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Welcome to the July edition of the Band’s Monthly Newsletter.
June was a busy month for the Band with four engagements.
This month there will only be two public performances as we
enter the summer holiday period. Reports and details on most
of these can be read further on in this edition.
Following my e-Mail last month regarding the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), not everyone responded to my
request for consent for the newsletter to be e-Mailed to them.
Consequently those who did not reply have not been sent this
latest issue. A copy of the Bugle is available to read on the
Band’s website.
I hope those of you going away have a nice relaxing holiday,
wouldn’t it be great if the recent spell of hot weather
continued!

Sarah-Jayne

Development Group
The Development Group have been practising the music that they will be performing at the New
Bradwell School Carnival. As is usual for this time of year many of the older members have been taking
examinations whilst some of the younger ones have been enjoying school trips and days out. With all
this going on we are pleased that we are still averaging around 25 players at each rehearsal. The
Carnival will be the last action for the Group before taking a summer break. The final rehearsal will be
on Thursday 12th July and sessions will recommence on Thursday August 16th. However members will
be encouraged to practise at home during this break as we will be providing them with new music plus
backing tracks that they can play along to and get an idea on how the pieces should go.
We are hoping to accept a new intake of learners in September but this depends on our having enough
tutors available. We have instruments available but really need some more of the senior band members
to give us a hand. If you are interested in giving up an extra hour of your time on Thursday evenings
please let Keith or Steph know. We keep on emphasising how important it is to bring through the new
players and we have recently been fortunate to promote another three of the youngsters into the
senior band. It takes time and patience to train them up but it feels so worthwhile when we see the
players step up to the challenge of being part of the main band.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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What’s On…? July
Where You Can See and Hear the Band in July
Saturday 14th July - New Bradwell School Carnival
The Band will be leading the walking procession which leaves the school at 12:00 noon
Development Band playing in School Grounds 12:45pm to 13:30pm
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sunday 29th July
St. James Church Patronal Service 10:00am
An ensemble from the Band will play before and after the service and accompany some of the hymns.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
Sunday 3rd June
Stony Stratford Big Lunch
The Big Lunch is apparently the UK’s biggest annual get together for neighbours. It’s a simple idea that for
a few glorious hours neighbours come together. It is reported that in 2017, 9.3 million people took to the
streets, gardens and neighbourhoods to join in for a few hours of community, friendship and fun. The
local event is organised by the Stony Stratford Town Council and promised “lots of food, drink and
activities for the whole family - Children's Activities, Story Telling, Treasure Hunt, Punch and Judy, Fish
and Chips, Asian Food, Hog Roast, Raffle, Coffee Van, New Bradwell Band, Strolling Musicians and a
flypast from an aircraft from the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.”
It was held in the Town’s Wolverton Road Recreation Ground. Up to the previous Thursday it had been in
danger of being cancelled as underground pipe work carried out earlier in the year and the heavy recent
rain had turned part of it the field into a muddy morass. Fortunately the organisers were able to convince
the pipeline contractors to lay some temporary rubber trackway over the offending patch just in time to
allow field to be used. It was another glorious hot and sunny day as the Band unloaded the trailer and
prepared for their performance. We set up on the grass which was rather long (the people who were
running the skittles had been home to fetch a petrol strimmer to prepare their pitch!) but fortunately
dry. With the Musical Director away at a family christening the Band was today conducted by Keith Jones
and after a brief announcement from the organisers declaring the event to be opened the first of our two
playing slots opened with “Starlight”. We then had the first of our three featured soloists with Tug playing
the cornet solo “Spanish Eyes”. This was followed by “The Young Amadeus” and then our second solo
spot featuring Steph on tenor horn with “From Both Sides Now.” The music continued with “Marry You”,
“Light As Air”, “Lollipop“, “Carillon” and to end our first session “Tritsch-Tratsch Polka”.
There followed a welcome break for some refreshments and the chance to find some shelter from the
glaring sun as the Punch and Judy Show took over the entertainment.
We reassembled
for our second session and as the organisers announced the first item was in recognition
of the 100th Anniversary of the RAF as we played “Royal Air Force March Past”. Out third soloist was Evan
on trombone with “The Acrobat” and we followed this with “Hinky Dinky” which gives soloists, sections
and eventually the whole Band the chance to stand to play for a few bars. This has proved to be a very
popular item at this year’s concerts. The horn section were then featured in “True Love Ways” and then
we rolled the years back with the next three tunes “Rock Around The Clock”, “The Ugly Duckling” and
“Teddy Bears Picnic”. We continued aith popular music from the more recent times with “Everybody
Needs Somebody”, “She’s The One”, “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” and finally “Y.M.C.A.”.
It had been a good performance on a very warm summer’s afternoon. When we first started playing
there were not too many people about but as the afternoon progressed more and more family groups
arrived to enjoy the weather and the entertainments on offer. The organisers thanked us and praised us
for the choice of music performed during the course of the afternoon.
There were debut performance with the senior band today for three youngsters from the Development
Group. We had Daniel and Oliver on the back row of the cornets and Jayden on baritone who all coped
magnificently with the long programme despite having only been to a few prior rehearsals. Well done to
these three young men and special thanks go to the parents of Daniel and Oliver who had cut short their
holiday in order to return for their playing debut today.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
Saturday 16th June
Whittlebury Church Concert
This evening the Band travelled to the village of Whittlebury which lies just over the Buckinghamshire
border into South Northamptonshire and is on the A413 road from Buckingham to Towcester.
Fortunately the predicted road works at the Old Stratford roundabout which had caused traffic chaos
over the past few weeks were not in evidence and the journey for most of us was more straightforward
than had been feared.
The concert was held in the beautiful Parish Church of St Mary which is sited on a prominent hill crest in
the north west part of the parish. The style of architecture indicates the church and lower part of the
tower were built around the year 1200. Car parking had been arranged in the adjacent field and access
into the Church was easy.
The size and layout inside meant we were not able to sit in our normal formation with the basses sat up
in the choir stalls and the percussionist tucked away near the altar. We set up and were sat down in
plenty of time for the start of the concert. Musical Director Brian Keech had selected a programme of
music from our current repertoire and we opened with “Starlight”. This was followed by Tug’s solo
”Spanish Eyes” and then “Guardian Of My Soul”. Next up was “Hinky Dinky” but as the space we were sat
in was tight we dispensed with the usual standing up which detracted a bit from the piece. Steph then
took centre stage to play the tenor horn solo ”From Both Sides Now”. The first half continued with
“Cavalcade of Marching Songs”, “Light As Air” and ended with “Tritsch-Tratsch Polka”
There was an Interval for refreshments and the chance to buy some raffle tickets. The second half
opened with “Royal Air Force March Past” and then principal euphonium Fraser Cousins with the solo
“With His First Breath”. After this we played the selection from “The Sound Of Music” which was followed
by our final soloist of the evening, Evan Lovell with the trombone solo “The Acrobat”.
We rolled back the years with a rendition of “Rock Around The Clock” followed by “Mr. Jums” and the
final item on the programme was “Streamline Peaks”. We were thanked by the organiser for a great
concert and our choice of music. As an encore we played “Lollipop”.
At the end of the concert we sat patiently while the Grand Draw took place with no fewer than 18 prizes
on offer before packing away and heading for home. It had been another good evening of music making
with all the soloists on good form. The organisers were apologetic that the audience wasn’t larger but
this did not affect the Band’s performance. We were extremely grateful for playing help from Karen and
Andrew from Woburn Sands Band and Sue and Tracy from MK Brass.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
Saturday 23rd June
Milton Keynes Museum
The Museum was holding their very popular Victorian Week-End with many characters dressed in
excellent costumes bringing the era to life. Street traders and urchins added a very authentic feel and the
Museum is to be congratulated on organising such a great event. Amongst the attractions on offer over
the week-end were the Palace of Curiosities, songs from the Music Hall and a military re-enactment
group formed by members of the Victorian Military Society.
It was a warm sunny day and we were playing in the courtyard. Musical Director Brian Keech led the Band
though the first of two half hour session opening with “Starlight”. Tug was the first of two featured
soloists today with “Spanish Eyes” and then there was a pause in proceedings as slightly earlier than had
been expected the troops assembled in the courtyard ready for the grand arrival of Queen Victoria and
her entourage. With the troops called to present arms we played the National Anthem. The Queen was
then invited to inspect the troops and we played “Light As Air” as background music. The soldiers
marched off and the Queen spoke to some of the crowd who had been enjoying the spectacle of history
being brought to life.
We continued the playing with “Hinky Dinky”, “Mr. Jums”, “Cavalcade of Martial Songs” and ended the
first half with “Rock Around The Clock” during which Queen Victoria walked past the Band with an
distinctly unamused look. There were several other surreal moments during our time there, a lady
resplendent in her Victorian costume was vaping and a soldier in period uniform was talking on his
mobile phone. And not forgetting the lady who had a collection of dog pooh which the poor people used
to collect and sell on to the tanning industry for use in the leather making process.
There was a break before our second session opened with “Royal Air Force March Past”. The horn section
were featured in “True Love Ways” and then Evan played the trombone solo “The Acrobat”. The playing
continued with “The Ugly Duckling”, “Teddy bears Picnic”, “Everybody Needs Somebody” and ended with
“Lollipop”.
It was a decent enough performance with two excellent soloists on a warm day and a good number of
people sat in the courtyard to hear at least some of the playing. We are grateful for playing help from
Nathaniel on the front row of the cornets.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Player News
Congratulations to Louise and Luke Colvin on the birth of their son, Robert William who was born at 1pm
on Friday 8th June, weighing 8lbs. He is just gorgeous! We look forward to meeting him soon.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------On the very same day, Jack Wilson was married to Emily.

Bradwell Band sends Emily and Jack their very best wishes for the future as they start their married life
together by moving into their new home. Hope to see you both soon.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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All Our Yesterdays
At our concert In Potterspury at the end of April, we mentioned that there were some items displayed by
a member of the old Potterspury Band who was present at the performance. This included a lovely old
trombone, a wooden collection box as well as a photograph and an informative handwritten article on
the exhibits. The photograph shown was from 1953 with the Band posing proudly in the second hand
uniforms they had just purchased from Bradwell Band!
The Potterspury Excelsior Prize Brass Band was formed in the late 19th century and
held their rehearsals in the Cock Inn club room which later became the dining
room. In 1904 they embarked on a horse drawn wagon to a contest in Dunstable and
won the first prize which was a cup presented by a gentleman of that town. The
contest was never held again so for many years the cup was on display behind the
bar in the Cock Inn. When the band folded in 1961 the cup was held with the
Church plate until the late 1990s when it was given to the John Hellins School
where it is now presented annually to their most talented music student.
On display is the collecting box used at concerts and collections from house-tohouse towards band funds. Also displayed is the tenor trombone played by Doug
Holloway from 1946 to 1961
This following photograph was not on display but it does show the Potterspury Excelsior Band leading the
1953 Coronation Parade in neighbouring Yardley Gobion. Doug Holloway is seen playing the trombone
that was on display to the right of the picture.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Dates For The Diary
A provisional list of Band engagements for the coming twelve months.
Other dates are likely to be added to this list.

Saturday 14th July

New Bradwell School Fete

Sunday 29th July

Patronal Service St James Church New Bradwell

**Band break 30th July to 12th August. First rehearsal in August will be on Tuesday 14th.**

Saturday 15th September

National Finals Cheltenham

Saturday 6th October

St James Autumn Concert,

Saturday 13th October

North Crawley Church (Evening Concert)

Saturday 10th November

Stantonbury Theatre (Evening concert)

Sunday 11th November

Remembrance Day

Saturday 17th November

Christ the Vine Coffee Hall ? (Evening Concert)

Saturday 8th December

Newport Pagnell Singers Christmas Concert

Saturday 15th December

St. James Christmas Concert

Sunday 16th December

Stantonbury Sports & Social Club Christmas Concert

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

-

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

md@bradwellband.co.uk

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.cc23@gmail.com

Webmaster:

Fraser Cousins

fras@sky.com

Quartermaster

Adam Chappell

-

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.
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