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From the Editor
Hi Everyone!
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Parents everywhere are looking forward to the start of the new
school year even if the children aren’t! We hope you have all had
a good break from normal routine and are suitably refreshed.
Congratulations to our young members who achieved some
excellent examination results, Louis and Luca with their A Levels
and Adam, Orla and Dan in their GCSEs. A special mention also
to Evan for success in GCSEs which he was taking two years
ahead of schedule.
Unfortunately the only engagement for the Band’s in August was
cancelled because of the predicted adverse weather conditions. I
am grateful to Brian and Robin for their contributions this
month and I hope this may inspire others to follow suit.
This month sees the senior Band’s Solo Competition to which
you are all invited. Then there is the wedding of Sam and James
and I am sure you will join with me in wishing them many years
of love and happiness.
The next public concert for the Band is at Cosgrove Church on
Saturday 1st October.
As always, any contributions towards the newsletter are greatly
welcome.

Sarah-Jayne

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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No Engagements! - Keith Jones
There was only one engagement scheduled for August and that was due to be an open air concert in
Bancroft Park as part of a themed musical evening involving a number of different musical groups. After
several weeks of really nice summer weather it was unfortunate that on the day of the concert the
forecast was for rain and high winds. Organisers of any outdoor event are fully aware of the possibilities
of adverse conditions and wherever possible have an alternative plan ready just in case. The wind was
the biggest factor and as there were concerns for the safety of performers as well as the audience the
decision was taken to move the event inside the residents club. This only has a limited amount of space
for performing and meant that the Band could not be accommodated and so our involvement was
cancelled. It is unfortunate but we can fully understand the organiser’s decision. Hopefully this will not
deter them from running a similar concert next year and inviting us back to perform.
We had rehearsed a good programme of music that would have culminated with a Last Night Of The
Proms flavour. As we were still in the summer holidays we did have a number of deputy players ready to
replace some of our own members who were not available. So we thank Arwel, Louis, Nathanael and
Clive for attending rehearsals. The evening was going to be the last concert for Jemma who is continuing
her musical activities with another band. We thank Jemma for her time with the Bradwell Band,
especially in the past year when she undertook the duties of quartermaster.
So Bradwell Band’s list of summer engagements ended with something of a whimper. As a result of the
cancellation this meant that for the first time I can remember the Bradwell Silver Band had no public
performances in the month of August which traditionally had some high profile engagements. We already
knew that there was to be no Tiger Moth rally at Woburn Abbey and the Bank Holiday Monday Stony
Stratford Town Fayre. These had previously been organised by a relatively small group of individuals.
After years of successfully putting on a major event they came to the reluctant decision that because of
falling membership and the advancing age of those involved they could no longer devote the necessary
time and energy required. Hopefully the Stony Stratford event will be revived for next year but it
illustrates how there seems to be a shortage of people willing to be involved in such ventures. People
love going to events but nobody appears to be willing to take on the responsibility for organising them.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Solo Competition
Bradwell Silver Band Solo Competition & Social Event
Sunday 11th September 2016 – Commencing 10.30am at New Bradwell School
Due to the success of the previous solo competitions we have once again invited all senior band members
to enter the annual Solo Competition, giving all the opportunity to improve their skills and confidence.
Playing solo’s is an important part of everyone’s playing journey, helping to build confidence and allowing
the spotlight to be on the individual.
We were proud of all our players joined in last year to compete in our newly created section just for band
members with little or no experience of being in the spotlight. We are delighted that players have again
taken up the challenge and entered our ‘Take the Plunge’ section which fits perfectly with the Open
Section for our experienced soloists. Whether the soloists are experienced or not it is still vital we provide
a supportive audience to make the experience enjoyable
and rewarding for all involved. We do expect that the soloists have family and friends in the audience
encouraging them in what may be their first experience of performing a solo. We cannot stress this
enough and hope that you agree and show your support.
To encourage a large audience we have invited the Development Band to show off their talents and invite
their family and friends to attend to see their progress as they will be performing new music for all to
enjoy. To top off the day we invite all to stay behind after the competition and share in a picnic social
giving us all the chance to relax and spend time with each other. This is also an important part of banding
life and will give the Development Band players the opportunity to meet and speak with senior band
members in a relaxed and fun atmosphere. We anticipate the event will finish approximately 1.30pm.
All we ask is for you to provide a savoury and sweet option which can be shared and spend some of your
time at an enjoyable event. Maria Belton is organising the attendance and food part of the operation so
please speak with her or email maria.belton@btopenworld.com to confirm how many audience seats you
will need. Maria can also give suggestions on what food to bring if needed.
Approximate timings for the day:

Arrival from 10am

Development Band 10.30am

Competition starts at 10.45am

Competition estimated to end 12 noon

Development Band whilst results are being finalised

Awards 12.30pm

Social picnic until approximately 1.30pm
Please note that we cannot guarantee supervision of children so we do ask that they are accompanied by
an adult.
We look forward to welcoming you and your friends and family to what we know will be a great day.

Best Regards,
The Committee
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Report From The M.D
NATIONAL CHILDREN’S BRASS BAND OF GREAT BRITAIN
Together with Tania and Lee I attended a concert by the National Children’s Band of Great Britain at
Repton School Derby on Saturday July 30th. The band included their son and band member Toby.
The concert was a finale to a week’s course where the 60 strong band had been tutored by some of the
finest Brass band players in this country. The course was led and the concert conducted by Professor
Nicholas Childs Musical Director of the world famous Black Dyke Mills Band. The Guest Soloist was Tom
Hutchinson Principal Cornet of the Cory Band who was the cornet tutor for the course.
After an eventful journey where my sat nav packed up 10 miles from the venue I met up with Tania & Lee
in the fantastic concert Hall of Repton School. The school is one of the largest private schools in the UK
and the facilities looked fantastic.
The opening piece of the concert was “Streamline” by Paul Lovatt-Cooper. He had attended the course
during the week and worked with the band on this piece. As a percussionist he had written plenty to do
for the 5 strong section who all moved around the various instruments. Second up was “Appalachian
Mountain Folk Song Suite” a piece we have played previously. Next up was two solos by Tom Hutchinson
“Charivari and Sultry Swan”. The finale to the first half was a World Premiere of “Waterfront Sketches” by
Alan Fernie. Mr Fernie was present and explained his thoughts behind writing the piece. In 4 movements
the piece depicted the Water fronts of Belfast, Cardiff, Glasgow and Portsmouth. Each movement was
very different in style and was superbly played by the band. During the concert many awards were
presented and one was won by the Principal Cornet who was excellent throughout the entire concert.
After a short break “Patterns for Brass Band” by Edward Gregson started the second half before Tom
Hutchinson was re-introduced to play “The Green Hornet” before being joined by other cornet players
from the band in “Trumpets Wild”. The finale for the concert was “The Journal of Phileas Fogg” a piece
we know well from earlier in the year as the Regional Test Piece. This piece was originally written for the
National children’s Band and with 5 individual percussion parts a little different from the version we
played. We were then treated to 2 encores, the week course wasn’t just about music as the students had
chance to play sports and take part in Art activities etc. This was obvious in the first encore “the Circle of
Life” as each band member wore a mask that they had made during the week, with the percussion
section providing the Rhythm and off stage tutors playing the tune the band sang this piece. It was
wonderful and clearly explained to the audience on why singing is important to any musician. Next up
was “Entry of the Gladiators” with the Trombone section playing from memory across the front of the
stage. It was also good to note that the concert finished with the playing of the “National Anthem”.
We were regularly told during the concert that this band included 60 of the finest Brass and Percussion
players under the age of 16 in the country. This was obvious as the standard of playing was excellent and
certainly on a par with any good 1st section band. The children had also travelled many miles with a pair
of brothers telling the audience of their eventful trip from Belfast (mine from MK seemed to pale into
insignificance. The 2 hour concert seemed to fly by but I was so glad I had attended and Tania and Lee
were rightly very proud of Toby.

Brian
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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An Article From Robin
The following article was submitted by our Secretary Robin Allen
In the last but one issue of the Bugle I came across George Crossland’s name as a guest conductor of the
band. George has a lot to answer for as he was the one who taught me to play. He was a peripatetic
teacher at Denbigh High School in Luton and used to come in after school to take the Development group
of the schools brass band, he would have been around 70 at the time!
George was from Yorkshire and had played with many top bands of the day including Black Dyke Mills as
they were then known. He moved to Luton to play with the Luton band and worked for a local firm Kents.
George had success as a conductor with Harpenden band and also Ampthill.
In 1974 a Luton player named Jack Magill started the Sundon Park Silver band to act as a feeder band
between local school band and the Luton band which at that time was a Championship band.
The band comprising of a few experienced player to help things along quickly established itself and in
March 1975 with George at the helm won the London and Southern area with a piece called The Seasons
by John Carr. They went on to the National finals that year to be beaten into 2nd place by one point
having played number 1.
If you can make out anything in the photo I’m on the back row cornets 3rd from the left aged 16!

Robin

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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“Bagpipe Lung” Warning For Wind Musicians
Article from the BBC website showing the importance of being hygienic when playing a wind instrument.
Trumpeters, saxophonists and pipers beware - playing a wind instrument could damage your lungs, UK
doctors warn in the journal Thorax. They describe a rare but fatal case of what they are now calling
"bagpipe lung" in a 61-year-old patient. The deceased man is thought to have developed a bad reaction
to mould and fungi lurking inside the moist interior of his bagpipes.
Doctors are urging other musicians to be extra hygienic. They say instruments should be cleaned regularly
to prevent the build-up of yeast and other harmful pathogens.
And any player who gets breathless and develops a cough should consider whether their symptoms might
be caused by their music practice. There have been a couple of other documented reports of similar lung
problems in saxophone and trombone players.
Thankfully, in these cases the cause was identified early and the patients recovered.
Irreversible scarring The lung damage the doctors describe happens when the body's immune system
goes into overdrive. The inhaled pathogens trigger inflammation and left unchecked, this causes
progressive and irreversible scarring.
Doctors at the Wythenshawe Hospital said they had a hunch that the man's bagpipes might be the cause
of his problems. The man was a keen piper, practising his music every day.
He had been unwell for a number of years, with the exception of a few months when he travelled abroad
and left his bagpipes at home. The doctors sent his bagpipes to the laboratory to check if their hunch was
right. When the lab report came back it revealed that the instrument was riddled with damp-loving
mould and fungi - the types that doctors know can cause lung problems.
The damage that had already occurred to the man's lungs was irreversible. His condition deteriorated and
he died some weeks later.
Dr Jenny King, a member of the Wythenshawe team who had treated the man, said: "Sadly, in his case,
the damage was fatal."If you can diagnose these problems early and remove the trigger then they can be
treated and the prognosis is really good. These organisms are around in the air, but they're not usually at
a high enough level to cause problems. You do sometimes see this type of lung problem in people who
work on farms and are exposed to lots of mouldy hay."
Andrew Bova works at the National Piping Centre in Glasgow and is an accomplished bagpiper.
He advised: "Certainly, when it comes to cleaning a woodwind instrument I would say give it a swab after
every time you play."The moisture can sit in the nooks and crannies and you don't want that. Moisture
can damage the wood so we swab to protect the instrument as much as anything."
He uses brushes to clean his and says he gives the blowpipe a thorough rinse out with hot water every six
months to get rid of any problems. "If you have a sheepskin bag, I was told that I should wash it out with
hot water and bleach every year. That should get all the germs killed and prolong the life of your
instrument. "Of course, most people today tend to play synthetic bags. I tell my players that they can
unzip those to let the bag dry out." Kevin Lamb, chairman of the Windband Association, said all
instruments were cleanable.
Following this well-publicised BBC story about the dangers of 'Bagpipe lung', a major band supplier was quick to advertise a
product to help keep instruments hygienic. John Packer Ltd has ensured that players can get their hands on hygienic cleaning
spray to help stop any problems arising from inhaled pathogen. Their statement says "The Bach 1800B Hygienic Spray is ideal
for hygienically cleaning mouthpieces, headjoints and all relevant areas of musical instruments. You can also use it to freshen
up wiffy cases!"
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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All Our Yesterdays
Once again we are grateful to our President Peter who found some interesting articles about the Band in
the archives of the Northampton Mercury. The following is a report on an event 77 years ago June 1939.
We will include more of these glimpses into the past in future editions of the Bugle .

Northampton Mercury 2nd June 1939

“COLOURFUL BUCKS PAGEANT THE PAGEANT”
Miss F. Twigg and Mr. W. Stanton, who as an Indian princess and
prince were the central figures of last year’s pageant, presented
buttonholes to Dr Oldroyd, Mr. Purves, and the chief officials.
This year’s pageant was entitled “Picturesque and Burlesque Scenes
of Home and Abroad.” and 160 performers took part, mostly children
in dresses and paper frocks of all the hues of the rainbow.
There were dances to the accompaniment of Bradwell United Band,
conducted, by Mr. J. E. Johnson. The dances were representative of
France, Holland. Switzerland, Spain, Wales. Scotland and Ireland,
concluding with an appropriately-named tableau, “Peace over all,” in
which Master Bernard Appleton represented England, attended by
eight boys attired as Crusaders.
Peace was personified by Joyce King, with 16 little girls as cherubs.
The concluding song, Jerusalem,” was sung Master Appleton, followed
by a march past of all the performers. The pageant was arranged and
produced by Mrs. A. H. Oldham, who was also responsible for the
musical arrangement, Mrs. B. Welch, and Mr. W. May, the last-named
acting as compere.
In the morning the Bradwell Band led a parade through the town.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Future Engagements
SEPTEMBER
Sunday 11th September

Senior Band Soloist Competition

10:30am

Saturday 17th September

Sam & James’s Wedding

TBC

OCTOBER
Saturday 1st October

Evening Concert, Cosgrove Church

TBC pm

Saturday 15th October

Autumn Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

DECEMBER
Saturday 10th December

Newport Pagnell Singers

TBC

Saturday 17th December

Christmas Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

Sunday 18th December

Christmas Concert - Stantonbury WMC

TBC pm

Playing members are asked to arrive at least 30 minutes before the start time shown for the performance.
If you are not going to be available for any of these engagements it is essential that you let Robin or Sam know as soon as
possible and also advise your section leader. We will arrange for deputy players so you must leave your music folder or
make arrangements for it to be collected from you.

Contacts
Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Allen

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:
Quartermaster

Sarah-Jayne Edwards
Fraser Cousins
Jemma Day

Website:

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.cc23@gmail.com
fras@sky.com
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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