The Bradwell Bugle
Newsletter of the Bradwell Silver Band

February 2016

From the Editor
Inside this issue:

Hi Everyone!

Editors Note

1

Development Band/School News

2

Postscript To Christmas Carolling

3

The ‘Other’ Bradwell Band
Contacts/Future Engagements

4-6
7

The first month of the New Year seems to have flown past and so
far we have been very fortunate with the weather, just that bit of
snow halfway through the month.
Despite there being no playing engagements until March, the
Band has been hard at work practising new music, as well as
looking at the Test Piece for the area contest.
Being part of the Band is not always about the playing side and
you will see details further down the page for a Social event
being organised for the 12th February.
Our belated thanks go to the library elves of Sam, Steph, Brian,
James, Robin, Julia and Alison who gave up their time at the
beginning of January to sort out the music pads.
As usual, I extend an invitation to you all to contribute towards
the next and subsequent editions of the newsletter. When there
are no engagements to report on we need something to fill the
pages!!!

Sarah-Jayne

Post-Christmas Night Out!
The committee have decided that it's time to get your glad rags on and have a good ol’ boogie.
They have arranged for a social night out for members, their partners and friends. This is being held at
Wilton Hall in Bletchley on Friday 12th February 2016 and is a Valentine’s special featuring a Michael
Bublé tribute act, buffet and disco. Marc Dillon is apparently one of the most charismatic performers on
the circuit and finished 8th on Pop idol 2, performing in front of 14 million viewers, “Marc oozes class and
his tribute to the ‘king of swing’ is spot on both vocally and performance wise. Having toured all over the
world, a night with Marc is one to remember.”
The price is £20 per person (must be over 18) and the dress code is smart casual. No sports shoes/
trainers or scruffy torn jeans. Smart jeans are acceptable. Fancy dress is acceptable if in-keeping with the
theme of the evening (all you budding Bublé’s amongst us!).
Time is running out so if you are interested please let Karen know as soon as possible....
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Development Band
The Development Band resumed their weekly rehearsals on the 7 th January and has been looking at new
music. With an average attendance of 25 plus the teachers, Thursday evenings have been both busy and
fun. The emphasis is still on playing together as a group rather than specific individual tuition but we
have been splitting the players into small groups, each led by an experienced member of the senior band
to run through their parts. They then all join together for the last part of the rehearsal for a run through
of the pieces being worked on.
There is a waiting list of people wishing to join the group and subject to there being instruments and
tutors available we are looking at a new intake towards the end of February. If there are any members of
the senior band willing to help with the group on a regular basis please let Keith know.
A date in May has been proposed for the annual Soloist Competition. Following last year’s highly
successful event, we hope to have an even larger entry this time round. We will confirm the date and
other arrangements once they have been confirmed.

School News
All building work has now been completed around the school and they are enjoying the extra space this
has provided. It also means that the staff can park in the staff car park which releases some spaces back
to parents in the new car park. Unfortunately the school has experienced some vandalism over the last
few months. The police have been informed and they have promised to be around the school a little
more often. The disturbance and shock lead to all the quails dying which has been particularly upsetting
although none of the other animals were affected. The school is looking into getting CCTV to help
monitor areas around the school and in the meantime ask that if parents and residents notice anything
that they inform the police.
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Postscript To Christmas Carolling
Our playing over the Christmas period received many compliments and we are grateful for the support
shown by our local community. We received the following e-Mail early in January and the sender has
given permission for it to be published in the newsletter.
“I recently returned to England after living in Zimbabwe for 50 years, and eventually found
accommodation in New Bradwell. I went to the Silver Band concert in St James by chance in September and simply loved it. I was particularly taken by the policy of the band in training and including young
players and preparing the next generation.
On Christmas Day I went up to the war memorial around 6am, and was thrilled to follow the band as it
went through the New Bradwell streets, with people opening their doors to stand on doorsteps, or open
the upstairs windows and lean out with shouts of "Merry Christmas" everywhere. I left the band at 8am
when I was near home and they were heading across the canal. It made it realise that New Bradwell, in
spite of being absorbed into Milton Keynes, is still very much a village where most people seem to know
each other. This is a wonderful tradition to have maintained for 115 years.
Thank you for an unusual and very different start to Christmas Day this year.
Maureen Stewart, MBE”
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The ‘Other’ Bradwell Band
Based on an article that originally appeared in the Bugle in 2001
This year marks one hundred and sixteen years of continuous existence for the Bradwell Silver Band, a
remarkable achievement for any organisation. It may be of interest for you know that there was already a
band in existence in New Bradwell at the time our own Band was being formed all those years ago.
The Salvation Army in New Bradwell (or Stantonbury as it was then more frequently referred to) was
opened in December 1893 and a visiting band travelled from Olney to provide musical accompaniment
for the hymn singing and celebrations. Shortly afterwards New Bradwell formed their own band and by
1910 this numbered around twenty players. One of them was Charlie Daniels of Harwood Street. He was
later to celebrate 50 years of service, for 40 of them he said he had visited 30 public houses every week
selling the Salvation Army’s own newspaper the “War Cry” and he had never had a drink!
The primary function of the band was to support the Sunday services by providing accompaniment for
congregational singing. The Salvation Army kept itself apart from the normal brass band world. They did
not enter contests or play music other than that which had been specifically written or arranged for
them. They did however support local events and took part in the Stantonbury National Pageant
procession organised as part of the local celebrations for the 1911 coronation. Until 1912, the Salvation
Army held their services on the top floor of a building known as the “Old Mill”, the ground floor of this
being a bake house and a flour mill. It was situated close to the site of the present New Life Church. In
1912 they moved to the Assembly Hall in Newport Road, also known as the Bowyer Hall after the local
Member of Parliament. This building is still in use today and occupied by Telfer’s.
As membership continued to increase it was clear that they needed a home of their own and a purpose
built hall was built in Newport Road. A stone laying ceremony took place in June 1915 and the total cost
of the land and the new building amounted to £708.75.
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The ‘Other’ Bradwell Band
When the new hall was opened, there were twelve people in the band. No doubt the membership was
affected by the First World War when so many of the young men from this area joined up to do their bit
for King and Country. The bandmaster at New Bradwell in 1915 was Len Healey who later became the
bandmaster at the Bletchley Salvation Army. Len was employed in the Wolverton Railway Works and in
later years was the brake shop foreman.

Later bandmasters included a Mr. Moseley and Horace Axtell whose own father had been in charge of
the band at Stony Stratford. One of the characters of the local Salvation Army around 1915 was a
Sergeant Eliot who was the Band’s drummer. He was known as “Penny on the drum”. The reason for this
was that apparently when collecting at their open-air services he would state how much money had been
collected and how much more they wanted to collect. Surprising as this may seem, this led those people
listening to throw more money to him which he collected on the drum which was laid on its side for this
purpose.
Sergeant Eliot used to sell pots, pans and tin ware from a horse and cart. When no trade was forthcoming
he used to preach from his cart and invite people to attend the Army’s services. Another member of the
band was once described as the biggest drunkard in New Bradwell and there was stiff competition for
this! Apparently when he was drunk he used to bite the heads off live rats. His conversion to Christianity
was seen as a great testimony to the saving power of God.
Once a month, the Bradwell Salvation Army Band visited Wolverton to conduct an open-air service. Their
appearance in the Square irrespective of the weather had become so frequent during the 1950s that a
local expression arose “as miserable as a wet Sunday afternoon with the Salvation Army band in
Wolverton Square!”.
Between the hall and the river Ouse, a wooden hall was built for use by the Sunday School (this burned
down in 1983). There was also an old railway carriage, which presumably was acquired through the
Wolverton Railway Works which housed the primary or infants Sunday School.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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The ‘Other’ Bradwell Band
As with other local Churches, membership sadly declined over the last couple of decades and the building
was in great need of renovation. The Salvation Army decided that the cost of these repairs could not be
justified for the small number of people still attending on a regular basis and closed down the New
Bradwell hall in the summer of 1984. The remaining members transferred to the then newly opened
Milton Keynes Central Corps in Conniburrow which today has a band numbering around seventeen.
The old building in New Bradwell was eventually sold and is now home to the Faith Tabernacle United
Pentecostal Church so at least it is still being used to hold religious meetings.
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Allen

-

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:
Quartermaster

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

sj.cc23@gmail.com

Fraser Cousins

fras@sky.com

Jemma Day

-

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

Future Engagements

Sunday 20th March

Area Contest - Stevenage

Sunday 10th July

Ironbridge Gorge Brass Band Festival
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