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Welcome to the December edition of the Band’s newsletter.
November saw the Band perform in some high profile and
moving events which were seen and heard by many hundreds
of people, reports on these follow. We now prepare for the busy
Christmas period which seems to have suddenly crept up on
us. The Band is due to play four concerts and also undertake
their usual carolling around the local streets culminating with
the traditional Christmas Morning tour. A list of all of these
appears on the engagement page and there is a request for
people to help with collecting. If you are able to spend a few
hours at this very busy time of year please let our Secretary
Robin know, you will be made welcome.
May I wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Peaceful New Year.

Sarah-Jayne
Advertisements

13-14

Christmas Quiz - Name that Carol!
What Christmas Carol contains this line:

“Oh tidings of comfort and joy”
A.
B.
C.
D.

First Noel
Away In A Manger
God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
Ding Dong Merrily On High

Send me an Email with the subject line of “Christmas Quiz” with your answer of either A, B, C or D
by Monday 17th December and a winner will be chosen at random to win a festive prize.

Good Luck!!!
www.bradwellband.co.uk

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

PAGE 2

D E C E MB E R 2 0 1 8

What’s On…? December
Where you can see and hear the Band this month...
Wednesday 5th December - 7:30pm
Evening Concert at Denbigh School, with Harmonize - the Two Mile Ash School Choir.
Tickets only available through the school.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Saturday 8th December - 7:30pm

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Saturday 15th December - 7:30pm
St. James Church - New Bradwell Christmas Concert (See poster for details)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sunday 16th December - 7:45pm
Stantonbury Sports and Social Club, New Bradwell
Tickets available from the club – book early to avoid disappointment!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------In addition to these concerts the Band will be out and about playing Christmas Carols, please see page 12
of this newsletter for full details.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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AGM Report - Robin Allen
The Band recently held its Annual General Meeting. It’s probably fair to say it’s not universally loved,
more of a necessary evil! We usually ask our President Peter Blake to start the proceedings and this year
was no exception. Peter briefly reviewed the year, and said that he thought it had been a great 12
months. He offered his thanks to Keith for his work with the development band and to Brian for his with
the main band. Peter finished by saying he was pleased to be able to report the award of a £3000 pound
grant from the Wavendon foundation solely for the use of the development band.
Musical Director Brian Keech began his review by saying he’d gone on record last year as saying 2018
probably wouldn’t be a good year for the band as we’d lost some of our younger members to University
and were due to lose more. It just goes to show even Musical Directors get it wrong sometimes! The
contesting results speak for themselves, but our concert performances were also good particularly with
some of the hottest days of the year seeing the band outside and performing in the sun. Brian concluded
by thanking the committee for their work, the key holders for being first in and last out, Peter for being
such a hands-on President and Dave Sanderson for all the work he does in his workshop fixing almost
anything that’s broken and saving the band a lot of money in the process.
Treasurer Karen Wilson presented the balance sheet in her usual concise and efficient manner and it was
good to see that the band is still in good financial health.
Secretary Robin Allen concluded the meeting by saying that everyone needs to buy into the idea that we
are as much a team as a band, and need to embrace a team spirit and ensure that there is always
effective two way communication. He also said that he wanted to thank Fraser for his work in
maintaining a brilliant website and to Sarah-Jayne for keeping the Bugle winging its way to our in boxes
every month.

The following people were elected to serve for the next twelve months:
Musical Director:
Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Committee Members:

Brian Keech
James Lawrie
Robin Allen
Karen Wilson
Sarah Gates, Orla Howell, Sam Lawrie, Steph Chappell, Dave Sanderson.

Also elected were:
Librarian:
Press Officer:
Newsletter Editor:

Sam Lawrie
Steph Chappell with Orla Howell as deputy
Sarah-Jayne Edwards

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
Saturday 10th November
“Lest We Forget” Concert
Stantonbury Theatre
In 2014 the Band performed a special concert to commemorate the centenary of the start of the Great
War with the proceeds going to the Help for Heroes charity. With this year marking the 100th anniversary
of the end of that terrible war the Band tonight presented a concert with the theme “Lest We Forget”
with part of the proceeds to be donated to the Chelsea Pensioners Scarlet Appeal.
Held in the familiar surroundings of the Stantonbury Theatre we were delighted to have attracted such a
large audience for the concert. Under the leadership of our Musical Director Brian Keech, the Band took
to the stage and started the evening with the march “Colonel Bogey”. After this lively opening we
introduced Tug as our first soloist of the evening with a splendid rendition of the cornet solo “My Love Is
Like A Red Red Rose”.
We then played two movements from the English Folk Song Suite written by English composer Ralph
Vaughan Williams. The Great War had left its emotional mark on Vaughan Williams, who lost many
comrades and friends having volunteered for military service on the outbreak of the First World War
even though he was 42. Joining the Royal Army Medical Corps as a private, he drove ambulance
wagons in France and later in Greece. In 1917 Vaughan Williams was commissioned as a lieutenant in
the Royal Artillery, seeing action in France from March 1918. The continual noise of the guns damaged his
hearing, and led to deafness in his later years. After the armistice was signed in 1918 he served as
director of music for the British First Army until demobilised in February 1919. He returned to composing
and published Folk Song Suite for military band with its premiere given on 4 July 1923. In 1924, the piece
was arranged for full orchestra by Vaughan Williams' student Gordon Jacob, with the word "English"
added at the beginning of the title. Frank Wright produced a version for an English-style brass band which
was copyrighted in 1956 and which we were performing this evening.
The suite consists of three movements: March, Intermezzo and another March. The first march is
called Seventeen Come Sunday, the Intermezzo is subtitled My Bonny Boy and the final movement is
based on four Folk Songs from Somerset. It originally had a fourth movement, Sea Songs, which was
played second, but the composer removed it after the first performance and published it separately, with
his own orchestration. Tonight we were to perform two movements, the reflective ‘My Bonny Boy’ and
the lively ‘Folk Songs From Somerset’ which includes the tune ‘Blow Away The Morning Dew’.
The next item was based on a song often sung by the soldiers in the Great War, ‘Mademoiselle from
Armentières’.
As with many songs of the time the soldiers made up their own words which were often of an adult
content! The family friendly version is:
“Three German officers crossed the Rhine, Parlez-vous,
They kissed the women and drank the wine, Inky, dinky, parlez-vous”.

At various stages during this item arranged by John Lee, sections of the band and soloists get the chance
to stand up and make their contributions to a jolly piece of music with sees all of the band standing at the
end.
www.bradwellband.co.uk

PAGE 5

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

D E C E MB E R 2 0 1 8

Engagement Reports
Steph Chappell then read the poignant war time poem “In Flanders Fields” written by Lt.-Colonel John
McCrae. Born in Ontario, Canadian John McCrae gained his medical degrees at the University of Toronto
and had served in the Boer War in South Africa as an artillery subaltern in the Canadian Contingent from
1899 to 1900. He re-enlisted in the First Canadian Contingent soon after the start of World War I in 1914,
becoming a member of the Royal College of Surgeons and was the first Canadian to be appointed
consulting surgeon to the British Army. McCrae’s poem memorialises the April 1915 battle in Belgium’s
Ypres salient. For 17 days, McCrae tended those injured in the battle. The poem, written after the death
of a close friend, was first published in Punch magazine and led to the adoption of the poppy as the
Flower of Remembrance for the British and Commonwealth war dead. After the poem was read we
played the music inspired by this poem and expertly written by Gavin Somerset.
The next item was “Alexander's Ragtime Band" which was the song written by Irving Berlin which gave
him his first major hit in 1911.It is believed by some (especially jazz-ragtime circles in New Orleans, and
the Watzke family of New Orleans), that Berlin was writing about a real band and bandleader, who were
popular at the time in New Orleans, and actually was known as Alexander's Ragtime Band, after its
leader, Alexander Joseph Watzke (also known as "King" Watzke or Alex Watzke).
The tempo was slowed down again with the Karl Jenkins poignant piece “Benedictus” which featured our
solo euphonium player, Fraser Cousins. This is a movement from The Armed Man which charts the
growing menace of a descent into war, interspersed with moments of reflection. It goes on to show the
horrors that war brings, and ends with the hope for peace when "sorrow, pain and death can be
overcome". The quiet playing changes dramatically halfway through with the percussion section called
upon to replicate the sounds of the big guns being fired before the music returns to a sombre conclusion.
The first half was brought to an end with Florrie Ford’s Favourites which as an arrangement of songs
made popular by the Music Hall Artiste. In the days long before the arrival of the cinema, radio and
television, the only form of popular entertainment available to the masses was the Music Hall with its mix
of popular songs, comedy, speciality acts and variety entertainment. Florrie Forde was an Australian
popular singer and entertainer and became one of the greatest stars of the early 20th century music hall.
Born in Melbourne 1875, Florrie was just sixteen when she ran away from home to appear on the Sydney
music hall stage. In 1897 at the age of 21, she left for London and on the August Bank Holiday made her
first appearances in London at three music halls in the course of one evening. She became an immediate
star, making the first of her many sound recordings in 1903 and making over 700 individual recordings by
1936. Florrie was one of the great music hall artistes, able to control an audience and encouraging them
to join in with her songs. With the outbreak of war in 1914 she entertained the troops by singing her
many memorable songs.
It was reported that as these soldiers headed off to the horrors of trench warfare, many went with her
songs on their lips. After the war Florrie Forde went on to form her own travelling revue. When the
Second World War started in 1939 Florrie was once again very active in entertaining the members of the
armed forces. Sadly she collapsed and died after singing for troops in Scotland on 18 April 1940. Our
selection of her songs included "Oh! Oh! Antonio!", "Hold Your Hand Out, Naughty Boy", "She's a Lassie
from Lancashire", “Till We Meet Again”, "A Bird in a Gilded Cage" "Has Anybody Here Seen Kelly?",
“Down At The Old Bull And Bush", and ends with “Good-Bye-Ee”.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports

Photograph courtesy of Ron Chappell - More pictures can be viewed on the Band’s Facebook page

After the interval the concert resumed with the “British Legion March”. The results of the raffle draw
were announced with a great selection of twelve prizes to be won. We then introduced the next soloist
which was Evan Lovell with “The Acrobat”. Evan’s stage presence continues to impress and he gave
another splendid rendition of one of the best known trombone solos.
We followed this with a selection of songs about the military with the title “Cavalcade Of Martial Songs'.
Arranged by Horatio Nicholls (real name Lawrence Wright) and published in 1934, several versions have
been recorded over the years, including a vocal version with lyrics added by Noel Gay. The martial songs
in this medley include.
The King's Horses, When The Guards Are On Parade, There's Something About A Soldier, When The Band
Goes Marching By, When A Soldier's On Parade, The Toy Drum Major and The Toy-Town Artillery.
Next up was the Edrich Siebert arrangement of famous Hymn “Amazing Grace” followed by the march
“1914” which is a compilation of the popular Great War songs “Long Way To Tipperary”, “Hello Who’s
Your Lady Friend?” and “Take Me Back to Dear Old Blighty”. The audience joined in by singing along to
the familiar tunes.
The final soloist of the evening was Toby Dytrych with the xylophone solo “Black and White Rag”’
probably best known as the theme tune for the long-running BBC2 television snooker tournament, Pot
Black. Toby impressed the audience with his dexterity and musicality.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
The final item of the published programme was “Keep Smiling Through” which is the Darrol Barry
arrangement of popular songs from the Second World War” which includes The Army, The Navy and the
Air Force; Yours; Lili Marlene; The White Cliffs of Dover; and a swing version of We'll Meet Again.
The evening was brought to an end not in the usual style with a rousing encore but with an arrangement
of the hymn tune Abide With Me which includes extracts from the Last Post. For this item cornet players
Tug, Jess, Tania, Orla and Adam stood in front of the Band to face the audience as the traditional bugle
call was sounded to the background of the much loved hymn tune. It was beautifully played and rounded
of the concert in the right style.
It had been a memorable evening with some super playing from the Band and all the soloists on top form.
We thank former member Sian Moorhouse for being a guest player for us this evening and also Adam
Chappell for having travelled down from his University in Huddersfield especially to play in the concert.
We thank all those who helped with front of house duties, selling raffle tickets and acting as stewards for
the entrances and exits. The Band wish to record their appreciation to MBDA Systems Ltd for their
generous donation towards tonight’s concert and support for the Chelsea Pensioners Scarlet Appeal.

Members of the New Bradwell and District branch of the Royal British Legion brought their standard along

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
Sunday 11th November
Remembrance Day Parade & Service
New Bradwell
To mark the 100th Anniversary of the end of the Great War, the people of New Bradwell were out in great
numbers to remember those local men who paid the supreme sacrifice. The Band met at the school and
with their own safety marshals positioned in front and behind to protect us from any moving vehicles we
played “Death Or Glory” as we marched to the Corner Pin along Bounty Street and Queen Anne Street.
The parade organised by the New Bradwell and District branch of the Royal British Legion assembled at
the Clock Tower and this year was one of the best supported for many a year. There was an impressive
turn out of uniformed organisations represented with army, air and sea cadets, scouts, cubs, beavers,
guides, brownies and for the first time police cadets.
Bradwell Silver Band had the honour of being at the head of the long column of marchers as it formed up
around the Clock Tower. A short service included “The Last Post” being sounded by Tug and following a
period of silence the “Reveille”. The Band played “Supreme Sacrifice” as the poppy wreathes were laid
by local organisations including one placed by our President Peter Blake. The service concluded with two
verses of the National Anthem. Then in a departure from the normal procedure the Band had been
requested to play well known songs from the Great War and we performed “1914” and “Pack Up Your
Troubles”.

www.bradwellband.co.uk

PAGE 9

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

D E C E MB E R 2 0 1 8

Engagement Reports
The parade reformed and we marched off to St. James Church playing the “British Legion March”. On
arrival at the Church we took our places and played a few hymn tunes as the congregation settled into
the pews. The Vicar, Paul Smith, welcomed everyone and the service began with the reading out of the
names engraved on the War Memorial. Tug then sounded “The Last Post“and after a silence “Reveille”.
The Band was to accompany the hymn singing and the first one was “All People That On Earth Do Dwell”.
There was a bible reading and then a short sermon from the Vicar before the second hymn “Now Thank
We All Our God”. After prayers the final hymn was the lively “Shine Jesus Shine” and this was followed by
two verses of the National Anthem. The Band played a couple of verses of “Abide With Me” as the
congregation departed.
We had a few players unavailable on the day but still had 26 players for the march. A special mention for
Jayden and Oliver who were marching with the Band for the first time today.

The branch secretary of the New Bradwell and District Royal British Legion posted the following message
on Facebook:
I would like to thank everyone who participated in today's Remembrance Parade and all those who turned
out to show their support. We were fortunate today to have at our parade a Deputy Lord Lieutenant, (Mrs
Fola Komolafe MBE DL), the Mayor of Milton Keynes, Cllr Martin Petchey, Colonel Mark Lancaster TD, VR,
MP, and Cllr Peter Marland. For a small branch of the Royal British Legion I was pleased to have such a
fantastic turnout and I think as a community we really showed that New Bradwell felt passionately about
remembering those who answered the call and gave their all. Let's make sure we will always remember
them.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 17th November
Concert at Christ The Vine Community Church - Coffee Hall
This evening’s concert was organised jointly by the Christ the Vine Community Church and the Jubilee
Branch of the Royal British Legion invite to mark the Centenary of the end of World War 1. This concert
was to be the final event of a busy few weeks for the British Legion and the community who had the
previous week held their own Remembrance Day parade and service. Part of the Ecumenical Parish of
Woughton, Christ the Vine is a small friendly church which holds its services in the former “Walnut Tree”
public house. All the roads on the estate are named after old London coffee houses, hence the unusual
name Coffee Hall.
After words of welcome and under the leadership of our Musical Director Brian Keech we opened the
concert with the march “Colonel Bogey” with the rest of the programme being exactly the same as the
one performed the previous week for the ‘Lest We Forget’ concert. There was an additional item when a
small group of players accompanied the singing of ‘Happy Birthday’ for one of the organisers.
The Band had played well with the soloists again all in excellent form. The evening was well attended and
we were thanked by the President of the local branch of the Royal British Legion for our performance and
choice of music. The audience had enthusiastically joined in with singing the songs they knew and they
were moved by some of the reflective music play, noticeably the last item ‘Abide With Me’ in which the
front row of cornets stand to play the “Last Post” as the rest of the Band play the familiar hymn tune.

www.bradwellband.co.uk

PAGE 10

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

D E C E MB E R 2 0 1 8

Past & Present Player News
On the same night as our concert at the Stantonbury Theatre, The Royal British Legion Annual Service of
Remembrance was being held at the Royal Albert Hall in the presence of the Queen. The Festival
commemorates all those who have lost their lives in conflicts. This year the British Legion led the nation
in saying Thank You to all who served, sacrificed and changed our world. With the Festival broadcast on
BBC Television, as well as the usual military bands there were performances by Sir Tom Jones, Sheridan
Smith, Sir Bryn Terfel, Tom Fletcher and Danny Jones, Sheku Kanneh-Mason and the Kingdom Choir. Tom
Jones was accompanied by the Royal Air Force’s Big Band known as the Squadronaires. Amongst them
were two familiar faces to most of us in Bradwell Band. In this picture are Ben Godfrey and Jack Wilson,
both of whom originally learned to play with the Band and had already notched up a number of
appearances at the Albert Hall when playing in the Championship section of the National Finals. We are
very proud that these two gentlemen have made such an impact with their playing.

As well as learning to play in the Development Band, three of the younger members also have dancing
lessons at the Milton Keynes Dance Centre and many of you will have seen Jess and Sam dance to ‘Rock
Around The Clock’ at the Boobs and Brass concert last year where they put on a fantastic display. In
November along with other members of the Dance Centre they attended the IDTA Nationwide Medallist
of the Year Competitions held in the famous Winter Gardens in Blackpool. The MKDC brought home an
amazing 39 trophies from this National Competition. This included a second place finish in the 13-15
years Boy/Girl Rock and Roll for Rudolf - who is a solo cornet with the Development Band - and his
partner, a second place in the 10-12 years Boy/Girl Rock and Roll for his brother Pedro – who plays on the
back row cornets -and partner, and in the same age group an amazing first place for Jess – another back
row cornet player- and her partner Sam. Everyone associated with Bradwell Band congratulates these
three talented youngsters on their achievement.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Festive Dates For The Diary

Wednesday 5th December

Two Mile Ash School Christmas Concert, Denbigh School
(Shenley Church End) - 7:30pm

Saturday 8th December

Newport Pagnell Singers Christmas Concert - 7:30pm

Sunday 9th December

Holy Cross Church - 4:00pm

Saturday 15th December

St. James Christmas Concert - 7:30pm

Sunday 16th December

Stantonbury Sports & Social Club Christmas Concert - 7:45pm

Tuesday 18th December

Street Carolling, New Bradwell - 7:00pm
(Meet at the School)

Thursday 20th December

Street Carolling, Bradville - 7:00pm
(Meet at the corner of Stanton Avenue)

Friday 21st December

White Hart, Sherington (Small Group) - 7:00-8:00pm

Saturday 22nd December

Stony Stratford High Street - 10:00am-2:00pm

Christmas Eve

Street Carolling, New Bradwell - 7:00pm
(Meet at the School)

Christmas Day

Street Carolling - 6:00am

Collectors needed for the jobs in Red.
If you can help, please contact:
Robin 07818 436617 - 01908 616463 - rallen2@tiscali.co.uk

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

-

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

md@bradwellband.co.uk

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

Website:

press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.cc23@gmail.com
www.bradwellband.co.uk

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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