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Sarah-Jayne

How nice it is to finally have some warm and sunny weather. Let’s just hope
it hangs around long enough for some of the outdoor engagements!!!

News in Brief
New Bradwell Sports Association will be holding their annual May Day fun day again on
Monday 6th May, in aid of Willen Hospice and Air Ambulance. Start time is 1.00pm till 5.00pm.
There will be bouncy castles, assault course, children’s rides, music, entertainment, licensed
bar, food and raffle. All welcome with free entry. Bradwell Band will be performing between
1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m., members are asked to be there by 12:30 please. Let’s hope for better
weather this year!

We are still actively seeking experienced front row cornet players to strengthen the Band in
preparation for a busy summer season of engagements. If you know of anyone who may be
interested please let Robin or Brian know and they will be happy to contact them directly.

Don’t forget the Band’s Soloist competition on Sunday 19th May. This gives the opportunity for
all members to stand up and play a solo in front of a friendly audience.
If you intend to play a solo with band accompaniment please make sure Brian knows in plenty
of time so that rehearsal time can be planned accordingly.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report—Keith Jones
Saturday 20th April 2013
Spring Concert
St James Church, New Bradwell
Bradwell Silver Band presented their Annual Spring Concert in the familiar surroundings of the Parish
Church of St. James. Under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech, the evening started in
traditional fashion with a march, William Rimmer’s “The Australasian”.
We then introduced our first soloist of the evening, Adam Keech with the cornet solo “Spanish Eyes”.
Composed by Bert Kaempfert, a German songwriter and orchestra leader who specialised in easylistening music, this arrangement for brass band is by Ray Woodfield. After a dramatic opening, the music
settles into a beguine with some excellent percussion work by Ossie, Toby and James. Well played Adam.
Our selection from the musicals tonight was “West Side Story” with music by Leonard Bernstein and lyrics
by Stephen Sondheim. Originally a Broadway Musical it was made into a film which won many awards.
Based on Romeo and Juliet, the story tells how a man and a woman from different backgrounds fall in
love amid a background of gang related rivalries. Tunes included in the selection are “I Feel Pretty”,
“Maria”, “Something’s Coming”, “America”, and “Tonight”.
Following the hurly burly of gangland New York, our next item was from much nearer home, the William
Himes arrangement of the traditional hymn tune “Amazing Grace”. The words were written by John
Newton and inspired by his personal experiences. Raised without any religious preferences he was forced
into the Royal Navy and then became part of the slave trade. A violent storm caused much damage to his
ship that Newton called out to God for mercy and this marked his spiritual conversion. He became curate
of Olney Parish Church where he collaborated with William Cowper in writing hymns. “Amazing Grace”
was written to illustrate a sermon on New Year’s Day 1773 although it is not known what tune it was
sung to. The words became a great favourite in America and they were sung to a tune named “New
Britain” which has now become one of the world’s most recognisable hymns.
Then we journeyed back to New York where George Gershwin was born in 1898. Son of Russian
emigrants, his compositions spanned both popular and classical genres. With words written by his older
brother Ira, Gershwin’s “I Got Rhythm” featured in his musical “Girl Crazy” and quickly became a jazz
classic. Its chord progression, known as the "rhythm changes", is the foundation for many subsequent
popular jazz tunes.
Principle Euphonium Fraser Cousins was our next soloist with Puccini’s “Nessun Dorma”, arranged by
Howard Snell. Nessun Dorma" (None shall sleep) is an aria from the final act of Giacomo Puccini's opera
Turandot, and is one of the best-known tenor arias in all opera and reached a much wider audience when
the recording by Pavarotti was used by the BBC as the theme music for their coverage of the World Cup
Final in 1990. Fraser gave a wonderful performance, his rich sound making the most of the excellent
acoustics in the Church.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report—Keith Jones (Continued)
We finished the first half with Goff Richard’s “Hollywood” which was this the test piece used at this
year’s area contest.
After a break for refreshments, Clive Keech conducted the Development Band in a suite entitled “Blues,
Promenade and Happy Tune” by Kees Schoonenbeek (which we all know is actually an anagram for
“choke on bees knees”). With three contrasting musicals styles, the Development Band gave a very
pleasing performance. We are sure that they will have enjoyed performing in public and we look
forward to welcoming them into the main band in the future. We should thank Clive, Robin, Sam and
the other senior members who put their time into teaching the players of the future.

Bradwell Silver Band’s Annual Awards were then announced with the first three trophies presented to
the winners by Band Chairperson Gary Morris.
The Bill Holding trophy for young band person of the year went to a delighted Toby.
The Keith Clements trophy decided on by committee went to John Lee
The Norman Keech trophy, chairman’s award, went to Karen Wilson.
The final award was the Graham Huckle Trophy for player of the year which is voted on by members of
the Band, and this year the trophy was presented by David Huckle to Luke Colvin.

Well done to all of those who won the awards this year!

Having finished the first half with the test piece from this year’s area contest, we opened the second
half with a test piece from 1995 with Malcolm Arnold’s “Little Suite for Brass”. As Brian said in his
introduction to this item, Malcolm Arnold was born in Northampton and each year a festival is held
commemorating his music. In three movements, the opening prelude is in the style of a fanfare in
dotted rhythm, with support from the side drum and tuned percussion. The second movement is a
flowing “Siciliano” which features a sweet melancholy tune, first played by the cornet and then picked
up by the whole band. The concluding “Rondo” opens impressively with a loud unison statement of the
main theme by the entire band, punctuated by cymbal crashes. The melody is worked over by various
instruments and the movement builds to an exciting climax. We managed to confuse the audience who
didn’t realise we had finished so the applause for our efforts was delayed for a few seconds!
Our next soloist was John Lee who showed his mastery of his instrument with “Tenor Trombone Rag”
by Roy Newsome. Although an original composition for brass band, this piece perfectly captures the
style of a traditional jazz piece and John showed he is in his element with this genre with a great
performance and all done without music too!

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report—Keith Jones Continued)
After the fun of a trombone solo, the mood was changed to a lilting Gaelic flavour with “Erin Shore”.
This is based on a traditional tune and was an instrumental performed by the Irish Group The Corrs.
Arranged Leigh Baker, this lovely tune is a new addition to our repertoire and for me was one of the
highlights of the evening. It opens as an unaccompanied cornet solo with other parts gradually added.
The percussion section features in a twelve bar section and the music reaches a fine crescendo before
fading away in the last few bars. This was a fine piece of music making.
We then presented another item with its origins in the musical film world, “Singin In The Rain”
arranged by Alan Fernie. With some very realistic raindrop effects by James on the glock, the familiar
tune is given a number of different styles including a swing version before ending more quietly with a
couple of bars from “Drip Drip Drop Little April Shower” from the Disney classic film Bambi.

Our final solo tonight was Karen with the flugel feature “For Your Eyes Only”. The music was written by
Bill Conti as the theme song for the James Bond movie in 1981 and was sung on the soundtrack by
Sheena Easton. Darrol Barry’s sensitive arrangement for band allows the soloist to express themselves
and although coming almost at the end of the long programme, Karen gave a lovely performance which
was warmly applauded by the audience and band members.
The final item of the published concert saw us dip into the classical repertoire with “Minuet and Galop”
from Offenbach’s Orpheus In The Underworld. The music starts with a dainty minuet conjuring up
images of ladies in crinolines before leading us into the more familiar tune know as the “Can-Can”
which also brings images to the mind but of a totally different nature!
We were thanked for our efforts by the Vicar the Reverend Paul Smith who said how much he had
enjoyed the variety of the music on offer this evening.
As an encore we played “Tritsch-Tratsch Polka”, Johan Strauss’s original work being treated to a more
modern up tempo arrangement by Goff Richards.
For our first concert of the year there was some good playing but also some untidy moments. I am sure
as the summer season approaches we will continue to improve on our performance. It was great to
have three percussionists who added much to our performance this evening. Robin joked that he
needs a pantechnicon to transport all the percussion gear and it was quite a sight to see a procession
of members carrying and pushing the kit through the dark streets of New Bradwell back from the
Church to the school afterwards.

Thanks go to our guest players this evening Tug, Joe and Alan Bruce and to members of the Supporters
Club who organised the raffle.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Brass On TV! —Sarah-Jayne Edwards
Brass Players Seen on Ashley Banjo’s Street Crew
Boobs & Brass” is a unique brass band consisting of all female musicians who raise funds for charity.
Since its formation in 2006, the Northamptonshire based band has built a network of female players,
extending to Cambridgeshire, Leicestershire, Hertfordshire, Derbyshire, Lancashire, Hampshire and
Yorkshire. Many of them having had close relatives or friends suffer from breast cancer, the players all
want to be part of this concept and raise funds for Breast Cancer Campaign.
It is their love of music and their willingness to play for pleasure which ensure that “Boobs & Brass” is
able to continue to raise funds for this cause, and the band is now renowned for its ‘pink jackets’
among the brass band fraternity. Since their first concert, “Boobs & Brass” members have raised over
£100,000 for charity, £84,126.46 of which has been donated to Breast Cancer Campaign.

The wonderful girls of Boobs & Brass have revealed yet more hidden musical talents thanks to their
appearance on Sky television’s Ashley Banjo’s Secret Street Crew programme. The band can already
boast a flute player, an accordionist, accomplished singers, composers, and arrangers, but now they
have street dancers too.
Bass trombonist Melanie Bones had watched the whole of the first series of the popular programme,
where groups of people get together to learn choreographed dance moves for surprise performances
for family and friends. From dinner ladies and darts players to a squad of policemen, Ashley shows
them all how learning to street dance can be a bit of a life changing experience.

Full of enthusiasm, Melanie suggested that a group of ‘Boobies’ should have a go at meeting the
challenge, and much to her amazement, she received a positive response from the producers to take
part. Six band members agreed to join Mel for the challenge. Maggie told 4BR: "We were given a date
for our tuition with Ashley, and found that we had only three weeks to perfect our performance.
We were not allowed to disclose what we had committed ourselves to, so you cannot imagine what it
was like having to watch every word you uttered in case you let something slip, let alone all the white
lies that were told when we had to meet daily in various parts of the country to be taught by our
mentors!"

The success of their commitment and fabulous endeavours was shown on Ashley Banjo`s Secret Street
Crew last weekend and repeated on Sky a few days later. Maggie added: "All we have to say is that the
next time Melanie has a `great idea` is that somebody strangle her please! It was though an absolutely
fantastic experience—but definitely not for the faint hearted!"

*With acknowledgement to 4barsrest.com

www.bradwellband.co.uk

T HE B R A D WE LL BU GL E

PAGE 6

M A Y 2013

Future Engagements
May 2013
Mon 6th
Weds 15th
Sun 19th

May Day @ the Mill
1.00pm-2.00pm
Inauguration of the new Mayor @
TBA
Milton Keynes Civic Office
Solo Competition @ New Bradwell School
10.30am

June 2013
Sun 2nd
Sat 8th
Sun 9th

Big Lunch @ Stony Stratford
Stony Stratford Riverside
Evening Service @ St James Church

(Small Group)

11.30am
pm
TBA

July 2013
Sat 6th
Sat 13th
Sun 28th

Haversham Fete
School Fete @ New Bradwell School**
Patronal Service @ St James Church

pm
1.00pm
am

August 2013
Sun 18th
Mon 26th

Tiger Moths Rally @ Woburn Abbey
Stony Stratford Fair

TBC
Pm

September 2013
Sun 8th

St James Church

TBC

October 2013
Sat 12th

Concert @ St James Church

**There will now be a three week break from rehearsals.
Last practise will be the 18th July and the first practise
back will be 13th August.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts
Contact Details
Chairperson:

Gary Morris
chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

616463

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk
Treasurer:

Dave Sanderson

616357

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk
Musical Director:

Brian Keech

310959

md@bradwellband.co.uk
Supporters Club:

Lisa Huckle

217429
lhuckle@sky.com

A few jokes....

Newsletter

Sarah Edwards

319942

editor@bradwellband.co.uk

Q: What do you call a musician
with a college degree?
A: A manager at Hotel Chocolat!
——————————————
Q: What do you call a beautiful
woman on a trombonist's arm?
A: A tattoo.

Webmaster:

Fraser Cousins

225772
fras@sky.com

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

Just a reminder.....
......that all music folders are to be left in the lock up for
weekend of May 11th/12th as Sam and Robin start to
thin out the pads. Volunteers to help will be very welcome, check with Sam for times.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Bradwell Silver Band Membership List
Committee
Chairperson:

Gary Morris

Trustees:

Brin Carstens / Graham Crisp

Secretary:

Robin Allen

Junior Rep:

Sam White

Treasurer:

Dave Sanderson

Members:

Maria Belton

Steph Chappell

Librarian:

Sam White

Louis Wilson

Karen Wilson

Playing Positions

Non Committee Positions

Principal Cornet:

Vacant

President:

Peter J Blake

Solo Cornets:

Dan Whitmore

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Jess Davies

Publicity Officer:

Vacant

Vacant

Magazine Editor:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

Vacant

Fundraising:

Supporters Club

Soprano Cornet:

Julia Hollis

Quartermaster:

Sam White

Repiano Cornet:

Clive Keech

2nd Cornet:

Sam Allen
Adam Chappell

3rd Cornet:

Alison Drury
Rachel Griffith
Orla Howell

Honorary Members
Chris Coull

Brian Keech

Malcolm Hills

David Wilson

Jim Whyte

Tania Dytrych
Flugel Horn:

Karen Wilson

Solo Horn:

Keith Jones

Adam Chappell

Orla Howell

1st Horn:

Liz Keech

James Fosch

Lucas Chappell

2nd Horn:

Steph Chappell

Steph Chappell

Louis Wilson

Louis Wilson

Daniel Gaylor

Lucinda Gaylor

1st Baritone:

Lucy Bedford

Andrew Hutton

Sarah Hutton

2nd Baritone:

Maria Belton

Toby Dytrych

Tania Dytrych

Lisa Huckle

Ella Duncan

Daisy Roberts

Fraser Cousins

Elis Rees-Kay

Arwel Rees-Kay

Luke Colvin

Debbie Hodder

Casey Brockwell

1st Trombone:

John Lee

Ben Mirfin

2nd Trombone:

Vince Jarjadian

Bass Trombone:

Luca Ianotta

Eb Basses:

Dave Sanderson

Euphonium:

Jonathan Evans
BBb Bass:

Robin Allen

Percussion

Steve Osborne
Toby Dytrych

Development Group

The Development Group is open to everyone, irrespective of
age. So if you know anyone who’s been thinking of taking
up a brass instrument, get them to come along. Experience
not necessary.

*If you are interested in these positions, or would just like to
come along for an evening, feel free to contact the Band’s
secretary, Robin Allen

James Lawrie
www.bradwellband.co.uk

www.bradwellband.co.uk

See respective websites for opening times.

