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Hi Everyone!
All too soon the Summer holidays are coming to a close, although parents
will no doubt be breathing sighs of relief as the kids go back to school?!
I am pleased to have received articles from both Lisa and Brian towards this
edition of the Bugle. Many thanks to you both! As always, I invite any of you
to do the same in the future and it doesn’t just have to be band related.
If any of you know someone who is not currently on the mailing list to
receive the Bugle every month and would like to be, please pass their details
on to me. If they do not have an Email address or access to the Internet, I’ll
be happy to send a copy by post.
See you in October!

Sarah-Jayne

News In Brief
The Band’s Next Engagement is on Saturday 7th September 2013 at The Parks Trust Country
Fayre in Campbell Park.
Organised by the Parks Trust, this is a one day fayre showcasing country craft, machinery,
falconry and parkland farm animals. Exciting news for this year the fayre will have The
Co-operative Membership Eco Area featuring stalls and information about green living as well
as street theatre and Festive Road. Free entry for all ages, recommended parking located at
Central Milton Keynes Shopping Centre. Performing in the purpose built amphitheatre,
Bradwell Band are expecting to play two sessions in what will be the last outdoor engagement
of the summer.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Supporters Club News

Wendy Keech has decided to stand down as Treasurer of the Supporters Club. We would
like to say a big thank you to Wendy for all her hard work and support over the years (and
also the support of Clive, who has kept an eye on the accounts and prepared very
professional Supporters Club accounts for the Band's AGM).
I have decided to step down as Chairman due to ill health. This means there is only Ann
Osbourne left on the committee, who is ably helped at Concerts and engagements by
Peter Blake. I would like to say a big thank you to both Ann and Peter who continue to give
their full commitment to supporting the band and raising much needed funds. Our latest
purchase for the band is a new gazebo big enough to keep the whole band dry. With our
inclement weather, I am sure it is going to get well used!
If you feel you could join the committee, as either the Chairman, Treasurer or a committee
member, please could you let either myself or Robin know. The Supporters Club has
always been an integral part of the band and does a fantastic job of raising funds, as the
band is self funding and the running costs, including insurance, coach hire, instrument
repairs, uniform costs etc soon adds up.
There is not a huge amount involved. Meetings are held every other month (subject to
change, if you feel less are necessary). The Supporters Club runs stalls at The Mill on May
Day, The School Carnival and Stony Stratford August Bank Holiday. They also run the raffle
and door at concerts. Finally they help with refreshments at the Soloist Competition once
a year.

It would be great to have new people with new ideas to raise funds.

Many thanks.
Lisa Huckle
Chairman - Bradwell Band Supporters Club

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports—Keith Jones
Sunday 18th August
International Tiger Moth Rally
Woburn Abbey
After a five year absence, there was a welcome return to Woburn Abbey for the de Havilland Moth Club
International Rally with people from the United States, New Zealand and Australia among those who flew
in. Always popular with vintage aeroplane and motor car fans since Woburn Abbey first played hosts in
1980, the event was to be the club’s highlight of the summer season. There were flying displays and many
vintage aircraft to be viewed on the specially prepared grass strip in the Deer Park which had been used
as a wartime runway. The organisers were intent on recreating an authentic ‘old English’ atmosphere
which encapsulated all that is great about Britain.
Bradwell Band was invited to help create this effect by performing two sessions in the Members
enclosure. Our entry to the venue was through a shorter and more direct route than previously and the
Band were set up ready to play in plenty of time. The weather was dry and warm with a fair amount of
sunshine and with plenty of people around under the leadership of our Musical Director Brian Keech, we
opened the programme in the traditional manner with the march “Army Of The Nile”.
The music played this afternoon was from our current repertoire although we did also appropriately give
an airing to “Those Magnificent Men In Their Flying Machines”, the featured soloist in the first half was
Karen with an outstanding performance of “For Your Eyes Only”. Our first session ended with the
patriotic medley of “Famous British Marches”.

Photo courtesy of David Huckle
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Engagement Reports—Keith Jones (Continued)
There was an interval during which some members had the privilege of purchasing some expensive drinks
in the members’ marquee. Others were happy to talk amongst themselves and to admire the aircraft and
soak up some of the atmosphere.
Our second session began with “Death Or Glory” and continued with music used during summer with the
addition of “Irish Blessing”. Toby performed on cowbell for “Soul Limbo”, which used to be the theme
music for BBC cricket, and by complete co-incidence this item was perfectly timed with part of the flying
display with reference to the Ashes series including people on the runway in cricket whites and giant
cricket stumps. Our involvement concluded with the “Can Can” and we received generous applause from
all of those who were within hearing distance and our efforts appear to have been appreciated.
It had not been easy performing to a back drop of low flying planes and an almost constant commentary
over the public address system but the Band did well to maintain good levels of concentration. It is great
to be a part of an event such as this and reach a whole new audience of people. The 2014 date has now
been set for 16th and 17th August; let’s hope we get invited back again.
We were grateful for playing help on trombone from Rachel of the Woburn Sands Band and Tony from
Olney Brass. We also appreciated the help from Tug and Adam Keech who was drafted in to play just days
before leaving for a teaching job in Kuwait. I am sure you will join me in wishing Adam a safe and
interesting time abroad and look forward to hearing how he gets on.
There just remained the small matter of the journey home. We had been spoilt with our easy entry and
to make up for this the circuitous exit route was designed to take us right round the deer park, passing
the Abbey first on the left and then on the right before finally reaching the main road. It must have been
nearly five miles to go round in a circle. I’m surprised we didn’t end up in the Safari Park!

Photo courtesy of David Huckle
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports—Keith Jones (Continued)
Monday 26th August
Town Fayre
Stony Stratford
An annual event organised by the Lions Club of Milton Keynes (Stony Stratford), Bradwell Band was
delighted to again accept the invitation to provide some musical entertainment The good people of
Stony Stratford and surrounding districts turned out in their numbers to enjoy the warm sunshine on
the last Bank Holiday Monday of the year.
With most members now returned from their holidays, the Band were sat down and ready to play in
plenty of time After an impromptu fanfare by Tug, the Mayor of Milton Keynes Brian White declared
the Fayre open, inviting people to spend their money at the many stalls set around the historic
Horsefair Green.
Under the baton of Musical Director Brian Keech, the Band opened with the march “Army of the Nile”
for the first of two thirty minute sessions. All today’s featured music was from the current repertoire
and there was another excellent solo performance by Karen of “For Your Eyes Only”. Karen had spent
part of the week-end in the A&E department having accidentally cut two of her fingers with a knife.
With protection for the stitches on the offending digits, Karen put on a brave face and played her full
part in the afternoon’s music making. The other note from the first half was the substitution of Dan for
the absent Toby on the cowbell for “Soul Limbo”. We missed you Toby!
We then enjoyed a thirty minute break whilst the crowds were entertained by a Punch and Judy show.
This was presented by Professor Des Turner and Mavis who having reached 80 years of age has announced his retirement from performing. A veteran showman and President of the Punch and Judy
Fellowship, Des has accepted the title of Professor Emeritus from his College colleagues - awarded as a
mark of gratitude for his stalwart efforts on behalf of the Punch tradition. Having shared the
entertainment with him at Stony Stratford for a number of years, we wish him well in his retirement.

Photo courtesy of David Huckle
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports—Keith Jones (Continued)
Once commonplace at every seaside resort throughout the country, Punch & Judy shows have been
entertaining audiences for many generations. The show as we know it today has its origins that can be
traced back to Italian street theatre in the 16th Century and most probably goes back even further than
this. Street theatre employed many actors and players, each demanding high fees. It is thought that to
keep costs down string puppets (marionettes) replaced the actors in the 17th Century.
The earliest recorded evidence we have of Punch in England is from the 17th Century Diarist Samuel
Pepys. Who, while on a visit to Covent Garden, on 9th May 1662, wrote...“Thence to see an Italian
puppet play that is within the rayles there, which is very pretty, the best that ever I saw, and great resort of gallants.”
The Monarch of the day, King Charles II was also a regular visitor to Covent Garden, which was home to
his mistress Nell Gwyn. It is thought the King enjoyed the puppet shows so much that a Royal Decree
was passed, allowing Punch & Judy men to call themselves “Professor”.
The audience thoroughly enjoyed the show. This suggests to me that that you don’t need television
and video games to keep the kids entertained.
We commenced our second spot with “Raiders of the Lost Ark” and ran through the rest of the
programme smoothly finishing with the “Can Can”. On conclusion we stood to acknowledge the excellent applause of the many people who had stood around to listen to us. This always makes our efforts
seem so much more worthwhile. The playing had been good throughout although there was some lack
of concentration at times. I am sure this was mostly down to everyone enjoying themselves on a lovely
summer’s afternoon.
We were grateful for playing help today from Tug, George and Jeff. Also special mention to James who
was our principal percussionist for the engagement. We are indeed fortunate to have three competent
exponents of the art of hitting all manner of things with sticks.

Photo courtesy of David Huckle
www.bradwellband.co.uk

PAGE 7

T HE B R A D WE LL BU GL E

S EP TE MBE R 2013

Notes From The M.D
Musical Director Brian Keech has supplied the following articles. Thanks Brian

Car Treasure Hunt
On Sunday September 1st the Band’s annual Car Treasure Hunt took place. 6 teams took part and all
eagerly tried to solve the clues set by last year’s winners Ian & Lorraine. Our hunt for clues took us to
such venues as The Secret Garden Wolverton, The Crown Pub in Stony Stratford, Furzton Lake, Crownhill and Newport Pagnell. This year we finished at the Galleon Pub in Old Wolverton and it was lovely to
socialise with everyone.
The winners with every answer correct and the lowest mileage were Jess, James and family, who were
awarded the celebrated Spark Plug trophy. It is always good to socialise away from Band and I’m sure
everyone enjoyed their day. If you want more such events any ideas are greatly received by the Band’s
committee.

Concert in St. James
On October 12th the bands annual Autumn concert takes place at St James Church. The proceeds from
this concert go to the Band’s funds and can be a major fundraiser for us. Please publicise the event in
any way you can, from displaying posters to word of mouth to friends and family. If every member was
able to get 3 people to come to the concert we would have a full house.

Adam and his Kuwaiti Adventure
A short report from Kuwait to let you know that Adam is settling in well. He only has restricted access
to the internet so apologises if he is not answering all e-mails. His apartment is nice, on the top floor so
he doesn’t disturb people with his practicing. The people are all very friendly and he is coping with the
heat okay. As well as classroom teaching he has been asked to lead the Junior School and Senior school
wind band and form a brass group. In a difference to the UK, many of these groups take place before
school so some mornings he starts work at 7am.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Wolverton 175—Keith Jones

After the recent uncertainties regarding the Wolverton Railway Works, it has been good to hear the
news that the business has now been sold to a German company and the future is looking a bit more
secure for the remaining workforce. I am sure we all know that the coming of the Railway Works had a
profound impact on the areas of Wolverton and New Bradwell as they are today and it is only right that
the 175th anniversary is still being recognised, if not fully celebrated. Wolverton Works has an undeniable place in the world’s railway history and it would be wrong to ignore this achievement.

Royal Assent was given on 6 May 1833 for the London & Birmingham Railway Act. Work began on the
line in June 1834 and it opened in stages – Euston to Boxmoor (now known as Hemel Hempstead) in
July 1837, Boxmoor to Tring in October 1837, Tring to Denbigh Hall on 9 th April 1838. The site for Wolverton Station and Central Depot was chosen because it was almost midway between the two termini
of Birmingham Curzon Street and Euston. It was also alongside the Grand Junction Canal which meant
building materials could be easily transported to the site. Wolverton Works (at the time called Wolverton Station) opened on 17th September 1838 with a workforce that numbered 203 men.
As part of a series of events to mark the 175th anniversary, a steam hauled train will be making a short
stop at Wolverton Station on 14th September at around 9:00 a.m. The train starts from Euston and will
be picking up passengers in Milton Keynes and Wolverton before continuing its journey to the Severn
Valley Railway. It is due to be headed by the locomotive “Britannia” which was built in 1951. On arrival
at Wolverton, passengers will be given Banbury cake and biscuits served by “Victorian” waitresses in an
echo of the once famous Wolverton Refreshment rooms. Wolverton Town Band hopes to be there as
well. Donations for refreshments will be welcome otherwise this is a free event. If you are going remember that station parking is not free at weekends.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Future Engagements
September 2013
Sat 7th

Country Fayre @ Campbell Park

1.00pm

October 2013
Sat 12th

Concert @ St James Church

7.30pm

November 2013
Sun 10th

Remembrance Day @ New Bradwell

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts, etc...
Contact Details
Chairperson:

Gary Morris
chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

616463

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk
Treasurer:

Dave Sanderson

616357

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk
Musical Director:

Brian Keech

310959

md@bradwellband.co.uk
Supporters Club:
Above is a photo showing the badge
that was commissioned by Peter
Blake to mark his Presidency, as
reported in last month’s Bugle.
Band members are now proudly
wearing these on their jackets.

Lisa Huckle

217429
lhuckle@sky.com

Newsletter

Sarah Edwards

319942

editor@bradwellband.co.uk
Webmaster:

Fraser Cousins

225772
fras@sky.com

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

Development Group
Bradwell Silver Band’s Development Group is for those who are looking to learn how to play a
brass instrument with the ultimate aim to provide the players of the future. It is also open to
those who are considering a return after a break in playing. New members are always welcome but we would ask that you contact us first to check availability of
instruments and teaching staff. A suitable brass instrument and tuition are provided free of
charge for successful applicants. As most parents will know, the local schools will
always charge fees for this so this is a unique opportunity for people of all ages who want to
take their first steps in making music. All we will ask in return is a willingness to learn and commitment to attend the weekly rehearsal on a Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
The current membership varies in age and in the length of time they have been playing but
they are all encouraged to play as part of the whole group. Under the leadership of Luke Colvin,
the Development Group has resumed weekly rehearsals after the summer break. With other
members of the senior band helping out, the group is preparing to play a part in the St. James
concert on Saturday October 12th. More details will be supplied to the group over the coming
weeks but it would be nice to see the parents and other family members present at the concert
to see how they are progressing.

www.bradwellband.co.uk

T HE B R A D WE LL BU GL E

PAGE 11

S EP TE MBE R 2013

Bradwell Silver Band Membership List
Committee
Chairperson:

Gary Morris

Trustees:

Brin Carstens / Graham Crisp

Secretary:

Robin Allen

Junior Rep:

Sam Allen

Treasurer:

Dave Sanderson

Members:

Maria Belton

Steph Chappell

Librarian:

Sam Allen

Louis Wilson

Karen Wilson

Playing Positions

Non Committee Positions

Principal Cornet:

Vacant

President:

Peter J Blake

Solo Cornets:

Dan Whitmore

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Jess Davies

Publicity Officer:

Vacant

Julia Hollis

Magazine Editor:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

Lisa Huckle

Fundraising:

Supporters Club

Soprano Cornet:

Adam Chappell

Quartermaster:

Sam White

Repiano Cornet:

Sam Allen

2nd Cornet:

Orla Howell
Alison Drury

3rd Cornet:

Rachel Griffith
Tania Dytrych

Honorary Members
Chris Coull

Brian Keech

Malcolm Hills

David Wilson

Jim Whyte

Flugel Horn:

Karen Wilson

Solo Horn:

Keith Jones

Adam Chappell

Orla Howell

1st Horn:

Louis Wilson

James Fosch

Ben Mirfin

Liz Keech

Steph Chappell

Arwel Rees-Kay

2nd Horn:

Steph Chappell

Daniel Gaylor

Lucinda Gaylor

1st Baritone:

Lucy Bedford

Andrew Hutton

Sarah Hutton

2nd Baritone:

Maria Belton

Toby Dytrych

Tania Dytrych

Ella Duncan

Daisy Roberts

Euphonium:

Fraser Cousins

Development Group

Elis Rees-Kay

Luke Colvin
1st Trombone:

John Lee

2nd Trombone:

Vince Jarjadian

Bass Trombone:

Luca Ianotta

Eb Basses:

Dave Sanderson
Jonathan Evans

BBb Bass:

Robin Allen

Percussion

Steve Osborne

The Development Group is open to everyone, irrespective of
age. So if you know anyone who’s been thinking of taking
up a brass instrument, get them to come along. Experience
not necessary.

Toby Dytrych
James Lawrie

*If you are interested in these positions, or would just like to
come along for an evening, feel free to contact the Band’s
secretary, Robin Allen

www.bradwellband.co.uk

Some of Bradwell Band players will be joining forces with members of other local bands in performing in a
Prom Concert being held in Cosgrove. Organised by Joe who is the event’s musical director, last year’s event
proved to be very popular and performed to an almost full Church. If you would like to go please book your
tickets early!

www.bradwellband.co.uk

