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Apologies for the delay in getting this issue out to you all. My
son has been poorly, but is much better now. Thank you to
those who contacted me offering well wishes. It was very kind
of you.
As you know, December is always a busy time for the Bradwell
Silver Band and reports on all the engagements undertaken
follow. This is the main revenue earning period of the year for
the Band and we are extremely grateful to the all those who
contributed towards our funds.
As editor of the newsletter, I have to say I was disappointed
that I did not receive a single entry for the competition set in
last month’s Bugle. I deliberately kept it easy hoping that
people would be tempted to enter and win something for
nothing.
So in this day of instant news, views and comments via
Facebook, Twitter and other social media, it makes me think
that perhaps sending out a monthly newsletter is becoming a
thing of the past. Maybe you are swamped with the number of
e-Mails you receive and don’t have the time or inclination to
read them all.
Anyway, I’ll carry on sending it out for the time being but I
would be interested in any comments you may have regarding
the best way for you to receive information about the Band.

Sarah-Jayne
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Notes From The M.D.
Christmas is a very rewarding time for the Band both musically and financially. We are very lucky how
well the Band is run during the year but it requires extra effort at Christmas and for that reason the
following thanks are due:
To Robin for making sure we are always in the correct place at the correct time. Also to him and everyone
who helps load and unload the trailer. I don’t know how we would cope without the use of the Trailer.
To Steph for producing posters and programmes for St James as well as programme info for TMA and
Newport Singers Concerts on top of her normal PR work.
To Karen for dealing with all the cash, counting, banking and promptly informing us all.
To our collectors who as well as knocking on doors are the face of Band and always willing to pass on our
History and traditions.
To the Development Band and their tutors who added so much to our St James Concert with their
wonderful performance.
To Keith for looking after the Band when my leg injury stops me attending some of the street carolling.
All of this hard work would though be worthless without the dedication and commitment of the players.
This year you have brought joy and happiness to many many people. The high standard of playing has
been excellent and noted by many. Can I thank you all and hope you have had a wonderful Christmas and
New Year with your families.
It was fantastic to hear Tug, Karen, Steph and Luke playing on Three Counties Radio on Christmas Eve.
2019 promises to be another exciting year with early contests at Oxford and Stevenage followed by a
variety of regular and new engagements.

Brian
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Engagement Report
Sunday 2nd December
Angels At The Abbey
A group comprising Tug, Karen, Keith, Fraser, Ben, Evan, Luke Colvin and Marc played at an event
organised by the Milton Keynes City Discovery Centre at Bradwell Abbey. The Band had been due to
appear here last December but heavy snow caused the event to be cancelled. The publicity this year
invited people to come along and browse a range of quality stalls in a magical medieval atmosphere with
carolling throughout the day, festive refreshments and arts and crafts activities for children.
In addition to the Band the organisers had also invited a group specialising in medieval and early Tudor
music. They had travelled up from Gloucestershire and dressed in authentic looking period costumes they
performed on a range of instruments of the type that would have been used during that time. Also in
attendance were the choir from a local school and the Diamond School of Performing Arts who presented
their songs on the stage inside the Cruck Barn.
The group from the Band performed two thirty minute outdoor sessions with music used from the
Christmas folders, red carol books and several item from the Development Group’s library. It was a dull
but mostly dry day with the first drops of rain falling as we played our final tune. The event was not as
well attended as the organisers would have liked. Apparently the roadside banners and signs close to the
event had been taken down which meant that it was not as well advertised locally as they had intended.
Nonetheless those who were there seemed to enjoy themselves and we received the following message
from the event organiser.
“I want to thank you all for coming to our event on Sunday 2nd December.
The Band was a great addition to the event and was lovely way to spread a Christmassy atmosphere.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wednesday 5th December
Concert With Two Mile Ash School Choir
Denbigh School
Bradwell Silver Band’s first Christmas Concert of 2018 was with Harmonize, the Choir from Two Mile Ash
School. This annual collaboration of Band and Choir has taken place for many years but tonight saw us
performing at a new venue. Traditionally this has been held at the Stantonbury Theatre but apparently
they have implemented a new policy which means groups are unable to book the theatre for just one day
during the month of December. So Denbigh School was our destination tonight and once you could find
your way in to the hall where the concert was to be held it actually proved to be a good alternative
venue. Although not as big as Stantonbury there was plenty of floor space for the Band to be seated
behind the choir with the audience in tiered seating.
The evening began with the Band under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech accompanying the
choir in “Merry Christmas Everybody”. This ever popular festive song was first released by the British rock
Band Slade in 1973 and went on to be that year’s UK Christmas number one, beating Wizzard's "I Wish It
Could Be Christmas Everyday" who could only manage to reach number four.
The Choir under their Musical Director Emily Marshall sang the first of their featured items with “Santa’s
Coming To Us”. A modern lively song written by Sia and Greg Kurstin, it was released on 30 October 2017
as the lead single from Sia's first Christmas album, Everyday Is Christmas. The music video for this song
was released on 22 November 2017 and starred Kristen Bell hosting a Christmas party. (No, I didn’t really
know any of this but thought it worth a Google!)
The Band’s first solo item was the up tempo arrangement of “For Unto Us” from The Messiah composed
by George Frideric Handel in 1741. The words set to this music are taken from Isaiah 9-6 and tell the story
of Christmas. The words "and the government shall be upon his shoulders" appears in dotted rhythm,
culminating in the names "Wonderful", "Counsellor", "The Mighty God", "The Everlasting Father", "The
Prince of Peace".
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
The choir sang the traditional “Sussex Carol” which is also known by its first line "On Christmas night all
Christians sing" Then accompanied by the Band they continued with “Christmas Candle” with the words
set to a short but lively Russian folk tune.
The Band’s soloist this evening was Tug with the David Essex hit “A Winter’s Tale”. Firmly associated with
the festive season there is actually no mention of Christmas in the lyrics but as snow does get one that’s
probably good enough. Tug gave us an expressive rendition which the audience and choir really enjoyed.
The choir performed “Together At Christmas” and then with the Band the technically challenging “It Feels
Like Christmas”, a song featured in the Muppet Christmas Carol which was a 1992 film based on Charles
Dickens's A Christmas Carol. In the film it is sung by the Ghost of Christmas Present to Scrooge (played by
Michael Caine) and the words of the song give examples of the different sounds, smells, sensations, and
emotions which embody the joys of Christmas. The difficulty of this song is in the number of key changes
but these were all dealt with very confidently.
A traditional rendition of “Away In A Manger” was next with some nicely controlled accompaniment from
the Band. The final item of the first half was the Band playing “Rocking Around The Christmas Tree”.
There followed an interval and then the second half opened with Band and Choir together with “When
Children Rule The World” which featured in the musical Whistle Down the Wind composed by Andrew
Lloyd Webber and based on the 1961 film, whose source novel was written by Mary Hayley Bell.
The Choir sang “Holly Jolly Christmas” a song written by Johnny Marks and most famously performed
by Burl Ives. With a nice easy going swing rhythm members of the Band swayed gently from side to side
to providing a moving backdrop. This was followed by “Somewhere Only We Know” a song composed
and performed by English alternative rock Band Keane. The single became one of the biggest hits of 2004
and gained a new lease of life in 2013 when it was covered by Lily Allen for a John Lewis Christmas advert.
Karen is featured on flugel horn throughout this piece and her lovely tone and perfect phrasing blended
in really well with the voices for an excellent rendition.
The Band then played “I Believe In Father Christmas” a song by Greg Lake (a member of Emerson, Lake &
Palmer), with lyrics by Peter Sinfield. Although now firmly accepted as being a Christmas song this was
not the intention of the composer who is said to have written the song as a protest against the
commercialisation of the season. In between verses can be heard snatches of Troika from Prokovief’s
suite Lieutenant Kijé.
The choir sang "Winter Wonderland" popularly regarded as a Christmas song, written in 1934 by Felix
Bernard (music) and Richard B. Smith (lyricist). Through the decades it has been recorded by over 200
different artists. Again the Band swayed from side to side, mostly in time to the music!
Then it was the audience’s turn to have a bit of exercise with the perennial favourite “Schneewaltzer”.
There was a brief encore to allow a chance for some of those who hadn’t joined in the first time to get
involved. The Choir’s final solo item was “Shepherd’s Song” before combining again with the Band for the
finale of “Jingle Bells”, “Rudolf The Red Nosed Reindeer” and of course “We Wish You A Merry
Christmas”.
There were words of thanks from the school’s Head Teacher who said what an excellent experience it is
for the choir to have the opportunity to perform with the Band. (I would say it is our privilege to play with
the choir at such a well organised event and in front of an almost full capacity audience, many of whom
would not normally choose to attend a brass Band concert). There were some presentations to the Band
and to the choir’s Musical Director and the evening drew a close with the Band playing “Jingle Bells” as
the choir left the stage.
This concert has been a particular favourite of mine over the years as it neatly combines the sound of a
brass Band with the sound of children’s voices. The choir’s choice of music had been a great mixture of
the old and the new and their enthusiasm shone through in their performance. Long may this
collaboration continue.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
Saturday 8th December
Carols & Brass
Newport Pagnell
Tonight the Bradwell Silver Band were guest performers at the Newport Pagnell Singers 2018 Christmas
Concert held in the historic Parish Church of St. Peter and St. Paul. After words of welcome the evening
began with a Fanfare leading into the opening congregational Carol “O Come All Ye Faithful”. The choir
under the leadership of their Musical Director Roger Windmill and accompanied by Ed Tomlinson then
presented three items, Martin Shaw’s ‘Fanfare For Christmas Day,’ Harold Darke’s version of ‘In The Bleak
Mid-Winter” and Mack Wilberg’s “Christmas Is Coming”.
The second Carol was “It Came upon the midnight clear”, the music composed by Arthur Sullivan with an
added descant in the final verse by David Willcocks. The Band led by Musical Director Brian Keech then
performed the first of their featured items with “Merry Christmas Everybody “followed by the cornet solo
“A Winter’s Tale” which featured David Wilson.
As a contrast to the musical items there followed several humorous Christmas themed readings from
Richard Duncombe. The choir then sang the lovely Berlioz Carol “The Shepherd’s Farewell”.
The Band performed “For Unto Us” which is from Handel’s Messiah but in a very modern and up tempo
style and then the last item of the first half “Schneewalzer” in which the choir join in with the singing of
the chorus.
After an interval the raffle draw was announced and the second half opened with Band, Choir and
audience combining for “Once In Royal David’s City”. The Band played “Ding Dong Christmas” which is
arranged in the style of ‘Floral Dance’.
The choir sang “The Music’s Always There” the first of two John Rutter compositions to be heard this
evening. Rutter is known as Mr Christmas and is the most celebrated and commercially successful carolcomposer alive. In this charming piece the composer sets his own secular text to music that emphasises
the significance of music and harmony in an ephemeral world. A simple accompaniment figure in the
piano provides the backdrop to alternating unison and polyphonic verses that manage to capture both
nostalgia for what was and optimism for what is to come.
The choir followed this with “Sancta Maria” which was sung in Latin. This was written in 1777 by
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart as an act of Consecration to Blessed Virgin Mary. Then Roger Windmill
conducted both Band and choir for the second of John Rutter’s pieces “Shepherd’s Pipe Song”.
Richard Duncombe returned with another humorous item about a Yorkshire man hearing Handel’s
Messiah for the first time. It would probably be true to say that it required some knowledge of the words
and music to appreciate all of the humour but certainly the choir and most of the Band enjoyed the
reading.
The Band’s last featured item was “Rocking Around The Christmas Tree” after which there were words of
thanks from the Vice Chairman of the Newport Pagnell Town Council. She thanked the choir and the Band
for an enjoyable evening of music and the people of Newport Pagnell for supporting the event so well.
There was also appreciation expressed for the work done by the Friends of Willen Hospice who are the
choir’s nominated charity of the year.
The final carol “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” was conducted by Roger Windmill, followed by a fanfare
which led directly into the rousing “Hallelujah Chorus”. The evening was completed with “We Wish You A
Merry Christmas”.
It had been an entertaining evening and with just one brief run through with the choir prior to the start of
the concert had gone very well. There were some very nice comments received afterwards. We were
very grateful for the playing support on the front row of cornets from Sara Stokes Cawte of Olney Brass.
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Engagement Report
Sunday 9th December
Carol Service
Church of The Holy Cross
This afternoon an ensemble of thirteen players under the baton of Musical Director Brian Keech took part
in a lively Carol Service at The Church of the Holy Cross on Two Mile Ash. This is a modern building in the
heart of the local community and used by many local groups during the week in addition to the regular
church services. The service was to follow the traditional style with carols alternating with readings from
the Bible as well as individual items from the Band. After a welcome to everybody and an opening prayer
by the lead minister the Reverend Adedayo Adebiyi, the first Carol was “Hark The Herald Angels Sing”.
With the words projected on to two big screens above the Band it was nice to hear such enthusiastic
singing from a congregation that included many children. After a reading the Band played “It Feels Like
Christmas”. After the next reading the congregation sang “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”. The next Band
solo item was “Schneewalzer” and the congregation soon got into this with the swaying from side to side
and standing up. This was followed by the “Calypso Carol” with four verses sung with great gusto. After
the next reading the children of the Church present two delightful songs, “The Twelve Days Of Christmas”
and “Oh Christmas Tree”.
The Band and congregation then joined together for “While shepherds Watched Their Flocks” followed
by another reading and then the carol “Ding dong merrily on high”. For their final featured item the Band
played “Merry Christmas Everybody”.
After some prayers and thanks to the Band and congregation for attending an enjoyable service, the last
carol sung today was “O come all ye faithful” and the final item was “ We you a merry Christmas”.
It had been a thoroughly enjoyable Carol Service with great congregational singing. It was a pleasure for
the Band to be part of their build up to Christmas. Refreshments were served and some lovely comments
made about the Band’s involvement during the service. They definitely want us back again next year!

The following message was received from the Minister:
“Just a quick note say THANK YOU for the fantastic performance on Sunday, the feedback has been
overwhelmingly positive by those that attended. I also want to appreciate the Band’s kind gesture of
waiving the performance fees, this was totally unexpected and we are indeed very grateful for this - the
church will be donating the money on behalf of the Band to the Winter Night Shelter which I’m very sure
will go a long way towards support for the wonderful work they are doing.
Please extend my gratitude to the rest of the Band. “

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
Saturday December 15th
St. James Christmas Concert
Tonight we were in the familiar surroundings of the Parish Church for our annual Christmas Concert. Over
the past few years this has become a really well attended concert with extra chairs having to be found to
seat all of the audience. Under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech the concert began with
“Merry Christmas Everybody” followed by the first of two soloists tonight, Tug with another excellent
rendition of “A Winter’s Tale”.
Next up was “ For Unto Us” and “I Believe In Father Christmas” before the usual tenor horn section of
Keith, Steph and Peter were joined by Louis who was home from university for Christmas in the feature
“It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year”. The audience were invited to join in with the singing of
three familiar carols, “The Holly and the Ivy”, “Silent Night” and “We Three Kings”. The Band then
performed “Carol Of The Bells”, “The Snowman” and to finish off the first half “Rocking Around The
Christmas Tree”.
During the interval refreshments were available and the second half of the concert began with a
performance by the Bradwell Silver Band Development Group led by their musical director Keith Jones.
Just prior to their playing Brian announced that the Wavendon Foundation has made a grant of £3,000.00
to the Band’s Development Group to be used for purchasing new instruments and equipment. The
Wavendon Foundation was founded by Sir John Dankworth and Dame Cleo Laine in 2000 to provide
financial assistance to organisations and individuals engaged in the various branches of the performing
arts. We were delighted to have in tonight’s audience two guests from the Wavendon Foundation,
Gordon Silver who is the Treasurer and a Trustee (and also of the National Youth Jazz Orchestra) and Julia
Wilson who is the secretary. Both were given the warmest of welcomes and were asked to convey the
Band’s grateful thanks to the other trustees of the Foundation for making such a generous grant.
The first item of the Development Group’s short but entertaining programme was “Jingle Bells Boogie”
which is based on one of the best known and most commonly sung American songs in the world. First
published in 1857 under the title "One Horse Open Sleigh", it was originally intended for the Thanksgiving
Season but soon became popular as a Christmas song.
The group likes to give the younger members the chance to introduce the items and tonight’s announcer
was Megan. She said that as Christmas Day is celebrated all around the world we were aiming to give a
taste of this by featuring music from five different countries. Having been to the U.S.A the next piece was
the English Carol, “In The Bleak Mid Winter”. Based on a poem written by Christina Rossetti and first
published in 1872, it was set to music by Gustav Holst who named his tune ‘Cranham’. The arrangement
used tonight was written as a solo and featured Jayden on baritone. Jayden gave a very confident
performance for his first public solo with the Band.
Megan in her introduction to the next piece explained that the group is being taught to play music in
many different styles and that it is good to experience music from other countries. “issay Issay” is a lively
piece based on an Ethiopian Christmas Song which has become a popular choice at this time of year with
choral groups and the title translates as "Hear ye, hear ye”.
We then travelled back in time to Medieval Europe for “Gaudete” which is one of the oldest known
Carols and dates back to the 15th century. As with all sacred tunes of the time, the words were written in
Latin and the title of the tune translates as “Rejoice”.
For the final item in the musical journey the group took us somewhere that is probably a lot warmer than
here at this time of year, the West Indies! “Merry Christmas Calypso” includes two well known Christmas
songs, “We Wish You A Merry Christmas” and “Ding Dong Merrily On High” in the style of a
Calypso which is a style of music that originated in Trinidad and Tobago during the 19th century and
eventually spread to the rest of Caribbean.
The piece ended with the group standing up to play the last few bars and then turning to acknowledge
the prolonged applause. It had been another excellent effort by the Development Group who gain
valuable experience every time they perform in public.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
Megan excelled as the group’s compere for this evening and a special mention goes to the two newest
members of the group, Ben Pritchard on cornet and Amelie on flugel horn and percussion who were both
making their playing debuts.
The results of the raffle were announced as the senior Band returned to their seats and the concert
continued with “All I Want For Christmas Is You”. Our second featured soloist this evening was principle
euphonium player Fraser Cousins with a lovely interpretation of the classic “Lonely This Christmas”. This
was followed by “Ding Dong Christmas” and then the audience were invited to take part in the singing of
three more Christmas Carols, ’Once In Royals David’s City”, ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’ and ’While
Shepherd’s Watched’.
The Band continued the programme with John Lee’s “I Saw Three Merry Gentlemen” which cleverly
combines the two Christmas Carols ‘I Saw Three Ships Come Sailing In’ and ‘God Rest Ye Merry
Gentlemen’ before the audience joined in enthusiastically with “Schneewalzer”.
The final item of the published programme was “Christmas Swingalong” which is a medley of three well
known songs “Walking In A Winter Wonderland”, “All I Want For Christmas Is My Two Front Teeth” and
“Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas”.
There were words of thanks on behalf of the Church from Graham Crisp and as an encore the Band
played “Rudolf The Red Nosed Reindeer” before finishing off the evening with “We Wish You A Merry
Christmas”.
It had been a good concert enjoyed by a near capacity audience. The proceeds of this evening are split
equally between the Band and the Church. Many thanks to those who helped on the door and in the
selling of raffle tickets.
“Had a great night singing carols and listening to The Bradwell Silver Band. Thanks!”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sunday 16th December
Stantonbury Sports and Social Club

Tonight for our final indoor concert of the year we were in the Side Club in New Bradwell for another long
established engagement for the Bradwell Silver Band. The proper title is the Stantonbury Sports and
Social Club but those of us of a certain age will probably always refer to it as the Side Club. It was one of
two working men’s clubs that used to be in New Bradwell, the other being the Progressive Club in
Newport Road whose building is now the home of the Milton Keynes Dance Centre.
It is some 43 years since my first Christmas Concert here. In those days smoking was allowed in public
places and my lasting memory is that the air in the concert room was incredibly thick with smoke from
cigarettes, pipes and being the festive season cigars. This didn’t detract from the great atmosphere that
was generated by the audience eagerly awaiting their customary build-up to Christmas but I can still
remember that the smell of smoke lingered on uniforms for ages afterwards not to mention the sore
throat. Just playing a concert in those surroundings was probably equivalent to smoking forty cigarettes!
Fortunately that is one thing that is different today but the shape and layout of the building is still the
same. The Club has recently completed some much needed refurbishment and there was a large
audience of mainly family groups gathered to hear the Band. There were probably not as many people
there tonight as usual and certainly a decline in the numbers of small children. The concert usually takes
place on the last Sunday before Christmas Day but it was a week earlier this year and with the following
day being a normal school day I suspect quite a few of the regulars decided not to attend.
Under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech we used mostly the same music as played in St.
James on the previous evening and the Carols sung were “Joy To The World”, “The Holly And The Ivy”,
“Silent Night”, “Once In Royal David’s City”, “We Three Kings”, “O Little Town of Bethlehem”, “O Come All
Ye Faithful” and “While Shepherd’s Watched Their Flocks”. There was of course the usual appearance
from Father Christmas and his good lady. It was a good concert with excellent solos from Tug and Fraser.
The audience were very attentive tonight and their singing of the carols was probably the best I have
heard in the many years of doing this concert.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
We thank guest players Jack and Emily. As Brian explained to the audience, there is a history of strong
family ties within Bradwell Band’s playing membership. Tonight we probably had a new record with six
members of the same family playing on stage at the same time! Tug and Karen were joined by sons Luke,
Jack and Louis and the newest member of the Wilson clan Emily, who earlier this year married Jack.
As has become something of a tradition, Jack and Tug entertained the audience on their Post Horns after
the concert had ended and this year were joined by Luke on Eb Bass for a feature much appreciated by
the audience. Clips available on Facebook if you didn’t catch the performance!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Wednesday 19th December
New Bradwell Street Carolling
Originally scheduled for the previous evening, the forecast of heavy rain led to an early decision to
postpone it until tonight. As it turned out this call turned out to be an excellent one as the rain fell heavily
during the time we were due to have been making our way around the streets. So on a drier but chilly
evening those playing members that were available met at the school to begin this year’s tour around the
streets of New Bradwell. We had fourteen players led by Keith and they maintained a high standard and
well balanced sound all evening.
We started our playing in Spencer Street where we received a warm welcome. We then moved on to
School Street followed by stops in the High Street, North Street, Thompson Street, Harwood Street and
Chipperfield Close. There was a long walk from there to the eastern end of Newport Road opposite St.
Peter’s Way and back towards the school. Once again we were delighted to be offered a full range of
festive food and drinks where a huge number of people had gathered for a party especially organised to
hear the Band play. Our thanks go to Paula for arranging this and for her generous hospitality. From
there we moved along to the corner of Wooton Court and our final stop was by the Cuba. We made good
progress to finish slightly ahead of schedule and thank our collectors Karen, Chey, Nicola and Doug. We
thank Jack and Emily for playing help and special mention to Karen Evans from the Development Group
who was making her debut playing with the senior Band.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thursday 20th December
Bradville Street Carolling
It was a cold and slightly damp evening as we met at the junction of Stanton Avenue and Bradwell Road
for the second of our three street carolling evenings. We had 17 players led by Keith and with six
collectors we were able to cover the largest area of Bradville that we have managed for a long time. We
began playing in Bradwell Road and made stops in Althorpe Crescent, Edwards Croft, Stanton Avenue,
Abbey Way and Bradvue Crescent and the whole length of Mercers Drive and still managed to finish
playing before the 9:00 p.m. deadline. Again there was some fine playing and lots of people coming to
their doors to listen as we made our way round.
Our collectors for this evening were Peter our president, Penny, Doug, Nicola, Chey and John. We are
extremely grateful to them for giving up their evening at such a busy time of the year to help raise funds
for the Band.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
Friday 21st December
White Hart, Sherington
A new venture for the Band saw a group of 12 players selected from those who had made themselves
available and led by Brian travel to the village of Sherington just outside of Newport Pagnell. We were
playing in the car park of the White Hart which is a privately owned Public House dating back to 1741.We
were playing outside in the courtyard where a wood burning incinerator was roaring away. We played a
selection of carols and Christmas Tunes from our red books and despite being a cold night a lot of people
gathered to listen to at least part of the performance. They even had a snow machine which was spraying
small lumps of ice into the air to add to the smoke and embers. It confused one of our players who
thought it was actually snowing but added that it was too mild for it to settle! Our Chairman Peter knows
the village well and was invited by the Landlord to go inside to make a collection from the patrons. The
response was excellent and made the evening worthwhile. We played for sixty minutes before heading
home. We thank Robin for providing lighting. It was nice to have John Lee with us this evening who had
been staying in Milton Keynes before heading home in Lincolnshire for Christmas.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 22nd December
Stony Stratford High Street
The Band was today playing in the High Street of the historic town of Stony Stratford. As this was the
usual marathon session of playing Musical Director Brian Keech had split the Band into two groups based
on availability on this last Saturday before Christmas. The playing started at 10:00 and created a lot of
interest from the people who were out and about busily shopping before the festivities commence. We
played from the red carol books with a mixture of traditional carols and songs along with some of the less
familiar. We had a request to play the favourite carol of the Salvation Army member who normally is in
the High Street on Saturdays. He was not well today but his wife asked us to play “Softly The Night Is
Sleeping” and let him listen via her mobile phone.
The change of shift in some players took place and led by Keith and continued to playing until just before
2:00 p.m. by which time there were noticeably fewer shoppers about.
We were very pleased to have playing with us Jack, Emily and Louis. It was also nice to have Lisa back
with us for a few hours and Karen from the Development Group who was making her second carolling
appearance. The collectors really did us proud and we owe them thanks for giving up their time. We had
Peter in festive garb, Julian, Chey, Nicola, Doug and Liz. Although not as much as last year, the amount
collected was amazing and we thank the good people of Stony Stratford for their generosity and support.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Monday 24th December
New Bradwell Street Carolling
A group of sixteen players led by Brian met at the school for the traditional Christmas Eve tour around
the streets of New Bradwell. On a dry but very cold evening we started in Bounty Street and weaved our
way along Queen Anne Street, King Edward Street, St. James Street, St. Mary Street, Church Street,
Newport Road, Wood Street, Caledonian Road and Wallace Street. We had a good number of collectors
and thus ensured swift progress. There were many groups of people out in the streets to listen to the
Band in the final countdown to Christmas Day and it helped create a wonderful atmosphere. We were
served with mulled wine and sweets at one of the houses on the Newport Road. Many thanks to our
splendid collectors, Peter, Nicola, Doug and Chey- you were absolute stars! We were indebted to Emily
for her playing support this evening. It was another fantastic carolling collection and we were so
amazingly received by all the locals making it really worthwhile.
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Engagement Report
Tuesday 25th December
Christmas Day Tour of the Streets
A cold and frosty Christmas morning saw the Band meet at the Clock Tower to continue the oldest
tradition started in 1901 of playing carols around the streets of New Bradwell. We had a group of 26
players led by Brian to start off at 6:00 a.m. with “joy To The World” and “Christians Awake” at the
junction of Caledonian Road and Wallace Street. We had lots of people looking out of windows and
standing in their doorways to wish us a Merry Christmas. We also had a number of listeners on foot who
followed us as we made our away around Wood Street, Queen Anne Street, St. Mary Street, St. Giles
Street, King Edward Street, Bounty Street, School Street, High Street, North Street, Thompson Street,
Harwood Street and Chipperfield Close where Fraser’s Dad came out with a tray of drinks to help us on
our way. For the first time anyone can remember we stopped to play in Melbourne Terrace just past the
old railway station. We had received a request when we were out carolling the other evening to play
outside the home of an elderly lady who is unable to leave her house but had said how much she would
like to hear the Band on Christmas morning. The reception we got in this little street was really nice. We
continued along Bradwell Road, Stanton Avenue, Althorpe Crescent and ended up in Bradvue Crescent
where we were delighted to play for a group of youngsters who had been eagerly awaiting our arrival.
At our final stop in Bradvue Crescent there were further drinks and food ready for us from a generous
local resident who always looks forward to the Band playing outside his house. All that was left for the
Banding year was the long walk down the hill to where we had left the cars; I suppose we’ll get in right
one year!
We were joined today by guest players Jack, Emily, Louis, Tim, Joe and Adam Chappell.
There are a number of video clips and photographs of the Band playing around the streets on the
Facebook page of “I Grew Up In New/Old Bradwell”. We should be proud to be able to play our part in
helping to maintain this long standing tradition which is so greatly appreciated by the local inhabitants.
No doubt we’ll do it all again next year!

“Love waking up Christmas morning to the sound of the Silver band, thank you And Merry Christmas to
you all xx”
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(as you have never heard it!)

As mentioned in the report on the concert with the Newport Pagnell Singers , there was a humorous
reading about a Yorkshireman hearing the Messiah for the very first time. This is the full story.
Many of us are familiar with the words and music of the great Oratorio but Bill Jones of Golcar, a little
village in the West Riding of Yorkshire, had never been to a performance and he tried to persuade a friend
to go with him to the Huddersfield Town Hall to hear the famous Choral Society, but his friend refused.
“Nay” he said “that sort ‘o music’s nowt in my line. I like a good comic song or a lively jig, but I reckon
nowt to this sacred stuff as they call it. It’s beyond me. An’ another thing – there’ll be none of our sort
there. It’ll be mostly religious folk and swells done up in boiled shirts and wimmen wi’ nowt much on.
Nay, you go by theesen and then you can tell me all about it sometime”. So Bill went by himself.
The next time the old pals met, the following conversation took place. “Well cum on, how did you get on
at Messiah?
“Ee well” said Bill – “It were fair champion. I would’na missed it for al’t tea in China. When I got there,
Town Hall were crowded, it was chock full and I had a job to get a seat, and no wonder, it were all them
singers – they took up half the gallery. There were a chap larkin’ about on the organ. He weren’t playing
anythin’ in particular, just runnin’ his ‘ands up and down as if he was practising. Well after a while a lot of
chaps came in carrying fiddles.
Then…….they brought in the Messiah!
Well – that’s what I took it to be. It were’t biggest instrument on the platform and it were covered in a big
green bag. Any road, they took bag off it and then a bloke rubbed its belly wi’ a stick and you should have
heard it groan. It were summat like the last expiring moments of a dying cow. I were just thinking of
going when a little chap came on, all dolled up in a white waistcoat and wi’ a flower in his buttonhole and
everything went dead quiet. You could have heard a pin drop. He ‘ad a stick in his ‘and and he started
waving it about and all the singers stared at him. I reckon they was wondering what were the matter we
‘im.
Then they started to sing and they hadn’t been going long before they were fighting like cats. I reckon he
should have walloped one or two of them with that stick. First one side said they were King o’ Glory, then
the t’other side said they were, and they went at it hammer and tongs. But it fizzled out, so I’ve no idea
which side won. Then there was a bit of bother about some sheep that was lost. I don’t know who they
belonged to but one lot of singers must have been very fond of mutton ‘cos they kept on singing “All we
like sheep “. I couldn’t help saying to the chap sitting next to me that sheep’s alright in moderation but I
like a bit of beef meself and he looked daggers at me and said “Shush!!” – so I shushed.
Then a bloke stood up and sang by hisself. They must have been his sheep ‘cos he said every mountain
and hill should be made low and I thought they’d be sure to find them. Then the organist started banging,
and the rest of the Band was just as mad, ‘cos the way they were sawing them fiddles I thought they were
going to go through ’em. I bet everyone was glad when that chap sat down.
A lot of wimmen stood up after that and all of ’em looked as is they were well – getting on a bit. Some of
’em must a bin 65 if they were a day. They sang, “Unto us a child is born” and the chaps shouted back
“Wonderful”, and I thought “Wonderful? It’s a blummin miracle”. After that they sobered down a bit, and
sang about a lass called ‘Joyce Greatly’ – I’d never ‘erd of ‘er meself, but the chaps had, ‘cos they all
looked mighty pleased about it.
Then some bloke got up and said he were the King of Kings. Another said HE was, and then blow me, they
all started arguing about it. I were getting a bit fed up when everyone stood up to see what were the
matter and they suddenly shouted “HALLELULAH . . . . It’s going to rain for ever and ever!!’
Well at that I jumped up and made straight for’t door. I’d ‘ad me money’s worth and besides I were
thinking that if it was going to rain for ever and ever I’d better get home before the flood came.
It were a real good do though – you should ‘a come, but ooo……. I do ‘ope they find them sheep.
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Dates For The Diary
Saturday 23rd February Saturday 16th March Saturday 27th April Monday 6th May Sunday 2nd June Saturday 8th June Saturday 13th July Sunday 28th July Saturday 3rd August Sunday 25thAugust Saturday 19th October Saturday 14th December -

Oxford contest
Area contest Stevenage
Spring Concert 7:30pm
New Bradwell Sports Association Fun Day T.B.C.
Big Lunch Stony Stratford T.B.C.
Newport Pagnell vintage day
New Bradwell School Fete T.B.C.
Patronal Service am
Blakesley show
Abington Park
Autumn Concert 7:30pm
Christmas Concert 7:30pm

Please note that the August event at the Blakesley Show is a HUGE event and the one at Abington Park
will involve 3 playing sessions. We need to put on a good performance with a full band for both of these
events. It would be greatly appreciated if you could arrange your summer holiday plans accordingly and
keep these dates free in your diary.
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Deputy Publicity Officer
Newsletter Editor:

Orla Howell
Sarah-Jayne Edwards

Website:

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk
“
sj.cc23@gmail.com
www.bradwellband.co.uk

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.
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