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Hi Everyone!
The clock’s have gone back, so it must be Winter!
The band continues to be busy, especially now in the run-up to Christmas.
Details of the thus far confirmed engagements can be found on Page 7 of this
issue. Our secretary Robin will be publishing a more comprehensive list in
the coming weeks.
In other news, Adam Chappell had an audition last weekend for the
National Children’s Brass Band. He has just received a letter congratulating
him on achieving the required standard. He now has to wait to see if there’s
a vacancy for him to fill but he is on the list which is a fantastic
achievement. We all join in with his very proud family to say Well Done to
Adam.

Sarah-Jayne

Next Engagements
Saturday November 9th the Band have been invited to perform prior to the unveiling of MK
Rose, a new and spectacular public place in Central Milton Keynes which will be available to
everyone for celebration, commemoration and contemplation. The Rose is located in Campbell
Park, adjacent to the Shopping Centre, and is built on the site of the former fountain. The Band
will be playing from 11:00 until midday when the formal opening ceremony will take place. More
details can be found at http://www.mkrose.co.uk

Sunday November 10th is Remembrance Sunday and the Band will be marching to the Clock
Tower in New Bradwell for a short service and wreath laying before leading the parade to the
Parish Church for the Service of Remembrance.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones
Saturday 12th October
St James Church
New Bradwell

Our first engagement for over a month was the annual Autumn Concert in the familiar surroundings of
the Parish Church. Under the baton of Musical Director Brian Keech, we opened the programme in
traditional manner with a march, ‘Castell Caerfilli’ by T.J.Powell. Often referred to as the Welsh Sousa,
Powell was a prolific composer of brass band music which included a series of marches named after
Welsh castles. Caerphilly Castle is situated in the town of the same name just a short journey north of the
Welsh capital, Cardiff. The castle is believed to have its very own ghost, The Green Lady, who can be seen
dressed in flowing green robes wandering the battlements. Thomas James Powell was true and dedicated
to bands right until the very end and actually died whilst conducting the Cory Band in a live radio
broadcast in 1965.

We followed this with Andrew Lloyd Webber’s “Memory” from the 1981 Musical “Cats” and arranged by
Goff Richards. This should have been a solo for Orla but she had developed tonsillitis and was unable to
be present at the concert. Instead it was left in the very capable hands of David Wilson to feature as
soloist in this very well known show tune.

Our selection from the shows tonight was the first musical written by Rodgers and Hammerstein
“Oklahoma”. It had record runs as a stage show and the 1955 film won academy awards. This
arrangement by Denis Wright includes the songs “ I Can't Say No”, “Out of My Dreams, “ Surrey With the
Fringe on Top” “Oh What A Beautiful Morning”, “Many a New Day”, “ People Will Say We’re in Love” and
of course “Oklahoma”.
Our first soloist was Adam on soprano cornet with “Solitaire”. This was a ballad written by Neil
Sedaka and Phil Cody and arranged for brass band by Stephen Corbett. The song uses the playing of the
card game solitaire as a metaphor for a man "who lost his love through his indifference" - "while life goes
on around him everywhere he's playing solitaire". Adam had taken his preparations for his performance
very seriously and had even had his hair cut! He proceeded to give a wonderfully expressive version of
the music, much to the pleasure and pride of his family and friends in the audience.

Next up on offer was Gordon Langford’s arrangement of the Welsh traditional tune “Men of Harlech”.
This instantly recognisable music is widely used as a regimental march by those associated with Wales. It
was used on film during the titles of How Green Was My Valley (1941). It is perhaps best known for its
prominent role in the 1964 film Zulu, being sung by the heavily outnumbered British troops who were
encircled by the Zulus with their war chants and the sounds of spears beating against their shields. It
starts with military style drumming before the lower half of the Band play the verse. The cornets enter
with fanfare motifs and then the rest of the Band joins in. Stirring stuff.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Continued)
The second soloist was Louis on tenor horn with The Merry Peasant. Based on a tune written by
Robert Schumann for his daughters to play on the piano, the original title was “Fröhlicher Landmann
von der Arbeit zurückkehrend” which translates to happy farmer returning from work. This jolly tune
and variation was arranged by Colin Stevens when he was Musical Director at Wolverton Town Band in
the 1990s. Louis donned a rustic waistcoat and hat to transform him into the character the music was
named after and gave a very confident performance which included some tricky variations and
cadenzas. His efforts received much applause by audience and Band alike and Louis should be very
pleased with his first senior solo in public.
The last item of the first half was Goff Richard’s “Doyen”. One of the more modern contributors to the
brass band repertoire, Goff was frequently commissioned to write special music. Leyland Vehicles
wanted to celebrate the launch of the company's new Doyen coach. The piece is typical of Richards'
style, giving a chance for all sections to be heard with some great tunes and harmonies. I am sure it is
not only me that thinks there is a brief hint of Abba's Mamma Mia in one of the sections. The music
has stood the test of time, unlike the coach after which it was named. Initially launched as the luxury
coach of the future, Leyland had many problems with production of the Doyen which led to late
deliveries, cancelled orders and finally withdrawing the coach completely from its range.
There was an interval before the Development Band was featured. Led by Luke Colvin, some of the
group are already playing in the Band whilst others have only been learning to play for a few months.
So it was a bit of challenge to choose music they could all be comfortable of playing. For this evening
Luke had picked “Two Pieces for Young Bands” by Stuart Johnson. Stuart is one of Britain's leading
educational writers for bands. All of his music is carefully tried out at school level before publication
and he is widely regarded as an authority in his field.
The first piece is subtitled “A London Prelude” which is an arrangement of a number of well known
nursery rhymes with a London connection. It opens with a few bars of “Past Three O’clock" which was
the old night watchman’s cry. We hear “Oranges and Lemons” which is a song about the Church Bells
that could be heard around the locality. We are then reminded of the River Thames with “London
Bridge is Falling Down” before going back in time to the Great Fire with “London’s Burning”. The music
is in several different keys and time signatures which require careful attention.
The second piece is “Children’s March” which draws on some more familiar nursery rhymes with “The
Grand Old Duke of York”, “Sing A Song of Sixpence”, “Tom, Tom the Piper’s Son” and “Pease Pudding
Hot”.
With Orla not available, the cornets were very well led by Daniel and Tania. Other members playing for
the very first time in public were Daisy, Adam, Ben and Ewan. The performance was a good one and
much appreciated by the audience and members of the senior band. We hope this encourages this
latest group of learners to continue to progress in their brass playing. I spoke with most of them
afterwards and without exception they had all enjoyed playing and are looking forward to their next
performance. We owe Luke a vote of thanks for taking over the conducting role and also to John who
very patiently teaches the newest members to the group, not only in the black art of trombone playing
but also the cornets.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Continued)
After the raffle winning numbers were announced, the senior band resumed the concert with the
march “HMS Trinidad” written by George Lloyd. This year marked the centenary of his birth and the
Vicar Paul suggested we include one of his compositions in the programme.
The last of our trio of young soloists for the evening was Luca with the trombone solo “The Acrobat”.
Written by J.A. Greenwood in 1936, this has become one of the most popular of solos for trombone
players as it uses the instrument to its full potential. The trombone can produce a true glissando gliding
from one pitch to another without interrupting the airflow and this effect has often been used as
background music in comedy. Luca came up with a superb performance of what has become a Brass
Band classic, his glisses and notes in the lowest register were so well executed. Well done to Luca and
indeed all three soloists this evening.
We continued with “Sing” which was written by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Gary Barlow to
commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth in 2012. Gary Barlow travelled the
Commonwealth looking for musicians, singers and contributors, visiting remote villages and countries
across the Caribbean, Africa, the Pacific Islands and Australasia. The lyrics were written by Barlow in
Kenya, which is where the then Princess Elizabeth had been visiting in 1952 and was told that her
father King George VI had died and that she was now the Queen. This arrangement for band is by Dave
Houghton and gives the percussion team plenty of scope for displaying their talents on the full range of
the equipment at their disposal.
Next up was “Diamond”, a selection of popular songs written by Neil Diamond and arranged for band
by Andy Norman. Diamond is an American singer and-songwriter who began his career in the 1960s.
Diamond has sold over 125 million records worldwide including 48 million in the United States alone.
After a brief introduction the first song featured is the up tempo “Beautiful Noise”. This is followed by
“Song Sung Blue” which has a more of a swing style and then the wistful ballad “You Don’t Bring Me
Flowers”. The final piece in the selection is “Sweet Caroline”. Most of the songs are familiar, at least to
those of us of a certain generation and seems to have been enjoyed by the audience.
Bringing the tempo right down, our next item was “Irish Blessing”. Irish Blessings are in common usage
in countries to which the Irish immigrated. There are traditional blessings for weddings, wakes, and
other ceremonial events. Many of the blessings represent wishes for plentiful agricultural rewards,
healthy children, and closeness with God. The words for this particular blessing are :

May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Continued)
These words were set to music by Joyce Eilers Bacak who was one of America’s top choral composers
with hundreds of compositions and arrangements to her name. This arrangement for band by Stephen
Bradnum begins quietly with just a quartet of Flugel, Solo Horn, Baritone and Euphonium playing a
simple but emotional tune. The rest of the band join in at pianissimo and build to a huge climax, before
the piece comes to a very quiet ending with the original quartet. It provided some reflective music
which perfectly suited the acoustics of the Parish Church.
We are fortunate to have three percussionists in our ranks and they all featured in “Sandpaper Ballet”.
Arranged by Geoffrey Brand, this was composed in just five days by Leroy Anderson before being
recorded in 1954.The Composer’s inspiration came from the soft shoe dance which was then still
popular in vaudeville. Dancers would sprinkle sand on the stage to create a crackling sound while
performing. The drummers imitated this sound by attaching sandpaper on wooden blocks which they
rubbed rhythmically against each other. There's a great story about Minneapolis Pops percussionist,
Mischa Bregman, who was to do this but forgot to bring the blocks. He managed to cadge some
sandpaper from the stage manager but had not realised that the friction soon creates a lot of heat. The
entire performance was punctuated with exclamations of "Ow" as his hands began to get burned from
rubbing the paper together! Happily there were no mishaps tonight and with Toby dressed in high
visibility jacket, safety helmet and protective gloves our trio of intrepid percussionist gave a very
enjoyable performance. At the conclusion Adam appeared wearing a flat cap and proceeding to sweep
the resulting sand residue away from the floor.
The final item of the concert was “Best of Abba”. ABBA was a Swedish pop group formed
in Stockholm in 1972, the name being an acronym of the first letters of the band members' first names
Agnetha, Benny, Bjorn and Anni-Frid. They became one of the most commercially successful acts in the
history of pop music, topping the charts worldwide and winning the 1974 Eurovision Song Contest. This
is Frank Bernaerts arrangement and includes Dancing Queen, Take A Chance On Me, The Winner Takes
It All & Thank You For The Music.
Appropriately there were words of thanks from the Vicar who said “Thank you for the music”.
As an encore we played "Barwick Green" which is instantly recognisable as the theme music to the
long-running BBC Radio 4 series “The Archers”. It was originally written as a maypole dance and is
taken from the suite My Native Heath, composed in 1924 by Arthur Wood, and named after
Barwick-in-Elmet in West Yorkshire.
All in all in had been a good evening of music making. With the solo performances from our three
youngsters the concert should have been subtitled “Bradwell’s Got Talent!” Many kind comments
were received and it was good to see so many people in the audience. Faced with the non availability
of some of our members, we were grateful for playing help from Tug, Dave Johnson of MK Brass on
cornet and Gemma on trombone from the Wolverton Town Band. There was also a familiar face on the
back row of cornets with Gary answering the call to deputise at a late stage. We also thank the Supporters Club and friends for providing the front of house duties.
Photographs of the soloists can be viewed on the Band’s Facebook page.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Remembrance Day – Sarah-Jayne Edwards

On Sunday 10th November Bradwell Silver Band will be taking part in the annual parade and Church
service to commemorate Remembrance Sunday. This event and many others all around the country
are organised by the Royal British Legion which was founded in 1921 to support the veterans of the
Great War. Since then, Britain has been involved in many other wars and fields of Service, creating a
continuous supply of Service men and women, and their families who need their assistance.
Each year the nation expresses its unequivocal support for The Royal British Legion's work through the
Poppy Appeal which is the Legion's biggest fundraising campaign and runs year-round.
Lapel poppies are available to buy in shops, supermarkets, pubs and clubs from the last week of
October until Remembrance Sunday or 11 November, whichever is later in the calendar.
It takes 350,000 volunteers and staff to organise the Poppy Appeal each year. Money raised goes to
support our welfare work for the Armed Forces community. More than 40 million Remembrance
poppies, 500,000 poppies of other types, 5 million Remembrance petals, 100,000 wreaths and sprays,
750,000 Remembrance Crosses and other Remembrance items are made at the Poppy Factory each
year.
The Legion helps to ease the burden of financial pressure for thousands of Service and ex-Service
people every year, putting extra money back in their pockets. They provide specialist compensation
advice, can help with debt and emergency situations and support for grants and loans.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Future Engagements
November 2013
Sat 9th

Campbell Park, CMK

11am-12pm

Sun 10th

Remembrance Day @ New Bradwell School

2pm

AGM

TBC

Practice @ Two Mile Ash School

7pm-9.15pm approx

Thurs 14th
Tues 19th

TBC

December 2013
Mon 2nd

Bradwell WI Christmas Concert @ St James 7.30pm
Church, New Bradwell

Thurs 5th

Concert with Two Mile Ash School @
Stantonbury Theatre

7.30pm

Sat 14th

Christmas Concert @ St James Church,
New Bradwell

7.30pm

Sun 22nd

Christmas Concert @ Stantonbury WMC,
New Bradwell

7.30pm

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts, etc...
Contact Details
Chairperson:
Which two members of the band
have been morphed together this
month?

Gary Morris
chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

616463

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk
Treasurer:

Dave Sanderson

616357

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk
Musical Director:

Brian Keech

310959

md@bradwellband.co.uk
Supporters Club:

Lisa Huckle

217429
lhuckle@sky.com

Newsletter

S-J Edwards

319942

editor@bradwellband.co.uk

The answer to last month’s image
was Luke and Brian.

Webmaster:

Fraser Cousins

225772
fras@sky.com

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

Message From The Editor
I am STILL looking for input towards next month’s Christmas issue of the Bugle,
which I intend publishing on the 2nd December.
Jokes, recipes, pictures, childhood Christmas memories, funny Christmas
stories.....anything you like, as long as it’s Christmassy!
I will of course be including my usual puzzles and prize-winning quiz, but would
really appreciate any submissions from yourselves to help make it a really good
bumper issue.
All submissions to reach me by Saturday 30th November.

Many Thanks!

Sarah-Jayne

www.bradwellband.co.uk

T HE B R A D WE LL BU GL E

PAGE 9

N O VE MBE R 2013

Bradwell Silver Band Membership List
Committee
Chairperson:

Gary Morris

Trustees:

Brin Carstens / Graham Crisp

Secretary:

Robin Allen

Junior Rep:

Sam Allen

Treasurer:

Dave Sanderson

Members:

Maria Belton

Steph Chappell

Librarian:

Sam Allen

Louis Wilson

Karen Wilson

Playing Positions

Non Committee Positions

Principal Cornet:

Vacant

President:

Peter J Blake

Solo Cornets:

Dan Whitmore

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Jess Gunn

Publicity Officer:

Vacant

Julia Hollis

Magazine Editor:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

Lisa Huckle

Fundraising:

Supporters Club

Soprano Cornet:

Adam Chappell

Quartermaster:

Sam White

Repiano Cornet:

Sam Allen

2nd Cornet:

Orla Howell
Alison Drury

3rd Cornet:

Rachel Griffith
Tania Dytrych

Honorary Members
Chris Coull

Brian Keech

Malcolm Hills

David Wilson

Jim Whyte

Daniel Gaylor

Development Group

Flugel Horn:

Karen Wilson

Adam Chappell

Orla Howell

Solo Horn:

Keith Jones

Oscar Beevor

Ben Mirfin

Louis Wilson

Steph Chappell

Ella Duncan

1st Horn:

Liz Keech

Daniel Gaylor

Adam King

2nd Horn:

Steph Chappell

Daisy Roberts

Tania Dytrych

1st Baritone:

Lucy Bedford

Toby Dytrych

Sean Trayner

2nd Baritone:

Maria Belton

Evan Lovell

Leanne Reed

Euphonium:

Fraser Cousins
Luke Colvin

1st Trombone:

John Lee

2nd Trombone:

Vince Jarjadian

Bass Trombone:

Luca Ianotta

Eb Basses:

Dave Sanderson
Jonathan Evans

BBb Bass:

Robin Allen

Percussion

Steve Osborne

The Development Group is open to everyone, irrespective of
age. So if you know anyone who’s been thinking of taking
up a brass instrument, get them to come along. Experience
not necessary.

Toby Dytrych
James Lawrie

*If you are interested in these positions, or would just like to
come along for an evening, feel free to contact the Band’s
secretary, Robin Allen

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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The Band has been invited to send along a small group to play carols at this event on
Saturday 23rd November. We expect to be playing from 2:00 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. This is a
chance to showcase the Band and some of the younger members we have. We will also be
able to hand out leaflets about joining the Development Band and advertising our other
Christmas appearances.

www.bradwellband.co.uk

