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Hi Everyone!
Welcome to the October edition of the Band’s monthly
newsletter. With the recent turn in the weather and the
evenings getting dark early we know that Autumn has arrived.
There was just the one playing engagement in September
which came right at the beginning of the month and you can
read a report on this inside these pages. By all accounts the
Car Treasure Hunt and BBQ social event went well but
unfortunately I have not received any reports on this.
So the Band’s summer season of engagements has come to an
end and they have turned their attention towards practising
new music for the two evening concerts coming up in quick
succession later this month.
I thank Brian for his report on his attendance at the Scarlets
Appeal event and send out my usual plea for future articles
from anyone who would like to contribute. It doesn’t have to be
about brass bands!

Sarah-Jayne

Development Group
After taking an extra long break for the summer holidays the group are back in full swing as they
prepare for their participation in the concert at St. James. We have recently taken delivery of another
new trombone which means in the past twelve months we have been very fortunate to be able to
purchase eleven new instruments for exclusive use by the Development Group, along with mutes,
instrument stands and smart new music folders.
We are extremely grateful to the Wavendon Foundation for their magnificent support in helping us to
continue to give youngsters the chance to get involved in regular musical activity.
Reluctantly for the time being we have been forced to take the decision not to accept any new
applications from prospective beginners as we have insufficient teaching resources available. We have a
waiting list and are hoping we will be able to restart these classes in January but this very much
depends on one or more of our experienced members coming forward and offering to help with
teaching on a regular basis.
We are however pleased to say that we are still able to accept into the main group players who have
been learning to play elsewhere as they can already read music and are able to produce consistent
notes.
www.bradwellband.co.uk

PAGE 2

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

OCTOBER 2019

What’s On?...October
Where to see and hear the Band this month...
Saturday 12th October- Bradwell Silver Band in Concert, Cosgrove Church - 19:30pm
Proceeds to Bradwell Silver Band and Cosgrove Church Masonry Fund.
We understand that nearly all of the tickets have already been sold for this. Please check availability to
avoid disappointment! Details from Wendy on 077104 97415 or email wendypage1@gmail.com
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Saturday 19th October - Autumn Concert, St James Church - New Bradwell - 19:30pm
(See poster on back page for more details)
For those of you who suffered sitting uncomfortably in the old pews we are delighted to be able to report
that they have all recently been replaced with individual cushioned chairs, so come and listen to the Band
in comfort!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Regional Test Pieces for 2020 Announced
Although the annual Regional Contests are still six more than months away, the list ofthtest-pieces
for
2020 was revealed at the National Finals held in Cheltenham over the weekend of 14 and 15th
September. In a new initiative, the works for the First, Second, Third and Fourth Sections are being sold
directly by the composers, whilst the Championship Section work is available through retailers. All the
selected test pieces were available to purchase from a combined composers exhibition stand at
Cheltenham.
The 2020 choices were made by the Music Panel of the National Brass Band Championships of Great
Britain comprising Michael Fowles, Paul Holland, Samantha Harrison, C. Brian Buckley, John Maines and
Richard Evans.
Test Pieces:
Championship Section: A Tale As Yet Untold (Philip Sparke)
First Section: Legacy for Brass Band (Tom Davoren)
Second Section: The Golden Sabre (Kit Turnbull)
Third Section: Endurance (Andrew Baker)
Fourth Section: Neverland (Christopher Bond)
Bradwell Silver Band will be competing in the third section where the selected piece is 'Endurance'. This is
described as a series of five narrative variations inspired by the epic Trans-Antarctic Expedition of 1914
undertaken by explorer, Sir Ernest Shackleton. His ship, which gives Andrew Baker's work its title, was
famously pictured stuck in ice 200 miles from her intended landfall, a fate that offered no return.
Undeterred, Shackleton and some crew members undertook a perilous journey across the southern
Atlantic in lifeboats to reach Elephant Island, and then, another 800 miles to South Georgia, where they
still had to climb over its mountainous terrain to find a base at a whaling station. After a short period of
rest they then returned to rescue the remaining crew a staggeringly heroic journey that had taken over
two years to successfully complete.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
Sunday 1st September
Music In The Park
Leighton Buzzard
For the Band’s last engagement of the Summer season we travelled to Leighton Buzzard for a concert
held on the bandstand in Parson's Close Recreation Ground, tucked away behind the town’s High Street.
For many years the Leighton-Linslade Town Council has organised Sunday afternoon band concerts
showcasing brass and silver bands from around the region. The concerts now include jazz and popular
music offering a diverse and entertaining programme to suit all tastes. This year’s programme began on
Sunday 2nd June and continued until 8th September, This has always been one of my personal favourite
outdoor jobs as we get to perform on a traditional bandstand in a well maintained park. As well as
listening to bands performing on the recently refurbished bandstand, visitors have the opportunity to
purchase refreshments throughout the concert from the newly opened kiosk located by the Splash ‘N’
Play Park.
Although there was some rain falling in Milton Keynes as we travelled to the venue the weather here was
bright and sunny, not as hot as our concert the previous week in Northampton but still pleasant for a late
Summer’s afternoon. A good sized audience had settled into their chairs ready for our performance to
begin.
Under the leadership of our Musical Director Brian Keech, we opened with “FANFARE AND FLOURISHES”
and followed this by introducing our first soloist of the afternoon with Tug playing “DON’T IT MAKE MY
BROWN EYES BLUE”. “ROCK AROUND THE CLOCK” was up next which had some of the younger members
of the audience up on the feet to dance before the classic arrangement of the famous hymn tune
“AMAZING GRACE” provided a contrast in playing styles.
Our selection from the musical theatre today was “THE GREATEST SHOWMAN” and we followed this with
“COUNTRY SCENE” in which Tug and Fraser were again impressive with their solo parts. Up next was
“THERE’S NO BUSINESS LIKE SHOW BUSINESS” and then our second soloist with Steph on Tenor Horn
with “MISTY”.
The last piece in our first session was the selection or wartime favourites known as “KEEP SMILING
THROUGH”.
We then had a break for refreshments before starting the second half with “PRISTMATIC LIGHT” before
Fraser was introduced to perform one of brass bands most enduring classic euphonium solos
“GRANDFATHERS CLOCK”.
We next played the atmospheric “A NIGHTIINGALE SANG IN BERKELEY SQUARE” before bring the music
back up tempo with “THE LINCOLSHIRE POACHER”.
Our final soloist of the afternoon was Evan playing the trombone solo “LOVE IS ALL AROUND” which led
to the march “THE WIZARD” followed by “ONE VOICE”. The horn section featured in “YESTERDAY ONCE
MORE” before the programme was brought to an end with “LA BAMBA”.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
Brian thanked the Leighton-Linslade Town Council for continuing to arrange these highly enjoyable
Sunday afternoon concerts and also thanked the audience for supporting the events. We concluded the
afternoon’s music making by playing the National Anthem.
It had been an excellent concert with very good playing throughout. All of our soloists were again
excellent with the band helping by providing sensitive accompaniment which provided a solid foundation
for some expressive playing.
As we were packing away after the concert several members of the audience took the time to speak to
Brian and say how much they had enjoyed our performance. They were full of praise for the quality and
the quantity of music performed and said how good it was to see so many youngsters in the Band who
seemed to be enjoying themselves. It is a few years since our last appearance here, our last one should
have been two years ago but this was cancelled by the organisers as high winds had been forecast. Let’s
hope it is not too long before we are invited back again
Today was the last engagement with the Band for Toby on percussion who has now started his studies at
University. We are sorry to see him go but we are sure we will see him again when he returns home for
the holidays.
We thank all the soloists and band members for their efforts during the summer. The last three
engagements were seen and heard by many hundreds of people with the Band performing to a very high
standard.
A special thank you also goes to our secretary Robin who not only makes all the arrangements but also
brings the band’s trailer containing the equipment needed for our performances. The trailer also acts as a
signpost by letting people know who we are.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Scarlets Appeal Presentation Evening
Submitted by Brian Keech

As many of you will remember last November the band performed a “Lest We forget” concert at
Stantonbury where nearly £800 was raised for the Scarlets Appeal. The Scarlets Appeal had a target of
£300,000 to allow them to buy light weight Scarlet Jackets for the Chelsea Pensioners. It is fantastic to
report that this has been achieved and 4 members of the band were invited to a Presentation evening on
Thursday 12th September at the Royal Hospital Chelsea.
The lucky 4 were Sam, Steph, Peter and myself who all met at Steph’s house for a 3.30pm departure.
Peter had volunteered to drive which was a massive help and allowed our journey time to be shorter
than going by train. Due to his job Peter has an excellent knowledge of the roads in London and got us to
Chelsea for 5.30pm but at the same time allowed us to travel through Theatre District and past many of
the famous sites in London.
After Parking at the Royal Hospital, we were shown to the Great Hall where the evening presentation
took place. On display were Scarlet Uniforms through the ages and pictures of very early Uniforms. The
hall soon started to fill with staff from the Royal Hospital and Pensioners as well as invited guests.
Everyone I spoke to was genuinely interested in our Band and how we had raised funds for this fantastic
cause. We all spoke with many of the In-House Pensioners and I particularly enjoyed talking to a lady
member who told me she was one of fourteen Lady Chelsea Pensioners who had moved from
Gloucestershire to become a Pensioner 3 years ago. She wished she had moved earlier as it was a
fantastic life. She also informed me she would be one of the first to be fitted with a new Light weight
uniform.
After an hour of enjoying each other’s company, having some nice drinks and eating strange canapés it
was time for some Speech’s. First was General Sir Adrian Bradshaw Governor of the Chelsea Hospital, he
spoke about what the Uniform still means to the ex-military personnel who wear it and that the Scarlet
Coat is recognised worldwide. He also said that people become a Chelsea Pensioner to live and not to die
and as a result play such an important part in the National and local community. Having a new Light
weight cooler uniform would allow them to take on even more tasks but allowing all pensioners to feel
more comfortable carrying out their duties. Next up was an employee from Kashket & Partners the
company who had been chosen to provide the new Uniform. He informed us his company was
established in 1655 even before the Royal Hospital was built and supplied Uniform to all Household
Regiments for many years. The supply of the new Uniforms to the Pensioners has taken a great deal of
time and effort to make sure they receive the best cloth/fabric to achieve a lightweight garment that will
last for years/ could be recycled etc. The first 2 garments will be ready to be fitted by end of October with
the plan to have all Pensioners in their new Jackets by “Founders Day” June 2020. The final person to
speak was a Chelsea Pensioner, on behalf of the Pensioners he thanked everyone who had helped raised
the £300,000 and said that whether a donation of £10,000 or £1 had been made it meant the same to
them. He said that even though the majority of the Pensioners had spent most of their life wearing
uniform anything being done to make it more comfortable, durable and Environmentally friendly was
excellent. He finished his speech with a poem he had written which summed up everyone’s grateful
thanks.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Scarlets Appeal Presentation Evening
After this there was time to meet more people present and have some Photo’s taken as memories of this
wonderful evening. Before we left everyone present was given a copy of a CD Home from Home
performed by Russell Watson and Friederike Krum which had been released to raise funds for the Scarlet
Appeal. As we were leaving, we were then given more copies so that every member of the Band could
receive one. Friederike Krum who is also an ambassador for the Royal hospital Chelsea was present on
the evening and obviously a big favourite of the Pensioners including one who showed us pictures of an
amazing painting that he had done of her for her birthday.

Leaving London was interesting at Peter’s sat-nav wanted to keep going down No Entry roads and we did
pass the Royal Albert Hall just as the audience were leaving the Proms concert. I know all 4 of us who
went had a fantastic time and thank the band for allowing us to represent you at a memorable event.
There was though one final request from the Governor before we left and that was would we come back
in 2020 and perform another Concert.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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All Our Yesterdays

This photograph appeared in Sylvia Mead’s book “Marching Out” The 95 Years of Bradwell Silver Band

For this month’s trip down memory lane we go back to 1951 when the Bradwell Silver Band played at the
Gawcott Garden Party near Buckingham. Note the smart military style uniforms complete with peaked
caps. In those days not many people had their own cars and it was quite common for members to make
their way to engagements on bicycles in full uniform with instruments strapped on their backs!

Back Row L-R: J.E. Johnson (Bandmaster), L. Bowler, W. Frost, H. Sapwell, ? , W. Walters, W. Mallard,
B. Nash, M. Pepper, W. Hood, A. Pepper, R. Smart
Middle Row: B. Breedon, W. Kightley, W. Campbell, J. Levitt, B. Cross, T. Kelly, R. Thompson
Front Row: R. Campbell, C. Bennett

One of these gentlemen was a great character who was still a member of the Band until the mid 1970s.
He wore a set of dentures which he would carefully wrap in a handkerchief before playing and put them
in his trouser pocket for safe keeping. During one concert performance he needed to wipe his nose quite
urgently and pulled the handkerchief from his pocket only to watch in dismay as his dentures slid across
the floor towards the audience. On another occasion he was enjoying a post performance pint with other
members of the Band in a rather crowded public house. As the evening progressed nature wanted to
take its course and he was obliged to use the facilities which meant leaving his unfinished glass of beer on
the counter. To stop anyone from mistakenly drinking it in his absence he decided to leave his dentures in
the glass, On his return to the bar he discovered that the glass now contained two sets of dentures. He
still drank the beer though!
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Dates For The Diary
Saturday 12th October Saturday 19th October Sunday 24th November -

Cosgrove Church Concert 19:30pm
St. James Church Autumn Concert 19:30pm
Leicestershire Brass Band Association - Open Brass Band Contest
Loughborough Endowed Schools,
Burton Walks, Leicester Road, Loughborough, Leicestershire LE11 2AQ

Saturday 7th December Saturday 7th December Saturday 14th December Sunday 22nd December -

St. James Church Christmas Tree Festival T.B.C
Concert with Newport Pagnell Singers T.B.C
St. James Church Christmas Concert 19:30pm
Stantonbury Sports & Social Club Christmas Concert T.B.C

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Deputy Publicity Officer
Newsletter Editor:

Orla Howell
Sarah-Jayne Edwards

Website:

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk
“
sj.cc23@gmail.com
www.bradwellband.co.uk

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.
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