an errant French horn player sneaking into a brass band, we never forget our roots !I. Thanks
Chris.

When | arrived in Canada | enlisted into The Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Band, (Canadian Reserves) as their Band Sergeant Major. |
retired from the military in 2013 after 48 years service, | still play with the band as an associate member.

I am still playing horn with 3 different symphony orchestras, a Victorian brass quintet playing Victorian music on Victorian
instruments and occasional pit orchestra for shows. My wife Mary wants me to slow down, | wonder why ?

| would like to wish you all a wonderful good carolling Christmas and very happy and prosperous new year.

Yours Sincerely, Johnny Bissell”
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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From The Archive!

FROM THE ARCHIVE -

As we look forward to our 125" Anniversary, this series delves into the band’s archive for stories about its
early history.

ANNIVERSARIES PAST

As the band prepares for its 125" anniversary, it is interesting to look back at how the date was
commemorated in previous years. The archive generally offers little detail but three years stand out simply
because of what else has been preserved, offering a small insight into the nature of the anniversary socials.

The 1908 celebration seems to have been a last-minute affair, it was
only at the meeting on 14th Nov 1907 that it was decided that they
would hold a Social Evening for band members and the committee.
This would include a cold supper the expenses to be paid from the
Band funds. Friends were also invited but they had to pay for their
tickets.

The event was held on 4th Jan 1908, at the Railway Tavern in Glyn
Street.' It consisted of a cold supper and, from a surviving handwritten :
note, a series of eleven toasts and responses interspersed with songs |
from various participants [two from Mr Jones]. It would appear from ml”ﬂﬂ”“"""" -
the note that 11 gallons® of beer were consumed plus six bottles and =
three dozen minerals [ i.e. soft drinks] at a total cost of 19/1d.?

The Railway Tavern in Glyn Street

The 50th anniversary social, on the 20th January, 1951, was held at the
Social Club in St James Street and was a much grander affair.

A letter from the caterer, A G Riddy of Gordon Restaurant, Wolverton,
suggested two menus, both priced at 4/- per person: Cold meats and salad or
a hot roast. The roast was decided upon but it is unclear whether the proposed
supper [sausage rolls, sandwiches and cakes at 6d per person] was also
agreed. There was also a celebration cake which was cut by the two oldest
members of the band - W Walters, the Secretary and Edgar Johnson, the
Bandmaster. Paper hats and balloons were also provided plus:

e 18 gallons and 9 gallons of beer [presumably two different beers]
e 10 bottles of wine and sherry
: e 8 dozen minerals [soft drinks]
E:;?I;f; E;,Efﬁg%ﬂiﬁ:?u e 3 dozen stouts [ie bottles of stout]
Secretary [Right] with the
1951 celebration cake. There is an extensive account of the proceedings in the Minutes book — 130
Bradwell Silver Band people attended the event which went on until Midnight. There were various
Archive: K.JC 2094-943 toasts and speeches and the Bandmaster was presented with a baton and the

Secretary with an easy chair in recognition of their long service.

The Annual Accounts show that the 50th Birthday celebrations cost £75-18-7* — about half of that year’s
total expenditure.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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From The Archive!

The Band’s 70th anniversary event was on 11th March 1971, at the Stantonbury Social Club in St James
Street. On this occasion it is noted that members paid their own expenses, probably because they were
using the event to launch a £4,500 appeal to buy new instruments.

The caterers were Appledore from Kempston who provided a four-course dinner with a Turkey Roast as
the main course. This time there were just three toasts with speeches from Mr Wheeler [President], Cllr
Peter Cosford [Chairman of Wolverton Urban District Council], Mr Nightingale [Bandmaster] & Mr H
Walters® [Secretary]. In his speech, explaining the reasons of the appeal, Harold Walters castigated the
council for not providing grants on this occasion nor in the past. What probably made it more embarrassing
for ClIr Cosford was that the Stantonbury Social Club donated £100 and Miss Hargate offered £250 on
behalf of the Milton Keynes Development Corporation with the hope that more would be forthcoming. The
comments were also reported by the local press.

70" Anniversary Dinner
from a local press report
[BSB 2024-265]

From Left: W Campbell,
R Smart, R Wheeler, A
Nightingale, T Jenkins,
H Walters & ClIr P
Cosford

The meal was followed by a social evening with entertainment from The Rhythm Aces, a local dance band.
The annual accounts do not show the event as a separate item but £114 is shown as being spent on
“Entertainments”. Despite members paying their own tickets the event must have been subsidised to some
extent: The tickets cost 12/6d each but the listed cost of the meal is 16/6d per person and it is unlikely that
invited guests, such as the Chair of the Council, would have been expected to pay for their ticket. There
was also the cost of The Rhythm Aces to be covered.

In comparing the three events two interesting points emerge:

¢ Firstly the number of toasts and speeches got fewer over the years, from eleven in 1908, to just
three or in 1971.

e Secondly the events got bigger and by the 70th anniversary local dignitaries are also attending,
reflecting the growing profile of the band in the local community.

Chasg Leglie

1This was the first public house in new Bradwell, opening in 1854/55. It closed in 1959 and was demolished for housing.
[Source https://wolvertonpast.blogspot.com/2010/08/new-bradwell-pubs.html]

2There are 8 pints to a gallon

3That is 19 shillings and one penny, or just under £1

4For those not familiar with “Old Money” that is 75 pounds, 18 shillings and 7 pence.

5There were two Mr Walters, both served as Secretary. WG Walters was an early member of the band and served as
Secretary from 1914, until his death following a stroke in 1958. Mr HP Walters [his son] then became Secretary serving
until 1974.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Chairperson: Steph Chappell chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Co-Secretaries: Sam Allen secretary@bradwellband.co.uk
Gareth Mitchell

Quartermaster: Robin Allen -

Treasurer: Karen Wilson treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian: Chey Wilson -

Press Officer: VACANT -

Musical Director: Brian Keech md@bradwellband.co.uk

Webmaster Luke Wilson lukewilsonmk@btinternet.com

Newsletter Editor Sarah-Jayne Edwards |[sj.bsb.bugle@gmail.com

Committee: Dave Sanderson -

Aran Prepares For Trek Across The Saharal

We have already read about one of our member’s efforts for charity fundraising and we now remind you of
another who is looking to undertake a massive challenge. Aran has been a member of the Development

Group for several years and has also been sitting in at senior band rehearsals for the past three months as
she continues to make progress with her playing.

Next month Aran will be raising funds for Crisis, a charity that helps people experiencing homelessness
rebuild their lives and find a safe, stable place to call home. She is taking on a massive challenge—trekking
100km across the Sahara Desert in scorching heat, camping under the stars, and pushing herself to the
limit. It’s taken months of training to prepare, but it’s nothing compared to the daily struggle of those
experiencing homelessness. Sleeping rough, facing uncertainty, and feeling invisible—no one should have
to live like that. Crisis provides practical support, education, and long-term solutions to help people start
over. Every donation, no matter how small, brings us closer to ending homelessness for good.

Crisis, Lloyds Banking Group and Simon Community believe everyone should have a safe and secure place
to call home. This ambitious partnership will improve access to truly affordable, high quality homes and
support those who have experienced homelessness with tailored support to rebuild their lives and reach
their full potential. Together, we have surpassed £3 Million in fundraising from the partnership.

This is an incredible achievement but we can't stop here. More people than ever across the UK are facing
homelessness and are in need of our support. Homelessness is not inevitable, together we can end it.

We wish Aran well on this adventure.

https://justgiving.com/page/aranlemaur

www.bradwellband.co.uk




