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A Happy New Year to you all! I hope you had a good Christmas and
with it the chance to spend some quality time with the family after
the usual hectic build up. As you will see from the following
reports, the Band has been very busy during the month of
December bringing pleasure wherever they have performed. The
last two concerts were played to capacity audiences and the
generosity of the good people of New Bradwell has been amazing.
There was such a great feeling of community around the streets
and the Band members should be proud of their efforts in keeping
these traditions going.
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So after all this activity, 2016 will start at a more sedate pace for
Bradwell Silver Band as rehearsals recommence with the next
playing engagement being the Area Contest at Stevenage in March.
As always, I extend an invitation to you all to contribute towards
the next and subsequent editions of the newsletter. With no
engagements to report on we will need something to fill the pages
up!

Sarah-Jayne
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Notes From the M.D
I would like to thank every Band member for their efforts over the Christmas period. We performed 12
engagements all to an excellent standard and brought a great deal of pleasure to many hundreds of
people. If I listed down all the nice comments here we would need another newsletter! At every concert
we had a full band and where the engagement required a smaller group, or due to circumstances we had
a smaller group the strength in depth of the band was obvious as every player took on new roles with no
problem. Can I say a personal thank you to Keith who led the band when my leg injury stopped me being
there. Also for the wonderful arrangements and production of pieces that the Development band played
so well at the Stantonbury Christmas fair and the St James Concert.
A big thank you to Dave Wilson, not just for his help over Christmas but for the whole of 2015. We all
know what a fantastic player he is but sometimes don’t notice all the other things he does, i.e. helping
our youngsters, making sure band kit is sorted etc.
As you will see elsewhere in the newsletter, we have raised record sums this Christmas. To everyone who
helped collect either at Kingston or street Carolling we can’t thank you enough. As well as the Band plays
it means nothing without your help and support.
A massive thank you to Karen who has counted, re-checked and banked all the proceeds over the
Christmas period. Karen, being Karen is super efficient and on many occasions published how much we
had collected on the day of an engagement.
A big thank you to Steph who publicised all our events, producing posters, programmes, song sheets for
all our concerts. It is no surprise we had record crowds at our concerts.
Finally all our thanks go to Robin, James and Sam who always made sure the band kit was available for
every event and on must occasions being first to an engagement and last to leave.
In my opinion this has been one of the finest Christmases we have had in the long period I’ve been with
the Band. Both on stage and off the Band has demonstrated a high level of professionalism for which I
thank you all.
Christmas Tree Festival
The band would like to say a big Thank You to Edwina and Keith who again produced the Band’s
Christmas Tree at the St James Christmas Tree Festival. So many people over the weekend commented
how wonderful it looked and it was lovely to see it still on show at the WI concert.

Brian
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones
Sunday 29th November
Milton Keynes Open Contest
Stantonbury Theatre
For many brass bands in the London and Midlands areas, the Milton Keynes Entertainment contest was
the start to their banding year. From 1975 until 2001 it gave the bands something to work for in the New
Year, getting the players back into shape and motivated after the Christmas break and testing their form
before the important area contests. The demise of the contest was a sad day for all the bands who had
supported it and also for the hardworking organising committee made up of players and supporters from
the local bands including our own.
The contest in its new format was revived in 2014 by well known conductor Jeremy Wise as a not for
profit event. With no prize money on offer, the contest is designed to be for the benefit of the bands. The
declared aim is to offer the opportunity to perform in a festival atmosphere but without the rules and
regulations that govern normal contests. There are no registration rules to adhere to although bands are
expected to have a sense of fair play. , As Jeremy Wise says, “Bands can embrace the ethos of the day. It's
about competitive musical enjoyment - not narrow minded musical competition."
We were too late with our attempt to enter last year’s event but Musical Director Brian Keech was
determined that we would take part this time around. We played in Section Band B which was open to
bands in the 2nd 3rd and 4th sections and each band played their own-choice test piece hoping to impress
judges Paul Fensom and John Ward. A pre-draw had been held and as we were to play 5th out of the 9
bands entered this meant we had time for an early rehearsal in the school before driving the short
distance to the venue.
After a short wait, the dressing rooms allocated to us became available and we were able to prepare
ourselves. It did seem a bit strange to be at a contest and not have to go through the registration checks;
instead we went straight from the dressing room on to stage. When the adjudicators were ready the
compere announced our test piece which was not what appeared in the programme. Our choice was
“Divertimento For Brass” by Darrol Barry which has been used as the set piece for the 3 rd Section
Regional contest and there are three contrasting movements Festival, Romance and March. The
performance went well and at the end stunned the audience into silence. Not many of them were
familiar with the piece and didn’t know it had reached its conclusion! Most pieces played today were
longer in duration and seemed to end with a wall of sound with big chords and plenty of tam-tam
crashes, a bit like a musical full stop I suppose. Ours was a bit more sedate but the audience eventually
realised we had finished and there was some applause.
There was time after we had played to put instruments back into the cars and then go back into the
theatre to hear the remaining three bands to play. This included our friends from Olney who were the
winners at this event last year and on the previous weekend had been placed second in the Leicestershire
contest.
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Cont’d…)
At the conclusion of the playing the adjudicators made their deliberations and prior to the results being
announced John Ward was invited to remark on what they had heard. John said he had enjoyed all of the
performances and gave some constructive comments as to what bands could do to improve. Only the
first three bands are announced and we had to wait for the adjudicators’ remarks to be collected before
learning we had were placed 8th in a section in which we were one of only three 4th section bands. There
were three each from the second and third sections and Brian was delighted with our performance in a
highly competitive field.
Full Results
1. Towcester Studio (Neil Brownless)
2. Soham Comrades (Jayne Murrill)
3. Wantage B (Danny Dullforce)
4. Olney Brass (Guy Bennett)
5. Amersham Band (Paul Fisher)
6. Brighton and Hove (Matthew Hackett)
7. Regent Community Brass (Chris Bearman)
8. Bradwell Silver (Brian Keech)
9. Burbage Silver Band (Christopher Small)
The contest came at a busy time of the year for the Band but at least we didn’t have to travel too far. I
can only imagine what time Brighton and Hove Band had to set off that morning!

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Cont’d…)
Thursday 3rd December
Concert with the Two Mile Ash School
Stantonbury Theatre
This evening saw the Band performing in the Stantonbury Theatre for the second time this week. This
was the first of this year’s Christmas engagements and continued the collaboration between Bradwell
Silver Band and Harmonize who are the Two Mile Ash school Choir. This year there were not so many in
the choir but they still had approximately sixty members conducted by Sally Scriven. As a result of the
reduced numbers of children the theatre was not quite so full but there was a great atmosphere as the
choir entered the stage. As always, they were very smartly turned out and were a credit to their school
and its teachers.
After just one rehearsal with the choir, the Band was to provide musical accompaniment for a number of
the songs tonight as well as being featured with music from our festive repertoire. To set the tone for the
evening the Band and choir opened with “Merry Christmas Everybody”. The choir had backing tracks for
all of their individual items this evening the first of which was “Sparkle and Shine”.
The Band played “Ding Dong Christmas” followed by the choir with “Tell Me A Story, Shining Star”.
The Band and choir then performed “Christmas Candle”, a short but lively Russian carol which accelerates
for the final chorus. The Band played “Christmas Scene” and the choir responded with “Love Shone
Down”.
We gave our first public performance of “Carol of the Bells”, a new piece added to our pads for this year.
The opening was a bit hesitant but it eventually settled and the last item before the interval saw the Band
and choir combine for “All I Want For Christmas Is You”.
After the interval the second half opened with choir and Band performing “It Feels Like Christmas” which
is a song from the Muppet Christmas Carol. In complete contrast the next items was John Rutter’s
beautiful and reflective “Christmas Lullaby”. The Band raised the tempo with “I Wish It Could Be
Christmas Every Day” after which the choir sang the spiritual “Mary Had A Baby”. Then it was time the
choir and audience to get involved in a bit of physical activity by swaying to the “Schneewalzer” which
although not really a celebration of Christmas is always enjoyed by audiences.
The choir’s final solo item was “Let It Go” from Disney's 2013 animated feature film Frozen which was
performed with tremendous enthusiasm and even had some of the Band members quietly joining in. The
finale saw Band and choir combine for the old favourites “Jingle Bells”, “Rudolph The Red Nosed
Reindeer”, and of course “We Wish You A Merry Christmas”.
There followed some words of thanks from Miss Scriven for the choir and the Band and especially to her
colleagues who had assisted her in her first Christmas concert. Head Teacher Sarah Bennett also spoke to
say how much the children enjoyed the experience of performing in a theatre with the Band and hopes
that the tradition will continue for many years to come. The Band played “Jingle Bells” as the choir made
their exit and brought an enjoyable evening to a close.
In the car park afterwards two of our members were approached by a man who had a grandchild in the
choir. He was quite emotional as he said how great the concert had been and how much he had enjoyed
hearing the band.
From the TMA Website: “Harmonize performed amazingly well at our annual Christmas concert with the
brilliant Bradwell Silver band. They sang a variety of songs including Sparkle and Shine and All I want for
Christmas is you! They were also very respectful to the band and enjoyed joining in with the actions
for Schneewalzer. It was a very successful concert and it most definitely kick started our Christmas at
TMA!”
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Cont’d…)
Saturday 5th December
Christmas Tree Festival - St James Church
New Bradwell
This week-end saw the St. James Christmas Tree Festival with the Church displaying trees supplied and
dressed by many of the local organisations including one from the Band. As well as admiring the trees,
refreshments were available and a variety of local musicians had been invited to perform. As we are into
a busy period and there was not as much space available for us to perform, Musical Director Brian Keech
chose to take a smaller group of 17 players for a 45 minute programme of music from this year’s
repertoire plus some carols from the red books. We opened with “Merry Christmas Everybody” and
followed with Fraser playing the solo “Lonely This Christmas” in great style. We played some carols from
the book and other pieces played during the course of the afternoon were “Christmas Scene”, “Rudolf
The Red Nose Reindeer”, “All I Want For Christmas Is You” and “Ding Dong Christmas”. We ended with
“We Wish You A Merry Christmas”.
It had been a good and quite intensive playing effort with hardly any gaps between pieces. There were
plenty of people in the Church to look at the Christmas Trees and listen to the Band in an informal
fashion. There were lots of children there as well and they were busy on a treasure hunt to find
numbered stars which had been placed at different points in the Church. One youngster was fascinated
with the tombstone by the altar and wanted to know if it was true that God was buried underneath.
Bless.
———————————————————————————————————————————————Sunday 6th December
Carolling - Tesco Kingston
We were fortunate to secure permission from Tesco to play Christmas music at their Kingston store. With
two playing sessions each lasting two hours, the Band was divided into two groups. The first group played
from 11:00am to 1:00pm and the second group 2:00pm to 4:00pm There was plenty of time to play
carols from the red books as well as items from the pads. Playing with reduced numbers can sometimes
cause difficulty in achieving a balance but today both groups were able to produce an excellent sound
with some very good playing. Fraser and Karen both got to run through the solos in which they will be
featured at our upcoming concerts
There was a lot of interest shown in the Band’s playing by the shoppers who were busily stocking up for
the coming festivities. We even managed to sell a few CDs!
We are again indebted to Tug for helping us out in our second session having already played during the
morning with Olney at the annual Dickens of a Christmas event. Thanks and well done to Karen and
Fraser who played in both sessions. Thanks also to Morton, Orla’s brother, who helped us out with the
sleigh bells for a couple of pieces. Thanks to Nicola, James and Jess for collecting in the morning and
Rebecca, Morton and Robin for the afternoon session. The effort was well worthwhile and the collection
gave us a tremendous start to our outdoor carolling endeavours for this year.
Comments from Facebook: “The band sounded fabulous at Kingston this morning”
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Cont’d…)
Monday 7th December
Bradwell WI Carol Concert - St James Church
New Bradwell
For well over twenty years Bradwell Silver Band has taken part in the annual Carol Concert organised by
the Bradwell WI. The Church was almost full with WI members and friends from around the Milton
Keynes area, including Bradwell, New Manor (Wolverton), Two Mile Ash, Shenley’s & Loughton, Great
Linford and Central Milton Keynes.
After a short introduction and welcome, the evening started with the customary singing of the WI
Anthem “Jerusalem”. Under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech the programme followed the
usual pattern of a carol sung with Band accompaniment followed by a reading from a representative from
each of the branches present. These readings provided a balanced mixture of the humorous, the thought
provoking and the religious aspects of the season. Ten of the best known carols were played and sung
and the Band had a featured spot in each half. In the first we played “Ding Dong Christmas” and featured
our flugel horn player Karen in the solo. "Somewhere Only We Know". This was a originally song
performed and composed by the group Keane. Lily Allen released a cover version of the song and this was
selected as the soundtrack for the 2013 'The Bear and The Hare' Christmas television campaign run by
John Lewis
There was an interval with plenty of mince pies available and of course for the first time since the event
was held in St. James the audience did not have to brave the dark and journey to the community centre
to use the facilities.
In the second half the Band played “Carol Of The Bells” arranged by Paul Lovatt-Cooper. Paul is an
accomplished musician and one of the most sought after young composing talents of his generation. This
piece is based on a traditional Ukrainian Bell Carol. Throughout the piece you hear a four note ostinato,
which is a musical figure repeated persistently at the same pitch throughout a composition.
This was followed by the ever popular “Schneewaltzer” which had the audience and Band swaying in time
to the music.
After words of thanks to the readers and everyone for attending, we finished the evening off with “Jingle
Bells” and of course “We Wish You A Merry Christmas”. It had been a long blow with so many verses of
carols played but we had almost a full band so this helped. Brian was very pleased with the effort of the
Band for having completed our first four Christmas Engagements in a period of just five days. We owe a
big thank you to Robin, Sam & James who made sure the band kit was available for each job.
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Cont’d…)
Friday 11th December
Conniburrow Carols
This evening we were in Conniburrow to provide accompaniment for outdoor Carol singing. This is
organised by Big Local Conniburrow, a ground breaking local trust programme funded by the National
Lottery aiming to achieve lasting change in 150 small areas across England. Run by residents themselves,
the Carol Singing is one their most popular events and they encourage others to take part in the Lantern
making workshops in the weeks leading up to this. The evening started with Christmas Stalls Inside
Southwood School Hall and was followed by a colourful lantern parade up to Germander Park to light the
newly planted Christmas tree and sing Carols with the Bradwell Silver Band and the Community Choir.
We had a group of 15 players and the Band had been provided with a gazebo to provide some protection
from the elements on a damp but mild night with the players bringing along a wide array of torches so
that they could read the music. The Carols were introduced by the Reverend Andy Jowitt and John
Moffoot who is the leader of the community choir and came in quick succession. We provided
accompaniment for the singing of Once In Royal David’s City, Joy to the world, Silent Night, , While
shepherds watched, We Three Kings, Good King Wenceslas, Away In A Manger and O come, all ye
faithful. A countdown led to the switch on of the lights on the Christmas tree. It wasn’t one of the tallest
trees you will see but it was a symbol that the festive season has officially begun in Conniburrow. The
choir sang We Wish You A Merry Christmas and the band played Jingle Bells and Rudolf the Red Nosed
Reindeer as the evening came to a close.
We know we have great support from our own community so it was good to be part of an evening where
residents are doing their best to transform their area into a place where people choose to live and stay
for a long time.
Their vision is ‘to support residents in building a proud, empowered and cohesive community
where strong and positive relationships are developed regardless of background or circumstance - simply
to be Conniburrow and proud!’

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Cont’d…)
Saturday 12th December
Carols and Brass
Newport Pagnell
Tonight the Bradwell Silver Band were Guest Performers at the Newport Pagnell Singers 2015 Christmas
Concert. Held in St. Peter and St. Paul , the huge and magnificent Parish Church, the Singers Musical
Director Roger Windmill promised in his programme notes an evening embracing the atmosphere and
magic of the Christmas season with some old favourites as well as the less familiar. After words of
welcome the concert began with “Once In Royal David’s City”, the opening verse sung as is very much the
tradition as a solo by guest chorister Michael Chamberlain, the Band providing the accompaniment for
the other three verses.
The choir sung two contrasting items,” Saviour’s Day” and “Noel! Noel!” which was followed by the carol
“Good King Wenceslas”, in which the soloist Michael was joined by his younger sister Amy to sing the
Master and Page lines.
Musical Director Brian Keech introduced the Band’s first solo item which was “Ding Dong Christmas” and
then we played “Lonely This Christmas” which featured Fraser as our euphonium soloist. Fraser played
this with great style which impressed the audience and members of the choir.
We were then treated to a humorous monologue from Richard Duncombe that began:
‘Twas Christmas Day in the jailhouse, and as night slowly fell,
A prisoner sat and shivered in his lonely little cell.............”
Then there was another congregational carol, “O Little Town of Bethlehem” with the choir singing a verse
unaccompanied. The Band’s next item was “I Believe in Father Christmas”, a song by Greg Lake with lyrics
by Peter Sinfield. Although it is often categorised as a Christmas song, this was not Lake's intention, he
claims to have written the song in protest at the commercialisation of Christmas. The link
between verses comes from the "Troika" portion of Sergei Prokofiev's Lieutenant Kijé Suite
The audience were invited to join in with the choir in singing “The Holly and the Ivy”. The words are very
familiar but they sang it to an alternative tune written by John Gardner. The jolly melody can best be
summed up as being in the style of a Wild West musical. Some members of the Band joined in with
actions during the chorus, a good sign that we were enjoying the evening. The last carol of the first half
was “We Three Kings” followed by an interval when wine and mince pies were served.
After announcing the lucky numbers in the raffle, the second half opened with “Jingle Bells” and the two
individual items from the Band, “Christmas Scene” and “Carol of the Bells”. The choir sang “Christmas Is
Coming” and combined with the Band for John Rutter’s beautiful “Christmas Lullaby”. After just one
rehearsal with the choir earlier in the evening this went very well.
“Silent Night” was the next carol before Richard Duncombe narrated ‘Brother Heinrich's Christmas‘, a
fable set to music by John Rutter. The lyrics tell the story of Heinrich Suso a 14th
century Dominican abbot who was the choirmaster of his monastery.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Cont’d…)
According to legend, Brother Heinrich notated the carol “In dulci jubilo” after it had been sung to him by
a band of angels who came down to visit him when he was unhappy and in low spirits. He is unexpectedly
helped to finish the music by Sigismund, his donkey who contributed the only two notes he could sing. In
the original version a bassoon plays the special part of the donkey while an oboe solo is the theme of the
piece. Tonight we had flautist Christine Day who is also a member of the choir and our very own John Lee
on trombone playing the part of the donkey. This was an enchanting story and well presented.
The Band played “Schneewalzer” with the choir and audience joining in with not only the swaying but
also the singing of the chorus, the words thoughtfully being provided in the programme even if they were
in German!
In contrast to this boisterousness, the next carol was ”Away In A Manger”, led by the choir with the
opening voice being sung by the guests choristers. Their lovely voices blended to create a really special
atmosphere inside the Church. The last carol was “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”
The Mayor of Newport Pagnell Phil Winsor was invited to have some words and he was very
complimentary about the concert which he had so enjoyed. It was left for the Band to send everyone on
their way home with “We wish You A Merry Christmas”.
It is good for the Band to be involved in such a well attended concert. Our hosts the Choir were excellent
in their performance and the narrated items contributed in making this a thoroughly enjoyable evening.
The Choir’s Charity of the Year is the Friends of Willen Hospice who raise funds that help provide
specialist care for people whose illness no longer responds to curative treatment.

From Facebook: “Brilliant night tonight well done Newport Pagnell Singers and the accompanying brass
band.”
A thank you from the Friends of Willen who were running the Front of House:
“Please pass on our thanks to the choir and the New Bradwell Brass Band for a wonderful concert. The
bucket collection raised an amazing £333.62. A big thank you to Tim and the Mayor for encouraging
everyone to dig deep and they certainly did.”

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Cont’d…)
Tuesday 15th December
Street Carolling - Bradville
For the time of year it was a very mild night as we met near Haley’s Comet to begin our street carolling.
Earlier heavy rain had stopped and although there were a couple of brief showers we escaped the worst.
Once we got going the collectors made excellent progress to cover what ground we could in the time we
had available. Starting in Bradwell Road, we made stops in Althorpe Crescent, Edwards Croft, Stanton
Avenue, Abbey Way and Bradvue Crescent where we had to finish as it was nearly 9:00 p.m. We had 14
players and used a lot of the livelier carols and tunes from our books and only had to repeat a couple as a
result of receiving requests. Orla and Adam did brilliantly as our only front row cornets.
Our collectors for this evening were Lorenzo, Penny, Nicola who are the parents of some of our younger
players and Orla’s Grandma. We are extremely grateful to them for giving up their evening at a busy time
of year to help the Band raise funds.
———————————————————————————————————————————————Wednesday 23rd December
Street Carolling - New Bradwell
Originally scheduled for Tuesday 22nd when the weather forecast predicted a very wet evening on what
was already a blustery day. An early decision to postpone until the following evening proved spot on as it
rained incessantly at the time we had been due to go around the streets. Having to re-arrange at short
notice meant some members were unable to attend so we went with a smaller group than we probably
would have had. It was thankfully a dry evening and a not too cold and a super effort by the dozen
players that did turn up, musical and well balanced. We had 4 collectors, Peter, Carol (John's wife), Nicola
(Adam's Mum) and Andy (Ben's Dad) and covered High Street. School Street, Glyn Street, North Street,
Thompson Street, Harwood Street and most of Newport Road from St. James Street up to the eastern
end. Once again refreshments were waiting for us and there was a good crowd of people awaiting our
arrival. We are extremely grateful for this kind gesture and enjoyed sharing the anticipation of the
Christmas season with the people of New Bradwell.
———————————————————————————————————————————————Thursday 24th December
Street Carolling - New Bradwell
On a mild night with the odd brief shower of rain, the Band met for the Christmas Eve tour of the streets.
Starting in Bounty Street, we weaved in and out of Queen Anne Street, King Edward Street, St. James
Street, St. Mary Street, Newport Road, Wood Street, Caledonian Road and Wallace Street. We had a good
number of collectors and thus ensured swift progress. I have never seen so many people out in the
streets to listen to the Band in the final countdown to Christmas Day. It created a wonderful atmosphere
and it really makes what we do worthwhile.
It was great to have Jack and Dan with us this evening and many thanks to our collectors, Peter, Adam's
Mum & Dad, Samra (from Dev Band) with her friend and Dad and also Orla's Mum .

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Cont’d…)
Saturday 19th December
Christmas Concert - St. James Church
New Bradwell
In all the time I have played with the Band I cannot remember seeing the Church so full. Extra chairs had
to be found to accommodate all of those who had come to listen. Musical Director Brian Keech had
selected a programme of music from our Christmas repertoire which included old favourites as well as
some newer additions. In the first half the featured soloist was Karen with a wonderful performance of
“Somewhere Only We Know”. The audience joined in with the singing of some well loved carols.
After the interval, the Development Band started the second half of the concert with “Pastime With Good
Company”. They followed this with a march arrangement which contained a number of well known
carols and “Jingle Bell Boogie”. Keith introduced the next item by explaining that however lovely the
traditional carols are, when you have been playing in a Band as long as he has it is sometimes difficult to
play the likes of “While Shepherds Watched” for the umpteenth time with the same enthusiasm. As a
youngster they would regularly sing one hymn to the tune of another so for tonight he had a special
arrangement set to a favourite song of the 1950’s “The Happy Wanderer”. The Dev Band members sang
the first verse as an example of how it went and then with John conducting the community singing, the
audience joined in enthusiastically by singing the verses of four different Carols with the added chorus
that has the lyrics of “Val-deri, Val-dera”. The group concluded their slot with “Merry Christmas Calypso”
and stood at the end to receiver prolonged and well deserved applause.
After the results of the raffle were announce the senior band continued with the programme which
included Fraser with the euphonium solo “Lonely This Christmas” and the horn section of Keith, Louis and
Steph in “It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year”
The final piece on the programme was “Savoy Christmas Medley” which has long be a favourite at
Bradwell Band Christmas concerts although not used as frequently in recent years. The Savoy
Orpheans were a British dance band of the 1920s and resident at the famous Savoy Hotel in London,
between 1923 and 1927. The band was formed by Debroy Somers, an ex-army bandmaster and he
arranged music for his band to be played in the popular dance rhythms of the roaring twenties. This
selection of seasonal tunes was arranged as a foxtrot. After an opening of bell chimes we are treated to
“The First Nowell”, “Landlord Fill the Flowing Bowl”, “Little Brown Jug”, “God Rest ye Merry Gentlemen”,
“Good King Wenceslas” “Vicar of Bray”,”The Moon Shines Bright” a reprise of “The First Nowell” and
“Auld Lang Syne”. It also gives some of the Band members to join in with singing and as usual they did
this with gusto.
There were words of thanks on behalf of St. James from the new Methodist minister, the Reverend Nicola
Martyn-Beck. This was her first Christmas Concert and she said how good it was to see the Church so full
to enjoy such an entertaining evening. Having heard Brian’s comments that tickets for Side Club Concert
had been sold out, she added that there would be seats available at the Carol service being held in the
Church on the same evening!
Thanks to Tug and Luke Colvin for their playing help this evening, also to the hard working front of house
team.
There are some excellent photographs of the evening and some video clips taken by Ron Chappell which
can be viewed on the Band’s Facebook page.
From Facebook: “Really lovely to listen to again - Saturday evening's concert was brilliant as usual Thank
you Brian and all the band including the development band .”

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Cont’d…)
Sunday 20th December
Stantonbury Sports and Social Club
New Bradwell
Following on from last night in the Church, this concert was completely sold out and the audience had
been arriving from 6:00pm.to secure a seat. The programme was almost the same as the one played at
St. James with Karen as the soloist in the first half and Fraser in the second. The audience joined in with
the singing of some carols. After the interval there was an early arrival of Father Christmas, who with his
good lady distributed goodies to the young and not so young. Many people wanted their photographs
taken with him and his appearance is one of the highlights of the evening. We are fortunate to have one
of the best Santa’s around with his traditional costume so much better than the cheap suits you usually
encounter.
The audience were really enjoying the Band’s performance and the whole club was swaying from side to
side with “Schneewaltzer” (a video clip can be viewed on the club’s Facebook page).
We ended with the “Savoy Christmas Medley” and were thanked for our playing by a member of the
Club’s committee. The Band played “Rudolph” and “We Wish You A Merry Christmas” to finish off our
indoor playing for the year. We were again very pleased to have playing help from Tug and thank Jemma
for moving from her usual trombone position to play 1st Baritone. Thanks also to all those who helped
return the kit to the lock-up after the concert. After Robin had finished unloading the trailer earlier, the
barrel of the lock fell out as he locked it up which meant we were unable to use this to transport the
equipment back.
From Facebook: “Thank you Bradwell Silver Band, what a fabulous evening - Christmas has now arrived!”

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports - Keith Jones (Cont’d…)
Sunday 25th December
Christmas Day Carolling
Christmas morning saw the Band meet at the Clock Tower to continue the tradition started in 1901 of
playing carols around the streets of New Bradwell. Musical Director Brian Keech had 18 players to lead
through the traditional carols including “Christians Awake”. We had lots of people looking out of windows
and standing in their doorways to wish us a Merry Christmas. When we reached Bradville, Fraser’s Dad
came out with a tray of drinks to help us on our way. When we reached our final spot in Bradvue
Crescent there were further refreshments ready for us from a generous local resident who always looks
forward to the Band playing outside his house.
We were pleased that we were joined by former members Tug, Jack, Dan as well as Peter from the
Wolverton Town Band. All that was left for the Banding year was the long walk down the hill to where we
had left the cars. We’ll do it all again next year!
From Facebook:
“Merry Christmas to you all and thank you for all you do for our community especially at this time of
year... Christmas really wouldn't be Christmas without you.”
“One of the things we miss from when we lived in New Bradwell. And nothing said "It's CHRISTMAS!!" like
the band returning around 6AM on the 25th and playing under our bedroom window.”
“Just heard the Bradwell Silver Band for the first time and it was magical. The band plays carols around
the streets of New Bradwell on Christmas Eve and from 6am on Christmas Day. I have never felt more
festive. Thank you to the wonderful band for the great music!”

(Photo courtesy of Sam Allen)
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Development Band
The Development Band gave a highly enjoyable performance in the Christmas Concert in St. James to
round off an excellent year of progress. As well as weekly rehearsals they appeared in all three concerts
performed in the Church, undertook three engagements on their own and held a very successful solo
competition with a record number of entries. By way of a thank you for all this hard work, at the final
rehearsal of the year each youngster received a selection box and the older learners received a box of
chocolates.
The first rehearsal in the New Year will be Thursday 7th January starting at 7:00pm. when we will be
looking at new music.
Following the performance at the Stantonbury Leisure Centre Craft and Food Fair at the end of November
we received the following feedback:
E-Mail from the organisers: “Thank you to the Development Band for attending our event. It was a great
success and we raised £820 to be split between our two chosen charities.”
From Facebook: “It sounded lovely, the beginning of Christmas”

———————————————————————————————————————————————-

Awards for Young Musicians 2016 (UK)
(Thanks to Lucy for the following notification)
Awards for Young Musicians (AYM), which support the UK's most talented young musicians (aged 5 to 17)
who, because of financial need, may be prevented from fulfilling their creative potential, has announced
that it is seeking applications for its 2016 Awards Scheme. AYM supports young instrumentalists, who
make music in any genre, who can clearly show that they are really talented and committed and that they
need financial help with their music expenses. Each year AYM make awards of between £200 and £2000
(in total up to £100,000), based on evidence of musical talent and financial need. The Awards cover:







The purchase or hire of musical instruments and accessories
Music lessons
Weekend music schools
Music courses
Orchestra fees
Travel

The awards are open to 5 to 17 year olds that have achieved distinction in their last music exam, or, if
they haven't taken exams, show evidence of this level of ability; be recommended by their music teacher;
and have evidence of financial need. The deadline for applications is the 18th March 2016.
Read more at: http://www.a-y-m.org/how-we-help/awards/
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Misc...
Band Collections over Christmas 2015
(Details supplied by our Treasurer Karen)

Kingston Carols
Bradville Carols
New Bradwell Carols
New Bradwell Carols

6/12
15/12
23/12
24/12

11-1pm & 2-4pm
7-9pm
7-9pm
7-9pm

Extra Donations towards the Uniform fundraising:
St James’s Concert 19/12
Side Club Concert
20/12
Christmas Morning 25/12

£472.94
£345.79
£304.54
£645.97

£105
£310.92
£125

The community have been very sympathetic to our uniform predicament. The money collected at this
time of year usually goes towards the running costs of the Band. As we have done so well, it has been
decided that the extra money collected over and above what we would normally have expected will be
put towards our fundraising efforts for new uniforms.
———————————————————————————————————————————————This appeared in the Hazeley Academy Newsletter – well done Orla and Adam for the publicity!

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Allen

-

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:
Quartermaster

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

sj.cc23@gmail.com

Fraser Cousins

fras@sky.com

Jemma Day

-

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

Future Engagements

Sunday 20th March

Area Contest - Stevenage

Sunday 10th July

Ironbridge Gorge Brass Band Festival
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