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The nights are drawing in and although we had some lovely
weather in September, it is starting to feel like Autumn.
The Band enjoyed a great solo contest and then performed at the
wedding of Sam and James. Full reports on these follow and I am
grateful to Brian for submitting these.
For October there are concerts to look forward to in Cosgrove
and then in St. James New Bradwell. We want to see the Church
full so please help publicise this by displaying the poster you will
find on the last page of this newsletter.
There is also a fun social event to look forward to as Jemma is
arranging a treasure hunt on Sunday 23rd October. All of the
Band, the Development Group as well as friends and family are
most welcome to join in.
As always, I will gladly welcome any contributions for the next or
future editions of this newsletter.

Sarah-Jayne

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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What’s On!...October
Where you can see and hear Bradwell Silver Band this month:
Saturday 1st October - Cosgrove Church

Please note that tickets for this concert have all been sold.
———————————————————————————————————————————————Saturday 15th October - Autumn Concert
St. James Church New Bradwell
Starting at 7:30pm, the Band will be performing their traditional Autumn concert in the Parish Church.
There will also be an appearance by the Development Band.
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

GUY BENNETT
We have been informed the sad news of the sudden death of Guy Bennett, Musical Director of Olney
Brass. Guy took Olney’s practice on Tuesday 13th and was found passed away the following day. Our
thoughts at this time go out to his family and all the members of Olney Brass.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Brian Keech
Sunday 11th September
Senior Band Solo Contest
On Sunday September 11th the Senior Band held its Annual solo Competition at the school. This event has
been running for over 20 years but we believe this year’s entry of 14 competitors was a record. Our
Adjudicator for the day was Ben Godfrey one of the finest cornet/Trumpet soloists in the UK. Ben has also
played in some of the finest venues and the previous day had been playing in Symphony Hall Birmingham
at the British Open Band Championships. Ben learnt to play with our band and now back living in New
Bradwell we were only to pleased to invite him to be our Adjudicator.
The morning started in fine style with our Development band playing 4 short pieces under the direction
of Luke Colvin, “Grand Fanfare”, “Skye Boat Song”, “Another Day” and “A Touch of Oompah” were all
excellently introduced by young Jess and very much enjoyed by all present.
Next up was the first Solo class called Take The Plunge. This was for members of the senior band who had
never played a solo in public with the band. We had 7 entries who played a wide range of pieces but each
played very well and seemed to cope with nerves extremely well.
Performers:
Jess
When I fall in Love
Maria
To a Wild Rose
Adam H Ben
Jemma
The Joker
Steph
Let me Try Again
Tania
Concerto De Aranquez
Martin
Myfanwy
After a short break it was time for the Open Class made up of 7 entries, all of these performers had
previously played public solos. Again the choice was very wide ranging with some old classics to new
arrangements. Even though tired lips affected some performances (the band played for nearly 2 hours
with all accompaniments) a very high standard of playing was heard and everyone should be very
pleased.
Performers:
Fraser
Carrickfergus
Luke C
Tuba Smarties
Adam C Zelda
Louis
Iona
Karen
Der Einsame Hirte
Toby
The Two Imps
Julia
Buster Strikes Back
The mornings playing was concluded with all members of the Development and Senior Band joining
together to play “Portsmouth”.
As well as supplying written comments Ben then spoke about the performances. He asked all players to
think about the flow of the music and make sure Rhythms were not affected because the music dragged.
Also to be careful about playing flat, he knew that nerves can impact on this but a brighter sound helps
every performance. He thanked all the performers for a very enjoyable morning.
The winners were then announced, in the Take The Plunge for her lovely lyrical playing the winner was
Steph and in the Open Class for a stunning performance the winner was Louis.
The morning then finished with a lovely bring and share picnic.
Can I say a massive thank you to everyone who organised the event and big congratulations to all
soloists.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Brian Keech (Cont’d)
Saturday 17th September
Sam & James Wedding
On Saturday September 17th the Band had the honour of supplying music for Sam & James Wedding.
They had chosen all the music for the Band to play which resulted in a lot of new pieces and new
arrangements. The wedding and reception was held in the wonderful Northampton Guildhall, a building
steeped in history and very impressive to view. From a musical aspect it also had a good acoustics.

(Photo courtesy of Lisa Benson)

The Band was positioned on a raised stage at the back of the hall for the service. We started our playing
by performing Matrimony, Young Amadeus, Anna Magdalena’s song, She’s the One and Marry You as the
guests arrived for the service. Paul Lovatt-Cooper’s Excelsior was performed as Sam and Robin entered
the Hall. There followed a lovely informal service which included readings from Robin and young Jess.
During the signing of the register David & Karen Wilson were our featured soloists, David in “Shepherds
Song” and Karen in “What a Wonderful World” both beautifully played. Sam & James then left the hall to
the powerful and stirring Trumpets of Jericho.
With the service concluded the Band moved location out into a court yard to continue playing. The
courtyard had open metal fences so our music could easily be heard by the people of Northampton doing
their Saturday afternoon shopping. At one point we had about 50 people standing to listen. The set
started with Sam’s favourite Mama Mia before Adam C gave a lovely performance of Carrickfergus. After
we had performed Crazy Little Thing called love we were joined by Sam, James and Robin to play Walking
on Sunshine and a wonderful opportunity for many photographs and videos. John had especially
arranged You Make Me Feel So Young for the wedding and had done another super job. Colours of The
Window, Endless Love, Lightwalk, Eternal Flame, Lollipop, Happy Horns and Everybody Needs Somebody
made up the rest of the bands playing.
Everyone was thrilled to bits with the band and rightly so, we had performed for over 2 hours at an
extremely high standard and every player should be applauded for their efforts.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Brian Keech (Cont’d)
The Band would like to say a big Thank you to Tug, Clive, Simon (MK Brass) and Andy (Olney Brass) who
helped today. This meant we fielded 27 Brass players and 2 percussionists a big band for us.
Can we also thank Steph for supplying the Van and everyone who helped load and unload either in
Bradwell or Northampton.
This was a wonderful day and one which will stay in our memories for a long time well done all.
I have been with the band for a long time but today I believe we achieved a first as Alison and Maria
attended a band engagement by train.

A Message from Sam on Facebook:
“My husband and I would like to thank everyone who celebrated with us yesterday at our wedding. We
had the most amazing day surround by family and friends. We spent a lovely morning reading through our
guest book and our cards and are totally overwhelmed by your beautiful words and incredible generosity.
Huge thanks to both our parents and also to Bradwell Silver Band who absolutely smashed it and really
helped to make the day complete. Love you all xxxx”
And another comment from Facebook:
“I said when we first walked in with the band playing it's like Disneyland!! Certainly one of the best
weddings I've been to!”
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

Development Band
The Development Band has been working on a new programme of music as their contribution to the St.
James concert on 15th October. This will include a debut solo from one of the younger members and the
group is looking forward to performing in front of a friendly audience to show the progress that is being
made. They will be opening the second half of the concert which we estimate will be approximately 8:30
p.m. At the next rehearsal after the concert we will be looking at music for the festive season during
which the group will be playing at the Craft and Food Fair being held at the Stantonbury Leisure Centre
on Saturday 26th November and at the Band’s Christmas concert in December.
Please note that there will be no Development Group rehearsal on Thursday 27 th October. This is the
school half-term week and we are giving the group a short rest before what promises to be a busy end to
the year.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Latest Development on Band Jackets - Karen Wilson
Great news !!!
We have finally taken delivery of most of the jackets from our ill-fated uniform order. On Thursday 1st
September, Martin from Centre Stage Uniforms based in West Yorkshire delivered a lovely set of bright
blue band jackets to replace our old ones that have long since seen better days. Apart from a few
alterations and final fittings that we require (along with the waistcoats for our percussion team), we are
getting ever closer to being fully kitted out at long last and many of us were lucky enough to be sporting
them at the wedding of Sam & James - what better celebration.

Jemma our Quartermaster has requested that all the old jackets should be returned when each band
member receives their new one and these will then be stored in the lock-up for use with deps. All the old
jackets will have polythene covers for storage along with slim line hangers to reduce storage space
needed. The new jackets will need to be looked after and Jemma has sourced some heavy-duty uniform
covers from Moss Bros which will cost £5 each. If you require one of these please let her know.
A generous donation of £50 has been given towards the storage and care of the jackets so hopefully we
can make these last and give us as many years good service as our last set did

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Brass Instrument Care
Following last month’s article on “Bagpipe Lung”, a parent of one of our development group asked for
advice on how to keep instruments clean and minimise any risk of potential harmful bacteria build up.
We hope the following tips help you to maintain your instrument in a good playable condition.
Before Use - Check slides, valves and top and bottom valve caps move freely. Check your mouthpiece is
clean.
After Use - Before putting the instrument away, ensure water and saliva has been drained through the
water keys. Remove slides that do not have water keys to ensure fluid is removed. Replace the slides
when drained. Pull all slides out about 1/4” (be careful when closing the case to ensure the slides do not
foul). Loosen top and bottom valve caps to avoid any residual moisture causing corrosion and seizing the
screw threads.
Weekly – Carefully remove valves and bottom caps (one at a time). Wipe clean and dry with a lint free
cloth. Before refitting the valve, ensure the valve casing is clean and dry. Apply a small amount of valve
oil to the valve and carefully insert the valve into the casing ensuring the valve guide is correctly aligned.
Clean mouthpiece thoroughly with warm water and a mouthpiece brush (Sterilising solutions may also be
used). Build up of dirt in a mouthpiece can be detrimental to the sound production and can cause the
mouthpiece to seize and harbour bacteria.
Monthly - Dismantle the instrument, taking care to note the position of each valve. Flush out the
instrument with lukewarm, mild soapy water solution. Do not use hot water as it may damage the finish.
A flexible instrument cleaning brush should be used to clean out slides and tubing, but make sure this is
renewed every six months to ensure it doesn't break inside the instrument. Use a valve cleaning brush to
clean out the valve casings, do not use a standard flexible brush. Take care not to dislodge water key
corks. Rinse with cold water and dry thoroughly. Reassemble using only small amounts of tuning slide
grease when lubricating slides, and minimum amount of valve oil on each valve. Use of other lubricants
can cause the tuning slides to seize and slow the valve action. Ensure the valves are refitted into the
correct position. Care should be taken when polishing lacquered and silver plated instruments. Abrasives
must be avoided and only soft cleaning cloths are recommended to be used.

Additional Tips For Trombonists:
Fill the slide with warm soapy water and move the slide up and down several times. Remove the water
and rinse thoroughly with cold fresh water. The inner and outer slides should be separated and cleaned
using a trombone flexible cleaning brush, ensuring the brush reaches the bottom of the bow. A small
amount of slide cream should be applied to the inner slide stocking and sprayed with clear water. If you
use Trombone oil as a lubricant ensure that water is not sprayed on after the application of oil.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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All Our Yesterdays
We are grateful to our President Peter who found some interesting articles about the Band in the
archives of the Northampton Mercury. The following is a report on an event 65 years ago in January
1961.

NEW BRADWELL BAND’S JUBILEE DINNER
“LEAD KINDLY LIGHT" SUNG AS CANDLES ARE LIT
New Bradwell United Silver Prize Band celebrated its golden jubilee with a dinner.
The bandmaster Mr. E. Johnson who was one of the founder members and has been
conductor for 41 years, and Mr. W. Walters, who joined the Band a few months after it
was formed and has been secretary for 36 years, lit the 50 candles on the birthday cake
and blew them out. The three-tiered cake was iced in the band colours—gold, red and
black. The two stalwarts lit the candles as past and present bandsmen among the 140
guests softly sang “Lead kindly light,” a favourite hymn of the band.
PRESENTATIONS
The service the two officers had given the band was recognised when a presentation was
made to each of them—a silver-plated baton to Mr. Johnson and an easy chair to Mr.
Walters. The assistant bandmaster Mr. B. Breedon, made the presentation on behalf of
the bandsmen. Proposing the toast to the band, the president Mr. W. G. Ansell, said Mr
Walters junior had looked after the books for 17 years: Mr W. Kightley had been
treasurer for 13 years. Mr. B. Breedon assistant bandmaster for 16 years Mr. W. G.
Waiters had given nearly 50 years service, 36 of which he had been secretary. Mr.
Johnson has been with the band since it was formed. He was secretary for six years until
Mr. Walters took over, and he had been conductor for 41 years.
ORIGINAL MEMBERS
Replying, Mr. Johnson said he and Mr. Tompkins (a vice-president) were the only two
present who were original members. The toast to the president and vice-presidents was
proposed by Mr. Walters, who said the band had had four secretaries, four masters and
four presidents in its 50 years’ life. Paying tribute to the officers, Mr. Walters said they
had helped the band along in difficult times Mr. Tompkins, who was a vice president.
had been one ever since he left as a playing bandsman.
Mr. Tompkins replied.
Dr. Marjorie Fildes, another vice-president, also responding said she loved the band,
especially at Christmas time. She hoped it would celebrate its centenary.
Mr. B. Breedon proposed “The visitors.” and thanked the people for their support, saying
that with their help the band would “keep rolling along.”
Replying, Mr. W. Blackburn, bandmaster of Wolverton Band, said the Bradwell Band
had helped Wolverton Band and any time Wolverton Band could help Bradwell they
would.
Referring to the record of Mr. Johnson, he said he thought it was unbeaten in the
country.
Mr. Lionel Turvey, secretary of New Bradwell St. Peter's Supporters’ Club, said the band
had helped the club and the British Legion.
Entertainment was provided by Mrs. L. E. Oldham (pianist), Mr. W. Jones (drums), Mr.
C. Bissell (compere), Mr. F. Hewitt, and Miss Margaret Frost, daughter of one of the
bandsmen. An elderly bandsman, Mr. A. Packer, sang a song he used to sing on a horse
wagon many years ago.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Future Engagements
OCTOBER
Saturday 1st October

Evening Concert, Cosgrove Church

TBC pm

Saturday 15th October

Autumn Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

NOVEMBER
Sunday 13th November

Remembrance Sunday

TBC

Sunday 20th November

Leicester Contest

TBC

Tuesday 29th November

Two Mile Ash School Practice

7:30pm-9pm

DECEMBER
Thursday 1st December

Two Mile Ash School Concert -

7:30pm

Saturday 10th December

Newport Pagnell Singers

TBC

Saturday 17th December

Christmas Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

Sunday 18th December

Christmas Concert - Stantonbury WMC

TBC pm

Playing members are asked to arrive at least 30 minutes before the start time shown for the performance.
If you are not going to be available for any of these engagements it is essential that you let Robin or Sam know as soon as
possible and also advise your section leader. We will arrange for deputy players so you must leave your music folder or

Contacts
Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

-

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

md@bradwellband.co.uk

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:
Quartermaster

Sarah-Jayne Edwards
Fraser Cousins
Jemma Day

Website:

press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.cc23@gmail.com
fras@sky.com
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Player List

Playing Positions
Principal Cornet:

Julia Hollis

Solo Cornets:

Jess Gunn
Orla Howell
Tim Sell

Soprano Cornet:

Adam Chappell

Repiano Cornet:

Sam Lawrie

2nd Cornet:

Tania Dytrych
Daniel Gaylor

3rd Cornet:

Alison Drury
Adam Hird

Flugel Horn:

Karen Wilson

Solo Horn:

Keith Jones

1st Horn:

Louis Wilson

2nd Horn:

Steph Chappell

1st Baritone:

Maria Belton

2nd Baritone:

Martin Oliver

Solo Euphonium:

Fraser Cousins

Euphonium

Lucy Bedford

1st Trombone:

John Lee

2nd Trombone:

Jemma Day
Evan Lovell

Bass Trombone:

Luca Ianotta
Ben Mirfin

Eb Basses:

Luke Colvin
Luke Wilson
Jennifer Avery

BBb Bass:

Robin Allen
David Sanderson

Percussion

Toby Dytrych
James Lawrie
Stephen Osborne
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