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Welcome to the September edition of the Band’s Newsletter.
With Bradwell Silver Band’s historic participation in the
National Brass Band Finals just a few weeks away we devote
most of this issue to information about the event. A full report
of the final will appear in the October edition. In the
meantime I am sure we all wish the Band well for the contest
and trust that above all else they will all enjoy the experience.
We also send best wishes to our friends at Milton Keynes Brass
who with a number of former Bradwell players in their band
are competing in the Section 2 Finals on the same day.
I extend my usual invitation for articles to be included in
future editions.

Sarah-Jayne

The Band Recently Received This Thank You Note from Louise and Luke.....
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National Brass Band Championships Of Great Britain
Rehearsal Schedule For Next Two Weeks
We are just two weeks away from the National Finals. There are two additional rehearsals scheduled in
the week before and the Musical Director is looking for full attendance on all of the following dates:
Tuesday 4th September full band 8:00pm to 9:45pm
Thursday 6th September full band 8:00pm to 9:45pm
Sunday 9th September 1pm to 4pm. Open practice for family and patrons
Please join us on 9th September anytime between 1pm and 4pm at our Open Rehearsal for the National
Finals. It would really help the band to have an audience to perform to. Drop in and stay as long as you
like - no need to commit to the full 3 hours. Just let Sam, sending an email or picking up the phone so we
can make sure we put out enough chairs. Contact details are on the poster further on in the newsletter.
Tuesday 11th September full band 8:00pm to 9:45pm
Thursday 13th September full band 8:00pm to 9:45pm
Friday 14th September full band 7:30pm - 9pm
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Publicity
The Band’s participation in the National Finals is attracting attention in the Brass Band media. We have
supplied band profile information to Kapitol Promotions so check out their website where you should see
our information loaded in the next few days and find out more about the bands we are competing
against. On the day follow the events on social media using the hashtag #nationalfinals2018
http://www.nationalbrassbandchampionships.com/…/q…/section-4
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National Brass Band Championships Of Great Britain
Back in February and March the 2018 Regional National Brass Band Championships of Great Britain were
held the length & breadth of Great Britain. A total of 498 bands competed across the eight Regions each
with
five Sections with the ultimate aim of qualifying for a place in the National Finals. Competing in the
4th section of the London and Southern Counties Region Bradwell Silver Band were delighted to have
been placed first and with it the invitation to represent thetharea at this
year’s Finals being held in The
Centaur at Cheltenham Racecourse on the week-end of 15 and 16th September.

Bands qualified as follows:
Fourth Section - Final taking place on Saturday 15th September 2018
Bradwell Silver
(London & Southern Counties)
City of Birmingham
(Midlands)
Croft Silver
(Midlands)
Cwmtawe Youth
(Wales)
Garforth Brass
(Yorkshire)
Gawthorpe Brass '85'
(Yorkshire)
Gosport Solent Brass
(West of England)
Great Yarmouth Brass
(London & Southern Counties)
Highland Brass
(Scotland)
Lostock Hall Memorial
(North West)
Pendeen Silver
(West)
Regent Community Brass (London & Southern Counties)
Sale Brass
(North West)
Spennymoor Town
(North)
Stamford Brass
(Midlands)
Tewit Silver
(North)
Upper Rhondda
(Wales)
Whitburn Heartlands
(Scotland)
The draw for order of play takes place at 13:30 and the section commences following the results and
presentations of Section Two which is estimated to be 16:00. Prior to our actual performance we will be
escorted to the Sovereign Room for a short warm-up period with music stands and balanced-action
timpani provided. From there we will be directed to the registration point. Bands are being asked to
vacate the dressing rooms as soon as they have played, taking their instruments and all personal
belongings with them.
I would estimate with four bands an hour the section will take four and a half hours to complete. You
then have the collation of results which need to be carefully checked and the customary invitation for the
adjudicators to share their thoughts before the results are finally announced. It could be a late night!
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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National Brass Band Championships Of Great Britain
Travel Distances
Of the 18 bands who have qualified for the finals Bradwell is the third closest in distance to Cheltenham,
City of Birmingham being the nearest. Spare a thought for Highland Brass who face a round journey of
1,000 miles, the other Scottish contender will have to make a trip of 700 miles.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Test Piece
The Test Piece selected for the 4th section is Divertimento for Brass by Darrol Barry. Divertimento is from
the Italian divertire "to amuse" and is used to describe a musical genre whose mood is most often light
hearted as a result of being played at social functions. The term is used to describe a wide variety of light
hearted secular (non-religious) instrumental works for soloist or ensemble although it could also be
applied to a more serious genre.
A popular and engaging work at this level it is no stranger to the contest platform, having been used as
the Section 3 Regional test piece in 1990, and the third tier of the Dutch and Australian Championships in
1995 and 1996 respectively.
This was originally published for the National Championships of Great Britain in 1989 and the work has
three movements: Festival, Romance and March.
The first movement is entitled “Festival”. The markings are Allegro brioso e, olto ritmico. With frequent
changes in time signature and changes of key it starts off with a fanfare motif. After the lively opening it
slows to a Meno Mosso with a solo for the Soprano Cornet that then gets passed on to the Flugel Horn
before a reprise of the opening melody brings the first movement to a close.
The Second Movement is “Romance” and marked Andante Espressivo, This is a slow and reflective and
will be a stern test as it features soloists all around the band and requires some delicate and sensitive
accompaniment. The solo cornet is first to feature with the main theme and is soon joined by a colleague
on the front row for a duet. The trombone section takes over the and after taking their turn it gets passed
on to the solo euphonium. The solo tenor horn gets to play before the cornets get to repeat the original
theme to bring the second movement to a gentle close.
The Final Movement is titled ‘March’ and is marked Con spirito. The title is a bit misleading as it is difficult
to imagine ever attempting to play this on the march because of the fast tempo. After another fanfare
style opening the basses are given the rare opportunity of playing the melody line and the melody gets
picked up by the trombones. This is a lively movement with frequent key changes and plenty of dynamic
markings to keep players on their toes. And of course there is a big finish in store just to make sure the
audience knows the piece has come to an end.
The adjudicators will of course have studied the score in advance and will have their own ideas on what
they would expect from the music. It will be a real test for all the Bands in the section and lasting just
over ten minutes it will need concentration from start to finish from every player and not just the
soloists.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Composer
Darrol Barry was born in Salford in 1956 and sadly passed away just a few months ago. When he was
fourteen he auditioned for the school band on cornet but ended up taking an Eb bass home, much to the
joy of his mother, father and neighbours! Darrol joined the local brass band (Windsor) and soon moved
onto baritone and then onto euphonium. At school his music teacher Mr Foulkes did some arranging for
the band which Darrol found fascinating. The conductor of Windsor Band, Jack Clayton introduced him to
the mysteries of brass band transposition. Darrol soon discovered he had a flair for arranging and also
started some small compositions. His favourite Composer was Eric Ball but he was soon captivated by the
music of Gilbert Vinter and Edward Gregson. On leaving school Darrol became an apprentice joiner but
continued arranging and composing while teaching himself harmony and counterpoint.
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National Brass Band Championships Of Great Britain
In 1978 Darrol enrolled on the band musicianship course at Salford under Roy Newsome, Goff Richards,
David Loukes and Geoff Whitham who all helped him greatly. In fact, it was through Roy Newsome that
Darrol went on to study with Joseph Horovitz at the Royal College of Music in London. Darrol became a
freelance composer and arranger working for several publishers and lectured in composing and arranging
at Salford University, Barnsley and Accrington and Rossendale Colleges. Darrol conducted and
adjudicated throughout the United Kingdom and Europe at all levels.
His fine array of compositions included works for all levels — from youth to Championship Section, both
test-pieces and concert repertoire. 'Gemini' was used at the All England Masters International
Championship in 2011, whilst his popular 'A Salford Sinfonietta' was used as a set-work for the 1994
Second Section Regional Championships. Five works of his works were used as the test-pieces at the
National Finals in the Second, Third and Fourth Sections, whilst in 2011 the Butlins Mineworkers
Championship choose five of his works for their Championship Festival.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Adjudicators
Kapitol Promotions recently announced that all sections at this year’s Finals will have three adjudicators
as has been the case at the Championship Section Final for a number of years. Commenting on this
announcement, Philip Morris said: “This exciting development will give adjudicators that are registered
with the Association of Brass Band Adjudicators another fantastic opportunity to adjudicate at the
highest level”.
The original two adjudicators selected for the Fourth Section were John Maines and Gary Davis. The extra
adjudicator at Cheltenham this year will be Sarah Groarke-Booth who was one of the judges at the area
contest in Stevenage.
Gary Davies
Gary first became involved in banding at the age of 8 when he joined the Cwmaman Institute Silver Band
Junior Section, soon after joining the senior band. Here, Gary played a major role in the bands rise from
the 4th section to Championship section, not only as the bands soprano and at times solo cornet player
but as secretary and then chairman. At the age of 18 Gary became a member of the National Youth Brass
Band of Wales playing soprano under the baton of Mr Bram Tovey.
During his playing career, Gary has won the Grand Shield, gained 5th place in the British Open, and
played at the Royal Albert Hall for the National championships of Great Britain, as well as working with
many influential conductors such as Cynon Jones, Stan Lippeatt, Steve Bastable, Graham O'Connor, Philip
Harper, Nigel Seaman, Jonathan Corry, Michael Fowles and John Hudson.
In 2005 Gary became the Musical Director to the Tylorstown band, a position that he still holds today.
During this period the band has seen un-paralleled success. In 2010 the band were crowned 2nd Section
Welsh Regional Champions and 2nd section National Champions of Great Britain, a double that was
repeated in the 1st Section in 2013.
In 2009, in addition to his commitment with the Tylorstown band, Gary became the MD of the Llwydcoed
Band. Under his direction the band gained National promotion from 3rd Section to the 1st Section,
qualifying for the Lower Section National finals for 3 consecutive years 2010-2012. During this period,
Gary also led the band to the Welsh League 3rd and 2nd Section Titles, also gaining wins in both the 3rd
and 2nd Section National Eisteddfod of Wales.
In 2012, Gary commenced adjudication training under the direction of ABBA. In 2013, having completed
the necessary training sessions under his mentor — the vastly experienced Mr C Brian Buckley, Gary is
delighted to have been offered and has accepted the position of associate member with ABBA,
In 2010 and 2013 Gary was awarded the prestigious Eric James — Welsh conductor of the year award. He
is one of only 3 conductors that have held the title twice since inception in 1992.
Gary is a qualified accountant with his own business — so he can fit his banding commitments around
work. Gary is married to wife Karen and they have four children together.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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National Brass Band Championships Of Great Britain
John Maines
John Maines was born in Warrington, England. After initial lessons from his father, his early musical
career started as a tenor horn player with the Prescot Cables Band. After a move to trombone he joined
the Wigan Boys Club and Cammell Laird band in Birkenhead, Cheshire. As a young player he became the
North of England Junior Solo Champion and was invited to play for the National Youth Brass Band of
Great Britain. A move to Cornwall saw John as principal trombone with St. Austell and Bodmin bands
where he quickly made his mark with a succession of competition victories at solo competitions
throughout the South West. It was at this time that he gained the title of Champion Trombone Player of
Great Britain on three successive occasions, one of only two players ever to achieve a hat-trick in this
event.
After playing solo trombone with the Stanshawe (Bristol) and Fairey Engineering bands with whom he
also held the post of principal trombone with Harry Mortimer’s Men o’ Brass, he became principal
trombone with the Black Dyke Mills Band. With this famous band he won many major British titles and a
hat trick of European Championships. He also toured such countries as Holland, Switzerland, Spain and
Japan.
Since 1979 he has been a music tutor for the National Youth Brass Band of Great Britain and is a Council
member of the same organisation.
John travels extensively in Europe taking him to such places as Belgium, Holland, Luxembourg and
Denmark where he has taken part in various musical activities including the direction of the National
Youth Band of Denmark. John’s academic work saw him graduate from Sheffield University with a BA
(Hons) Degree.
John is in demand as a conductor in the UK directing many of our finest bands, as well as undertaking the
role of Master of Ceremonies at many of the country’s prestigious events such as The National Youth
Band Championships, The Great Northern Brass Arts Festival, The Harry Mortimer Centenary Concert and
acting as compere for many of the world’s finest bands such as Black Dyke, Faireys, Grimethorpe Colliery,
Fodens, Brighouse & Rastrick, Wingates, Leyland and Cory. John was for a time the Musical Director of
the world famous Versatile Brass group with whom he travelled extensively.
John writes for various music publications and has taken part in many recordings for CD, Radio and
Television. In addition to his everyday banding activities John was for many years the presenter of the
long running BBC weekly band programme "GMR Brass” and in 1999 received the Manchester Music
Makers award for his contribution to music broadcasting in the Greater Manchester area.
As well as his role as the in-house producer for Doyen Recordings John is also the presenter of World of
Brass Radio on www.worldofbrass.com, an internet based programme of news, chat and of course brass
music.
Sarah Groarke-Booth
Sarah studied music at University of Salford, gaining a BA (Hons) in Band Musicianship and a Masters
Degree in Performance (specialising in conducting). As a conductor, she has worked with many
ensembles including wind bands, brass ensembles and choirs. Her association with brass bands over the
past twenty years has led her to direct bands in Wales, Bristol, London and the North West of England.
She has had many contest successes, including winning Regional and National titles. Following her
musical studies and working as a brass tutor and conductor she attended the Bristol Old Vic Theatre
School to train as an actor. Since then, she has performed in theatres throughout the country and
appeared in various television programmes. She is also an experienced Compere and Voiceover artist and
has worked as a Musical Director on a number of stage shows. As a member and PRO of the Association
of Brass Band Adjudicators, Sarah is regularly engaged as an adjudicator at contests throughout the
country and she still finds time to fit in some trumpet playing.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

www.bradwellband.co.uk

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

PAGE 7

S E P T E MB E R 2 0 1 8

National Brass Band Championships Of Great Britain
Preparation
Strange things happen at contests even though the piece will have been thoroughly rehearsed. Nerves
can affect some people and sitting in a strange venue with different acoustics can be disconcerting even
for the most experienced of players. Probably the most important thing to do is to enjoy yourself! This
will always come through in your performance and is something that your audiences will pick up. Also if
you enjoy yourself it will make you feel a whole lot better about things the next time you perform! If you
are finding that nerves are a bit of an issue, avoid caffeine, dairy products or sugary products that will
give an immediate lift. Although the short term burst is quite welcome, there may well be a serious crash
or sugar low after an hour or so. Allowing yourself to enjoy the music that you are playing will help the
nerves have a lot less impact and will allow you to perform with greater confidence.

For many of us taking part in the National Finals it is likely to be a once in a lifetime experience. When
you take the stage stay focussed and remember what you have been asked to do in the music. Get seated
comfortably and adjust the height of the music stand if you need to. You may want to consider the use of
pegs to keep your music from falling off the stand. I know we are indoors but at a contest in the not too
distant past the air conditioning suddenly kicked in halfway through a performance sending music flying
off the stands! Make sure you are looking directly at the conductor so that he knows you are ready and
can make eye contact with you throughout the piece if necessary.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Milton Keynes Brass
Our friends at Milton Keynes Brass have also qualified for this year’s National Finals and will be
competing in the second section. This is held on same day as ours with the draw taking place at 8:15 a.m.
and play starting at 9:30 a.m. With such an early draw time Milton Keynes Brass have decided to stay in a
hotel on Friday night.
The test piece selected for them is “Firestorm” which was composed by Stephen Bulla for the tenth
anniversary of the United States Army Brass Band and received its first performance on 27 April 1991.
Inspired by the war in the Persian Gulf, the work is presented as a single movement rhapsody, framed by
the riveting sounds of airborne bombing raids, with flashback sequences evoking a Baghdad market scene
and the unspoiled beauty of the Iraqi countryside before its siege. Stephen Bulla noted that his sense of
inner creativity surrounding this project was directly related to the emotional impact of the war upon
him. The final page of his score bears the following poignant inscription: ‘Completed February 26 1991,
Kuwait liberated today.’
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Dates For The Diary
A provisional list of Band engagements for the coming twelve months.
Other dates are likely to be added to this list.

Saturday 15th September

National Finals Cheltenham

Saturday 13th October

North Crawley Church (Evening Concert)

*Saturday 20th October

St James Autumn Concert,

*PLEASE NOTE THAT THE DATE FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT HAS CHANGED FROM THAT PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED

Saturday 10th November

Stantonbury Theatre (Evening concert)

Sunday 11th November

Remembrance Day

Saturday 17th November

Christ the Vine Coffee Hall (Evening Concert)

Saturday 8th December

Newport Pagnell Singers Christmas Concert

Saturday 15th December

St. James Christmas Concert

Sunday 16th December

Stantonbury Sports & Social Club Christmas Concert

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

-

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

md@bradwellband.co.uk

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.cc23@gmail.com

Webmaster:

Fraser Cousins

fras@sky.com

Quartermaster

Adam Chappell

-

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.
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