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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones
Monday 25th August
Stony Stratford Town Fayre
This annual event, organised by the Lions Club of Milton Keynes (Stony Stratford) is held on Horsefair
Green every August Bank Holiday. The Town Fayre offers a Punch and Judy show, children's fairground
rides, stalls and much more. This engagement is also a reminder, if one was needed, that the summer
months are drawing to a close and this is last Bank Holiday before December.
The weather forecast was not good with rain predicted for most of the day. This had eased slightly to a
drizzle as we arrived to play and this gave us the chance to put up the Band’s gazebo before the rain
became really heavy. Lucy had the forethought to bring her gazebo as well and this was also quickly
erected affording the percussion section a good measure of protection from the elements.
The poor weather of course had an effect on the number of people present for what is usually a very well
supported event but we were ready and able to start the first of our two planned sessions on time. Under
the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech we presented a lively programme from our current
repertoire which included the trombone section of John, Jemma and Luca with “I Will Follow Him”.
The Mayor of Milton Keynes, Subhan Shafiq, arrived and there was a brief opening speech from him
before he was taken on a tour of the various stalls. The rain became even heavier and people sheltered
the best they could, huddled together under the trees around the green. At least they seemed to be
enjoying the music we played and you had to feel sorry for the many stall holders who had worked hard
in their preparations.
We had a break during which a Punch and Judy show was presented to an enthusiastic crowd of
youngsters. When he finished his first show we started our second spot which featured James in “Soul
Limbo”. We ended with two crowd pleasers “American Pie” and “Mama Mia” and stood to acknowledge
the applause for our efforts from a good number of people who had stayed around to listen to us. We
even had three people sheltering under the gazebo which was set up for the percussionists. It had been
an excellent effort in far from ideal conditions. We could easily have switched off given the terrible
weather but right from the start of playing there was a sense of togetherness and determination to enjoy
ourselves regardless. Brian was very pleased.
The gazebo proved to be the key factor in our being able to perform this afternoon. In the absence of any
alternative cover it would not have been possible to play without getting soaked and ruining all of the
music. We thank Robin once again for transporting all of the equipment, Lucy for the loan of her gazebo
and Mark for arranging such convenient parking spaces close to where we were playing. Thanks also go
to Tug for his playing help and to Liz for deputising on horn.
Horsefair Green - A Brief History
The area of land known as Horsefair Green was formally established in 1787 when the enclosure Act for
Calverton which included this part of Stony Stratford decreed that the piece of land called Horsefair was
to remain open and unenclosed. From 1622 there had been a weekly fair held on Fridays for the sale of
horses. These fairs ceased to be held by 1792 and the Lord of the Manor lost a useful source of income.
The land remained preserved for the public, but unfortunately no one was responsible for looking after it.
The Lord of the Manor was at pains to prevent incursions onto the land from whatever source. As in
modern times, if you leave a bit of land untended it soon becomes the target for opportunists to use
without having to pay any fees. The Calverton Court Rolls from 1836 to 1896 record several such
instances. On 28 October 1857 the Great Court Leet with its sworn Jury and Homage recorded that: "The
timber lying on the Horsefair ought not to be there and is a nuisance." The sawpit was ordered to be
filled in, and a year later two residents were ordered to remove the gardens they had created for
themselves on the Horsefair itself before 1 January 1859.
In 1901, the Lord of the Manor, who was being held financially responsible for the general upkeep of
Horsefair despite not receiving any market tolls sold 'All and every his manorial rights in or over the
Market Square, Silver Street and Horsefair Green' to the Stony Stratford Street Commissioners. It was
then that Horsefair was partly fenced, tidied up and became one of the most charming parts of Stony
Stratford. The War Memorial Garden was completed in 1922.
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones
Saturday 30th August
Bancroft Park
A “Lest We Forget 1914” event organised by the Stantonbury Parish Council in conjunction with other
local councils of Wolverton and Greenleys, Bradwell and New Bradwell. The theme for the evening was
music from the time of the Great War, the centenary of which is being commemorated in a series of local
events being held all around the country. Set in the open air of Bancroft Park, we were fortunate that the
weather stayed dry although understandably it turned a bit chilly as darkness descended.
The organisers had invited four of the area’s musical groups to perform an evening of brass and song. A
stage had been erected in the park behind the Roman Park Residents Club which was open all evening to
non-members for refreshments and comfort stops. The audience had been invited to bring along their
own seating and there were even some who had brought along a gazebo. Many had brought
refreshments and this helped create a relaxed atmosphere as the event proceeded.
The evening started with a fanfare from the cornets of Wolverton Town Band and the first group on stage
were the Milton Keynes Music Makers. Based in Stony Stratford, they were formed in 1985 to continue
the tradition of producing operettas which at that time were become less popular with other performing
groups in the area. They presented an enjoyable selection of songs and got the evening off to a fine start.
Wolverton Band followed with Clive Keech as guest conductor. Their programme included a selection of
World War One songs as well as items by Vaughan Williams and Elgar. They ended with the “Florentina
“march.
Next up on stage were the Wolverton Gilbert and Sullivan Society. Formed in 1975, its first production
was HMS pinafore. Since then a G&S Operetta has been performed every year and they also perform
summer shows and concerts which means they have a very busy and active time.
For their programme they included songs that had been featured in “Oh What A Lovely War”, including
the parodies the soldiers sang to well known hymn tunes.
It was dark by the time Bradwell Band took to the stage and under the baton of our Musical Director
Brian Keech we opened with “Pack Up Your Troubles”. We followed this with our first public performance
of “Florrie Forde’s Favourites” which is a selection of songs sung by the popular music hall entertainer.
The tunes include "Oh! Oh! Antonio!", "Hold Your Hand Out, Naughty Boy", "She's a Lassie from
Lancashire", “Till We Meet Again”, "A Bird in a Gilded Cage" "Has Anybody Here Seen Kelly?",“Down At
The Old Bull And Bush", and ends with “Good-Bye-Ee”.
Next up was the march “1914” a compilation of the songs “Long Way To Tipperary”, “Hello Who’s Your
Lady Friend?” and “Take Me Back to Dear Old Blighty”. We then launched into a last night of the proms
style finale with “Fantasia On British Sea Songs” which includes “Jack the Lad” (sailors hornpipe) and
“Rule Britannia”. This was followed by “Jerusalem” and our last piece was “Pomp and Circumstance No:
1”, otherwise known as Land of Hope and Glory”. Although by this time we could not see the audience in
the darkness, they enthusiastically joined in with the spirit of the music by clapping, singing and the
waving of flags and umbrellas in the air.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones
We were reminded of the reason why we had all gathered together this evening in a short address by the
Reverend Gill Barrow-Jones, the Vicar of Wolverton. One hundred years ago the young men of Wolverton
and Bradwell were going off to war, many of them never to return. Sadly the world is still suffering with
conflicts which cost the lives of many innocent people and the audience were invited to share in a period
of silence as we remembered past and the present sacrifices.
The final music of the evening was an arrangement of “Abide With Me” which includes the “Last Post”.
One of the world`s most popular hymns has been set in an accompanying role to the most poignant
military bugle call, bringing the two together to commemorate those who have lost their lives. Our front
row cornet players were joined by Heidi from Wolverton Band and stood on the grass in front of the
stage to perform the “Last Post”. The audience instinctively rose to its feet as the “Last Post” was
sounded, a fitting end to a grand evening of music making.
For the finale the audience were then treated to a brilliant display of fireworks. It had been an excellent
evening and we were extremely pleased with the audience response particularly to our performance. It
was good to share the stage with the other musical groups and gave us a chance to hear what they do.
Perhaps the organisers will think about arranging a similar event in the not too distant future. A bit
earlier in the year would be nice!
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Songs Of The Great War - Keith Jones
Over the last few issues we have looked at the history of some of the most popular and enduring songs
sung during the dark days of the Great War. These had all been written by professional musicians and
were aimed at keeping up the morale of the soldiers serving abroad and their families and loved ones
who were waiting anxiously at home for them to return safely. For this month I have looked at some of
the songs the soldiers themselves sang. Soldiers' songs differed from the mixture of war and patriotic
songs that were being sung in the concert and music halls of the day. Yes of course they would have sung
the likes of “Tipperary” and “Pack Up Your Troubles” countless times but they needed something else to
express their feelings and anxieties as the war dragged on endlessly month after month.
The songs the soldiers themselves composed were often set to well-known hymn tunes that they would
all have been familiar with from singing in school assemblies or in church. They would also make up their
own words to some of the popular songs to reflect on the circumstances they found themselves in. These
lyrics could be funny and no doubt some of them would seem a bit coarse, but they were a way of
expressing the wish for a return to a safe and normal life.
These songs would have been sung informally in the canteens and local inns when the soldiers were given
some brief respite from the mud and dangers of life in the forward trenches. They most certainly would
not have been included in any concert party officially arranged for their entertainment. The soldiers
would consume vast amounts of ale (spirits were only permitted for officers) and a song would be started
off firstly by an individual as a solo, but if the song was well known everyone else would join in. At the
end of each song all would sing "That was a very fine song; sing us another one, just like the other one.
Sing us another one do."
By joining in with the singing there was companionship and a willingness to share the good and the bad
times with the other men that the war had so randomly thrown together. In today’s terms this might be
referred to as male bonding. The important point to remember is that almost all of these men would
rarely have travelled a few miles beyond their home towns and villages before and now found
themselves in a foreign country witnessing some of the worst horrors ever known to mankind. So as you
read the words please bear in mind the circumstances under which they came about.
Tune - What a friend we have in Jesus
When this bleedin’ war is over
No more soldiering for me
When I get my civvies clothes on
Oh, how happy I shall be.
No more church parades on Sunday
No more asking for a pass
I shall tell the sergeant major
To stick his passes ..............

Tune - The Church’s One Foundation
We are Fred Karno’s Army the rag time infantry
We cannot fight, we cannot shoot
What bloody use are we?
And when we get to Berlin the Kaiser he will say
“Hoch, hoch, mein Got What a bloody rotten lot
Are the ragtime infantry".

Tune - Onward Christian Soldiers
Forward Joe Soap’s army marching without fear
With our brave commander safely in the rear.
He boasts and skives from morn till night and thinks he’s very brave
but the men who really did the job are dead and in their grave
Forward Joe Soap’s army marching without fear
And our brave commanders safely in the rear.

Tune - Tipperary
That’s the wrong way to tickle Marie
That’s the wrong way to kiss
Don’t you know that over here lad
They like it better like this.
Hooray pour la France
Farewell Angleterre
We didn’t know how to tickle Marie
But now we’ve learnt how
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Future Engagements
If are not going to be available for any of these engagements please let Robin or Sam know and
also advise your section leader. We will arrange for deputy players so you must leave your music
folder or make arrangements for it to be collected from you.
Playing members are asked to arrive at least 30 minutes before the start time shown for the
performance.

September
Saturday 6th

Help For Heroes Concert @ Stantonbury Theatre 7.30pm

Sunday 14th

Wolverton Works Memorial Commemoration

TBC

October
Saturday 11th St James Chuch, New Bradwell

7.30pm

Contacts
Chairperson:

Gary Morris
chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

616463
secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Dave Sanderson

616357
treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

310959
md@bradwellband.co.uk

Newsletter

S-J Edwards

319942
editor@bradwellband.co.uk

Webmaster:

Fraser Cousins

225772
fras@sky.com

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Misc...
Joke Corner
Q. How do you get ahold of a
Baritone player?
A. Eu-phone-ium
————————————————
Q. What’s the first position a
trombonist learns?
A. Head cocked, arm above it,
finger scratching scalp!

A Royal Marine has broken the world record for the
longest individual drum roll.
Sergeant Bugler Graham Stephenson smashed the
world record of 12 hours and three seconds on board
the Royal Yacht Britannia in Edinburgh. Sgt Stephenson
started his drum roll at midnight on Tuesday and
maintained it until afternoon to set a new best time. He
is now a double world record holder after he was one of
the Royal Marine Corps of Drums that broke the group
drum roll record earlier this year.
I’m sure our percussion team could match that!

Sorry Adam, someone has to sit next to Sam!
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