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Hi Everyone!
Welcome to the September edition of the Band’s monthly
newsletter. So the long summer holidays are almost at an end
and parents everywhere will no doubt be getting ready to
breathe a sigh of relief as the youngsters finally go back to
school.
For the Band the summer season also comes to an end with the
bandstand concert in Leighton Buzzard on the 1st September.
There is then a six weeks gap before the next engagement.
However there is the Car Treasure Hunt and BBQ to look
forward to on Sunday 15th September. The Treasure Hunt will
start from the School and will be followed by a Barbeque
(weather permitting) at the home of our President and his wife
in Grafton Regis. If you are not doing the Treasure Hunt, you
will still be very welcome to attend the Barbeque and enjoy a
sociable time with Band members and their families.
I am grateful to Brian for his report on the Blakesley Show and
to Karen for the information regarding the invitation to the
Royal Hospital Chelsea.
As always I would be delighted to receive any contributions to
be included in future editions.

Sarah-Jayne

An interested listener at our recent engagement at Abington Park, taking a closer look at the music!
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What’s On?...September
Where to see and hear the Band this month...
Sunday 1st September - 15:00pm - 17:00pm
Parsons Close Bandstand, Leighton Buzzard
There is no better way to spend a summer’s afternoon than enjoying live music at a historic bandstand
located in Parson’s Close Recreation Ground. Admission is FREE; just don’t forget to bring a chair. The
Town Council has organised Sunday afternoon band concerts for many years which showcase brass and
silver bands from around the region.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sunday 15th September - 10:00am Onwards...

On Sunday 15th September the Band are organising a social event to which all are welcome. There is a Car
Treasure Hunt that will start from the School in Bounty Street New Bradwell at 10:00am.
This will be followed by a Barbeque (weather permitting) at the home our President and his wife. The
address for this is:
MILLSTONES,BOZENHAM MILL LANE, GRAFTON REGIS NN12 7SS
Grafton Regis is on the main A508 Stony Stratford to Northampton road. Turn right into the village on
Church Lane. Follow the road passing the Church and Millstones is on your left hand side. Easily
identifiable as it has two millstones either side of the gate!
If you are not taking part in the Treasure Hunt you will be very welcome to attend the Barbeque and
enjoy a sociable time with Band members and their families. We would ask that you bring your own
drinks and snack food and the Band will be supplying the BBQ food.
Please confirm with Steph how many family members will be attending so we have some idea of catering
requirements. If anyone else is willing to bring their BBQ and cook that would be a big help!
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Scarlets Appeal Event - Royal Chelsea Hospital
Submitted by the Band’s Treasurer Karen Wilson

You will no doubt recall that in November of last year we held a concert at the Stantonbury Theatre with
the theme “Lest We Forget” commemorating the 100th anniversary of the end of the Great War. Part of
the proceeds from this were donated to the Chelsea Pensioners Scarlet Appeal.
Our support has helped them reach the target of £300,000 and they are hoping that by the summer of
2020 each Pensioner will be provided with a new lightweight Scarlet tunic to wear in the warmer weather
and in hotter climates. Four members of Bradwell Silver Band have now been invited to the Royal
Hospital Chelsea to attend an event to celebrate the closing of the Chelsea Pensioners Scarlet Appeal of
which the band contributed £756.35.
The event is to be held on Thursday 12th September starting at 6 pm and finishes at 8pm and is a formal
event with gentlemen requested to wear lounge Suits. As everyone in the Band played an important role
in raising the funds it was felt that this opportunity should be open to every adult member of the Band
and names were entered into a draw for those members who wish to attend. The lucky four members
have now been chosen and they have confirmed that they are able to attend. They are the Band’s
President Peter Blake, the Musical Director Brian Keech and committee members Steph Chappell and
Sam Lawrie.
We wish them all a brilliant evening and know that they will represent the Band wonderfully well on this
prestigious occasion. We look forward to hearing all about it and seeing the photos.

www.bradwellband.co.uk

PAGE 4

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

S E P T E MB E R 2 0 1 9

Engagement Reports
Submitted by Musical Director Brian Keech

Saturday 3rd August
Blakesley Show & Gymkhana
The first Saturday in August saw the Band playing at the 135th Blakesley Show held at Blakesley Heath
Farm near Maidford. The Blakesley show is a Country show attracting between 3500 and 4000 people
and our band President Peter had worked hard to get us this booking at such a high profile event.
The event was about a 30 minute trip from Milton Keynes and very easy to find, and with separate
Parking for Exhibitors including the Band it was not too far for anyone to walk and as always Robin did a
fantastic job getting the band trailer as close as possible.
Our first 30 minute set was due to start at 13:00pm in the main Arena, but with Judging in the Horse
classes taking longer than expected, we did not start until 13:30pm. We did though quickly set up and
performed a programme of our normal Repertoire including Tug as soloist in “Don’t it make my Brown
Eyes Blue”. Due to the vast size of the venue I was told the band was struggling to be heard but it was still
a bit disconcerting when a Microphone was placed in the middle of the band. It did solve the problem as
a relative of mine who was showing sheep over the other side of the venue said she could hear the band
very clear.
Due to the lateness of our first spot there was a very quick turnaround to our second spot. With all the
band and their families helping carrying kit from the Arena down to the Food and Fair ground ride area
we were soon set up to start again at 14:30pm. Here we performed a 1 hour set and it was lovely to see
many people sitting on the grass to listen both in front and behind the band. Our featured soloists were
Steph in “Misty” and Evan (sporting a very short Haircut) in “Love is all Around” who was also featured
with Jemma and Ben in “I will Follow Him”. The warm weather conditions made in very pleasant to play in
but we had a few tired lips at the end of our performance.
Due to holidays and player unavailability we were very grateful to the following Guest players: Jack &
Emily Wilson, Adam Keech, Tracy Brown (who was travelling off to get married the following day) and
Simon & Andy Harris. As always we appreciate Adam Chappell and Jemma playing for us when their
commitments allow. Also well done to Steph for playing Solo horn and for Dave switching from Bb to Eb
Bass. It was therefore a good effort by everyone to turn out a full band during the main part of the
holiday season.
From a personal viewpoint I thought it was a fantastic event to be part of but we just need to talk with
the organisers so that they get the best the band can offer, i.e. a confirmed playing spot in the main
arena or agreed playing times at another part of the venue. I do though hope we get invited back next
year.
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Engagement Reports
Submitted by Keith Jones

Sunday 25th August
Bands In The Park - Abington Park, Northampton
This falls under the category of a traditional Sunday afternoon open-air Band Concert in an ornate
bandstand. Organised each year by the Northampton Borough Council, the popular Bands in the Park
concerts plus a full calendar of events at Abington Park Museum sees the town come alive. This year the
concerts had started on Sunday, 7th April and will carry on until September 15th with the 2019 schedule
due to welcome 24 bands to Abington Park’s iconic bandstand.
We had performed here last year on the first Sunday in May on an unseasonably hot and sunny day and
today on the last Sunday in August the weather was again hot and sunny. In fact many parts of the
country recorded their highest temperature for this time of year and in Northampton this reached 32
degrees with just the hint of a gentle breeze. Being a Bank Holiday weekend there were many hundreds
of people out to enjoy what the park has to offer with most of them sensibly choosing to sit in the shade
of the trees. As usual the organisation by Northampton Borough Council is perfect, car parking spaces
made available inside the park for the performing musicians and the Park Ranger helps set up chairs for
use by the Band and the audience. The playing starts at 14:00pm and continues to 17:00pm with two
breaks, a long time to be playing on a hot day and a severe test of the stamina of all the players.
A decision had been taken early about not wearing uniform jackets to help keep the players as
comfortable as possible. The Band was set up and ready to play in plenty of time with most players
sheltered from the sun by the bandstand roof. Some of those sat on the outside of the formation were
uncomfortably in the direct sunlight but a sensible choice of headgear offered a degree of protection
from the elements.
Musical Director Brian Keech had selected a programme of music which included items performed at
recent concerts as well as others in our current pads rarely used this summer. We opened with “FANFARE
AND FLOURISHES” which was followed by our first featured soloist of the afternoon with Tug playing
“DON’T IT MAKE MY BROWN EYES BLUE”. The evergreen “ROCK AROUND THE CLOCK” was up next
before the more sedate “AMAZING GRACE” provided a contrast in playing styles.
“THE GREATEST SHOWMAN” was our show selection for the day and followed by “COUNTRY SCENE” in
which Tug and Fraser were impressive with their solo parts. Up next was “THERE’S NO BUSINESS LIKE
SHOW BUSINESS” and then the second soloist was Steph on Tenor Horn with “MISTY”. The contest march
“THE WIZARD” was our next contribution leading to “ONE VOICE”.
At the same time as our performance today, the third cricket test match between England and Australia
was coming to a thrilling conclusion so we hoped that by playing “WALTZING MATILDA” this was not
putting a jinx on the outcome. As it happens, the match resulted in an unlikely win for England that keeps
the series alive, much to the delight of our soprano cornet player Julia who apparently has tickets for the
final match in mid September. The last piece in our first session was the selection or wartime favourites
known as “KEEP SMILING THROUGH”.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
A short break was taken and with it the chance to replace some of the fluid being lost on such a
wonderfully hot and sunny day.
Our second set opened with “PRISTMATIC LIGHT” before introducing the next soloist which was Fraser
with the classic euphonium solo “GRANDFATHERS CLOCK”. This was the first performance by Fraser of
this piece which has its origins in a song written in 1876 by Henry Clay Work, an American songwriter and
composer. The Oxford English Dictionary says the song was the origin of the term "grandfather clock" for
a long case clock. The song, told from a grandchild's point of view, is about his grandfather's clock. This
was purchased on the morning of the grandfather's birth and works perfectly for 90 years, requiring only
that it be wound at the end of each week. Yet the clock seems to eerily know the good and bad events in
the grandfather's life – as it rings 24 chimes when the grandfather brings his bride into his house, and
near his death it rings an eerie alarm, which the family recognizes to mean that the grandfather is near
death and gathers by his bed. After the grandfather dies, the clock suddenly stops, and never works
again. The tune has been arranged into an air varie which has become a classic piece for brass bands. It
starts with a straight rendition of the song which is then followed by three variations of the tune with
increasing difficulty. Fraser’s rendition was excellent with some fine accompaniment from the band.
After the fireworks of the euphonium solo we played the reflective “A NIGHTIINGALE SANG IN BERKELEY
SQUARE”. Then came a selection of music that has probably have been performed many times in the past
on this historic bandstand, “THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE”.
Gilbert and Sullivan refers to the Victorian-era theatrical partnership of the dramatist W. S. Gilbert (1836–
1911) and the composer Arthur Sullivan (1842–1900) and to the works they jointly created. The two men
collaborated on fourteen comic operas between 1871 and 1896, of which H.M.S. Pinafore, The Pirates of
Penzance and The Mikado are among the best known. Gilbert, who wrote the libretti for these operas,
created fanciful "topsy-turvy" worlds where each absurdity is taken to its logical conclusion—fairies rub
elbows with British lords, flirting is a capital offence, gondoliers ascend to the monarchy, and pirates
emerge as noblemen who have gone astray.
Sullivan, six years Gilbert's junior, composed the music, contributing memorable melodies that could
convey both humour and pathos. Their operas have enjoyed broad and enduring international success
and are still performed frequently throughout the English-speaking world. Gilbert and Sullivan introduced
innovations in content and form that directly influenced the development of musical theatre through the
20th century. Our selection included A Pirate King, Leave Me Not To Pine Alone, The Policemen's Chorus,
Poor Wandering One, The Policeman's Song, Oh Is There Not One Maiden, With Cat-Like Tread. This was
very well received by the audience.
The horn section was featured in the Buddy Holly song “TRUE LOVE WAYS” followed by our final soloist of
the afternoon with solo trombone player Evan playing “LOVE IS ALL AROUND”. Another popular song was
played next with “YESTERDAY ONCE MORE” before the session was brought to an end with “LA BAMBA”.
The short break allowed not only a much needed breather from playing but also another chance for some
liquid refreshment. The third and final session began with the march “DEATH OR GLORY” and then in
quick succession “SING” and “NEW YORK NEW YORK”.
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Engagement Reports
Our next item was one Brian said had come about from one of his regular invitations to our audiences to
request a favourite piece of music. Following a concert at St. James a package arrived in the post
contacting the complete set of “THE LINCOLSHIRE POACHER” and today was the first time we had
performed it in public for a number of years. This arrangement by Derek Broadbent was written as a
follow up to his enormously successful “Floral Dance”.
Keeping the music in this last part of the programme on the light side we next played “THE AIR THAT I
BREATHE” followed by that perennial children’s favourite song based on the story by Hans Christian
Andersen “THE UGLY DUGLING”. Before announcing the last piece on the programme for today, Brian
thanked the Northampton Borough Council for continuing to organise these band concerts which gives
bands such as ours the chance to perform outside of our normal catchment area. He also mentioned that
we are based in Milton Keynes which despite its size and many good points has failed to provide an
equivalent venue for open air brass band concerts. The few bandstands that have been built in the new
city are only able to accommodate a small group of musicians such as a jazz band. Brian also thanked the
audience for attending and hoped that they had enjoyed our selection of music. Our final piece was “AND
ALL THAT JAZZ” after which we stood to acknowledge the applause. As is the tradition we concluded the
afternoon of music making with the National Anthem.
It had been a long hot afternoon of playing and despite some signs of tiredness towards the end the
playing had been to a very standard. We still had a number of members away on holiday so we were
extremely grateful to have received playing help on cornet from Susan and Victoria of MK Brass, Andrew
on trombone from the Woburn Sands Band and Liz Keech on baritone. Thanks also go to Luke Colvin who
switched from his normal instrument to play euphonium.
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Battle of the Brass Bands Series
As mentioned in last month’s edition of the Bugle, brass bands are very rarely to be seen on television. It
was very refreshing to learn that the Sky Arts television broadcaster aimed to put that right when they
announced a new four part documentary series, 'Battle of the Brass Bands' would be aired from 20th
August. Made by the award-winning production company Twofour on behalf of Sky Arts, it promises to
showcase the competitive talents of some of the UKs most famous bands as they compete against each
other at the Whit Friday, British Open, National Final and Brass in Concert Championships.
The first episode was centred around the famous Whit Friday Brass Bands contests and featured Fairy
Band and Brighouse and Rastrick. Although as can be imagined the playing is to a very high standard the
practise attempt at marching from one of them prompted their musical director to say that “it wouldn’t
win a prize at a flower show”
Brighouse & Rastrick made sure that it was once again the colour purple that adorned the honours board
for the Saddleworth & Oldham District Whit Friday contests as they secured their fourth consecutive
overall title success.
Led by Dr David Thornton and resplendent in their high-collar Whit Friday tunics, the Yorkshire champion
secured six victories on 'Knight Templar' at Delph, Dobcross, Greenfield, Grotton, Lees & Springhead and
Lydgate to bag a prize fund of around £8,170 — one that may be further boosted once all the individual
awards are accounted for.
Future episodes will feature the British Open, National Final and Brass in Concert Championships with
bands that include Cory, Fodens and Black Dyke as well as others such as Fountain City from the USA.
Sky Arts is the UK's only TV channel dedicated to arts, music and culture, As well as being broadcast on
Sky the programmes are also be available for streaming on NOW TV.
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All My Yesterdays
Submitted by Keith Jones
The last two engagements of the summer were concerts performed on the bandstands of Abington Park
and Leighton Buzzard. As a youngster growing up in London, Sundays were still very much a day of rest,
no shops open other than the newsagents which closed at midday and no professional sport. Television
was still relatively new and with just two channels available on the black and white television sets the
viewing hours were restricted to seven hours. Cinemas didn’t open until the evening and pub opening
times limited to just 5 hours, Noon to 14:00pm and 19:00pm to 22:00pm. So by today’s standard of
hundreds of television channels being available to view, multiplex cinemas, theme parks, pubs open all
day, computer games and mobile devices the old fashioned Sundays might sound to have been boring.
But that was never the case for me. Within a reasonable walking distance we had the museums at South
Kensington for the winter months and in the summer there were regular Sunday Afternoon Band
Concerts on proper bandstands in Kensington Gardens, Hyde Park, Battersea Park and St. James Park.
The diligent uniformed park keepers would set up folding chairs or deckchairs with great precision
around the bandstand which the audience would have the privilege of using on payment of three pence
in old money. If you didn’t have the money to hire a chair you could of course stand or sit within hearing
distance for free. Most performances were by the military bands stationed in the London area which
included all of the guards’ bands, the Royal Artillery plus some of the volunteer bands. Only occasionally
would a traditional brass band perform although in other parts of London they were more prominent.
A typical programme would start with a march followed by an arrangement of a classical overture such as
“Light Cavalry” or “Poet and Peasant”. Soloists or sections would be featured (Post Horn Galop was
always a regular choice) and there would nearly always be a selection of music by Gilbert and Sullivan.
Being a Sunday it would also include a hymn tune which the audience would join in by singing. The
concert nearly always concluded with the band’s own regimental quick march before the bandsmen put
on their caps and standing to play the National Anthem.
The popularity of these concerts began to wane in the late 1950s as other attractions, such as the
cinema, radio and TV became increasingly popular and as a result many bandstands fell into disrepair. In
London before World War Two there had been nearly one hundred bandstands but over half were lost.
There was a brief revival in the late 60s when groups like Pink Floyd and Fleetwood Mac played a series of
free bandstand concerts at Parliament Hill in London and David Bowie played a free concert in
Beckenham Recreation Ground, Croydon but most parks were by now struggling and in the years
between 1979 and 2001, more than half of the bandstands in historic parks across the country were
demolished, vandalised or fell into a chronic state of disuse.
Fortunately since the start of the new millennium a revival has seen over one hundred bandstands
restored and they are again in use up and down the country becoming the focal points of rejuvenated
and vibrant parks. They don’t all echo to the sound of brass but often bounce to rhythm and blues, rock,
opera, street theatre and drama. A bandstand is, however, merely an empty shell unless music is played
on it and once again local authorities and other organisations are realising this.
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All My Yesterdays
The Sunday afternoon band concerts had been enjoyed by hundreds of thousands of people all around
the country, mainly because there wasn’t anything else to do! Most were funded by the local authority
and they often had a representative present to ensure that the concerts started promptly and bands
played for the correct amount of time. Part of the fee could be withheld if the bands were late starting or
cut short their performance times.
The weather is probably one of the most important factors in making for an enjoyable Sunday afternoon
concert. Most bandstands were covered but the audience were very much in the open air and heavy rain
would stop most people attending. Bands were still expected to arrive and a decision would be taken as
to whether or not the concert should be abandoned. One wet Sunday afternoon in Yorkshire, a colliery
band arrived at the local park to find that the rain had kept everyone away apart from one old man sitting
in the back row of the carefully positioned folding chairs. The Band thought this must be the council’s
representative and so they reluctantly set up the stage ready for their performance. They thought that to
earn their fee they would just need to play a few items before the concert was brought to its inevitable
conclusion. They played a march, an overture and then several more pieces during which the only person
in the audience was the one old man sat impassively in the same position with his arms folded and
getting thoroughly soaked. So the Band continued with their scheduled two hour programme and played
the full amount of time expected of them. The old man was still sat there at the end and the conductor
thought he would go and thank him for sitting there all afternoon on such a wet day and ask him if he had
any requests. “Yes” the old man replied “I want to know what time you silly beggars are going to stop
playing so I can pack the chairs away and go home!”

Abington Park Bandstand during the First World War.
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Dates For The Diary
Sunday 1st September Sunday 15th September Saturday 12th October Saturday 19th October Saturday 7th December Saturday 7th December Saturday 14th December Sunday 22nd December -

Leighton Buzzard Bandstand 15:00pm-17:00pm
Car Treasure Hunt + BBQ (Peter & Sue’s House, Grafton Regis)
Cosgrove Church Concert 19:30pm
St. James Church Autumn Concert 19:30pm
St. James Church Christmas Tree Festival T.B.C
Concert with Newport Pagnell Singers T.B.C
St. James Church Christmas Concert 19:30pm
Stantonbury Sports & Social Club Christmas Concert T.B.C

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Deputy Publicity Officer
Newsletter Editor:

Orla Howell
Sarah-Jayne Edwards

Website:

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk
“
sj.cc23@gmail.com
www.bradwellband.co.uk

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.
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