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Sarah-Jayne

JAN BOWER - A tribute by Brian Keech
I am very sorry to report the death of Jan Bower on Saturday May 14 th after a very short illness.
Jan was a lovely lady, a wonderful Mother, Grandmother and a very special friend.
Jan joined our band in 1984 after Vaughan and she moved to Milton Keynes. Jan was an excellent
player and had played with top bands in Yorkshire and the National Youth Brass Band before moving
South. She spent 5 years with the band during which time Vaughan became the band’s MD. Even
though she was a much better player than me she was happy to play 1 st Horn and then Flugel rather
than take the Solo Horn role occupied by myself. With Liz on 2 nd Horn we created a good section.
After leaving Bradwell Jan went on to play with some of the finest Midland bands on Solo Horn
including the Jaguar Band. Jan and Vaughan though didn’t lose contact with Bradwell and depped for
us for many occasions and received the Bugle to keep in touch.
Jan was a lovely caring person who carried on playing at the same time as raising Kirsty and Lucy
without any local family support. Liz and I became great friends and Jan and Vaughan were the first
couple we turned to for help outside of our family when needed. We also had some great times
together including trips to London, holiday in Cornwall and numerous parties. Jan will leave a massive
hole in our lives as she will with all her friends. Our thoughts at this time are with Vaughan, Kirsty,
Lucy and the rest of their family
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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What’s On!...June
Where you can see and hear Bradwell Silver Band this month:
Sunday 5th June
Stony Stratford Big Lunch 12:00pm to 4:00pm (Playing times to be confirmed)
An opportunity for families, friends and neighbours to spend time together and share some fun times.
The celebration is the Queen’s 90th birthday friends and weather permitting there will be a flypast of a
wartime Dakota. There will be treasure hunt for the kids as well as lots of activities and games. If you are
not taking your own food there will be a Pig Roast, an Asian Food stall and Fish and Chips. There will be
free tea and coffee, entry is free and the band will be performing two 45 minute sessions.
———————————————————————————————————————————————Saturday 11th June
Milton Keynes Museum - There is a charge for entrance to the museum.
Milton Keynes Museum’s Victorian weekend is back for a second year and promising to be bigger, better
and even more fun than before. Their publicity urges you to “Roll up, roll up, for an extravaganza of
Victorian fashion, entertainments, music and majesty!” Over the June 11-12 weekend there’s a chance to
be enthralled by the Palace of Curiosities, a Victorian fairground show full of mystery, fascination and
fun. The Marcus Island Mermaid is just one of the objects that will leave you incredulous! You will even
get the opportunity of taking tea with Queen Victoria. Her Majesty will be granting an audience to visitors
and she’ll be attended by her Lady of the Robes, the Countess of Buccleuch. Visit the tickets page for
more information and to purchase your place at the Queen’s Table: Saturday 11 June OR Sunday 12 June.
———————————————————————————————————————————————Saturday 18th June
Milton Court Care Home Kents Hill
The Band will be performing between 2:00pm and 3:30 pm.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Monday 2nd May
May Day Fun Day
New Bradwell
For the Band’s first outdoor engagement of the year, Bradwell Silver Band were pleased to accept the
invitation to perform again at the annual May Fun Day organised by the New Bradwell Sports Association
and raising money for Willen Hospice. The weather forecast was not good but we were fortunate that it
stayed dry and reasonably bright for our performance although a bit on the windy side. Given the option,
half the band elected to wear fleeces with the other half choosing to brave the elements in their band
jackets. So the appearance was not quite uniform but at least the players felt comfortable with their
choices. As has become the custom, the Band opened proceedings with a one hour programme of music.
We set up in the area reserved for us and were all seated in plenty of time.
Musical Director Brian Keech raised his baton and we began with “Breezin’ Down Broadway”. We used
some of the items performed at the recent concert in St. James‘s plus others which will be featured over
the coming months. We continued our playing with “Everything I Do I Do It For You” and the up tempo
“Light Walk”. Karen and Louis were featured in the duet “Don’t It Make My Brown Eyes Blue” and played
extremely well despite the best efforts of the wind to blow the music off the stands. “Lollipop” came next
and of course we had to find place for “The Floral Dance”, a tribute to the late Terry Wogan who had
made this piece so popular. Another famous person to pass away this year was David Bowie and we
played “Life On Mars” as a tribute to him. The rest of the programme was “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”,
“Highland Cathedral”, “Born Free”, “When I Survey” and our final item was an extract from “Pirates of the
Caribbean”.
It had been a reasonable performance in some tricky conditions and was good preparation for the
Summer season of engagements to come. The rain did finally arrive but by then we had packed our stuff
away into the trailer and were on our way home.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Sunday 15th May

Today saw a return visit to Cosgrove Park, which as their advertising tells you is located on the
picturesque South Northamptonshire and Buckinghamshire border. It is set in 180 acres of parkland and
boasts twelve lakes and two rivers. The event was an open week-end which the park organises to allow
people to come and see what it has to offer and maybe tempt you into buying one of their holiday
homes.
The weather was a lot warmer and brighter than had been forecast and this seemed to attract more
visitors than on our two visits last year. We set up both gazebos to give us some cover and Musical
Director Brian Keech had the mammoth task of selecting enough music for two sixty minute
performances. We used much of the programme from the May Day concert and featured some of our
soloists. In the first session we had Luke on Eb Bass with “Bare Necessities”, Luca on Bass Trombone with
“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” and our principal euphonium Fraser played “Blaydon Races”. A new piece
featured in the first half was “Crazy Little Thing Called Love” made famous by Queen.
There was an hour’s break in between sessions which allowed members ample time for refreshments
whilst the younger ones explored the nearby playground.
The second half saw solos for Karen with “By The Time I Get To Phoenix” and Toby with “Fascinating
Drums”. There was also a duet by Karen and Louis with “Don’t It Make My Brown Eyes Blue”. Another
piece new to the band and receiving its public debut was “Young Amadeus” which is based on the famous
melody from the Adagio movement of the Clarinet Concerto by Mozart.
After completing the last item of our programme the Band performed two verses of the hymn tune
“Abide with Me” in memory of Jan Bower who sadly passed away the previous day.
It had been a long afternoon but was played to a very good standard. Non-availability of some of our
members meant we were reliant on guest players to fulfil the engagement. We are extremely grateful to
Tony from Bedford Town Band, Karen from the Woburn Sands Band, Sue and Victoria from MK Brass and
Adam Keech filling the soprano chair. We also thank Tug and Tim for their playing help today. Today we
were also delighted to have Jennifer make her senior band debut on Eb Bass. It is less than a year since
Jennifer first picked up the instrument and she has made excellent progress in that short period of time.
In use today for the first time we had our brand new heavy duty music stands for which Robin had
created custom-built carrying boxes. On display we had the Band’s trailer which had recently had the
artwork applied. These welcome additions to the Band’s growing inventory of equipment will enhance
our appearance and ensure our presence is noticed.
Comments from Facebook: “The brass band was great today. Nice to see so many people coming to see
what Cosgrove has to offer.”
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Thursday 19th May
Development Band Solo Contest
This evening saw the annual Solo Contest for members of the Development Band. We were set up in the
main hall of the school and large numbers of family and friends arrived to listen to the solos.
A draw to determine the order of play had taken place shortly before the evening started and the Band
under their Musical Director Keith Jones played two items to give the players a chance to warm up their
lips. Development Group member Mabel had volunteered to be our announcer and she confidently
welcomed everyone to the event and introduced “Pastime With Good Company” followed by “O Sole
Mio”.
It was then time for the solos to commence. Keith welcomed Adam Keech as our adjudicator for the
evening explaining that he was a product of our Development Band. Adam progressed to be the senior
band’s solo cornet before going on to study music at the University of Huddersfield, specialising in
performance and musicology. Adam graduated with a Bachelor of Mus (Hons) in music and trained to be
a teacher. He taught in Kuwait at a well-respected international school for several years before coming
back to the UK where he is now teacher of music at the Bedford Free School. His passion for teaching
music stems from a desire to show everyone the enjoyment that can be taken from music. Adam
received a very warm Bradwell welcome and it was on with the solos.
There were three sections, with the first being for beginners and learners who have only been playing an
instrument for a short while. As well as learning how to produce a sound, they are introduced to music
theory and shown how to maintain their instruments.
This evening each soloist was to introduce themselves to the audience and announce the piece of music
they had chosen to perform. We started with Lewis on baritone who played “Old Macdonald Had a
Farm”. We then had Sophia on tenor horn with “Ode To Joy”, Jess on cornet with “Merrily We Roll
Along”, Pedro on cornet with “Old Macdonald Had A Farm”, Elliott on tenor horn with “God Save The
Queen”, Megan on cornet with “Ode to Joy” and finally in this section Teresa also on cornet with “Ode To
Joy”. Special mention was made of Megan who only picked up a cornet for the first time five weeks
previously.
The second section was Intermediate and for those members who have progressed past the initial
learning stage and who are able to play and read music more fluently. Mabel on cornet was up first with
“Ode To Joy”. Samra on tenor horn then played “Eine Kleine Nactmusik”. Next up was Clare on Eb Bass
and with band accompaniment played “Nellie The Elephant”. Karen on tenor horn gave us “I Dreamed A
Dream” from Les Miserables, George on euphonium played “Star Wars”, Oscar on cornet with “Blowing
Cool”, Rudolf on cornet with “Once I Caught A Fish Alive”, James on euphonium with “Amazing Grace”
and the last in this group was Peter on tenor horn with “Downtown”.
The third and final group was Advanced and open to members of the Development Band who are also
regularly playing in the senior band. Evan on trombone kicked off this section with “The Turkey”, followed
by Toby on xylophone with “The Two Imps”. Tania on cornet performed “My Heart At Thy Sweet Voice”,
Ben on bass trombone “What Shall We Do With The Drunken Sailor” and the last soloist of the evening
was Adam Hird on cornet with “The Godfather”.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Each and every soloist received well deserved applause and would leave our adjudicator a difficult task in
deciding who the winners would be. The Band brought the playing side of the evening to an end with
“Highland Farewell”. As Mabel explained this starts off with the lower section of the Band imitating the
sound of the bagpipes before the rest of the band join in with a version of the well known Scottish song,
“Will Ye No Come Back Again”.
Having stood to acknowledge the applause the instruments were packed away and refreshments were
provided allowing Adam to conclude his comments and deliberations.
After a short break Brian Keech, Musical Director of the Bradwell Silver senior band, thanked everyone
for coming to support the learners in their efforts this evening and then invited our adjudicator Adam to
share some of his thoughts. Adam said how well everyone had performed and that it was encouraging to
see so many willing to perform a solo. Adam said that in his written comments he had mentioned what
he thought had gone well in each performance and also offered advice on what could be done to make it
even better the next time. So with the speeches out of the way it was time to announce the winners. The
winners were presented with a trophy and a smaller memento which will be theirs to keep permanently.
The Beginner’s Group trophy was won by Pedro
The Intermediate Trophy was won by Clare
The Advanced Group Trophy was won by Adam Hird.

The winners with their trophies – photo by Adam Chappell

Every soloist received a certificate, a commemorative medal and a copy of the adjudicator’s comments.
It had been a really enjoyable evening with a record number of 21 entries playing to a large and receptive
audience. We are sure that everyone who played will have benefitted from the experience and we look
to continue encouraging them as they make progress with their paying. The next important date for the
Development Band is Saturday 16th July when they will be performing at the New Bradwell school
carnival.
We were pleased to have Adam Chappell with us for the evening to be our official photographer. There
are many excellent photos to be viewed on the Band’s Facebook page and anyone who would like a high
res image should contact Steph.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Comment from Facebook:
“had a wonderful evening listening to the Soloists from the Bradwell Silver development band.
Star Wars, Godfather tune, God Save the Queen, ode to joy and my personal fav that made me cry I
dreamed a dream! Many many thank yous to all those at Bradwell Silver Band who teach, encourage,
support and arrange these events for the Dev band.”
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

Surprise Visitor to Development Band Rehearsal!

The Development Band had an unusual visitor at one of it’s recent rehearsals. This was in the form of a
figure made out of paper and coloured with crayons. The character is known as Flat Me and Karen Evans
who is a member of the Development Group was able to tell us a bit more about the character.
“Savannah is 9 years old and lives in Mount Vernon, Ohio and I know her mum. Savannah's class were
reading the story “Flat Stanley” by Jeff Brown. I was asked whether I would be able to help out by taking
the Flat Me on some adventures. Her teacher wrote the following letter: 'Surprise, Flat Me has come to
visit you! In class we read Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown. In this book Stanley gets flattened by a bulletin
board that falls on him while he is asleep. Since he is flat he is able to do all kinds of fun things. One of the
things he does is visit one of his friends that moved away. He gets there by travelling through the mail.
My class is mailing our Flat Me’s all across the United States. We will be plotting all the places we
travelled on a map and sharing our adventures with each other. I am hoping that you will take Flat Me on
some adventures with you around your town and then write back telling me about what you did. You can
also send back extras, like a picture or brochure from the adventure that you took with me. You will then
mail me back so that I can share your letter with my class.'
As a result Karen brought Flat Me to rehearsal and we took a picture of the character trying out the tenor
horn. After enjoying the visit to New Bradwell, Flat Me has now returned to the U.S.A.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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All Our Yesterdays
We are again grateful to our President Peter who found some interesting articles about the Band in the
archives of the Northampton Mercury. The following is a report on an event in June 1951. I think the
headline would conjure up a completely different image in the modern world. Also interesting to see the
Band involved in a bit of physical activity!
(We will include more of these interesting glimpses into the past in future editions of the Bugle.)

Northampton Mercury 22nd June 1951
BEVY OF “QUEENS” AT WOLVERTON FETE
Stony Stratford contributes a fitting climax to the excellent programme in the Wolverton urban district’s
Festival of Britain with a gala day on Saturday. In the morning, three processions formed in each of the
three wards, then marched around the towns, and terminated at the Square at Wolverton. Stony
Stratford stole the honours with first-rate procession, full of ingenious ideas, voted by many to be the
best seen for many years, and certainly the best post-war parade in the district. Wolverton Town Band
headed the procession from Stratford; New Bradwell Band were on their home territory and led the
Bradwell parade to the Square and the Balmoral Kiltie Lassies pipe band toured Wolverton with their
procession.
Finally, the small May Queen of New Bradwell, Christine Turvey, and her retinue, were led by the
Bradwell Band.
There was a tug-of-war contest and in the first pull, the Roughs beat Bradwell Band by two straight pulls.
The Royal Engineers tug-of-war team put paid to the R.A.F. hopes and also those of Wolverton Band, and
then met the Roughs in the final, defeating them by two pulls.
In a special challenge match Wolverton Band defeated Bradwell Band by two pulls to nil.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Ironbridge Gorge Brass Band Festival
There will be plenty of great brass band music on show at the famous Ironbridge Gorge Brass Band
Festival this July. One of the banding calendars most popular summer festivals will once again take place
at the world famous Ironbridge World Heritage site in Shropshire. Now in its 15th year, it has been
growing steadily and this year will feature a record 27 bands appearing over the weekend of the 9th and
10th of July. The registered charity organising the event is run entirely by volunteers who donate their
time free of charge. All the bands pay their own expenses and perform for nothing - and that means that
spectator entry for the event is absolutely free. Invaluable support from the Ironbridge Gorge Museum
Trust and local businesses like Southwater Events and Stagecraft means that the venue at The Museum of
Iron (one of the Trust's ten award-winning sites in the historic gorge) and staging for the event are highly
professional.
The reputation of the Festival has also spread far and wide with this year's event featuring a band from
Germany (the fifth country to be represented), while the Festivals' Young Composer Competition has
received an entry from New Zealand.
The Festival also holds popular youth workshops, whilst about a quarter of the 600 or so musicians
appearing at this years' event will be under the age of 25. So if you want a few surprises, pack a picnic,
make your way to Ironbridge on the 9th and 10th of July and grab 16 hours of fabulous live
entertainment without having to put your hands in your pockets.
Bradwell Silver Band will be appearing on the Sunday with a booked performance time of 16:05 to 16:40.
Band President Peter and his wife have been attending this event regularly over the past few years and
this year are celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary. As part of their celebrations they have very
generously sponsored the cost of the coach travel. There are likely to be some spare seats available and if
you would like to be considered for some of these please contact Robin as soon as possible. The coach
will be leaving New Bradwell in the morning and we hope to arrive in plenty of time to hear some of the
other bands performing as well as enjoying the atmosphere of a really well organised event.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Future Engagements
JUNE
Sunday 5th June

Big Lunch - Stony Stratford

TBC

Sunday 12th June

Milton Keynes Museum

TBC pm

Saturday 18th June

Milton Court Care Home, Kents Hill

2:00-3.30pm

JULY
Sunday 3rd July

Grove House Bandstand - Dunstable

3:00-4:45pm

Sunday 10th July

Ironbridge Brass Festival

ALL DAY

Saturday 16th July

New Bradwell School Carnival

TBC

Bradfest, Newport Road Rec. Ground

6:00-6:30pm

Patronal Service - St James Church

TBC am

Sunday 24th July

Monday 25th July to Monday 15th August – Summer Break

AUGUST
Saturday 20th August

Bancroft Brass In The Park

TBC pm

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 11th September

Senior Band Soloist Competition

10:30am

Saturday 17th September

Sam & James’s Wedding

TBC

OCTOBER
Saturday 1st October

Evening Concert, Cosgrove Church

TBC pm

Saturday 15th October

Autumn Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

DECEMBER
Saturday 10th December

Newport Pagnell Singers

TBC

Saturday 17th December

Christmas Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

Sunday 18th December

Christmas Concert - Stantonbury WMC

TBC pm

Playing members are asked to arrive at least 30 minutes before the start time shown for the performance.
If you are not going to be available for any of these engagements it is essential that you let Robin or Sam know as
soon as possible and also advise your section leader. We will arrange for deputy players so you must leave your music folder or make arrangements for it to be collected from you.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Allen

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:
Quartermaster

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk

Sarah-Jayne Edwards
Fraser Cousins

sj.cc23@gmail.com
fras@sky.com

Jemma Day

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

Free to Good Home!
Breville CM9 Instant Cappuccino Maker – unused gift still in box

If you interested please let the editor know by 9 th June, in the event more than one person
asks we’ll put the names in a hat and draw out the lucky winner!

www.bradwellband.co.uk

