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Now we are into December the focus is of course on Christmas
and the Band is going to be busy over the next four weeks with
six indoor concerts and seven outdoor carolling engagements. A
full list of these appears in this newsletter so you can keep track
of where you need to be! Don’t forget we need volunteers for
collecting at some of these jobs but please let Robin know in
advance so he can make the necessary arrangements. We would
like you all to help publicise our concert at St. James by
displaying the poster that appears on the last page of this
newsletter.
May I be one of the first to wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy and peaceful New Year.

Sarah-Jayne

AGM
The Band held their Annual General Meeting on Thursday 17th November and the following
members were voted in. Please support them in their endeavours over the coming twelve months.
Chairperson:
James Lawrie
Secretary:
Robin Allen
Treasurer:
Karen Wilson
Librarian:
Sam Lawrie
Musical Director:
Brian Keech
Publicity Officer:
Steph Chappell
Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:
Quartermaster

Sarah-Jayne Edwards
Fraser Cousins
Martin Oliver
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What’s On!...December
Where you can see and hear Bradwell Silver Band this month:
Saturday 3rd December - St. James Christmas Tree Festival 2:00pm to 3:00pm.

Saturday 10th December - Newport Pagnell Singers Concert 7:30pm (See poster for details on tickets.)

Saturday 17th December - St James Concert 7:30pm
Sunday 18th December - Stantonbury Club Concert (Tickets only available through the club.)
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Sunday 13th November
Remembrance Sunday
On an unexpectedly pleasant sunny afternoon, the good people of New Bradwell gathered at the
memorial Clock Tower for the annual Remembrance Sunday service organised by the New Bradwell
branch of the British Legion. The Band met at the school and marched to the Clock Tower playing
“Slaidburn”. On arrival there were representatives from a number of uniformed organisations already
lined up. A new feature this year was a number of motor bikes at the head of the parade. When the order
to march off was finally given, they revved their engines and moved off down the road to allow the Band
to lead the parade around the green to take up our position for the short service. The Reverend Paul
Smith led the service of remembrance during which Tug expertly sounded the “Last Post” and after a
period of silence “Reveille”. The Band played “Supreme Sacrifice” during the laying of the wreathes, one
of which was laid on behalf of the Band by our President Peter Blake. This was followed by two verses of
the National Anthem.
There were words of thanks from a representative of the Royal British Legion for the attendance which
he said was the largest he had seen. He went on to say that this year could be the last one they would be
able to organise as they were now so reduced in their membership numbers there was the real possibility
that the branch would have to be closed down. An appeal was made for people to show their support
and become members of the British Legion which is open to everybody and not just those with a military
background.
The parade re-formed and led by the Band playing “The British Legion March” proceeded along the
Newport Road to St. James Church. Once inside the Church the Band played several verses of “Eventide”
as the congregation took their places in the pews. After words of welcome from the Vicar, he promised
that whatever the future may hold regarding the British Legion’s ability to organise the annual parade,
the Church and its congregation were determined to continue to hold a service at 3:00 p.m. on
Remembrance Sunday to which all would be welcomed.
The service followed the traditional format with the congregation invited to face the rear of the Church
as the names on the War Memorial were read out. Tug was again called upon to sound the “Last Post”
and the “Reveille”. The Band was to accompany all three hymns sung today, the first being “Amazing
Grace”. After a reading from the Bible the Vicar gave a sermon which was followed by the second hymn
“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”. There followed prayers for peace and for those who suffered as a
result of war. The final hymn was “Now Thank We All Our God” during which the standards were
returned to the rear of the Church. This was immediately followed by two verses of the National Anthem.
After a final blessing the Band played “Nimrod” as the congregation made their way out of the Church.
Despite a disappointing number of players declaring themselves unavailable for this long standing
engagement, we still managed a very good turn-out of twenty three playing members who played well on
the march. A special mention should be made of Jennifer marching with the Band for the first time.
We understand that at their subsequent AGM, the British Legion were delighted to welcome a number of
new local members. With this support they will now be able to continue the tradition of a Remembrance
Day Parade and Service in New Bradwell. We as a Band will always be proud to be part of whatever
arrangements are made.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Sunday 20th November
Leicestershire Brass Band Association Open Contest
It had been decided that this year we would enter what is commonly referred to as the “Leicester
Contest”. This is organised by the Leicestershire Brass Band Association and takes the form of an own
choice contest. This year the organisers had moved to a new venue at the Loughborough Endowed
Schools, a large and impressive site which includes a grammar school, a high school, a convent school, a
nursery and a music school.
The contest has a pre-draw to determine the order of play in each of the sections. We had previously
been advised that we were drawn to play at number 11 in a declared entry of 12 bands.
We were the only band in our section from the London and Southern Counties Region, the others being
from Leicestershire, Warwickshire, Northamptonshire and Nottinghamshire.
With the section due to start at 12:00 noon it meant we had plenty of time in the morning to have a final
practise at the school before setting off for the venue. We did not hire a coach this time; instead we
relied on members travelling by car. The M1 can be a daunting prospect on a week-end especially
through an extensive set of road works with narrow lanes and a speed restriction. In the event it was a
relatively easy drive and members all arrived safely but parked up at a number of different locations as
the organisation for car parking was a bit hit and miss.
We met up with our secretary Robin who handed out the bandsmen tickets which would allow us entry
to hear some of the other bands performing today. There was plenty of time before we were expected to
be playing and some members took the opportunity to listen to some of the other bands in our section.
Being an own choice contest this normally means a good selection of different pieces of music as the
bands look to impress the adjudicator. This makes for easier listening than umpteen renditions of the
same piece. The section was around 30 minutes late in starting but with two withdrawals from the
original list of entries we would end up playing around the same sort of time we would have done.
Being a new venue I am sure the organisers did the best they could but the holding area supplied were a
bit on the small side for all of the bands to store instruments and prepare for their performance. This
caused some congestion but it seemed for the most part all the bands took it in their stride and made
best use of the limited space made available with patience and good humour. We were eventually called
in for registration where membership cards are inspected and stamped to show they have been properly
registered. We were called on stage and we were soon ready to play. After announcing the draw number
for our band and the title of the piece, the adjudicator was asked to indicate he was ready which he did
with a quick blast of his whistle.
Musical Director Brian Keech had chosen to play “Prelude, Song and Dance”, a test piece we had last
encountered at the area contest in 2011. Originally composed by John Golland in 1981 for the
Ustermusiktage in Switzerland it was first used in the Pontins contest as the Fourth Section set work, and
is a contrasting suite of three movements, the last based on the fun and games of a 'Lederhosentanze'. As
the title suggests, there are three contrasting movements. The Prelude is a lively opener with some
unusual harmonies. The Song is a chance for Bands to show how lyrically they can play again with some
unexpected harmonies and chord structures. The final Movement conjures up images of an oompah band
and gives the band a chance to play in the style of a concert march. All in all this is a good piece of music
to play.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Unfortunately for some of us the lighting wasn’t very good. It had been set up for a stage show and
although there were bright lights shining directly into our faces there was hardly any lighting from behind
making it difficult seeing the music properly. Despite that our performance today was good and
everyone seemed to be happy as we left the stage. We were later to find out that we were placed fourth
which is a decent result. The adjudicator wrote some helpful comments and thanked the Band for their
playing.
A special mention of three members making their contesting debuts today, Jennifer, Ben and Martin. One
of the things noticed during the course of the day was the low percentage of younger people in the bands
that were seen performing. Other than in the University of Warwick Band there seemed to be only a
small number of youngsters playing. In Bradwell Band one third of our current playing membership are
still in full time education and there are another twelve in the Development Group who we hope will
make the progression into the senior band over the next couple of years. This seems to be the exception
and one wonders what the long term prospects are for the brass band movement unless they can recruit
younger members to join. In the meantime we need to appreciate our youngsters and offer them every
encouragement and support in their playing.

Results:
Fourth Section:
Adjudicator: David Ashworth
1. University of Warwick (Simon Hogg) — 180
2. Moulton 77 (Nicholas Garman) — 179
3. Croft Silver (Ian Needham) — 178
4. Bradwell Silver (Brian Keech) — 177
5. Cubbington Silver (Mark Phillips) — 176
6. Syston (Chris Banks) — 175
7. Ratby Co-operative 'Mid' (Colin Jones) — 174
8. Corby Silver (Cathy Fountain) — 173
9. Kirkby Colliery Welfare (Neville Buxton) — 172
10. Coventry Festival (Alan Gifford) — 171

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Saturday 26th November
Christmas Craft and Food Fair Stantonbury
The Development Group started Bradwell Band’s Christmas playing with a performance at the Christmas
Craft and Food Fair held in the Stantonbury Leisure Centre. This is the third time we have played at this
event and this year we had been asked to play in the bar and refreshment area on the first floor rather
than the limited and draughty space we have previously been allocated just inside the main entrance.
There were a number of the group who for various reasons were not available to play today but we still
managed to have 22 players for our playing session of around 45 minutes. We set up to the side of a
bouncy castle and when we were ready to play the organisers arranged for this to be switched off and as
it deflated the Band was revealed to the audience like a curtain opening up on a stage.
The opener was the march “Killaloe”, a good way to warm up and get used to acoustics. The rest of the
programme was of suitably festive music. “Jingle Bell Boogie” was followed by a debut rendition of the
medieval carol “Gaudete” in a new arrangement which we had only been practising for a few weeks. Next
up was “Happy Christmas Wanderer” and then a new arrangement of “Here Comes Santa Claus”. “Silent
Night” was one of two Christmas Carols played in the traditional way followed by yet another addition to
the repertoire “Ting-Aling-A- Jingle”, a country and western type of waltz that was a popular song back at
the beginning of the 1950s. The march “Christmas Carols” contains a number of well loved carols was
followed by “A Touch Of Oomph”, not really Christmas music but a fun waltz in the style of
“Schneewalzer”. A traditional version of “We Three Kings” was next before the final piece “Merry
Christmas Calypso”.
It had been an excellent performance by the players we had available and we were grateful for help from
Louis and Robin. A special mention should be made of George on euphonium who managed extremely
well on his own. We send our thanks to all of the parents who brought the youngsters along and helped
with the setting up. It was great to have family groups supporting the efforts of our very promising
players.
A new feature of today’s performance was live Facebook streaming of some of the pieces played. This
helped us to be viewed by a larger number of people and we thank Sarah-Jayne for making this happen.
These are available to view on the Bradwell Band Facebook page.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Misc.
Development Group
The Band was recently contacted by Neil Jobson who is one of our Patrons. Neil had a trumpet which he
very kindly offered to us for use in the Development Group. The trumpet has been collected and we
expect it to be allocated to a member of the Development Group in the very near future. We would like
to thank Neil for this very generous donation.
In our Development Group we have some very talented dancers who attend the Milton Keynes Dance
Centre in New Bradwell. At the recent National Finals held in the famous Blackpool Winter Gardens, Jess
and her dancing partner came 2nd in the Rock and Roll section for those up to 9 years section whilst
Pedro and his partner came 3rd in the up to 13 years section. To be placed 2nd and 3rd for their respective
age groups in the whole of the United Kingdom is an amazing achievement for these two young people.
Keep Dancing!
There are just two more rehearsals for the group this year, on Thursday 8th and Thursday 15th December
when we will be putting the finishing touches to our programme for St. James on Saturday the 17th. The
first rehearsal in 2017 will be on Thursday 5th January when we are expecting some new recruits to join.
We could really do with some more help from senior members of the Band in teaching these youngsters
the basics of playing a brass instrument. If you are interested please let Keith know.
———————————————————————————————————————————————-

Bad behaviour and nuisance could end a community tradition.
An article appeared recently in the national press reporting a fellow brass band’s decision to stop playing
Carols in the centre of their village at midnight on Christmas Eve. Drunken behaviour and nuisance
making are the main reasons behind Horbury Victoria Band having to reluctantly stop playing Christmas
Carols in the centre of their village at midnight on Christmas Eve. The decision was made by the band
committee, who have become increasingly concerned for the safety of players and the public who have
joined them for what has been a popular tradition over many years.
Band Secretary Arnold Tattersfield said "Playing in the village has taken place for decades — longer than
anyone can remember, but it has been noticed that over the past few years a minority of people had only
come along to be a nuisance. Drink has certainly played its part; ending up with the players being jostled,
instruments grabbed and the evening being spoilt." He added: "This has led to us reluctantly making the
sad decision. We have informed the local press with the hope that it would highlight the need for
support. This is exactly what has happened with the local community right behind our plight in the hope
that something can be done."
The decision was made by the band committee, who have become increasingly concerned for the safety
of players and the public. Arnold concluded: "We've spoken to the police who are more than willing to
help with their presence and the local television news programme 'Calendar' have been to the band
room and interviewed us. Hopefully it will lead to us being able to undertake what is a wonderful
community tradition without bad behaviour spoiling it for everyone who wants to enjoy it."
Let’s hope they are able to continue with the tradition.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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A Mother’s Dilemma! Pt.2 - Steph Chappell
The sun was shining as we collected Toby and Tania from their house which brightened the mood if not
calmed the nerves. We’d decided to make the most of a day out so left in plenty of time to enjoy a
hearty breakfast at the Super Sausage in Potterspury. Highly recommended I must say; any breakfast
that accompanies a huge mug of coffee that the Hulk would be proud of gets my vote!
It’s about a 1 hour 20 minute drive up to Ratby and having plenty of time took the scenic route up the A5
before a quick few junctions on the M1. We were quite proud we only took one wrong turn in the village
of Ratby which angered George the Sat Nav but was easily rectified, and we arrived at the bandroom with
half hour to spare.
We were welcomed and advised that they were running ahead of schedule. A warm up room was found
for Adam whilst Tania and I enjoyed a hot drink to calm our nerves.
There were two adjudicators on the day who had split the audition list into cornet players and all other
instrumentalists. There were 10 cornet players auditioning and 2 percussionists amongst the ‘others’.
The previously mentioned John Maines was to audition Toby whilst Mark Wilkinson would audition
Adam. Mark Wilkinson was a Principal Cornet of the National Youth Brass Band of GB and is currently a
soloist and Band Manager of Championship Fodens Brass Band.
Whilst Adam was warming up Toby was invited to set up his percussion instruments and start his
audition. Toby had been asked to be prepared to play 2 pieces of music Symphony of Marches by Gilbert
Vinter and Connotations by Edward Gregson. These are both extremely challenging pieces and Toby had
worked very hard to be audition ready.
Tania and I had to sit outside the audition rooms as parents are not allowed to be inside whilst auditions
are progressing - equally a good and a bad experience for a parent I’m sure you will agree. From the little
we could hear Toby sounded amazing. The percussion auditions are set up slightly different that the
brass auditions but equal in difficulty. Toby also chose to play Strive to be Happy by Ivan Trevino to show
off his amazing skills. Afterwards Toby said “Overall, I found the audition to be very enjoyable and while I
felt nervous going into it I am glad that I did it.”
Adam had been asked to choose from 3 pieces of music, all Section 1 and Championship level pieces, and
had chosen to play Variations on a Welsh Theme by Peter Kneale. Adam also had to know all Grade 8
level scales and be expected to play a piece of music from sight to a good standard. Adam had worked
hard on the solo, with invaluable help from Dave Wilson, in the lead up the audition. The solo went very
well in Adam’s opinion and again from what Tania and I heard sat outside sounded lovely. Scales were
OK and not too challenging. The sight reading however was not good. Adam was given a piece of music
to play which had a 4 sharps key signature with double sharps and accidentals throughout. Even Mark
Wilkinson apologised that Adam had to play it on Soprano Cornet where pitching would be problem. It
didn’t go well and at that point Adam felt he had failed. “I was pleased with my solo and relieved with
the scales choice but when I saw the sight reading I knew it would be a problem. Pitching on the Soprano
of the sharps was very hard. I gave it a good go though and did my best.”
After the audition all players were invited to attend a masterclass and make up a scratch band. There
were all levels of players and both John Maines and Mark Wilkinson demonstrated the benefits of hymn
tunes, breathing and posture whilst the scratch band played from the red hymn book.
Toby has received a letter confirming he has met the standard and is now patiently waiting to hear if
there is a place for him on the 2017 courses. We are over the moon for him and keeping everything
crossed.
Adam didn’t meet the standard on this occasion which didn’t come as a surprise to him. The feedback
we’ve now received is that his playing standard is very good but overall the sight reading let him down.
He’s been invited to audition again but doesn’t seem to bothered. The first thing he said was “now I can
go on the trip to Europe with my friends in the summer and not worry about missing Youth Brass”.
No matter the outcome I’m very proud of Adam for trying and accepting the result in his stride. I join
Tania in being extremely proud of Toby on his achievement and the wonderful future he has ahead of
him.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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All Our Yesterdays
These fascinating images were posted on a local Facebook page by Tony Hart who was a member of the
Band during the 1970s. They are of a greetings card sent out by the Band thanking people for their
patronage and asking for permission to play music at their residence.

Interestingly the same two members named on the card appear in the following article from the archives
of the Northampton Mercury dated 28th December 1951.

BUCKS VIVID MEMORIES OF FESTIVAL YEAR
In the memories of North Bucks people two things probably stand out more vividly than
the other events of the past year, and those two are shared with thousands of others
throughout the country—the Festival of Britain and the general election. Bradwell
Band, with proud record of service to charities, celebrated their jubilee of 50 years, and
among those present at a dinner were the conductor, Mr. E. Johnson, who was a founder
and had been conductor for the past 41 years, and the secretary, Mr. W. O. Walters, who
joined a few months after its formation and who has held his office 36 years.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Christmas Fun

Just for fun!
Name the Christmas Carols and Songs described in each riddle.
1. Oh, member of the round table with missing areas
2. Boulder of the tinkling metal spheres
3. Vehicular homicide was committed on Dad's mom by a
precipitous darling
4. Wanted in December: top forward incisors
5. Parent was observed osculating a red-coated unshaven teamster
6. The lad is a diminutive percussionist
7. Sir Lancelot with laryngitis
8. Decorate the entryways
9. Cup-shaped instruments fashioned of a whitish metallic element
10. Oh small Israel urban centre
11. Far off in a hay bin
12. We are Kong, Lear, and Nat Cole
13. Duodecimal enumeration of the passage of the yuletide season
14. Leave and broadcast from an elevation
15. Our fervent hope is that you thoroughly enjoy your yuletide
season
16. Listen, the winged heavenly messengers are proclaiming
tunefully
17. As the guardians of the woolly animals protected their charges
in the dark hours
18. I beheld a trio of nautical vessels moving in this direction
19. Jubilation to the entire terrestrial globe
20. Do you perceive the same vibrations which stimulate my
auditory sense organ?

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Future Engagements

We need collectors for the dates in red. Please ask family or friends if they are prepared to
help but let Robin know in advance or we could end up with too many!

DECEMBER
Thursday 1st December

Two Mile Ash School Concert Stantonbury Theatre

7:30pm

Saturday 3rd December

St James Christmas Tree Festival

2:00pm-3:00pm

Monday 5th December

Bradwell WI Christmas Concert

7.30pm

Friday 9th December

Conniburrow Carols

6:00pm

Saturday 10th December

Dovecote Care Home *Small group

2:30pm

Newport Pagnell Singers

7.30pm

Sunday 11th December

Tesco

TBC - All Day
Split in to two sessions

Tuesday 13th December

Street Carolling - Bradville

7:00pm TBC

Friday 16th December

Wolverton House (Provisional booking)
*Small group only

7:00pm-9:00pm

Saturday 17th December

Christmas Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

Sunday 18th December

Christmas Concert - Stantonbury WMC

7.45pm

Tuesday 20th December

Street Carolling - New Bradwell

7:00pm TBC

Friday 23rd December

Tesco Carolling

7:00pm-9:00pm TBC

Saturday 24th December

Street Carolling - New Bradwell

7:00pm

Sunday 25th December

Christmas Carolling - New Bradwell

6:00am

“

Playing members are asked to arrive at least 30 minutes before the start time shown for the performance.
If you are not going to be available for any of these engagements it is essential that you let Robin or Sam know as soon as
possible and also advise your section leader. We will arrange for deputy players so you must leave your music folder or
make arrangements for it to be collected from you.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts
Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

-

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

md@bradwellband.co.uk

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.cc23@gmail.com

Webmaster:

Fraser Cousins

fras@sky.com

Quartermaster

Martin Oliver

-

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

HELP BRADWELL SILVER BAND WITH EASYFUNDRAISING
Do you shop online? Do it through easyfundraising and the Bradwell Silver Band will
receive a free donation every time you shop. You don’t pay anything extra!
How it works. Let’s say you want to buy a book from Amazon, Instead of going to
amazon.co.uk you go to easyfundraising.org.uk first or use the easyfundraising toolbar.
You click through the easyfundraising website through to Amazon to make your
purchase. The price of the book is exactly the same as it would be if you’d visited
Amazon directly.
When the purchase has been completed Amazon will make a donation as a thank you
for shopping with them. Easyfundraising collect these donations and pass them on to
the Band and it costs you nothing! You could start shopping now with over 2,700
retailers and top names such as Amazon, John Lewis, Argos, M&S, Next, Tesco and
loads more!
Sign up today! http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/bradwellsilverband

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Player List

Playing Positions
Principal Cornet:

Julia Hollis

Solo Cornets:

Jess Gunn
Orla Howell
Tim Sell

Soprano Cornet:

Adam Chappell

Repiano Cornet:

Sam Lawrie

2nd Cornet:

Tania Dytrych
Daniel Gaylor

3rd Cornet:

Alison Drury
Adam Hird

Flugel Horn:

Karen Wilson

Solo Horn:

Keith Jones

1st Horn:

Louis Wilson

2nd Horn:

Steph Chappell

1st Baritone:

Maria Belton

2nd Baritone:

Martin Oliver

Solo Euphonium:

Fraser Cousins

Euphonium

Lucy Bedford

1st Trombone:

John Lee

2nd Trombone:

Jemma Day
Evan Lovell

Bass Trombone:

Luca Ianotta
Ben Mirfin

Eb Basses:

Luke Colvin
Luke Wilson
Jennifer Avery

BBb Bass:

Robin Allen
David Sanderson

Percussion

Toby Dytrych
James Lawrie
Stephen Osborne

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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