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The Bradwell Bugle 

Hi everyone 

Thanks once again to Keith for providing a detailed report of the Regional Area Contest and in case 
you haven’t heard yet, we came …... 

 

3rd !!!!!! 
 

Steph 
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This is the latest edition of the Band’s newsletter. Read all about the busy sum-

mer we have had.  

Due to promotion at her place of employment, Steph has decided to step down as 

Editor of the newsletter. I am sure you will all join me in thanking  Steph for her 

sterling efforts.        

So we need a new editor please! If you are interested please let Robin know. 

 

 

Leighton Buzzard 

Sunday 1st July 

 

The concert was held at the bandstand in Parson's Close Recreation Ground, near the centre of Leighton Buzzard. 

There are free concerts in the park on many Sundays throughout the summer. They began on the first Sunday after-

noon in June and continue until the first Sunday in September. These are arranged by Leighton-Linslade Town Coun-

cil and feature top brass and silver bands from the surrounding counties.  

This has always been one of my personal favourite outdoor jobs as we get to perform on a traditional bandstand in a 

well maintained park. The weather was overcast to start with and there were a few spots of rain but it improved as the 

concert progressed and we even had some sunshine to enjoy.   

 

With Musical Director Brian Keech conducting, we opened with the march “Ravenswood”. The programme then moved 

swiftly along with just time in between pieces for Brian to announce the title of the next piece. “American Pie”, “Harry 

Potter And The Philosophers‟ Stone”,  “Lincolnshire Poacher”, “You Raise Me Up”, “Country Gardens”, “By The Time I 

Get To Phoenix”, “The Trap”, “The Old 110th,  “Hey Jude” and ending the first session with “Radetzky March” 

 

After an interval for refreshments in which Peter was kind enough to provide us with some doughnuts, we started the 

second half with “Famous British Marches” which is a medley of tunes associated with the military and includes “The 

British Grenadier”, “Lily Belero”, “Hielan‟ Laddie,” “Men of Harlech” and “Rule Britannia”.  

Engagement Reports—Keith Jones 
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Our euphonium team of Frazier and Luke gave another splendid rendition of “Can‟t Take My Eyes Off You”, all the more 

noteworthy because Fraser was not feeling well and had nearly missed the engagement. In the absence of principal cow 

bell player Dan, it was left to Steve to provide the rhythm for “Soul Limbo”. “Anna Magdalena‟s Song” although not 

played for a while went very well followed by “Poker Face”. 

“Love and Marriage” received another airing and “The Two Imps” which was originally scheduled to be a xylophone fea-

ture switched to a cornet duet with Sue and Adam Keech, and very well played it was too.    

 “You Are Not Alone” was followed by our finale “Pirates of the Caribbean”. 

 

Brian thanked the Leighton-Linslade Town Council for continuing their sponsorship of the Summer Bandstand concerts 

and the large audience for coming along to listen to our performance. 

 

It had been a long and demanding programme and there were some tired lips towards the end but the Band played well. 

We received some favourable comments from members of the audience who went out of their way to say how much they 

had enjoyed it.     

 

Our thanks go to guest players Andrew Long from Woburn Sands Band, Perry Harris from Wolverton Town Band and to 

regular deputies Adam Keech and Lisa.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Sunday 8th July 

Milton Keynes Museum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a long time since we played at the Milton Keynes Museum which is situated at Stacey Hill Farm on the southern 

outskirts of Wolverton. Today‟s event was advertised as a Country Fair. Given the recent lousy wet weather and that 

today was the British Grand Prix and the Wimbledon men‟s final, you may think that this would affect the attendance. 

As it was, the main car park was full and the overspill car park was also well populated. No doubt a rare dry morning 

had tempted people who were not interested in the televised sports events to venture out.         

The organisers had thoughtfully provided a marquee for us opposite the Museum‟s Hall of Transport. This would certain-

ly have kept us dry if the forecast rain had fallen. In the event the weather was kind to us and we had to roll up some of 

the rear flaps to keep us cool. 

Under the leadership of our Musical Director Brian Keech, we performed a one hour continuous session with music se-

lected from our current repertoire. Many of the museum visitors stopped to listen to our performance and there were 

plenty of tapping feet and generous applause at the end of each item we played. Our allotted playing time went by all too 

quickly and the Band had again performed well. It was an enjoyable engagement and gave us an opportunity to perform 

Engagement Reports—Keith Jones (Continued) 
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in front of people who may not have heard us play before. 

We thank Adam Keech and Lisa again for providing excellent cover for some of our players who were not available today. 

We were also pleased to welcome back Joe who has just graduated from his University course with a degree with a 2:1 

BMus Degree and a 1st in Conducting.   

For anyone interested, there are some photographs and a couple of videos posted on the Bradwell Band Facebook site. 

One is “Poker Face” and the other is “Hey Jude”.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~ 

Saturday 14th July 

New Bradwell Carnival & Fete 

 

Organised by the school, this is an eagerly awaited annual event in New Bradwell.  After a wet morning, the weather 

relented and by the time the parade moved off the rain had actually stopped. With Lucas at the front of the Band carry-

ing the „Brass The Baton‟ banner, the parade followed the now customary circuitous route around the streets of New 

Bradwell. We passed the Cuba public house three times! 

Bottles of water had thoughtfully been provided for us at the Clock Tower and we took the opportunity to refresh our-

selves before resuming our position at the head of the parade for the final stretch back to the school. Marches played 

during the long were “Imperial Echoes”, “Erimus”, “Slaidburn”, “True and Trusty” and “The Middy”. 

There was a short break in playing as the vehicles unloaded their cargo of children and staff and we then played a con-

tinuous session of music. For this sitting down performance we were pleased to welcome as a guest player Louise, the 

principle cornet player of the Battle Town Band. Louise had made the long journey up from East Sussex to collect the 

baton for the next stage of the „Brass The Baton relay‟. 

We started off with “The Old 110th”and rattled through the by now familiar programme of “American Pie”, “Harry Pot-

ter”, “Lincolnshire Poacher”. “You Raise Me Up”, “Poker Face”, “Country Garden”, “Soul Limbo”, and “Pirates of the Car-

ibbean”.  In Dan‟s absence, Toby volunteered to play the cow bell in “Soul Limbo” and standing in front of the Band did a 

splendid job of it keeping the rhythm spot on all the way through.  

Our final piece was “Going The Distance” the piece especially commissioned for Olympic year (see more details below). 

We then posed for photographs as the Yellow Baton was formally handed over to Louise, from the Battle Town Band. 

They were to feature the music in their involvement with the Olympic Torch Procession taking place in St. Leonards the 

following week.    

A special mention goes to Toby and Tania who were playing on the march for the very first time. Our thanks go to Tug, 

Jack and Luke who helped us out and also to Adam Keech. We are extremely grateful to our wonderful supporters club 

who ran a stall at the event selling cakes and running a bottle tombola. Their efforts on our behalf are very much appre-

ciated.   

There was a report and a photograph of the carnival in the Milton Keynes Citizen, although the Band didn‟t get a men-

tion! Their report suggested that the theme was the Queen‟s Jubilee although I thought it was the Olympics. Either way, 

each class had a float and the children were all dressed up in colourful costumes. Their family and friends lined the 

streets to cheer them on the way round. Stantonbury ward councillor (and former Member of Parliament) Brian White 

was amongst those present. He said “it is a really nice event and competes well with bigger ones such as Olney and New-

port Pagnell. The kids have a great time on the floats”. New Bradwell School head teacher Phil Webster added that “the 

carnival is a long standing tradition and the school is proud to be part of it.” 

Engagement Reports—Keith Jones (Continued) 
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Brass The Baton was a relay race involving 5 conductor‟s batons, each representing one of the 5 Olympic rings and col-

oured accordingly. 

Starting at the European Brass Band Championships on Sunday 6 May each of the 5 batons were passed by participat-

ing ensembles across the UK and Internationally, until they reached the London 2012 Festival on Sunday 22 July. 

Brass The Baton provided a unique opportunity for brass musicians, and conductors, of all ages and standards, to per-

form a new music commission "Going The Distance" as part of a high profile, high quality, nationwide celebration of 

brass band music making for the 2012 Cultural Olympiad.  

 

The music especially written for the Brass Baton event “Going The Distance” by Paul Lovatt-Cooper. Paul is the compos-

er in association of the Black Dyke Band of which he was also formerly a percussionist. 

 

He chose the title „Going The Distance‟ as his new composition includes something to inspire every performer involved in 

this unique musical experience This was composed in such a way that any player can perform the piece no matter what 

standard they are.  

 

There are 5 versions of the piece, with each version matched to a colour from the Olympic rings: Yellow, Blue, Green, 

Black and Red. The most important thing with “Going the Distance” is to bring players of all standards together so that 

they can enjoy performing together and have a lot of fun in the process.  

 

Bradwell were part of the yellow relay which had started its journey in Martelsham in Suffolk. Among other places, it 

was also featured at Lydbrook (Gloucestershire), Abergavenny and Folkestone before the whole event came to a conclu-

sion in Durham.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Saturday July 28th  

HAVERSHAM FETE 

 

It was a warm afternoon which alternated between sunshine and clouds but thankfully no rain and we were to perform 

two thirty minute slots. The first of these sessions was immediately after the grand opening ceremony and we played 

items from our summer repertoire. Our featured soloist was Karen with “By The Time I Get To Phoenix”. 

After a break, our second session began with “Famous British Marches” and our soloist was Fraser with “Can‟t Take My 

Eyes Off Of You”.  The playing was good and many people stopped to listen. Our thanks go to Alan and George Bruce for 

helping us out today, covering for our members who were away on holiday. We were also grateful to playing help from 

Adam and Lisa.       

 

A major new 2012 Cultural Olympiad Project for Brass Bands 

http://mad4bb.ning.com/page/brass-the-baton-how-to-get-involved
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Dyke_Band
http://mad4bb.ning.com/page/brass-the-baton-how-to-get-involved
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30 years ago..... 

 

 

 Haversham Fete 

Curtains were drawn in Haversham on the morning of June 19th 1982 to reveal pouring rain but enthusiasm 

was dampened for this popular annual event. Children’s races were run during the morning in the downpour 

and people arrived in the afternoon sporting umbrellas to watch the opening ceremony and fancy dress pa-

rade. 

Stalls which were to have been attractively arranged in the grounds surrounding the Social Centre were 

crammed into the school hall and people happily jostled from stall to the cheerful accompaniment of the 

Bradwell Band. 

 

 
 

The newly formed friends of Haversham School were selling cakes and allowing everyone to vent pent up feel-

ings by smashing old crockery. Cubs had mounted an excellent display of wild life and conservation work, a 

home produce stall was raising money for the South Atlantic Fund, W.I. were doing a roaring trade with 

teas and cakes, the weight of the cake was guessed, the bran tub emptied, hot dogs, ice-cream and re-

freshments from the beer tent consumed, goldfish were won and a brave damp pony gave children rides 

around the field. 

 
Haversham believes in celebrating well into the night and the day ended with a noisy Family Disco when peo-

ple from six to sixty danced together and the school hall echoed to the strains of the Birdie Dance and World 

Cup Song as another Haversham Fete Day came to a successful conclusion. 

 

Do you recognise any of the people? 
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29th July 2012  

Festival of St. James the Apostle  

New Bradwell 

 

 

Under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech, fifteen members of the Band were privileged to once again be in-

vited to play a part in the annual Patronal Service held in the Parish Church of St James. The service was led by Rev. 

Steve Barnes, Chaplin of Willen Hospice. 

 

The Band provided music prior to the service as the congregation assembled. Several hymn tunes were played and there 

were debut performances of two pieces recently added to our repertoire, “Evening Prayers” and the “Intermezzo from 

Cavelleria Rusticana”. 

 

The Band also provided accompaniment for the singing of four hymns, “Shine Jesus Shine”, “Dear Lord and Father of 

Mankind”, “From Heaven You Came (Servant King)” and “Lord For Then Years”.  

 

At the conclusion of the service we gave another rendition of “Cavelleria Rusticana” as the congregation made their way 

outside for a barbeque lunch. 

 

This was to be the Band‟s last engagement until September and it had been decided not have any rehearsals for three 

weeks so that players could recover from their endeavours of performing at nine engagements over the past two months. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
27th August 2012 

Stony Stratford Town Fayre 

 

On the last Bank Holiday Monday of the year, Bradwell Band made the short trip to Stony Stratford for their annual 

involvement in the Town Fayre organised by the Lions Club of Milton Keynes (Stony Stratford). After a break of four 

weeks since the last engagement, the Band were keen and eager and were all sitting down a good fifteen minutes before 

we were due to play!  

After a drum roll, Catriona Morris the Mayor of Milton Keynes declared the Fayre open and under the leadership of Mu-

sical Director Brian Keech the Band played the first of two sessions that lasted approximately thirty minutes using mu-

sic familiar to us from our current repertoire.  

At the end of our first session the Punch and Judy show took over the entertainment to a very large audience. Our se-

cond session was well received and the organisers declared their pleasure with our performance.  

 

The weather had been kind to us which helped. It had rained in the morning and later in the day was to come down a lot 

heavier but for the time we played we enjoyed a warm dry spell although it was overcast. We were grateful for help today 

from Luke Wilson and Joe.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
2nd September 2012 

Memorable Order of Tin Hats Memorable  

Central Milton Keynes 

 
 

For a good number of years the Bradwell Silver Band has been engaged to play at the annual parade and service held by 

the Memorable Order of Tin Hats at their National Memorial in Central Milton Keynes. Founded in 1927, the MOTH‟s 

are organisation for ex-Servicemen and women and aims is to help fellow comrades in need either financially or physical-

ly and remember all service personnel who have answered the Sunset Call, both in war and peace time. 
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Founded in 1927, the MOTH‟s are organisation for ex-Servicemen and women and aims is to help fellow comrades in 

need either financially or physically and remember all service personnel who have answered the Sunset Call, both in war 

and peace time. 

Sadly their numbers are diminishing by the year and there was just a small contingent of MOTH members present along 

with a marching detachment from the Army cadets. 

The parade formed up behind the standards and led by the Bradwell Silver Band marched the short distance around the 

corner to the familiar strains of “Slaidburn”. The parade came to a halt in front of the assembled dignitaries which in-

cluded the Mayor of Milton Keynes and the Lord Lieutenant. 

Adam Keech sounded the Last Post and Reveille and the band played the tune “Supreme Sacrifice” as wreathes were 

laid at the memorial. After playing two hymns the parade reformed for and marched past the saluting dais with the 

Band following on behind. The parade was dismissed and all those who participated were thanked for their attendance.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~ 

 
Sunday 9th September 

Bandstand Marathon, Campbell Park 

 

 

As a finale to the Milton Keynes Summer of Culture, Heritage Open Days and the wider Cultural Olympiad 2012, there 

were bands playing live on bandstands across Milton Keynes. Milton Keynes Council had entered more bandstands than 

any other local authority into the nationwide Bandstand Marathon and at 1pm on Sunday 9th September bandstands in 

Campbell Park, Wolverton, Bletchley and at Midsummer Place in Central Milton Keynes came alive with music. 

Bradwell Silver Band had been invited to play in the amphitheatre in Campbell Park. 

It was a warm sunny day although occasional gusts of wind caused a few problems with the music and stands. Under the 

leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech, we opened our programme with “Army Of The Nile”. Amongst the other 

items in the first half, the featured soloists were Adam Keech with “Sugar Blues” and Karen Wilson with “By The Time I 

Get To Phoenix”. Toby did a great job of holding the music stands for the soloists! 

The second half opened with “Famous British Marches” and was followed by the euphonium duet of Fraser and Luke 

with “Can‟t Take My Eyes Off Of You”. Toby stood at the front of the band to star once again on cowbell for “Soul Limbo” 

which got prolonged applause from the increasingly large audience who had gathered to listen.  
 

Our final item was “Pirates of the Caribbean” which delighted several young members of the audience (if not all of the 

players!) who had camped in front of the arena. The Band stood to acknowledge the appreciation for an afternoon of mu-

sical entertainment.  

For the last outdoor engagement of our Summer 2012 season, this was a very enjoyable event in a great location. It is to 

be hoped that Milton Keynes Council and the Parks Trust will give local bands an opportunity to play here again next 

year and revive the traditions of Sunday afternoon brass band concerts.  

 

There were a number of members who were not available for today‟s performance but although we were slightly down in 

numbers the overall playing was of a high standard throughout.  We were grateful for help today from Andrew Long of 

the Woburn Sands Band, Perry Harris from Wolverton Town Band and there was a debut Bradwell performance on ten-

or horn for Debbie. Thanks also to Julia who switched between soprano and Bb cornet to cover some of the essential 

parts. 

 

And so another busy summer has come to an end. Considering how poor the weather has been, we were fortunate that 

we only had one engagement cancelled and that there were enough gaps in the rain for us to fulfil all of our other en-

gagements without any problems. Bradwell Silver Band has played in front of many hundreds of people in twelve en-

gagements since the beginning of June and maintained a high level of performance. We continue to be by far the busiest 

local band in the area and this involves a lot of commitment from the conductor and players. Well done to everyone.  

http://www.theparkstrust.com/smartweb/parks/campbell-park
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Sunday 7th October 

Christ The Cornerstone Church 

 

Bradwell Band had been invited to provide music accompaniment for a special celebration service to mark the 25th anni-

versary of the Milton Keynes – Leipzig-Grünau link, a partnership between a small network of Christians from different 

churches in Milton Keynes and Leipzig-Grünau. 

Leipzig-Grünau is a German equivalent of Milton Keynes inasmuch that it is a new town. Located to the west of the city 

of Leipzig, it was built by the Russians in the late 1970s when Germany was still divided into East and West. The service 

marked a formal end to the visit during which the visitors had trips to Coventry and London as well as times of fun and 

fellowship with their hosts. 

Under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech, the Band was sat down and ready to play as the congregation 

began to assemble. We played a number of hymn tunes and “Anna Magdalena‟s Song” which was a musical link to J.S. 

Bach who lived and composed in Leipzig for many years.   

With participating ministers from Milton Keynes and Leipzig-Grünau, the service opened with a welcome and a call to 

worship. The first hymn was “All Creatures of Our God and King” and was sung in both English and German. 

The second hymn was a new one to us, “Ich Lobe Meinen Gott”, a lively hymn in a more modern style. Our solo trombone 

player John Lee had written a clever arrangement of this tune and it was sung with gusto by the congregation. 

 There followed a sermon from guest preacher Reverend Elizabeth Welch focusing on 'Building Bridges in Communities‟, 

which was also translated into German. 

There were greetings to the visitors from Germany from the Mayor of Milton Keynes, Councilor Cattriona Morris. during 

which she emphasized the importance of having links with other communities. 

 The final hymn was “Now Thank We All Our God” sung to the traditional tune of “Nun Danket”. 

The service ended and following a piano item from Helen, the Band performed “You Raise Me Up” to bring an end to our 

involvement for the evening. The Band had performed well despite the strange acoustics and the basses being seated on 

a higher level than the rest of the Band.   

 

It had been a privilege to be part of something that was different from our normal engagements. The Band had the op-

portunity of performing in front of many people who would not have heard us play before, including the visitors from 

Germany.  

 

 

Welcome to the Milton Keynes - Leipzig link 

(Taken from the website http://www.webjam.com/mkleipziglink) 
 
We are a small network of Christians from different churches in Milton Keynes linked to the congregations of the Pau-

luskirche (Protestant) and Martinskirche (Catholic) in Leipzig-Grünau.  Initiated by Rev Clive Fowles during the Com-

munist era, the link has grown and developed over the last 20 years through the exchange visits that have taken place, 

about every other year.   

 

The programmes for our exchanges usually combine worship, themed bible studies and discussion together (with the help 

of an interpreter), and tourism - with an emphasis on those places that develop our understanding of our history and 

Christian heritage.  Those who take part in the exchange stay in the homes of church families and spend some of the time 

eating with them and sharing in their daily life together. 

 

We are interested in exploring with these Christian friends in Germany what it means to be church in the secular and 

multi-faith 21st century, and in the development of ecumenism, finding it helpful learning from each other about the con-

texts in which we work, some similar, some different.  

 

Leipzig provides an excellent setting for this as Martin Luther, the father of Protestantism, debated in public with other 

theologians there, and studied in Erfurt and at nearby Wittenburg.   
By visiting places such as Coventry, Berlin and Dresden together we are also able to reflect on the sufferings inflicted by 

war between our two countries and participate in the continuing process of reconciliation as we unite together in prayer 

and reflection.      
 

Engagement Reports—Keith Jones (Continued) 
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The Milton Keynes-Leipzig link is a project of the MK Mission Partnership. 

 

We are interested in hearing from anyone who would like to join us.  Being able to speak German, or having an interest in 

learning to do so, is obviously an advantage, though the German language skills of our current members vary from degree 

level to absolute zero, and the English language skills of our Germans friends has improved considerably in recent times.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Saturday 13th October 

Autumn Concert St James Church 

 

Considering that there were other concerts taking place locally this evening, we had a very good audience for our annual 

autumn concert in the parish Church of St. James. 

Under the leadership of musical director Brian Keech, we opened the concert in traditional manner with a march “Army 

of The Nile” written in 1941 by Frederick Joseph Ricketts. Under the pen name Kenneth J. Alford, Ricketts composed 

many marches during his career as a musician in the British Army, and latterly as Director of Music for the Royal Ma-

rines. 

 

The first soloist of the evening was Keith with the tenor horn solo "The Power Of Love". Originally a song co-written and 

recorded by Jennifer Rush, it has been covered by many artists including Céline Dion. The powerful words have been 

translated into several languages and it has become a pop standard. 

 
Most of our concerts include a classical overture and tonight was no exception as we offered up “Poet and Peasant” by 

Suppe. The composer known conventionally as Franz von Suppe was born to an Italian-Belgian father and a Viennese 

mother in Croatia, then part of Austro-Hungarian Empire. His early musical training was in flute and singing and alt-

hough his parents pushed him to study law, he continued his musical studies.  He eventually moved to Vienna to com-

plete these studies and find work conducting in opera houses.  He went on to compose over 100 works for the stage. The 

Poet and the Peasant (Dichter und Bauer in the original German) is one of von Suppe‟s earlier operettas, written in 1846 

when he was 27 years old.  Like most of his work, the operetta itself is rarely performed, but the overture has become a 

classic for bands and orchestras. Older readers may recall some of the music being used in the old Popeye cartoons!  

 

Our second soloist was from our principle trombone John who played “The Wind Beneath My Wings”. Over the years, 

this song has become a song so memorable and popular that it ranks among the most performed pop and country songs 

ever. "Wind Beneath My Wings" has now been recorded by about 200 artists, in practically all genres of music. It reached 

its peak in 1989, when it became a No: 1 hit for Bette Midler (from the "Beaches" soundtrack), and subsequently won the 

Grammy Award for "Song of the Year."  

 

Having perfectly demonstrated the art of lyrical trombone playing, John was then joined by Vince and Luca, his fellow 

partners in crime, for the trombone feature “Frolic For Trombone” by Reginald Heath. This has long been considered a 

classic feature for trombones, with the emphasis on the fun side of this unique instrument. This comic feel is enhanced 

by the passage where the percussionist plays the woodblock in the style of a one legged tap dancer. Pieces such as these 

no doubt prompted Richard Strauss to utter the famous quote, “Never look at the trombones ... it only encourages them.” 

 

"I Dreamed a Dream" is a song from the musical Les Misérables. It is a solo that is sung by the character Fantine during 

the first act. The music is by Claude-Michel Schönberg, with orchestrations by John Cameron. The song is a lament, 

sung by the anguished, dying and impoverished Fantine, who thinks back to happier days and wonders at all that has 

gone wrong in her life. 

The concluding item for the first half was “Variations on Laudate Dominum” by Edward Gregson. For a composer 

brought up in the Salvation Army, Edward Gregson has contributed relatively little to the repertoire for those bands (not 

surprising, perhaps, as he left the Army when he became a student of the Royal Academy of Music in 1963). One work, 

however, stands out like a beacon from most of the Salvationist music published in the 1970s. His Variations on Laudate 

Dominum was commissioned for the 1976 British tour of the London Citadel Band (from Ontario, Canada) whose con-

ductor then was the composer‟s brother, Bramwell. 
 

 

 

Engagement Reports—Keith Jones (Continued) 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fantine
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Edward Gregson always found the expectation for Salvation Army band music to include a hymn tune less than stimu-

lating. However, in Sir Hubert Parry‟s hymn tune O Worship The King, Gregson found a melody which, with its simple 

but and crisp and clear phrasing was compatible with his own by now fully-developed musical language. A more exact 

title for Laudate Dominum might well be „Variations and Theme‟ since Parry‟s familiar melody is not heard in full until 

the end of the piece. It is a difficult piece to play with its changes of tempo and time signatures not normally encountered 

by a Band of our standard of playing. 

 

After a break for refreshments, the Bradwell Development Band presented two contrasting items under the direction of 

Clive Keech. They played with confidence and showed great promise as they continue their musical progress. We thank 

Clive and all the other senior members of the Band who give up even more of their time in training these players of the 

future. 

 

The draw for the raffle was then held before the second half of the concert began with “Olympic Fanfare and Theme” by 

John Williams. An American composer whose career has spanned over six decades, Williams has composed some of the 

most recognisable film scores, including Star Wars, Jaws, Superman, the Indiana Jones films, E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial, 

Home Alone, Jurassic Park, Schindler's List, War Horse, and the first three Harry Potter films. He has had a long associ-

ation with director Steven Spielberg, composing the music for all but two of his feature films. Other notable works by 

Williams include theme music for four Olympic Games of which this was one. 

Our final soloist for the evening was Adam Keech with “Sugar Blues”. A popular piece from the swing era, this a solo in 

slow blues tempo with use of the Harmon mute to achieve a wow wow sound.  Adam gave a very accomplished perfor-

mance of this music which provided a contrast in dynamics from most of the other items on the programme tonight.  

 

We then featured a selection of Glenn Miller music with “Miller Magic”. This contains four of the more popular arrange-

ments, Little Brown Jug, String of Pearls, Moonlight Serenade and the rousing St Louis Blues March which gives plenty 

of work for the percussion section. 

 

“You Raise Me Up" is a popular song in the inspirational mould. The music was originally written as an instrumental 

piece by Rolf Lovland and entitled "Silent Story”.  Parts of the melody are based on the traditional Irish tune 

“Londonderry Air”, otherwise known as “Danny Boy”. Words were later added by Brendan Graham.  Although the origi-

nal version did not chart internationally, the song has now been covered more than 125 times, probably most memorably 

in the UK by Westlife and Daniel O'Donnell. 

 

It was then time to feature Toby on cow bell with “Soul Limbo” which the BBC used as theme music for their cricket cov-

erage. Well done Toby for keeping the rhythm spot on throughout this fun piece. 

The euphonium section of Fraser and Luke then stood up to expertly perform “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You”. A popular 

song covered by many artists, the best known version probably being that by Andy Williams who has sadly recently 

passed away. The song also features heavily in the TV Series Gavin & Stacey and was sung by lead character Gavin's 

parents at his wedding to Stacey. Luke recently announced his own engagement so I am sure the words have a special 

significance for him at this time! 

 

The final item of the concert was “Going The Distance” which had been written especially for the Brass The Baton mara-

thon earlier in the year 

 

After words of thanks we performed an encore with “Famous British Marches”.  

 

It had been a long hard evening of playing and lips were understandably getting tired towards the end. It had been a 

good performance but not without some moments of less than secure playing. I am sure most of these would have been 

eliminated had we had better attendance at the rehearsals leading up to the concert. 

 

A special thanks goes to Joe Hillyer for his playing help and it was nice to see Sue in the audience after deciding a few 

months ago to take a break in playing. 

 

Thanks also to members of the Supporters Club for organising front of house and the raffle.  Their efforts 

on our behalf are much appreciated. 

Engagement Reports—Keith Jones (Continued) 
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Timings to be confirmed   

 

Sunday 11th November 

Remembrance Day Parade and Service  

 

Sunday 25th November 

Leicestershire Brass Band Association 

Open Contest  

 

Monday 3rd December 

WI Christmas Carols and Readings 

 

Wednesday 5th December 

Two Mile Ash School Christmas Concert 

Stantonbury Theatre 

 

Friday 14th December 

Potterspury Christmas Concert 

 

Saturday 15th December 

St. James Christmas Concert 

New Bradwell 

 

Saturday 22nd December 

Old Bradwell Christmas Concert 

 

Sunday 23rd December 

Christmas Concert 

Stantonbury Working Mens Club 

New Bradwell 

 

 

MORE DATES TO BE CONFIRMED 
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Contact Details 

Chairperson: Gary  Morris  

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk 

Secretary: Robin Allen 616463 

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk 
   

Treasurer: Dave Sanderson 616357 

 treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk 

Musical Director: Brian Keech 310959 

md@bradwellband.co.uk 
      

Supporters Club: Lisa Huckle 217429 

 lhuckle@sky.com 

Newsletter Steph Chappell 568344 

editor@bradwellband.co.uk 
   

Webmaster: Fraser Cousins 225772 

fras@sky.com 

Website: www.bradwellband.co.uk 

 
Please help the rain forest 

by having The Bugle 

emailed to you.! 

Please send Steph your 

email address, unless you  

have already done so. 

The band would like to welcome back to the band Maria Belton. Maria was a previously a 
member of the band in the late 80ôs and 90ôs. She will be a major asset to our  Baritone 

section.  Another returnee is Lucy Bedford. Lucy returns after having a break from play-

ing and will take over the 1st Baritone position.  

http://www.bradwellband.co.uk/
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Committee    

Chairperson: Gary Morris  Trustees: Brin Carstens / Graham Crisp 

Secretary: Robin Allen  Junior Rep: Sam White 

Treasurer: Dave Sanderson  Members: Luke Colvin Steph Chappell 

Librarian: Sam White   Fraser Cousins Karen Wilson 

      

Bradwell Silver Band Membership List 

*If you are interested in these positions, or would just like to 
come along for an evening, feel free to contact the Band’s 
secretary, Robin Allen 

Honorary Members  

Chris Coull         Brian Keech 

Malcolm Hills        David Wilson 

Jim Whyte  

The Development Group is open to everyone, irrespective of 

age.  So if you know anyone whoôs been thinking of taking 

up a brass instrument, get them to come along.  Experience 

not necessary. 

Playing Positions   Non Committee Positions  

Principal Cornet: Adam Keech  President:  

Solo Cornets: Gary Morris  Musical Director: Brian Keech  

 Jess Davies  Publicity Officer: Vacant  

 Dan Whitmore  Magazine Editor: Steph Chappell  

Soprano Cornet: Julia Hollis  Fundraising: Supporters Club  

Repiano Cornet: Clive Keech  Quartermaster: Sam White 

2nd Cornet: Sam Allen    

 Adam Chappell      

3rd Cornet: Alison Drury     

 Rachel Griffith    

    Orla Howell 

Tania Dytrych 

Flugel Horn: Karen Wilson  Development Group   

Solo Horn: Keith Jones  Adam Chappell Orla Howell  

1st Horn: Liz Keech  James Fosch Lucas Chappell  

2nd Horn: Steph Chappell     Steph Chappell Louis Wilson  

 Louis Wilson  Daniel Gaylor Lucinda Gaylor  

1st Baritone: Lucy Bedford  Andrew Hutton Sarah Hutton  

2nd Baritone: Maria Belton  Toby Dytrych Tania Dytrych  

Euphonium: Fraser Cousins  Elis Rees-Kay Arwel Rees-Kay  

 Luke Colvin  Debbie Hodder Casey Brockwell  

1st Trombone: John Lee  

2nd Trombone: Vince Jarjadian 

Bass Trombone: Luca Ianotta 

Eb Basses: Dave Sanderson 

Jonathan Evans 

BBb Bass:  Robin Allen     

Percussion Steve Osborne 

Toby Dytrych 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

      


