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A happy New Year to you all and welcome to the January edition of
the Band’s monthly newsletter. I trust you all had a good Christmas
and you are enjoying a break before things start to get back to
normal? As always, the Band were busy during December and inside
you can read reports on all of the engagements. It was a great effort
by the players and the Band were able to bring Christmas cheer to
many hundreds of people in the build up to the big day.
Thank you to everyone who entered the Bugle Christmas
competition. I opened it up to people via the Band’s Facebook page
and was delighted to receive a record number of entries for any
competition I have run before.
The winner was drawn by the Band’s President Peter Blake whilst the
Band were carolling in Stony Stratford.
Congratulations Morag Frier! You were the winner!
The next few months are a quiet time for the Band, so I would be
particularly happy to receive contributions for future editions of the
newsletter.

Sarah-Jayne

Dates For 2020


Senior Band practices re-commence - Tuesday 7th January



Development Group starts back - Thursday 9th January



London and Southern Counties Area Contest, Stevenage - Saturday 21st March

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Notes From The M.D.
Over a 32 day Christmas period the Band undertook 14 engagements and 1 contest. This takes a great
deal of dedication and commitment by every band member to achieve this and you receive all my
gratitude for this. I realise many of the Band also played at School events, church services and depped for
other bands increasing their workload even further. Over Christmas you have brought a great deal of joy
to many hundreds of people and this has been reflected by standing ovations, prolonged applause,
wonderful comments and very generous collections and for this you should feel very proud.
There are though individuals who also deserve a special mention:
To Keith, for attending every event, leading the band in my absence, and creating the wonderful
performance by the Development Band at St James
To Steph, for her work as Public Relations officer producing many concert programmes and posters as
well as all the online information
To Robin, for his planning of every engagement that allowed players to perform to their best and for
producing song sheets for engagements.
To Karen, her team of collectors and money counters. You do a fantastic job that allows the band to
function how it does for the rest of the year.
To everyone who helped load and unload the trailer including family members who are a massive help to
us.
I hope you have all had a wonderful Christmas and fantastic New Year and look forward to seeing you all
on Tuesday 7th when we plan for another exciting Year.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------PERCUSSION VACANCY
As you are aware we have been trying since September to fill the Percussion vacancy left by Toby going to
university. We have placed adverts all over social media and contacted potential players directly but with
no luck. With James also now leaving the Band we have a major problem. Steve is unable to give a 100%
commitment leaving us with no full time percussion player.
In the short-term we need to find another percussion player for the Area Contest but we do need 2
permanent players. If you know of anyone who can play percussion or wishes to learn to play please
invite them to a practice. If there is any brass player either within the band or playing elsewhere who
wishes to play percussion please tell me.
The Band needs your help in finding more players.

Brian
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
Wednesday 4th December
Concert with Two Mile Ash School Choir
Denbigh School
It was a cold and frosty night for Bradwell Silver Band’s first indoor Christmas Concert for 2019 which was
with Harmonize, the Choir from Two Mile Ash School. This annual collaboration of Band and Choir has
taken place for many years and saw us performing again at the Denbigh School which was first used last
year as Stantonbury Theatre was no longer available. Although not quite as big as Stantonbury there is
plenty of stage space for the Band to be seated behind the choir with the audience in tiered seating.
The evening began with the Band under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech accompanying the
choir in “Merry Christmas Everybody”. This ever popular festive song was first released by the British rock
Band Slade in 1973 and went on to be that year’s UK Christmas number one.
The choir which had an amazing 124 members on stage used backing tracks for all of their individual
items this evening and under their Musical Director Emily Marshall the first song they sang was “Sparkle
and Shine”. This is from Nativity! The Musical which was a stage musical written and directed by Debbie
Isitt and co-composed by Nicky Ager, based on Isitt's 2009 film of the same name (part of
the Nativity film series). The musical follows a Coventry based primary school, St Bernadette's, where
teacher Mr Maddens and his assistant, Mr Poppy mount a musical version of the nativity with the
students, promising it will be adapted into a Hollywood movie. Feel –good, funny and full of yuletide joy,
Nativity! The Musical features all of the favourite sing-a-long hits from the films including Sparkle and
Shine, Nazareth, One Night One Moment, She’s the Brightest Star and a whole host of new songs filled
with the spirit of Christmas. The chorus includes the words
Sparkle and shine. Planets gather round, Sparkle and shine, Let's all make a dazzling sound
Here's something you won't believe, It's the first time ever Christmas Eve, I've got my light within me and
it's coming out for you.
The Band’s first solo item was Leroy Anderson’s “Sleigh Ride”. The composer had the idea for the piece
during a heat wave in July 1946 and finished the work in February 1948. It was originally instrumental
with the lyrics in which someone asks another to join them for a ride in a sleigh, were written by Mitchell
Parish in 1950.
Although "Sleigh Ride" is often associated with Christmas and appears on numerous Christmas albums, its
lyrics mention no holiday. The song is noted for the sounds of a horse clip-clopping, and a whip used to
get the horse moving. In most performances, a percussionist provides these sounds on temple blocks and
a slapstick (or occasionally, drum rim shots), respectively. Toward the end of the piece, a trumpet
imitates the sound of a horse whinnying.
The choir sang “The Lights Will Lead Me Home” a captivating and lyrical song written by Lin Marsh, a
highly sought-after composer who specialises in vocal works for young people. Then accompanied by the
Band they continued with “Christmas Candle” with the words set to a short but lively Russian folk tune.
The Band played "I Wish It Could Be Christmas Everyday", a well known Christmas song recorded by
British glam rock Band Wizzard. It was first released in December 1973. Despite the song's strong, longlasting popularity, it reached no higher than number four on the UK Singles Chart being beaten to the
number one spot by "Merry Christmas Everybody" which had opened the concert this evening.
The choir sang the traditional “Sussex Carol” which is also known by its first line "On Christmas night all
Christians sing" and then with Band accompaniment the technically challenging “It Feels Like Christmas”.
This is a song that featured in the Muppet Christmas Carol, a 1992 film based on Charles Dickens's A
Christmas Carol. In the film it is sung by the Ghost of Christmas Present to Scrooge (played by Michael
Caine) and the words of the song give examples of the different sounds, smells, sensations, and emotions
which embody the joys of Christmas. The difficulty of this song is in number of key changes but these
were all dealt with very confidently.
www.bradwellband.co.uk

PAGE 4

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

J A NU A R Y 2 0 2 0

Engagement Reports
A traditional rendition of “Away In A Manger” provided some quieter contrast and to round off the first
half of the concert the Band played “Santa Claus- Trophobia”. This is medley of music arranged by Sandy
Smith that includes some of the song titles that feature the word Santa. The arrangement gives each
section of the Band the chance to play at least some of the melody line. It starts off with “Santa Claus Is
Coming To Town” followed by “Here Comes Santa Claus” which features the back row cornets. The horns
have their moments of glory with “I Saw Mummy Kissing Santa Claus”. Next to have a chance is the
euphonium with “Giving” the theme from Santa Claus The Movie. Following a snatch of Mozart’s horn
concerto, the bass section get a rare chance to play the tune with “When Santa Got Stuck Up The
Chimney” before the trombones lead to conclude the piece with “A Rootin’ Tootin Santa Claus”.
There followed an interval and then the second half opened with Band and Choir together with “When
Children Rule The World” which featured in the musical Whistle Down the Wind composed by Andrew
Lloyd Webber and based on the 1961 film, whose source novel was written by Mary Hayley Bell. The
song was sung by a group of children celebrating that "Jesus" has been re-born on Christmas Eve and that
if they all work together as a team to help him back to health then he will reward them. They decide to
take him some food and all the children in the village join them on the way. At the end of the show it
doesn't work out that way..."Jesus" turns out to be an escaped convict who was hiding in the hay barn
when they found him.
The choir then sang “Holly & Mistletoe”, a lovely song with the chorus starting off with the words
“Christmas time is the season to celebrate, Christmas time is a reason to sing”.
The Band and choir then joined forces with “All I Want For Christmas Is You”, a song by American singersongwriter Mariah Carey and released by Columbia Records in November, 1994. After a slow introduction
it develops into an up-tempo love song, incorporating pop music and traditional beats. Its lyrics describe
a woman's declaration that she does not care about Christmas presents or lights; all she desires for
Christmas is to spend time with her lover. Aah!
For the next item the Band played “Stop the Cavalry" with its easily recognisable bugle call opening. This
was originally a song written and performed by the English musician Jona Lewie that peaked at number
three in the UK Singles Chart in December 1980. The song was never intended as a Christmas hit but the
line 'Wish I was at home for Christmas' as well as the brass Band backing made it an appropriately styled
song to play around Christmas time. The song's promotional video was set in the trenches of the First
World War and the lyrics mention cavalry and Winston Churchill who served as the First Lord of the
Admiralty in the first year of the war prior to serving in the trenches himself.
The choir sang “Santa’s Coming For Us” a modern lively song written by Sia and Greg Kurstin, it was
released in October 2017 as the lead single from Sia's first Christmas album, Everyday Is Christmas. The
music video for this song was released November 2017 and starred Kristen Bell hosting a Christmas
party.
Then it was the audience’s turn to have a bit of exercise with the perennial favourite “Schneewaltzer”.
There was a brief encore to allow a chance for some of those who hadn’t joined in the first time to get
involved.
The Choir’s final solo item was “Shepherd’s Song” before combining again with the Band for the finale of
“Jingle Bells”, and “Rudolf The Red Nosed Reindeer”.
There were words of thanks from a one of the school’s teachers who said what an excellent experience it
is for the choir to have the opportunity perform with the Band. There were some presentations made to
the Band and to the choir’s Musical Director who in turned thanked her colleagues for all of the support
in rehearsals and organisation. We finished of course with “We Wish You A Merry Christmas” and the
concert drew to a close with the Band playing “Jingle Bells” as the choir left the stage (carrying their
chairs!).
This concert has been a particular favourite of mine over the years as it combines the festive sounds of a
brass Band and children’s voices. The choir’s choice of music was inspired and their enthusiasm shone
through in their performance.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
Sitting on stage with the Band this evening was seven year old Kenshiro, a pupil at Two Mile Ash School
and a member of the Band’s Development Group. He is not a member of the choir but wanted to take
part in the concert so he was invited to sit in on the cornet back row to play some of the music we used
tonight as well as playing the sleigh bells in other pieces that required them. Kenshiro did really well and
enjoyed the experience of being part of a great concert.
We received the following from Emily Marshall:
“It was brilliant to perform with you all again, and I think we’re going to have a lot of happy (if tired!)
children in school today! They’re a fantastic bunch, and I’m really proud of what we’ve achieved.
Hopefully we can keep the momentum going and just get better and better.
The Band were excellent last night, my family said their favourites were Santa-claustrophobia (my
husBand Dan), Stop the Cavalry (Jak, my eldest) and EVERYTHING (Dexter, the four year old).
Special mention for the wonderful Kenshiro – he’s just fab, he did a fantastic job.”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 7th December
St James Church Christmas Tree Festival
Christmas Tree Festivals are community events that bring people and local organisations together by
offering them the opportunity of decorating a Christmas tree. The trees are then displayed collectively,
for a limited time, to the public. Additional interest includes entertainment such as live music, Christmas
stalls and refreshments.
The majority of these events are organised by and take place in local churches and have between 12 – 40
trees, but a few of the larger more established Festivals can have several hundred. Regardless of
numbers, every Festival is unique and has its own charm so is well worth a visit, especially when the trees
are lit and it’s dark outside – it’s a sight you won’t forget. In recent years, the Festivals have become
increasingly popular as a way of bringing communities together and sharing the joy of Christmas and
having some fun.
This year the local festival was open to the public on Friday evening and all day Saturday. The Band were
to provide the first of a variety of musical entertainment on offer during the course of the day. With
limited space and a concert on the same day with the Newport Pagnell Singers, Musical Director Brian
Keech had chosen to take a group of 12 players for the one hour session, using music from the Christmas
pads and the new Carol books.
The first three items played were from the pads, “Merry Christmas Everybody” followed by “Rudolph The
Red Nosed Reindeer”, “Christmas Swingalong”. We then used the new carol books for “Jingle Bell Rock”,
“Last Christmas” , “Let It Snow” and for the first time in public “The Everlasting Light” which is a moving
arrangement of “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”. We returned to the pads for “Rocking Around The
Christmas Tree”, “Christmas Candle”, “Stop The Cavalry” before returning to the carol books for “Calypso
Carol”, “Come and Join The Celebration”, Ding Dong Merrily On High” and then another item being sight
read and played for first time
“Huron Carol” which is a Canadian Christmas hymn. The Huron are an Iroquoian-speaking people made
up of a number of Bands, whose ancestral lands were in southern Ontario, Canada. They later moved to
Michigan, Ohio, Kansas, and Oklahoma.
Back to the pads for “All I Want For Christmas Is You”, “It Feels Like Christmas”, “Schneewalzer” and a s
the last item of our session “We Wish You A Merry Christmas”.
It had been an excellent session of music making with some great playing from the well balanced
ensemble of members selected to play this morning.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
Saturday 7th December
Christmas Concert with the Newport Pagnell Singers
Bradwell Silver Band were delighted to accept the invitation to return to the historic Parish Church of St.
Peter and St. Paul as guest performers at the Newport Pagnell Singers 2019 Christmas Concert.
After words of welcome from the Choir’s treasurer, the evening began with a Fanfare leading into the
opening congregational Carol “O Come All Ye Faithful”. The choir under the leadership of their Musical
Director Roger Windmill and accompanied by Wayne Chan then presented three items, “Ding dong
merrily on high”, “Myn Lyking” an English carol of the 15th century which describes a song sung by
the Virgin Mary to the infant Christ., and “Here we come a wassailing”
The next item on the programme saw the audience and choir combine for “ O Little Town of Bethlehem “
followed by the Band’s first featured items with “Sleigh Ride” by Leroy Anderson and “It Feels like
Christmas”. The audience were invited to join in with the Choir and Band for the traditional carol “It
Came Upon The Midnight Clear”
The choir’s next set started with “Good King Wenceslas” followed by "Infant Holy, Infant lowly". This is a
traditional Polish Christmas carol with the song was translated into English by Edith Reed in 1920. She
had come across the carol in the hymnal Spiewniczek Piesni Koscieline. The song's rhythm resembles that
of the mazurka, a Polish folk dance popularised by Chopin with short, rhymed phrases leading to a
crescendo in each stanza's final lines: "Christ the babe is lord of all, Christ the babe was born for you!"
Next up was “ Torches” and then the lights around the Church were then turned out for a moving
rendition of “Away in a Manger” with the members of the choir using torches to read the words.
The lights were switched back on for the Band to play “I wish It Could be Christmas Everyday” and then
"The Christmas Song", sometimes known as “Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire" or, as it was originally
subtitled, "Merry Christmas to You". This classic Christmas song was written in 1945 by Robert
Wells and Mel Tormé.
And according to Tormé, the song was written during a blistering hot summer. In an effort to "stay cool
by thinking cool", the most-performed Christmas song was born. "I saw a spiral pad on his piano with four
lines written in pencil", Tormé recalled. "They started, 'Chestnuts roasting..., Jack Frost
nipping..., Yuletide carols..., Folks dressed up like Eskimos.' Bob didn't think he was writing a song lyric.
He said he thought if he could immerse himself in winter he could cool off. Forty minutes later the song
was written.
For the last item of the first half the audience and choir joined in with the swaying and singing of the ever
popular “Schneewalzer”.
During the interval refreshments were available and prior to the second half starting the results of the
raffle were announced. The opening item on resumption was the audience and choir singing “Once in
Royal David’s City”.
The Band then played “Santa Claus-Trophobia” followed by “Stop the Cavalry”. The next carol sung was
“While shepherds “Watched Their Flocks By Night” before the choir took centre stage again for “Sans Day
Carol”. Also known as "St. Day Carol", this one of the many Cornish Christmas carols written in the 19th
century. The opening line "Now the holly bears a berry", is similar to that used in "The Holly and the Ivy".
For the choir’s next song, the “12 Days of Christmas”, Roger Windmill looked for twelve volunteers to
help with the presentation. He had hope there would have been more young people in the audience but
he soon made up the numbers required by recruiting a cross section of those present, including young
Daniel from the Band and our President Peter Blake. The chosen dozen had the task of holding a placard
depicting the numbers 1 to 12, initially with their backs to the audience but turning to display the
relevant number as the song progressed.
Roger Windmill then joined accompanist Wayne Chan to play the duet “Fantasy on Sleigh Ride", Leroy
Anderson’s holiday favourite. This setting for advanced piano duet gives it a fresh twist.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
It begins with Anderson's jingling melody and some musical banter between the two players, and then it
launches into a series of variations which take the listeners on a journey through a variety of styles from
gently swirling, impressionistic arpeggios to a triumphant coda with brilliant, virtuosic passagework. It
also included the wearing of Christmas hats which added to the audiences enjoyment.
Councillor Richard Pearson on behalf of the Newport Pagnell Town Council thanked the choir and Band
for a wonderful evening of festive music making. He said that Newport Pagnell has a great reputation for
putting on events such as this which is reflected in the support received from the community. Mr.
Pearson put in a plug for anyone interested in joining the choir to attend rehearsals when they resume in
the New Year and urged members of the audience to make a donation on their way out for the worthy
cause of Willen Hospice.
A Fanfare then led to the singing of the final carol “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” and the evening ended
with the Band playing “We wish You A Merry Christmas”.
Message received from Roger Windmill:
The event is always well received - the full capacity audience speaks for itself. It’s a real beginning of
Christmas atmosphere for the local community - something that is close to the hearts of both of us.
It is always a pleasure to work with you and I look forward to our continued successful partnership.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sunday 8th December
Carol Service
Church of The Holy Cross
This afternoon an ensemble of fourteen players under the baton of Musical Director Brian Keech took
part in a lively Carol Service at the Church of the Holy Cross on Two Mile Ash. This is a modern building in
the heart of the local community and used by many local groups during the week in addition to the
regular church services. The service was to follow the traditional style with carols alternating with
readings from the Bible as well as individual items from the Band. After a welcome to everybody and an
opening prayer by the lead minister, the Reverend Adedayo Adebiyi, the first Carol was “Once In Royal
David’s City”, the words for all the carols were displayed on a big screen.
The first reading was on Come Immanuel after which the Band had their first featured spot with “Rocking
around the Christmas Tree”. The next carol was “O little Town of Bethlehem “ followed by a reading
foretelling the ruler to be born in Bethlehem.
We then had the “Calypso Carol” which was sung with great enthusiasm. The next reading was the birth
of Jesus foretold after which the Band moved from their seated positions to allow the children in the
congregation to present a delightful trio of Christmas songs. These were “Ding Dong Merrily On High”,
“Happy Birthday Jesus” and “Starry Night”.
After another reading the carol “Joy To The World” was sung. The Band then played “Last Christmas” and
“Let It Snow” .The next lesson was from the book of Matthew in which Joseph accepts Jesus as his son.
“While Shepherds watched their flocks by night” was the next carol followed by a reading telling of the
birth of Jesus.
“It came upon a midnight clear” led to the Band’s last individual contribution “All I want for Christmas is
You”.
There were thanks to the Band for being part of their Carol service and the Vicar said he would love to
learn to play a brass instrument. His preference would be to the bass as it looked to be the easiest
instrument to play. The final carol introduced was “O come all ye Faithful”. After a final prayer and
blessing we played “We wish you a Merry Christmas” to end a really enjoyable service.
The Band is busy with a wide variety of engagements during the Christmas season but this one was
particularly special as we were made to feel very welcome by the minister and his congregation. This was
a totally different type of audience from the ones we are accustomed to and it is great for the Band to
have the opportunity of being part of their preparations for Christmas.
As we packed away afterwards they were already planning on asking the Band to come back again next
year.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Saturday 14th December
Christmas Concert
St. James Church, New Bradwell
Tonight we were in the familiar surroundings of the Parish Church for our annual Christmas Concert. The
church has seen further refurbishment this year with new individual seating replacing the old wooden
pews. Whilst the seats are very comfortable it does mean there is less capacity for an audience at our
concerts. We rely heavily on ticket sales to keep the Band finances healthy and recent concerts had seen
a drop in money raised from ticket sales. Due to the new seating arrangements, the committee decided
to allocate reserved seating at the sides of the church for the players of the Development Group. On
arrival they were directed as to where they should sit and store their instruments ahead of their
performance.
People arrived early for the concert and the Church was almost full as under the leadership of Musical
Director Brian Keech the concert began with “SLEIGH RIDE”. The second item was “IN THE BLUE
MIDWINTER”, John Lee’s clever setting of Holst’s “In The Bleak Mid-Winter” arranged as a blues feature.
This allows the band a change from the traditional styles of music heard at Christmas and features a blues
solo from the principal cornet. Then followed two songs popular at Christmas but claiming to be a protest
against commercialism, “STOP THE CAVALRY” and “I BELIEVE IN FATHER CHRISTMAS”.
The audience were invited to join in with the singing of four carols, “THE HOLLY AND THE IVY”, “SILENT
NIGHT”, “GOD REST YOU MERRY, GENTLEMEN”, “O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL”.
The Band carried on the concert with “I WISH IT COULD BE CHRISTMAS EVERYDAY”, “THE CHRISTMAS
SONG” and the last item of the first half “SANTA CLAUS-TROPHOBIA”.
After the interval the Development Band led by their Musical Director Keith Jones presented an enjoyable
set of music. Elisha was the group’s announcer for this evening and she explained that as Christmas is
celebrated all around the world the programme this evening would be featuring music from different
countries. This began with an “Issay Issay” an Ethiopian Christmas Song which has become a popular
choice at this time of the year with choral groups.
The second item featured the group’s trombone section of Elisha, Evan, Neil, Daniel and Louis who stood
at the front of the group to perform “The Bold Gendarmes”. For the next piece of music we were taken
to Bohemia, a medieval kingdom in Central Europe that is now the Czech Republic. “The Zither Carol” is a
traditional Czech folk song which Malcolm Sargent set lyrics in English.
At this time of year we are used to singing carols to their traditional tunes. However to do something
different tonight the audience were invited to sing the verses of four well known carols to the tune of
“The Happy Wanderer”. The words had been published inside the programme and the group set an
example by standing to sing the first verse with audience.
We returned to Medieval Europe for “Gaudete” one of the oldest known Carols which dates back to the
15th century .As with all sacred tunes at the time, the words were written in Latin and the title of the
Carol translates as “Rejoice”.
For the final item on the programme the musical journey took us all over the place. “Merry Christmas
Calypso” includes two well known English Christmas songs, “We Wish You A Merry Christmas” - which is a
West Country song - and “Ding Dong Merrily On High” which was set to a French secular dance tune. To
make it even more interesting these two songs have been arranged in the style of a Calypso which is a
form of music that originated in the Caribbean.
The Development Group and senior band then swapped over as Brian announced the results of the raffle
draw.
The senior band resumed the concert with “ROCKING AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE”, “MISTLETOE AND
WINE” and “FAIRYTALE OF NEW YORK”.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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The audience were invited to join in with the singing of thee more carols with “O LITTLE TOWN OF
BETHLEHEM”, “WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED” and “ SEE AMID THE WINTER’S SNOW“.
The concert continued with “IT FEELS LIKE CHRISTMAS”, “SCHNEEWALZER” and the last item on the
programme “CHRISTMAS SWINGALONG”.
After words of thanks on behalf of the Church from the Reverend Nicola Martyn-Beck we finished off the
evening with “ RUDOLPH, THE RED NOSED REINDEER” followed by “WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS”.
Karen the Band’s treasurer was delighted to announce the following day that over £1000.00 had been
raised with tickets sales and the raffle. The proceeds are being divided equally between the Band and the
Church.
Karen went on to say how everyone had been generous with the donation of raffle prizes there were 14
prizes in total.
Our President’s wife Sue also was selling some of her wonderfully festive head dresses. On Christmas Eve
Sue presented our Treasurer with a donation of over £200.00 raised through the sale of these marvellous
creations which will be used by the Development Group. We say a big thank you to Sue.
We would like to thank all of the front of house team, Anne, Cara, Chey, Peter and our wonderfully
talented Sue for her stall which displayed some amazing festive headdresses. We believe that this was
the largest audience we have ever had at a Christmas Concert.
Photos from this concert can be found on the Band’s Facebook page, courtesy of Ron Chappell.

Keith Jones conducts the Development Group in their performance. With 38 players on stage, this was the largest
we have ever had playing in public.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Sunday 15th December
Christmas Carols and Feast
Milton Keynes Tabernacle
This afternoon saw a group of 13 players taking part in a Carol Concert at a venue most had performed at
in the past but is now under new ownership. New Bradwell Methodist Chapel in Thompson Street was
opened in 1865 and was in use for well over a hundred and forty years for their services and other
community events such as the Women’s Institute Christmas Carol Festival and Remembrance Day
observance.
Sadly in recent years the numbers of people attending services declined and the decision was taken to
join in a partnership with St. James’s. The old chapel lay empty and unloved before being acquired by the
Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG) which has its origins in Nigeria. With many of their members
making new lives for themselves there are now over 850 parishes the UK and the RCCG has a presence in
198 countries of the world.
The Chapel building received a total renovation and although the outside remains very much as when it
was first built, the interior has been remodelled to include a large spacious area for their services as well
as an office and kitchen.
The Band were greeted on arrival by Bolanle Ojeh who serves as the Senior Pastor of Milton Keynes
Tabernacle and shown into the office where we were able to store our instrument cases. The service
began with a Call to Worship and an opening prayer. The Band was to provide accompaniment for all of
the Carols today, the first of which was “Once in royal David’s city”. Following the first Bible reading the
children of the congregation sang “Little Drummer Boy” with one young man dressed as the drummer
and beating a drum whilst marching on the spot for the whole of the song.
The Band were to have two featured items this afternoon, the first of which was “Merry Christmas
Everybody” followed by the singing of “We Three Kings of Orient Are”.
The young members of the congregation then presented a lively dance routine after which the Carol
“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” was sung. The Youth Group who were dressed in festive jumpers
performed the song “Mary Did You Know”. The next Carol was “Ding Dong Merrily” after which the Band
played “All I Want for Christmas is You”. Most of the congregation joined in with the singing of this having
quickly googled the words.
The singing of “Joy to The world” led to the second Bible reading and then a sermon, or as they refer to it
the exhortation. The final Carol was “ O Come all Ye Faithful” after which the children returned to sing
“The Twelve Days Of Christmas” with posters held up towards the congregation depicting the relevant
day.
Thanks were given to all who had attended and to the Band and the Closing Prayer was said by David
Ojeh who is the Executive Pastor. The last item was “We wish you a merry Christmas” which like all the
other Carols this afternoon was joyously sung with much enthusiasm.
The Band returned to the room allocated to us to find a huge spread of food and drinks had been laid out
for us to be part of the Feast that followed the service. We also received a goodie bag!
It was great for the Band to be part of the MK Tabernacle’s build up to Christmas and having the
opportunity of performing in front of a completely new audience, many of whom would have been
experiencing a brass band for the first time.
We received the following message:
“On behalf of Pastor Bolanle & David Ojeh, the leadership team and the entire members of Milton Keynes
Tabernacle, I wish to express our profound and sincere gratitude to you and the rest of your team for an
outstanding performance at our carol service. We are blessed and you have truly set us in the right mood
for Christmas. We look forward to having you perform again next year by His grace. “
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Tuesday 17th December
Bradville Street Carolling
On a day when there had been quite a bit of rain we were fortunate that it had stopped by the time we
met at the junction of Stanton Avenue and Bradwell Road for the first of our three scheduled street
carolling evenings. We had 17 players led by Keith and with six collectors we were again able to cover the
largest possible area of Bradville in the time available to us.
We began playing in Bradwell Road and made stops in Althorpe Crescent, Edwards Croft, Stanton
Avenue, Abbey Way and Bradvue Crescent and the whole length of Mercers Drive and still managed to
finish playing before the 9:00 p.m. deadline. Using the new Carol books we played thirty five different
tunes and there was some good playing. There were lots of people coming to their doors and looking out
of windows to listen as we made our way round.
Our collectors for this evening were Peter our president, Penny, Doug, Nicola, Morris (Gail’s husband) and
Chey.
We are extremely grateful to them for giving up their evening at such a busy time of the year to help raise
funds for the Band. The total collected was very slightly down on last year but still a wonderful effort.
Best moment of the evening was from Lucy’s daughter Chloe who walked around with us for the first part
of the carolling playing sleigh bells. Having watched Keith waving his arms around in front of the Band for
the first few Carols, Chloe asked him “Where’s the real conductor?”.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thursday 19th December
New Bradwell Street Carolling
The weather forecast for this evening suggested it might be very wet and we were monitoring the
situation very closely in case we needed to postpone. In the event the rain that fell earlier in the day
stopped and it was drier than expected and with a fairly mild temperature those playing members that
were available met at the school for the second of this year’s tour around the streets of New Bradwell.
We had eighteen players led by Keith and reverting to the old carol books in case it started to rain they
maintained a good standard and balanced sound all evening. We started our playing in Spencer Street
where we received our customary warm welcome.
We then moved on to School Street followed by stops in the High Street, North Street, Thompson Street
and Harwood Street. There was a bit of a trek to the eastern end of Newport Road opposite St. Peter’s
Way and we then worked our way back towards the school.
Once again we were delighted to be offered a full range of festive food and drinks where a huge number
of people had gathered for a party especially organised to hear the Band play in Newport Road. Our
thanks go to Paula for arranging this and for her generous hospitality. From there we moved along
outside the Labour Club where our playing of “O Christmas Tree” went down very well.
Apparently the members of the party inside were having a bit of a depressing meeting discussing last
week’s election results and our playing cheered them up considerably. Then we were in Wooton Court
before our final stop opposite the Milton Keynes Dance Centre. We made excellent progress to finish
slightly ahead of schedule and thank our magnificent team of collectors. We thank Jack Wilson for his
playing help and special mention to Karen Evans and Gail from the Development Group who gained more
valuable experience in their playing.
The total collected tonight saw an increase of over 20% on last year’s equivalent effort.
Best moment of the evening was watching young Daniel tuck into the mince pies. I know that they were
not full size but he still managed to put eight inside him.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Karen our treasurer sent the following message
“Thanks to everyone who played and our lovely collectors - Peter, Anne, Nicola, Doug and Morris without
who's help we wouldn’t be anywhere near as successful, and of course Keith for leading us.
It was lovely to meet up with our friends on Newport Road with their refreshments and festive cheer,
much appreciated. Hopefully the lady who made the generous donation at St James heard us play outside
her home too”.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Friday 20th December
White Hart, Sherington
This evening a group of 16 players led by Brian travelled to the village of Sherington just outside Newport
Pagnell.
We were playing at “Carols In The Hart” being held in the grounds of the White Hart public house. This
year a massive marquee had been erected especially for this and other events being held over the Festive
Season. It was heated and provided lighting but this was less than ideal for reading our music. There
were a number of stalls selling Christmas goods and raising money for local good causes. We were to play
Carols and Christmas music using the new books. There were lots of people present although not many
seemed to join in with any of the Carol singing. Nevertheless it was a good event for the Band to be
involved with and hopefully put the locals in the right frame of mind for the Christmas period.
“THANK YOU To everyone that supported our Carols At The Hart this evening we're definitely feeling
festive after hearing the amazing New Bradwell Silver Band”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 21st December
Stony Stratford High Street
The Band was today playing in the High Street of the historic town of Stony Stratford. As this was to be a
three hour session of playing Musical Director Brian Keech had split the Band into two groups based on
availability on this last Saturday before Christmas.
The playing started at 10:00 and created interest from the people who were out and about busily
shopping before the festivities commence. We played from the new carol books with a mixture of
traditional carols and songs associated with the Christmas period. One of the favourite pieces played was
“Merry Christmas Everyone” a festive song recorded by Shakin' Stevens. It was released on 25 November
1985 and was the Christmas number one for that year.
Every year since it has been included on many top-selling Christmas collections and receives frequent
airplay every Christmas. The opening lines are “Snow is falling, all around me, Children playing, Having
fun”. This new addition to the carol books is a fun foot tapping arrangement and has a great jazzy section
for the solo cornet, superbly played today by Jack who was helping us out again.
We had a request to play a favourite carol of the Salvation Army member who normally is in the High
Street on Saturdays.
The change of shift in some players took place and playing continued until 1:00 p.m. by which time there
were fewer shoppers about.
A big thank you goes to all our of collectors today, Peter (resplendent in Victorian dress as usual), Julian,
Chey, Nicola & Doug, Karen as well as Jemma and her amazing dancing dogs. The total collected was
amazing and almost 20% up on last year. We are grateful to the good people of Stony Stratford for their
generosity and support.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Sunday 22nd December
Stantonbury Sports and Social Club
Tonight for the Bradwell Silver Band’s final indoor concert of another eventful year we were in the Side
Club in New Bradwell. This is the longest established engagement for the Bradwell Silver Band and
although the modern day title is the Stantonbury Sports and Social Club those of us of a certain age will
probably always refer to it as the Side Club. It was one of two working men’s clubs that used to be in New
Bradwell, the other being the Progressive Club in Newport Road whose building is now the home of the
Milton Keynes Dance Centre.
The Club has recently completed refurbishment and there was a large audience of mainly family groups
gathered to hear the Band perform a suitably festive musical programme.
Under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech we used mostly the same music as played in St.
James. We started with “SLEIGH RIDE”, and followed it with "IN THE BLUE MIDWINTER”.
The audience were then invited to sing three carols, “CALYPSO CAROL”, “SILENT NIGHT” and “GOD REST
YOU MERRY GENTLEMEN”.
The Band continued with “STOP THE CAVALRY”, “I BELIEVE IN FATHER CHRISTMAS” and “ALL I WANT FOR
CHRISTMAS IS YOU” before the audience sang two more carols, “GOOD KING WENCESLAS” and “THE
FIRST NOWELL”.
The Band next played “I WISH IT COULD BE CHRISTMAS EVERYDAY” and “THE CHRISTMAS SONG” before
bringing the first half to an end with “SANTA CLAUS-TROPHOBIA”
After an interval the second half began with “ROCKING AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE” and then
“MISTLETOE AND WINE”.
Then it was time for the main man to put in an appearance and the arrival of Father Christmas to the
tune of “JINGLE BELLS” was greeted enthusiastically by the children in the audience. Father Christmas
handed out gifts to all those who wanted them and a long queue formed to receive them.
The Band played three more tunes from the new Carol books with “JINGLE BELL ROCK”, “LAST
CHRISTMAS”, “LET IT SNOW”.
There was still a queue of people waiting for a present from Santa as we played “FAIRYTALE OF NEW
YORK” and “IT FEELS LIKE CHRISTMAS”.
The final communal carol singing of the evening was “WE THREE KINGS” and “WHILE SHEPHERDS
WATCHED”. The next item was “SCHNEEWALZER” and the whole audience got involved with swaying
from side to side and leaping in the air at the appropriate point in the music. The final item on the
programme was “CHRISTMAS SWINGALONG” but of course the audience wanted an encore and we
played “RUDOLPH, THE RED NOSED-REINDEER” before ending the night with the traditional “WE WISH
YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS”.
It had been an enjoyable evening with some great audience participation. If this didn’t put all those
present in the right frame of mind for Christmas then nothing would.
We were pleased to have help on cornet this evening from Jack Wilson and Adam Chappell and we were
delighted to have Toby back to help in the percussion section. We also thank our wonderful Father
Christmas accompanied by his good wife who were adorned in the most traditional of seasonal outfits.
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Tuesday 24th December
New Bradwell Street Carolling
A group of sixteen players led by Brian met at the school for the traditional Christmas Eve tour around
the streets of New Bradwell. On a dry but cold evening we started in Bounty Street and weaved our way
along Queen Anne Street on to King Edward Street and then into St. Giles Street where the Band were to
be part of unusual event. A young man had chosen the Band’s annual visit along this street to propose to
his girlfriend. Fortunately for everyone concerned she said yes and the Band played “Congratulations”
before playing the young lady’s request for a favourite Carol. Our congratulations go to Scott and Sophie
on their engagement.
After this excitement we continued on to St. Mary Street, Newport Road, Wood Street, Caledonian Road
and Wallace Street. We had a good number of collectors and thus ensured swift progress. There were
many groups of people out in the streets to listen to the Band in the final countdown to Christmas Day
and it helped create a wonderful atmosphere.
Many thanks to our splendid collectors, Peter, Morris, Nicola, Doug and Beth..
We were grateful to Adam Chappell, Adam Keech and Nathaniel for their playing support this evening. It
was another fantastic carolling collection and we were received with much enthusiasm by all the locals
which always makes our effort worthwhile.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------th

Wednesday 25 December
Christmas Day Street Carolling

On a cold but dry Christmas morning, the Band meet at the Clock Tower to continue the oldest tradition
of playing carols around the streets of New Bradwell which started in 1901.
We had a group of 21 players led by Brian to start off at 6:00 a.m. at the junction of Caledonian Road and
Wallace Street with “Joy To The World” and “Christians Awake”. We had lots of people looking out of
windows and standing in their doorways to wish us a Merry Christmas. We also had a number of listeners
on foot who followed us as we made our away around Wood Street, Queen Anne Street, St. Mary Street,
St. Giles Street, King Edward Street, Bounty Street, School Street, High Street, North Street, Thompson
Street and Harwood Street.
We went over the hill to play in Chipperfield Close where Fraser’s Dad came out with a tray of drinks to
help us on our way. Next stop was in Melbourne Terrace just past the old railway station. We continued
along Bradwell Road, Stanton Avenue, Althorpe Crescent and ended up in Bradvue Crescent for our final
stop where there were further drinks and food ready for us from a generous local resident who always
looks forward to the Band playing outside his house.
All that was left for the Banding year was the long walk down the hill to where we had left the cars; I
suppose we’ll get in right one year!
We were joined today by guest players Adam Chappell, Adam Keech, Tim Sell and Joe Hillyer. A special
mention has to be made of a couple of the Development Group members who were out playing with us
this morning. Neil is Vicar of St. Lawrence Church in Bradwell. Having conducted a Midnight Mass Neil
joined the Band to play around the streets before heading off to prepare for the 10:00 a.m. service. I am
sure that this is the first time in the Band’s history that we have had a Vicar playing with us on Christmas
morning.
We also had Gail who has lived in New Bradwell for many years and immensely enjoyed fulfilling her long
held ambition of playing with in the Band as it made its way down her street.
There are a number of video clips and photographs of the Band playing around the streets on the
Facebook page of “I Grew Up In New/Old Bradwell”. We should again be proud to be able to play our part
in helping to maintain this long standing tradition which is so greatly appreciated not only by the local
residents but also via the internet by those who have moved away.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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There were many lovely comments with most of them recalling the happiness of hearing the Band playing
on Christmas morning.
“The Christmas band videos evoke very happy memories of my childhood and Bradwell prior to Milton
Keynes. To one and all thank you and have a very happy Bradwell Christmas”.
“We still have to find a video of them on Christmas morning before we are allowed to open pressies”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Contacts

Chairperson:

Steph Chappell

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards
Fraser Cousins

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.bsb.bugle@gmail.com
-

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.
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