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Welcome to the May edition of the Band’s newsletter. The Band
had an enjoyable concert last weekend in St. James’s and you can
read a full report on this in this issue.
The month of May brings with it the start of this year’s outdoor
engagements and we hope that the weather is kind to us.
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Please note that there has been a change of date for the
Development Band’s Solo Contest. This is now going to be held on
Thursday 19th May in the school starting at 7:00pm. It would be
great to have lots of people there to listen and encourage our
learners.
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As always, any contributions for future editions would be very
welcome!

Sarah-Jayne

Milton Keynes Youth Band
Milton Keynes Youth Band made the long journey to the Royal Northern College of Music
in Manchester to compete in the Intermediate Section of the 2016 National Youth Brass Band
Championships. Each band performed a programme not exceeding 20 minutes of playing time which
include the set test piece ‘Funk Engine’ composed by Ryan Howells. Bands are awarded a certificate
of achievement to indicate their level of playing within the section and Milton Keynes Youth were
awarded a bronze certificate and were placed 6 out of the 13 competing bands. The Band included
four of our members with Adam, Louis, Luca and Toby all in key positions. Well done to them and
their Musical Director David Rose.

(Bradwell’s own Fab Four in Manchester!)

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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What’s On!...May
Where you can see and hear Bradwell Silver Band this month:
Monday 2nd May

Weather permitting, the Band will be performing their first outdoor engagement of the year at the well
established May Day Bank Holiday Fun Day organised by the New Bradwell Sports Association. We will be
playing a one hour slot starting at 1:00pm.
———————————————————————————————————————————————Sunday 15th May
The Band returns to Cosgrove Park as part of their Open Weekend. Playing opposite the Lakeside Bistro,
there will be two one hour performances starting at 12:00pm and then again at 2:00pm.
Come and enjoy an afternoon in the fresh air!

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Saturday 23rd April
Spring Concert
St. James Church, New Bradwell
As the pre-concert publicity stated it was all aboard with the Bradwell Silver Band as they embarked on a
global musical journey at their first concert of the year. Held in the Parish Church of St. James, Musical
Director Brian Keech had selected a programme to take the audience on a magical tour. This would
involve different forms of transport, visiting many countries and hearing all types of musical genre
including pop, classical and musical theatre.
Our president Peter splendidly attired as a stationmaster in a top hat welcomed the audience aboard and
blew his whistle for the start of the concert. We opened as is the tradition with a march, “Castell Coch”
by T.J, Powell who was known as the Welsh Sousa and one of the few composers to write exclusively for
the brass bands. Many of the marches were named after Welsh castles including this one which was
visible from his home. Castell Coch is Welsh for Red Castle and looks like something from a fairytale. This
romantic creation of the Victorian age was designed by William Burges for the 3rd Marquis of Bute and
rebuilt from the ruins of a medieval castle on the same site.
Our first soloist of the evening as Adam on soprano cornet with “Let Me Try Again “arranged by Simon
Kerwin. It was written by Caravelli, real name Claude Vasori, a French-Italian composer and arranger of
mostly orchestral music. In 1973 one of his compositions “Let me try again”, was included in the Frank
Sinatra album Old Blue Eyes is back: The original French lyrics were “Laisse moi le temps” written by
Michel Jourdan whilst the English lyrics by Paul Anka. Apparently Adam’s playing reduced his Grandma to
tears but I thought it was a good solo.
Our classical overture tonight was variations on the patriotic tune “Rule Britannia” arranged by W.
Rimmer. This is actually a combination of two songs, "Rule, Britannia!" that originated from the poem
by James Thomson and set to music by Thomas Arne in 1740, and “Come If You Dare our Trumpets
Sound” which is from King Arthur, an opera with music by Henry Purcell and a libretto by John Dryden
that was first performed in 1691.
The next item was very appropriate for the venue. Isaac Watt’s wonderful hymn “When I Survey The
Wondrous Cross” is traditionally set to the tune of Rockingham. Sometimes alternative tunes are used for
hymns and this can help to refresh old lyrics. The words of this hymn fit perfectly to the tune of "O Waly,
Waly", a folk song of Scottish origin and also known as “The Water Is Wide”. Australian Paul Prince is the
bandmaster of the Preston (Melbourne) Salvation Army Band and although new to arranging and with no
formal qualifications has cleverly combined the two tunes to give us the arrangement entitled “When I
Survey”.
We followed this with “Light Walk” written by Barrie Gott who is another Australian Salvation Army
composer and arranger and is the bandmaster at Brisbane City Temple. He began his musical career as a
professional trumpet player but later concentrated on composition. “Light Walk” was written in 1986 for
the Star Lake Camp in New Jersey, USA and takes its title from an old spiritual song entitled “Walking in
the Light”. This was the first piece in a Count Basie type big band style to find its way into the Salvationist
repertoire and was then made available to the wider brass band world. This includes a scintillating jazz
solo which was superbly performed by Tug.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Our second soloist was Fraser with the euphonium solo “Anything But Lonely”. The song is from the
musical Aspects of Love and recorded in 1989 Sarah Brightman. The musical is set in France with music
by Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by Don Black and Charles Hart. This arrangement for brass band is by
Stephen Bulla another Salvationist who was also the principle arranger for the “President’s Own” United
States Marine Corps Band in Washington, D.C.
Our last item of the first half was “The Journal of Phileas Fogg” written by Peter Graham and chosen as
this year’s test piece for the fourth section Regional Championships.
After the interval the Development Band was featured in a short programme of music. Ben was made the
compere and acted as tour guide as they followed the theme of this evening by continuing to take the
audience on their musical journey. They started in England with a jolly little march called “Tweedlee Dee
Tweedlee Dum”, written by Gary Young and inspired by the twin characters in an old nursery rhyme and
used by Lewis Carroll in his Alice in Wonderland books.
Next stop was France. Composer Saint-Saens wrote Carnival of the Animals in 1886. He was supposed to
be writing a symphony but decided this would be more fun to write. Each of the music’s 14 movements
represents a different animal and tonight they played “Royal March of the Lion”.
Back in England they then featured percussionist Toby as he appeared in public for the very first time
holding on a brass instrument. Love's Old Sweet Song” is a well known Victorian song published in 1884
with music by James Molloy and words from G. Clifton Bingham. The song has been recorded by many
artists, including John McCormack. Tonight they were trying something a little bit unusual as Tania on
flugel played the chorus as a solo, blowing directly into the bell of the Eb Bass that Toby was holding to
give an echoing effect. Well done to Tania and Toby.
Next up was a visit to Italy with "’O sole mio" is a Neapolitan song written in 1898. A favourite chime used
by ice cream vans everywhere, it reached a whole new audience in the 1980s when used in a television
ad. Who can forget the immortal words set to the tune, Just one Cornetto, give it to me, delicious icecream, of Italy.
The Development Band finished their journey back in England and what could be more English than the
great naval city of Portsmouth. “Portsmouth” is based on a traditional English folk dance tune and if you
listened carefully you would also have heard a chorus of “Rule Britannia”. The splendid group of 27
players had performed really well. They stood to acknowledge the well deserved applause and posed for
photographs before the senior band returned to the stage.
The results of the raffle were then announced followed by the Annual Awards presentation by our
Chairman James.
The Keith Clements Shield decided on by the Committee to the individual who they feel has made an
important contribution was presented to David Wilson for his excellent contribution to the Band, both as
a player and also the help and encouragement he gives to those he sits alongside.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
A new award this year was the Allan Frier Trophy which goes to the member of the Development Band
who has shown commitment and dedication to learn. This went to Samra Gabriel.
The Bill Holding Memorial Shield for the Young Player of the Year was shared by Toby Dytrych and Adam
Chappell
The Graham Huckle Memorial Shield for the Player of the Year as voted on by the members was shared
between Steph Chappell and John Lee.
The Norman Keech Trophy, the Chairman presents this award to an individual who has given outstanding
service during the past year and this went to Robin Allen.
The final presentation was to our president Peter and his wife Sue who recently celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary.
The second half of the senior band’s concert began with “Coronation Scot”.

(Photo courtesy of Alison, taken at the National Railway Museum in York).

The Coronation Scot was a named express passenger train of the London, Midland and Scottish
Railway inaugurated in1937 for the coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth . It ran on the West
Coast Main Line between London (Euston station) and Glasgow (Central station), stopping at Carlisle for
crew change and to pick up and set down passengers to and from London only. The service was designed
to compete with the rival services on the East Coast Main Line, for prestigious London to Scotland traffic.
It was scheduled to complete the journey from London to Glasgow in 6 hours 30 minutes. Of local
interest is that the carriages were all built or converted from other units at the Wolverton works, A
popular piece of light orchestral music celebrating this train was composed by Vivian Ellis and John had
made this arrangement as a special request from a member of our audience at a concert last autumn.
Some of our older readers will know this was used as the theme tune for the BBC Radio programme, Paul
Temple.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
It was then off to the U.S.A. as our final soloist of the evening was Karen on flugel horn with “By the Time
I Get to Phoenix". The song was written by Jimmy Webb and was covered by American country music
singer Glen Campbell on his album of the same name.
We returned to Europe in the form of Bohemia (which is a region in the Czech Republic) for "Bohemian
Rhapsody", which is a song by the British rock band Queen and written by Freddie Mercury for the band's
1975 studio album A Night at the Opera. It is a suite consisting of several sections without a chorus:
an intro, a ballad segment, an operatic passage, a hard rock part and a reflective coda. This arrangement
is by Darrol Barry.
The next item featured the most unusual method of transportation of the evening. "A Whole New World"
is a song arranged by Frank Bernaerts that featured in the Disney animated feature film Aladdin, with
music by Alan Menken and lyrics by Tim Rice. The song is a ballad between the primary
characters Aladdin and Jasmine about the new world they are going to discover together while riding on
Aladdin's magic carpet.
This was followed with “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” arranged by Frederik Kampstra. This began life as a
1939 African popular music hit "Mbube" and in modified versions it also became a hit in the US and the
UK (Mbube is the Zulu word for lion).
The final item on the programme was Klaus Badelt’s “Pirates of the Caribbean”, a series
of fantasy swashbuckler films produced by Jerry Bruckheimer and based on Walt Disney's theme park
ride of the same name. Arranged by Bruce Fraser this includes “The Medallion Calls”, “The Black Pearl”,
“One Last Shout”, “Walk The Plank” and “He’s A Pirate”.
After words of thanks from a Church official our encore was “Lollipop”, a popular song performed by the
Chordettes in 1958. Arranged for band by Mike Sutherland, the song originated from the time Julius
Dixson was late for a song writing session with Beverly Ross. He explained that his daughter had managed
to get a lollipop stuck in her hair, and that had caused him to be late. Ross was so inspired by the word
"lollipop" that she sat down at the piano and produced a version of the song on the spot.
It had been a good evening of music making and our three soloists all performed really well. We thank
Ann and Sarah for selling the raffle tickets. We thank Tug for his playing help and all those who helped
load and unload the kit. We thank Ron for taking photographs and videoing the performance. These can
be viewed on the Band’s Facebook page.
It’s a bit of a shame that the rehearsals leading up to this concert were not as well attended as they
should have been. This was partly due to players being away during the Easter holidays but this resulted
in us being under rehearsed and the unfamiliarity with some of the more demanding music was evident
in places.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Travelling around the world seems to be the theme for other concerts being performed by local brass
bands this Spring. Olney Brass will be presenting a “Round The World” concert at the Church of Christ The
Cornerstone in Central Milton Keynes on Saturday May 7th at 7:45 p.m. This will include their Beginner’s
Band and the Ousedale School Choir.
The following Saturday, the 14th May, the Wolverton Town Band will be “Dancing Round The World” in
the Bath House Community Centre Stratford Road. Their concert starts at 6:30 p.m. and admission is free.

Message from the Band’s President:
Sue and I would like to thank the members of Bradwell Silver Band for their kind presentation which we
received at the Spring Concert. We were both surprised and delighted to receive the floral arrangement
and ‘champers’ and we were particularly touched by the beautiful card with so many of your kind remarks
and signatures. We look forward to your company at Ironbridge (resplendent in your new uniforms?)
when you will assist us to mark our special year.
Best wishes and thanks to you all.

Peter
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

The Allan Frier Award
As mentioned in the engagement report, a new trophy was awarded this year to the member of the
Development Band who has shown commitment and dedication. This trophy was presented to the Band
by Allan Frier who is the father of Steph and the grandfather of Adam. Even though being from the north,
Allan doesn't have any previous associations with brass bands. The Salford dry docks where he was a
shipwright didn't have its own band but the Cadishead Band used to march through his home town for
the Whit Sunday parade. Listening to his grandson develop as a player has given him great pleasure and
Allan wanted to donate something to the Band to show his personal appreciation of the benefit his family
has received from receiving lessons and being supplied with instruments. As his daughter and both
grandsons learned to play via the Development Band, the committee thought it would be a great idea for
this award to be given specifically to a member of this group regardless of age who has shown a
commitment and dedication to learn. This is not necessarily the best player but a member who tries and
is giving as much to group as they are receiving. The intention is that this award will encourage the
winner to keep on playing and also show them that they are appreciated. We are very grateful to Allan
for this kind and thoughtful award.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Misc...
Storage Area Tidied Up
On a recent Saturday in April, a working party transformed the Band’s lock up store in the school. It
involved moving the entire contents of the music library and all the stored instruments to create more
space. You can actually now stand inside the room and close the door! Thank you Robin, James, Sam,
Brian and Jemma for all your hard work.
———————————————————————————————————————————————

Thanks
The Band has received a donation through Susan Aspinall. Susan recently organised a re-union for those
who were pupils at the New Bradwell school in 1961/62. This was held in the New Bradwell Sports
Association Club House and they had a great time remembering the old days. There was some money left
over after this event and it has very generously been presented to the Band towards out new uniforms.
Thank you Susan and our best wishes go to you and all the class of 1961/1962.
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

About The Editor
Name: Sarah-Jayne
Age: 31
Status: Married
Hometown: Milton Keynes
Pets: 2x Zebra Finches, 1x Canary & 1x Russian Dwarf Hamster
Favourite Football Team: Chelsea
Favourite Bands/Singers: Backstreet Boys, Take That.
Interesting Fact: For those that don’t know, I am Keith’s daughter. Without his write-ups
each month, the Bugle wouldn’t be as good as it is!

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Future Engagements
MAY
Monday 2nd May

May Day @ The Mill

1:00-2:00pm

Sunday 15th May

Cosgrove Park

12:00-3:00pm

Thursday 19th May

Development Band Soloists Competition

7.00pm

JUNE
Sunday 5th June

Big Lunch - Stony Stratford

TBC

Sunday 12th June

Milton Keynes Museum

TBC pm

JULY
Sunday 3rd July

Grove House Bandstand - Dunstable

3:00-4:45pm

Sunday 10th July

Ironbridge Brass Festival

ALL DAY

Saturday 16th July

New Bradwell School Carnival

TBC

Sunday 24th July

Patronal Service - St James Church

TBC am

Monday 25th July to Monday 15th August – Summer Break

AUGUST
Saturday 20th August

Bancroft Brass In The Park

TBC pm

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 3rd September

Cosgrove Church

TBC pm

Saturday 17th September

Sam & James’s Wedding

TBC

OCTOBER
Saturday 15th October

Autumn Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

DECEMBER
Saturday 10th December

Newport Pagnell Singers

TBC

Saturday 17th December

Christmas Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

Sunday 18th December

Christmas Concert - Stantonbury WMC

TBC pm

Playing members are asked to arrive at least 30 minutes before the start time shown for the performance.
If you are not going to be available for any of these engagements it is essential that you let Robin or Sam know as
soon as possible and also advise your section leader. We will arrange for deputy players so you must leave your music folder or make arrangements for it to be collected from you.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Allen

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:
Quartermaster

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

sj.cc23@gmail.com

Fraser Cousins

fras@sky.com

Jemma Day

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

All Our Yesterdays
We are grateful to our President Peter who has found some interesting articles
about the Band in the archives of the Northampton Mercury. The following is a
report on an event in May 1948. We will include more of these interesting
glimpses into the past in future editions of the Bugle.

WHITSUN CARNIVAL AT NEW BRADWELL
Nearly 4,000 people from the New Bradwell, Wolverton and Stony Stratford area
of North Bucks spent their “holidays at home” at New Bradwell’s first post-war
Whitsun sports and gala day on Monday. In the morning, led by the New
Bradwell band, in brand new uniforms, the carnival procession paraded through
the streets, which were lined by thousands people.
Many children were seeing such a procession for the first time. In the afternoon
the sports were declared open by Lord Cadman. Lady Cadman crowned Miss
Molly Adams “Miss Bradwell, 1948.’’

www.bradwellband.co.uk

