The Bradwell Bugle
Newsletter of the Bradwell Silver Band

December 2019

Inside this issue:

From the Editor

Editors Note

1

What’s On?....December

2

Christmas Fun!

3

Engagement Reports

4-7

Happy Memories of the
Methodist Chapel

8

All Our Yesterdays

9

New Christmas Carol Books

10

Festive Dates For The Diary

11

Contacts

12

Advertisement

Hi Everyone!
Welcome to the December edition of the Band’s monthly
newsletter. It hardly seems possible, but we are now in the
final month of the year and the next few weeks are going to
be a busy time for the Band, with concerts and other
Christmas related activities.
November was an eventful month and you can read reports
on the Band‘s activities inside this issue.
Thank you to Brian Keech for his contribution to this month’s
newsletter and as always, I very much welcome contributions
for future editions and it doesn’t even have to be Band
related!
Please allow me to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a
Happy and peaceful New Year.
Sarah-Jayne

13-14

A Tribute to Tony Jenkins
Bradwell Silver Band were very sorry to learn of the death of Tony Jenkins on November 1st
2019. Tony was a member of the band for over twenty years and held the position of
Principal Cornet until the late 1970s. After leaving the Band, Tony was always a big
supporter of the Band and regularly attended our local concerts. The Band always made a
point of playing Tony's favourite carol outside his house on Christmas morning. This was
“Sweet Chiming Christmas Bells” one of our livelier carols which in his time as a player
Tony had nicknamed “The Wanger”.
In a particularly moving moment, as requested by the family the Band’s present day
principal cornet Tug Wilson played the “Largo” from the New World Symphony during the
service held at Crownhill. The chapel was standing room only as so many of the people who
had known Tony came to pay their last respects. Our thoughts at this sad time are with
Dianne and her family.
The photograph on the “All Our Yesterdays” page shows Tony in his time as principal cornet
with the Band.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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What’s On?...December
Where to see and hear the Band this month...
Wednesday 4th December- 7:30pm
Christmas Concert with the Two Mile Ash School Choir at Denbigh School.
Tickets only available through the school!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Saturday 7th December - 7:30pm
Christmas Concert with The Newport Pagnell Singers at the Parish Church, Newport Pagnell.
Tickets: Adults £12, Concession £10, Child £5 (Available from Cambourne Travel, Newport Pagnell.
Wilson’s Olney. Pat - 07904 299484).
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Saturday 14th December - 7:30pm
Christmas Concert at St James Church, New Bradwell.
See poster on last page!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sunday 22nd December - 7:45pm
Christmas Concert at Stantonbury Sport and Social Club
Tickets now only available through the club!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In addition to these indoor concerts, the Band will also be playing around the streets of
New Bradwell, Bradville and in Stony Stratford. We welcome volunteers to be collectors
on these dates, so we can maximise our opportunities to raise funds. Without the funds
collected at Christmas, the Band would be unable to offer free tuition. By law we are
unable to collect or play past 9pm, so the more collectors we have, the bigger the area
can be covered.
Please see page 11 for the dates we require collectors for. Thank you!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Looking ahead to 2020...
Senior Band practises re-commence on Tuesday 7th January 2020.
Development Group practises re-commence on Thursday 9th January 2020.
London and Southern Counties Area Contest, Stevenage - Saturday 21st March 2020
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Christmas Fun!

Can you name the 5 Christmas songs below?
Email your answers to me (sj.bsb.bugle@gmail.com) by Friday 20th December 2019
and one of you lucky people will be selected at random to win a festive prize,
which i will endeavour to get to you by Christmas Day!!!
Good Luck!☺

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
Sunday 10th November
Remembrance Day Parade and Service
New Bradwell
After a week of heavy rain which caused major flooding in some parts of the country, we were fortunate
to have a crisp but dry November afternoon as the people of New Bradwell were once again out in good
numbers to remember the local men who paid the supreme sacrifice in the service of their country. The
parade is organised by the New Bradwell and District branch of the Royal British Legion and assembled at
the Clock Tower. There was an impressive turn out of uniformed organisations represented with army, air
and sea cadets, scouts and cubs amongst them.
The Band met at the school and with their own safety marshals positioned in front and behind to protect
us from any moving vehicles we played “Slaidburn” as we marched along Bounty Street and Queen Anne
Street to the Corner Pin. Bradwell Silver Band has the honour of being at the head of the long column of
participants and played “Slaidburn” as it marched off to form up around the Clock Tower for the short
Service of Remembrance led by the Vicar of St, James the Reverend Paul Smith. The British Legion are
extremely grateful to local business Jelf Insurance who had very generously funded brand new PA
equipment especially for the Wreath Laying service.
After prayers and the exhortation “They Shall Grow Not Old”, the Last Post was expertly sounded by Tug
and following a period of silence the “Reveille”. The Band played “Supreme Sacrifice” as the poppy
wreathes were laid by representatives of the local organisations including one placed on behalf of the
Band by our President Peter Blake. The service concluded with two verses of the National Anthem. A
representative from the Royal British Legion thanked all of those who had taken part in the parade with a
special thank you to the members of the public who came along to show their support.

The parade reformed and we marched off to St. James Church playing the “British Legion March”. On
arrival at the Church we took our places and played the hymn tunes “Aberystwyth” as the congregation
took their seats. It was good to see a lot more people in the congregation than has been the case in the
past couple of years. The Vicar Paul Smith welcomed everyone and the service began in traditional style
with the congregation standing and looking to the rear of the Church as the names engraved on the War
Memorial are read out. The long list of names make you realise just how many young men from the area
were killed during the Great War and one can only imagine the grief this must have caused in the local
community,
Tug then sounded “The Last Post“and after a silence “Reveille”. The Band was to accompany the hymn
singing and the first one was “Amazing Grace”. There was a bible reading and then a short sermon from
the Vicar before the second hymn “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”. After prayers the final hymn was
the “Now Thank We All Our God. This was followed by two verses of the National Anthem and the Band
played a couple of verses of “Abide With Me” followed by “Ellers” as the congregation departed.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
We had a few players unavailable on the day but still had 22 players for the march who were joined by
two more for the Church service. The deportment and playing was very good considering that we do not
do any marching practise and the young trombone trio of Evan, Matt and Ben at the head of the band led
with great precision and maturity.
There are several videos posted on Facebook and lots of photographs on the New Bradwell British Legion
page. It was only on viewing these that we realised how big the parade was this year and the turnout
was a great credit to all the uniformed organisations that participated.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 23rd November
Bletchley Christmas Celebration
The Band’s first Christmas engagement of the year was a performance in Bletchley. Organised by the
Bletchley and Fenny Stratford Town Council, this was part of the Christmas Celebration which was taking
place from 12 noon to 6.30pm on Queensway. The publicity promised there would be plenty of
entertainment on the stage (without specifying what this would be), Father Christmas in his grotto, ice
rink, fairground rides, market stalls and much more and that everyone would be welcomed. It went on to
describe that the event would be a fun celebration of Christmas for children and their families and
expected it to attract a large footfall to the Town Centre to enjoy the festivities. Unfortunately they
hadn’t factored in the weather which turned out to be a dismal day with some heavy rain.
We were for the most part kept dry during our performance as a decent size covered stage had been
erected for the day’s events. As the opening act of the day we had to wait for the technicians to finish
rigging up the lighting and sound equipment before we could set up on stage. Even with a reduced
numbers of twenty players available on the day it was a tight fit but we soon settled down and after a
welcome from a Council official, the Band presented a programme of Christmas music from the pads and
new carol books under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech. We opened with “Merry Christmas
Everybody” followed by “Rudolph The Red Nosed Reindeer” and “All I Want For Christmas Is You”. We
then turned to the new carol books to play “Jingle Bells” and for the first time in public
“Jingle Bell Rock” which is an American popular Christmas song first released by Bobby Helms in 1957 and
receives frequent airplay every Christmas season. The song's title and some of its lyrics are an extension
of the old Christmas standard, "Jingle Bells". It also makes brief references to other popular songs of the
1950s, such as "Rock Around the Clock", and mentions going to a "Jingle hop".
This was followed by a more recent classic with “Last Christmas” which was a hit for Wham in 1984. This
had its beginnings when George Michael and Andrew Ridgeley who made up the pop duo were visiting
Michael’s parents. It was written by Michael in his childhood bedroom
“Last Christmas, I gave you my heart
But the very next day you gave it away
This year, to save me from tears
I'll give it to someone special.”

Then we played “Let It Snow”, a song written by lyricist Sammy Cahn and composer Jule Styne in July
1945. It was written in Hollywood, California during a heat wave as Cahn and Styne imagined cooler
conditions. Despite the lyrics making no mention of any holiday, the song has come to be regarded as a
Christmas song being played on radio stations during the holiday season and having often been covered
by various artists on Christmas-themed albums. Next up was “Rocking Around The Christmas Tree”,
a Christmas song written by Johnny Marks and recorded by Brenda in 1958; it has since been recorded by
numerous other music artists.
Then back to the folders for some pieces that will appear in forthcoming concerts with “Christmas
Candle”, and “Christmas Swingalong”. We returned to the new carol books for “Deck The Halls”,”While
Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night”, and “We Three Kings”. Music from the pads was used for the
following two items “Stop The Cavalry” and “Schneewalzer” before reverting to the books to finish with
“The Holly and the Ivy”, “See Amid The Winter’s Snow” and as our last piece “We Wish You A Merry
Christmas”.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
It had been a good effort in less than ideal conditions, those at the front of the stage including the
conductor got wet as the rain blew in. Nevertheless it had been a good session of music making which
was both entertaining and a useful run through of pieces that would be featured in upcoming concerts.
The nasty weather meant that the number of people passing by was not as high as had been anticipated
and those who did stop to listen were obliged to seek shelter under the canopy of the old Co-Op building
or in one of the gazebos put up for the event. As we came off stage the rain was at its heaviest as the
equipment was packed away and returned to the trailer.
We say thanks to Jemma for help on trombone today. The Christmas lights were switched on later in the
day by the Chair of the Council and Father Christmas.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sunday 24th November
Leicestershire Brass Band Association Open Contest
It had been decided that this year we would enter what is commonly referred to as the “Leicester
Contest”. This is organised by the Leicestershire Brass Band Association and takes the form of an own
choice test piece contest. As with our last entry three years ago, the venue was the Loughborough
Endowed Schools, a large and impressive site which includes a grammar school, a high school, a convent
school, a nursery and a music school.
This contest has a pre-draw to determine the order of play which helps planning journey times.
Competing in the Third Section, there were eight bands entered in the section with ourselves and Olney
from the London and Southern Counties Region, the others being from Leicestershire, Staffordshire,
Warwickshire, Northamptonshire and South Yorkshire. The grading of bands was in accordance with the
appropriate regional committee of the National Brass Band Championships for the current year. A
maximum of 30 players plus percussionists are allowed to compete and unlike the Regional Contest a
Band may borrow up to four players. The borrowed players must be registered with a band of the same
National grading or lower/or unregistered. We did not need to borrow any players and had twenty five
brass players plus a percussionist on stage for our performance.
The section was due to start after the announcement of the results from the Fourth Section which were
anticipated at 12:30 p.m. We did not hire a coach and relied on members travelling by car. The M1 can be
a daunting prospect on a week-end especially through an extensive set of road works with narrow lanes
and speed restrictions but in the event it was a relatively easy drive and members all arrived safely. Car
parking arrangements were a bit chaotic with those responsible for its control not being particular
helpful. This meant our members eventually parked up at a variety of locations dotted around the
sprawling grounds, many with quite a walk to the hall where the event was taking place.
Our Musical Director Brian Keech had chosen to play “Music For A Festival” by Philip Sparke. This work
was commissioned by Boosey & Hawkes Band Festivals for the Youth Section of the National Brass Band
Championships of Great Britain 1985. In one continuous movement, it has three distinct sections. An
opening extended fanfare which reappears at various points throughout the work. This leads to the
syncopated, jazzy main theme, played in turn by various sections of the band. After several contrasting
interludes, the main theme returns, gradually calming to introduce a slower central section which is
characterised by intimate quartet writing and a powerful climax for the whole band. The final section
explodes percussively out of the quiet section and is a headlong gallop, interrupted briefly by a more
tranquil mood, which leads back to the opening fanfare in an exciting close.
We were shown into the rather cramped waiting areas and hung around for what seemed ages. Olney
Brass who had been drawn to play first were eventually called through and the section finally began.
When our turn came for registration we were ushered into the room where some diligent officials made
sure all of our players were eligible to play. I can understand this attention to detail for the area contest
and finals but for a locally organised event it seemed a bit excessive. It is not as if there is a huge amount
of prize money at stake so I personally believe this level of bureaucracy could put unnecessary pressure
on bands before they even take the stage.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
Particular attention was being paid to the youngsters as under the new regulations any band with young
people in the age group of 16 and under were either under parental control or required to have full
written permission from their parents and overseen by designated chaperones. We thank Sam and James
for getting us through this process smoothly.
There are no warm up facilities so we were ushered on to the stage and settled as best as we could not
having had the opportunity of playing a note. The announcement was made to the adjudicator that we
were ready to play and he duly blew his whistle which is the signal for us to start. We went through our
selected test piece and as with all live performances there were some good bits and other sections that
we know could have been better. It took time to adjust to the unfamiliar acoustics and it was
uncomfortably warm. At the end of the performance we stood to acknowledge the applause and left the
stage to return to the changing area. Most band members then left for the journey back to Milton Keynes
whilst a few stayed to listen to the remaining bands and await the results.
With one band having been withdrawn we were placed fifth out of the seven competing bands. The
section was won by Towcester Studio Band with Olney Brass in third place and we say well done to them.
Results Third Section
Adjudicator – Dave Lea
1. Towcester Studio (Peter Wain)
2. Rockingham (Adam Whittle)
3. Olney Brass (Kevin Nicholls)
4. Amington (Alan Gifford)
5. Bradwell Silver (Brian Keech)
6. Cubbington Silver (Mark Phillips)
7. Syston (Colin Jones)
Best Instrumentalist – Eb Bass, Rockingham
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------November had been a busy month for the Band with our involvement with the Remembrance Sunday
parade as well as the first of this year’s Christmas jobs. This meant work on the test piece had to be fitted
in around these other engagements. In the weeks leading up to the contest attendances at rehearsals
were not as good as they could have been and the first time we played with everyone present was on the
day of the contest. So for a piece as technically demanding as “Music For A Festival” the preparation was
not what we would have hoped for.
Brian commented afterwards that he thought we played very well, a very secure performance with good
control both in dynamics and rhythm. It did vary in places due to things not linking together too well but
on the whole we should all feel very pleased.
Our former percussionist Toby was competing in the Second Section with his new band, South Yorkshire
Police. They are in a fine run of form and with the announcement that they were the winners of their
section this meant a unique hat trick this year of contest wins following their earlier triumphs at the
Yorkshire Regional and National Finals.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Happy Memories of The Methodist Chapel
By Brian Keech
This Christmas the Band has a performance at the MK Tabernacle in Thomson St New Bradwell. This
building for many many years was the Methodist chapel and has many happy memories for the Band. Tug
will have more memories than most, as his family looked after the chapel for many years and therefore
allowed the Band access for practice in the “Back room” when required.
Going back over 35 years we used to perform 2 Concerts a year in the Chapel, this was in the days before
our St James Concerts so was a major event for the band. With the band only numbering about 20 in
those days we use to just fit at the Top end of the chapel. The first concert of the year was in September
to the Methodist congregation and their friends and on many occasions featured Tug’s sister Jean with
her wonderful voice. Our second concert always took place on the first Monday in December and was to
the WI. Tickets were in great demand and in later years restricted to 4 per local WI group. This date was
also a day after the Buckinghamshire Brass band Contest and on many occasions we spoke of our success
or had trophies on display. One thing though that I never forgot at the WI concert was the amount of
Mince pies supplied. The back room of the chapel was used to serve refreshments as well as the band to
change, and on every surface possible were plates/tins of Mince pies. Many of the younger members of
the band tried to eat as many of possible and on more than one occasion had to leave the bands
performance as they felt unwell in the second half.
I also remember the band using the chapel as a practice venue on the Sunday prior to the Milton Keynes
Contest. We had heavy snow during our time there and band members having to push each other’s cars
so they could get home.
I know I’m showing my age but these events seem like yesterday and not back in the 1980 .

Picture shows the Band performing in the Methodist Chapel conducted by Clive Keech-look closely and you
should be able to pick out four members who are still involved with the Band some thirty years on!
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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All Our Yesterdays
Picture of Bradwell Silver Band taken at the Stantonbury Workingmen’s Club in 1976.

Back Row L to R:

Harold Sapwell, Bill Teagle, Ted Beesley , Bill Frost, Maurice Handford

Middle Row L to R:

Nick Lambert, Keith Jones, Reg Thomson, Danny Lee, Bob Wells,
Dennis Taplin,??? Rod Pakes, Ron Smart

Front Row L to R:

Steve Weir, Gary Wilson, John Sprittles, Andy Foote, Tom Axtell,
Dave Webb Musical Director, Tony Jenkins, Tony Hart, Roy Campbell,
Clive Keech, David Wilson

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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New Christmas Carol Books
This year the Band will be playing Christmas carols and popular tunes from new books. Published last
year by the Salvation Army, 'Christmas Collection' contains many of the same carols and arrangements
from the previous version used but also has 46 additional or newly arranged carols and songs as well as
10 popular Christmas marches and carol arrangements that have been reprinted from their 'Sounds of
Christmas' journal.
Andrew Blyth, Head of Music Editorial for the Salvation Army said the older book ”New Christmas Praise”
had become a staple for music groups across the country, but it was felt that after 25 years it was time to
revise it. There were some pieces that needed improved arrangements and there was a selection of
popular Christmas pieces that they wanted to add.
“'Christmas Collection' is available in full score, brass and wind band parts, words & music (piano) and
words only. The wide range of parts allows ensembles of any size to navigate through the full Christmas
repertoire. The words & music piano book contains only the sacred Christmas carols, and also features
guitar chords.
The new book has also provided the opportunity for a new A4 format version to be produced for the
parts and words only versions, with music in larger print. The Band has purchased several of these to help
members who find it difficult to read the smaller print of the standard A5 books.
The general harmonic format of the new books is in four parts wherever possible. This means with careful
selection even a four piece group will be able to play in full harmony. What is interesting is that many of
the new tunes included have regularly been played by Bradwell Band over the past few years and it
would now be possible to perform a whole concert using just the new Carol Books. The list includes A
Winter’s Tale, It’s The Most Wonderful TIme of the Year, Merry Christmas Everyone, I Wish It Could Be
Christmas Every Day, Walking In The Air and Stop The Cavalry.
It will be interesting to play some of these new pieces in the weeks leading up to Christmas. Let’s hope
the books don’t get ruined in the rain!

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Festive Dates For The Diary

Wednesday 4th December

Two Mile Ash School Christmas Concert, Denbigh School
(Shenley Church End) - 7:30pm

Saturday 7th December
Saturday 7th December

St. James Church Christmas Tree Festival - 10am-11am
Concert with Newport Pagnell Singers - 7:30pm

Sunday 8th December

Holy Cross Church, Two Mile Ash - 4pm

Saturday 14th December

St. James Church Christmas Concert - 7:30pm

Sunday 15th December

Milton Keynes Tabernacle, New Bradwell - 4pm

Tuesday 17th December

Street Carolling, Bradville - 7pm-9pm
(Meet at Althorpe Crescent)

Thursday 19th December

Street Carolling, New Bradwell - 7pm-9pm
(Meet at the School)

Friday 20th December

White Hart, Sherington - 7pm

Saturday 21st December

Stony Stratford High Street - 10am-1pm
(High Street/Cofferidge Close)

Sunday 22nd December

Stantonbury Sports & Social Club Concert - 7:45pm

Christmas Eve

Street Carolling, New Bradwell - 7pm-9pm
(Meet at the School)

Christmas Day

Street Carolling - 6am
(Meet at the Clocktower, New Bradwell)

Collectors needed for the jobs in Red.
If you can help (must be aged 16 or over!), please contact:
Robin 07818 436617 - 01908 616463 - secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

Steph Chappell

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards
Fraser Cousins

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.bsb.bugle@gmail.com
-

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.

(The views and opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Bradwell Silver Band and its committee.)
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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