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Hi Everyone!

Welcome to the March edition of the Band’s monthly newsletter. After
the recent wet and windy weather let’s hope we soon start to see some
more settled weather as Spring arrives.
Most of the Band’s rehearsal time recently has been spent working on
the test piece for the area contest which takes place in three weeks. You
can read more information on the contest inside this issue. The Band will
be travelling to Stevenage by coach and there will be some spare seats
available if you fancy a day out. Please contact Robin to reserve a place.
Please note that there has been a change of date for the Spring Concert
and Annual Awards Presentation. This will now be taking place in St.
James Church on Sunday 2nd May starting at 7:30pm.
I thank Brian for his contributions this month.

Sarah-Jayne

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Area Contest
Everything you need to know and probably more!
The line-up of bands that will compete at the London & Southern Counties Regional Championship in
Stevenage on the weekend of the 21st and 22nd March has been announced. A total of 81 bands across
five sections will make their way to the Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre, where they will try and claim
the qualification places that are on offer to the National finals.

Third Section:

Adjudicators: Brett Baker and David Hirst
Venue: Gordon Craig Theatre
Bradwell Silver
Brighton & Hove City
Chichester City
Cottenham
Crystal Palace
Fairlop
Godalming
Great Yarmouth
Hungerford Town
Jubilee Brass (Oxford)
Littleport
Olney Town
Reading Spring Gardens
Regent Community Brass
Simon Langton
Tadley Concert Brass
Welwyn Garden City

B. Keech
M. Hackett
R. Stanko
P. Mackley
M. Gray
K. Jordan
J. Haigh
C. Swaep
T. Crouter
C. Sadler
I. Knapton
K. Nichols
M. Ruel
C. Bearman
D. Cutting
P. Chapman
D. Wilson
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Area Contest
In view of the large entry in this year’s contest, the Regional Committee decided to enforce a split draw to
decide the order of play. The first draw takes place at 8:00 a.m. with the section starting at 9:00 a.m. The
second draw takes place at 10:00. Bradwell Band has been advised that we are in the second draw which
means a slightly more civilised departure time. This year we will again be playing in the Gordon Craig
Theatre rather than the huge sports hall.
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

Admission:
Each playing member will be issued with a Bandsman Ticket which is valid for our section only and subject
to seating being available. The organisers will be unable to replace any lost tickets. If a member wishes to
support another section on the same day, a special concession ticket can be purchased at the box office
for £3 on the surrender of their Competitor’s Ticket. A special all weekend bandsman exchange ticket can
be purchased from the box office for the cost of £9. A Bandsman Ticket must be produced at the
registration table.

Refreshments:
Light refreshments are available during the day in the Arts & Leisure Centre, However the management
advises us that only food purchased on the premises will be allowed to be consumed in the Restaurant/
Cafeteria area.
Stevenage Town Centre is just a few minutes walk away where you will find the usual range of retailers
offering refreshments.
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

The Bands:
The London and Southern Counties area covers Bedfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire,
Cambridgeshire, Channel Islands, Sussex, Essex, Greater London, Hertfordshire, Kent, Norfolk,
Oxfordshire, Suffolk, Surrey, West Sussex.
Norfolk‘s entrant this year is Great Yarmouth who have just been promoted from the 4th section. Kent
based Simon Langton have also been promoted for this year’s contest. The Greater London area is
represented by the Crystal Palace Band, Regent Community Brass and Fairlop who have this year have
dropped down from the 2nd Section.
From West Sussex we have the Chichester City Band while East Sussex are represented by Brighton and
Hove City.
Travelling up from Berkshire will be Hungerford Town and new entrants Reading Spring Gardens. The
latter last played in the areas nearly forty years ago so it is good to see them back contesting. Normally
new bands would be expected to start off in the fourth section but having won the Oxfordshire and
District Winter Contest in both the unregistered and lower sections they have been graded as a Section
Three band
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Area Contest
From Surrey we have Godalming whilst Jubilee Brass is based in the Cowley area of Oxfordshire. The Band
with the shortest journey to travel is Hertfordshire based Welwyn Garden City, around ten miles away
from Stevenage.
Cambridgeshire has two bands, Cottenham who have just been promoted and Littleport who have been
relegated from the 2nd section.
Buckinghamshire has ourselves and our friends from Olney Brass. The final band in the section is Tadley
Concert Brass, based in Hampshire but it would seem their postcode means they can compete here
rather than in the West of England.
I am sure all the Bands will have worked hard in rehearsing the challenging test piece and we hope that
they all perform to the best of their abilities on the day. Most of the bands indicate they have vacancies
for players but I am sure they will be doing their best to have a full complement of players on the day.
With an entry of 17 bands, those placed in the first three will be invited to take part in the National Finals
to be held at Cheltenham Racecourse in September.
A full report on the contest will appear in next month’s edition of the Band’s newsletter.
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

The Test Piece:

The test piece selected for this year’s third section area contest is Andrew Baker’s “Endurance”.
Commissioned by Kapitol Promotions, Endurance takes its title from the ship used by Sir Ernest
Shackleton’s Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition in 1914-16. We included a full review of this music in last
month’s issue of the Bugle.
Andrew Baker’s music last featured at the regionals in 2009, when his “The Once and Future King” tested
Section 3 bands. “Endurance” is a work that will engage bands in its spirit and story, whilst giving ample
opportunity to display core elements of sound, technique and individual flair.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Area Contest
The Adjudicators:
As has now become the normal procedure for the area contest, there will be two adjudicators listening to
all the performances, They will then have the unenviable task of placing all the bands in the section in a
precise order of merit. For the successful bands this means an invitation to the National Finals and
promotion to a higher section. For the less successful the final placings could lead to relegation. This year
we will have two highly respected adjudicators in Brett Baker and David Hirst. Both have played at the
highest level of banding and have great experience in conducting so they will have strong opinions on
how they expect the test piece to be performed.

Brett Baker
Brett Baker is viewed internationally as a leading brass performer and educator. He is passionate about
encouraging composers to write pioneering new repertoire being one of the most recorded brass
soloists. Brett is General Manager for the Geneva Group, he continues to be an ambassador for Michael
Rath Brass Instruments and is Principal Trombone of the Black Dyke Band.
Brett has played as a soloist at the International Trombone Festival in the USA and Trombonanza in
Argentina, the American Trombone Workshop in Virginia, the Great American Brass Band Festival in
Kentucky and the Singapore, Philippine and Thailand Low Brass Festivals.
Originally from the Forest of Dean, Gloucestershire, Brett studied at the University of Salford,
simultaneously joining the Fairey Band, conducted by Major Peter Parkes in 1992. He had many contest
successes including an historic treble in 1993/4.
At Salford he was taught by Professor David King, whilst also studying for a degree in Business Economics.
In 2000 he was invited to join the Black Dyke Band by Professor Nicholas Childs, achieving enviable
contest successes. Now as well as a performance schedule of 60 concerts a year, Brett enjoys presenting
workshops, specialising in solo performance and band training.
His research includes trombone solo repertoire, trombone instrument design through modular assembly
and the psychology of performance.
He has been guest conductor of the University of Salford Brass Band, the brass band at the Royal
Northern College of Music, Thoresby Colliery, Carlton Main Frickley Colliery and the Leyland Band.
In 2014 Brett conducted Tongwynlais Temperance at the National Finals of Great Britain in the Royal
Albert Hall, London. Brett was conductor of the University of Salford Symphonic Wind Band from 20142019.
As an adjudicator, Brett, has judged the International Trombone Association in the USA, the National Solo
Championships in Switzerland, many Association contests, the National Finals in the Netherlands and
Lithuania, New Zealand and Australia, and most of the Area Qualifiers for the National Championships of
Great Britain.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Area Contest
David Hirst
David Hirst began his musical career at the age of ten with the local village band playing cornet: he made
rapid progress on the instrument, and, at the age of fourteen was accepted into the Yorkshire Imperial
Metals Band on the solo cornet bench.
Two years later David joined the Black Dyke Mills Band on Soprano Cornet, where he had four successful
years including wins at the British Open, National and World Championships.
In 1972 David began studying music at the University of Huddersfield, being taught trumpet by Maurice
Murphy. A growing interest in Orchestral and Big Band playing led him to being one of the early members
of the James Shepherd Versatile Brass.
In 1978 David rejoined the Black Dyke Mills Band on Soprano cornet enjoying further contest success. By
the mid ‘70s he was conducting various village bands before being appointed in 1980 as the Musical
Director of the Andrews Heat for Hire Band. After five successful years he then took over as Musical
Director at the Lewington Yamaha Band followed by two years as the Resident Conductor at Black Dyke
conducting the band during their historic tour of Australia in 1988.
In 1990 David returned to the Yorkshire Imperial Band conducting them at the British Open, All England
Masters and as prize-winners at the “Brass in Concert” competition over three successive years.
In 1994 David was invited to join the ‘World Famous’ Brighouse & Rastrick Band as Resident Musical
Director, relinquishing this position in 2005 after 11 years. During this period the Band were National
Champions (1997 and 1998), European Champions (1998) and All England Masters Champions (1997 and
2001) in addition to Yorkshire Area Champions (1995, 1997 and 2003).
Since leaving B&R David has been guest conductor with Grimethorpe, Faireys and Fodens, and is regularly
invited to undertake ‘contest preparation’ workshops with bands of all standards.
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

Gordon Craig Theatre
The Gordon Craig Theatre is housed in The Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre on Lytton Way. The theatre
has a seating capacity of 501 and throughout the year hosts a busy and varied programme of musicals,
live Music, comedy, plays, family shows and one of the longest running pantomimes in the country.
———————————————————————————————————————————————-
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Area Contests Conducted By Brian Keech
With the Area Contest fast approaching I thought I would look back through the records and see how
many Area Contests I had conducted our Band at. This year will be my 22nd with the first being in 1994. I
had a four year gap when I conducted Towcester Band and also the band didn’t enter in 1996. Many of
you will remember your first Area contest but do you remember these pieces?
1994 The Journeyman
1995 Little Suite For Brass
1997 Pennine Moors
1998 Solemn Melody and Scenes From a Comedy
1999 Indian Summer
2000 Narnia Suite
2001 Sinfonietta
2002 St Austell Suite
2003 Northern Landscapes
2004 Vizcaya
2009 The Talisman
2010 Saint-Saens Variations
2011 Prelude Song and Dance
2012 English Folk song suite
2013 Hollywood
2014 Partita for Band
2015 An English Pastorale
2016 The Journal of Phileas Fogg
2017 St Andrews Variations
2018 World Tour
2019 First Suite in Eb
2020 Endurance

Brian

www.bradwellband.co.uk

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

PAGE 8

MA R C H 2 0 2 0

Concert - The Cory Band - Victoria Rooms Bristol
A review from Musical Director Brian Keech

On Sunday February 2nd Steph and myself went to listen to the Worlds best Band “Cory” in Bristol. The
tickets had been brought for Brin as a Christmas gift but due to his ill health he had passed them onto
Steph. The tickets were VIP and entitled us to more than the concert.
On our arrival we were shown to a room with about 50 other people and offered Wine/ soft drinks and
Chocolates. We were then treated to a 30-minute talk by Philip Harper the MD of the Cory Band about
the pieces we were going to hear and how that had helped the band win the 2019 Grand Slam (winning
the 5 major Brass Band Contests both in the UK and Europe). He also introduced Ailsa Russell who was to
play the Tenor Horn Concerto during the concert, she spoke about her playing background about
practicing 1 1 /2 hour every day and how she had given up a good job to be able to continue to play with
the Cory band. She is now a Probation officer rather than being in the British Army. A Q/A session
followed with a chance to view the Trophies before it was 3 o’clock and we were taken up to our seats on
the balcony.
The first half on the Concert lasted well over an hour but only featured 3 pieces. First up was a major Test
piece by Edward Gregson called “Of Men and Mountains” starting very quietly the piece depicted a train
journey through the mountains of the Alps with a massive ending to the piece played at a very fast speed.
Next up was Ailsa playing Philip Wilby’s Fantasie Concertante, a 5 movement concerto for Tenor Horn. As
Mr Harper explained a Tenor Horn Concerto is very rare but a shame for such a versatile instrument. The
playing was quite stunning from slow glorious sounds to music so clear and clean in the very high register.
As Steph had said in the Q/A the Tenor Horn is the best instrument in the band and here there were no
objections.
To win the European Contest you have to play 2 Test pieces on separate days with the winner having the
highest mark over both days. The first day is a set piece played by all bands but day 2 is own choice. Philip
Harper had written Explorers on the Moon for the Cory Band to play, based on the adventures of the
Belgium character Tintin it was the second piece he had written on this theme. It was simply stunning I
don’t know how else to describe it. The piece started with the back-row cornets playing behind the stage
and the effect of hearing playing behind a door was just different and inventive. All the Solo players had
major features each played so simply but technically correct. 5 percussion players played every
instrument possible including one with a Cello Bow and another where a Gong was lowered into water to
create a ripple sound. I fully understand why this won the Europeans it was certainly very special.
We were told the second half of the Concert would see the band in entertainment mode and boy were
they right. First up was a rarely heard Gordon Langford march “March of the Pacemakers” a piece that
would have been appropriate for Brin after having his pacemaker fitted.
The last contest won by Cory in 2019 was Brass in Concert held at the Sage Gateshead. This is an
entertainment contest and many bands base their programmes on a theme. This year Philip Harper had
chosen Rudyard Kipling’s The Jungle Book, in his pre-concert talk he said he had started working on the
concept of the programme 9 months before the contest finding the music to suit it and then getting all
the permissions and agreements so that he could arrange all the pieces for the Cory band to play.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Concert - The Cory Band - Victoria Rooms Bristol
He also told us the players receive the music one month before the Contest.
With a video background and commentary between the pieces the bands 30-minute set told this
wonderful story using the following pieces: The Night of the Tiger (a version of eye of the Tiger), Elephant
Patrol (featuring the basses), Trust in me with Khan the snake being the main character played
wonderfully as a Trombone solo by Chris Thomas. Next were the cheeky monkeys in La Suerte De los
Tontos followed by Dies Irae with the finale being I’ve Gotta Be Me (when Mowgli realises he has to live
his own life not that of a wolf cub).
For the whole performance the band was continually moving around the stage standing in different
groups to achieve the balance and sounds required it was truly wonderful.
An encore of the Finale from William Tell sent us all home with a spring in our step.I have been lucky over
the years to attend many Brass Band concerts and listen to some of the finest bands in the World. I have
to say that I don’t think I’ve heard anything better than this concert. The fast playing with massive
differences in Dynamics and style you come to expect but it was the wonderful and different sounds they
kept creating. On many occasions both Steph and I sat forward in our seats to see who was actually
creating the sound as you just could not tell from listening.
The 5 hours round trip was well worth it and I thank Steph for taking me and for Brin to pass on the
tickets. I would recommend you all get to hear this stunning band at some point. The Band does have a
link to the Cory Band but that is for another Newsletter.

Brian

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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All Our Yesterdays
For our look back in the archives this month we go back to May 1990 to see the Band playing at Corner
Pin for the New Bradwell Methodist Church Fete. The conductor is Clive Keech, the principal cornet is Tug
Wilson and the only two other present day playing members are hidden behind their basses, with David
Sanderson on the left and Robin Allen to the right.

The picture shows one of my pet hates with music folders scattered around on the floor and empty
instrument cases left in full view detracting from the otherwise tidy appearance of the Band.
For anyone interested in buses (I know - anoraks) in the background travelling along Newport Road
towards Wolverton can be seen a Milton Keynes City Bus. Up until 1986 bus services between the major
centres in Milton Keynes had been run by United Counties Omnibus with depots in Bletchley and Stony
Stratford. These were used until 1983 when they were replaced by a new depot near the city centre at
Winterhill. The services were operated with a mixture of double-decker buses and some large single-deck
vehicles according to the historical rural bus service model. During the 1980s the government embarked
on a programme of deregulation and privatisation of bus services. On taking over the local operations,
the newly formed Milton Keynes City Bus chose to abandon nearly all of the traditional bus fleet in favour
of purchasing nearly 100 new minibuses.
We are always on the look- out for previously unseen photographs of the Band. If you have any in your
possession please pass them on to the editor along with as much detail as you can. All photos will be
returned after they have been scanned for possible future use.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Dates For The Diary
Members are reminded to indicate their availability for engagements using the Muzodo web app.
If you have problems accessing this please let Steph or Sam know
Saturday 21st March Sunday 2nd May Friday 8th May Saturday 16th May Saturday 6th June Sunday 7th June Saturday 13th June Sunday 26th July Sunday 23rd August Saturday 17th October -

LSC Regional Brass Band Competition
St. James Spring Concert
VE Day Bradwell Fete
Concert for the Chelsea Pensioners
Newport Pagnell Vintage Day
Stony Stratford Big Lunch
North Crawley Concert
St. James Patronal Service
Dunstable Sunday Band Concert
St. James Autumn Concert

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Contacts

Chairperson:

Steph Chappell

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards
Fraser Cousins

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.bsb.bugle@gmail.com
-

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.

www.bradwellband.co.uk

