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Hi Everyone!
Welcome to the latest edition of the Band’s monthly newsletter.
The Band has just resumed rehearsals after a two week
summer break following the hectic week-end in July which
saw them performing at the School Carnival, Bradfest and the
Ironbridge Gorge Brass Band Festival. Reports on these follow
as well as details of where they will be performing over the
coming weeks. In this time the Band will be performing at
three more high profile engagements, the Blakesley Show and
on the Bandstands at Abington Park Northampton and
Parsons Close Leighton Buzzard. Let’s hope the weather stays
fine for these events which will bring the Summer Season to a
close all too soon.
Our usual reporter is not going to be at the Blakesley Show so I
am hoping for a volunteer to do a write-up on the engagement.
I look forward to receiving your contribution.
If you are still to go away on holiday I hope you have a great
time!

Sarah-Jayne

Grant from the Wavendon Foundation
The Bradwell Silver Band is absolutely delighted to have been awarded a further grant from the Wavendon
Foundation which allowed the purchase of five new instruments for use by members of our Development
Group. We are extremely grateful for this financial assistance to our organisation which will further our
efforts in the teaching and playing of brass instruments for all those interested in learning to play, not only
from New Bradwell but also the wider North Buckinghamshire area.
With a new intake of players due to take place in September, this grant will ensure we have sufficient
instruments of a suitable standard that we will be able to loan to the successful applicants. Our thanks go to
the Trustees of the Wavendon Foundation for their generosity which we are confident will help ensure the
continuation of the long and proud musical traditions of the Bradwell Silver Band, both in our local
community and beyond.
The new instruments have already been purchased and were used for the first time in public at the Group’s
performance in the New Bradwell School Carnival. We would particularly like to thank the Band’s Treasurer
Karen Wilson for all the hard work she put into applying for the grant and negotiating directly with the
instrument supplier to secure a really good deal. Karen then took delivery of the instruments and with the
help of her family checked that they were in full working order before they were allocated to those
members of the Development Group selected to receive them. Thanks Karen, your efforts are very much
appreciated.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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What’s On?...August
Where to see and hear the Band this month...
Saturday 3rd August - Timings T.B.C
The 2019 show will be the 135th for the Blakesley & District Agricultural
Society . Held at Blakesley Heath Farm, Maidford, NN12 8HN.
The show is a traditional rural show with around 65 showing classes for
cattle and sheep, 70 horse classes and a small section for roots and corn
exhibits together with a gymkhana which is always well supported by
young riders. The show attracts around 3,500 visitors every year.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sunday 25th August - 14:00pm - 17:00pm
Abington Park Bandstand, Northampton
Organised by Northampton Borough Council each year, the Sunday afternoon performances attract
thousands of people to the park, to enjoy the range of family entertainment on offer, between April and
September. Admission free.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

And so you don’t miss it next month...
Sunday 1st September - 15:00pm - 17:00pm
Parsons Close Bandstand, Leighton Buzzard
There is no better way to spend a summer’s afternoon than enjoying live music at a historic bandstand
located in Parson’s Close Recreation Ground. Admission is FREE; just don’t forget to bring a chair. The
Town Council has organised Sunday afternoon band concerts for many years which showcase brass and
silver bands from around the region.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Saturday 29th June
Church Concert - Whittlebury
This evening the Band travelled to the village of Whittlebury which lies just over the Buckinghamshire
border into South Northamptonshire on the A413 road from Buckingham to Towcester. The concert was
held in the Parish Church of St Mary which is sited on a prominent hill crest in the north west part of the
parish. Car parking had been arranged in the adjacent field and access into the Church was easy.
Having played a concert here last year we knew that the layout inside the Church meant we would not be
able to sit in our normal formation. The cornets were set in three rows, and the flugel tucked in at the
end of the euphoniums and baritones. The basses were sat up in two rows up in the choir stalls with the
percussionists tucked away near the back if then Church by the altar. Space was tight and we had to sit
down early as there was no room for an orderly entry. Today had been the hottest day of the year so far
and the decision was taken not to wear uniforms. Musical Director Brian Keech had selected a
programme of music from our current repertoire and we opened the programme with James Curnow’s
“Fanfare and Flourishes” which features in part the well-known Charpentier ‘Te Deum’, a tune most
people would recognise as the theme tune for the Eurovision Song contest.
Our first soloist for the evening was then introduced with David Wilson playing the Daroll Barry
arrangement of “Don't It Make My Brown Eyes Blue". The acoustics in the Church were ideal for Tug’s
lyrical performance which rightly received generous applause. The Band’s next item was “The Greatest
Showman” and our selection included the songs The Greatest Show; Never Enough; A Million Dreams;
This Is Me and From Now On. After this we played the reflective Goff Richard’s composition “Country
Scene” which featured Tug and Fraser in the opening cadenzas and followed by George Allen’s classic
brass band march “The Wizard”.
Our second soloist was Steph Chappell with the tenor horn solo “Misty” arranged by Derek Broadbent.
Steph took full advantage of the acoustics to give another confident performance. Staying with popular
music of the more recent years, we next played "Yesterday Once More", which was a hit song for
the Carpenters in 1973. The final item of the first half was “Keep Smiling Through” which is the medley of
popular songs from the Second World War that includes ‘ The Army, The Navy and the Air Force’; ‘Yours’;
‘Lili Marlene’; ‘The White Cliffs of Dover’; and a swing version of ‘We'll Meet Again’.
There was a break for refreshments and then we returned to our seats. The village’s Grand Draw then
took place with lots of prizes, some of which were won by members of the Band and their families.
We resumed the concert with Alan Fernie’s “Prismatic Light” and the next item was “A Nightingale Sang
In Berkeley Square” which is a romantic British popular song written in 1939 and sung by Forces
Sweetheart Vera Lynn who became a symbol of the British spirit during the dark days of the war.
Then came "La Bamba" arranged by Frank Bernaerts. This is a well known Mexican folk song covered by
numerous artists, most notably by Los Lobos, whose version was the title track of the 1987 film La
Bamba. Our final featured soloist for the evening was Evan with the trombone solo "Love Is All Around".
Evan did not have room to move to the front of the Band as he would normally do and instead turned
towards the audience with his music stand placed over the first row of pews. The lack of space did not
affect Evan and he produced an excellent performance with great style and phrasing in evidence.
Following Evan’s solo, he was joined by Jemma and Ben, his colleagues in the trombone section for the
feature "I Will Follow Him".
Fraser was the opening soloist in “One Voice” a song written by Barry Manilow in 1979 and the final item
of the published programme was “And All That Jazz”. We were thanked by a member of the Church for
our evening’s entertainment and as an encore played “New York, New York”.
The unusual seating formation we had been forced to adopt took some getting used and caused some
problems with tempos and balance but the Musical Director was pleased overall with the performance on
a very warm evening . We thank Adam Chappell for stepping in on Soprano Cornet at very short notice.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Saturday 13th July
New Bradwell School Carnival Parade and School Fete

As part of a strong local community, Bradwell Silver Band is always proud tothsupport the New Bradwell
School with their Annual Carnival Parade and Fete. This year marked the 34 carnival since the school
revived the old tradition of the New Bradwell Carnival. This was to be a colourful parade on foot
followed by a Funday at the school to which everyone was invited to come along and join in with.
Organised by the New Bradwell School P.T.A., the carnival procession follows a walking route focusing on
the streets closest to the school. This allows everyone to see the children in their costumes while making
sure that they don’t get too hot and tired. Roads around the route are closed to allow the safe passage of
the procession. There are over 500 pupils in the school from the ages of 3 to 11 and the chosen theme for
this year was Books. Those chosen were:
Foundation 1 – Smiley Shark
Foundation 2 – Dear Zoo
Year 1 – New Home for a Pirate
Year 2 - Pioneers
Year 3 – The Brontes
Year 4 – Alice in Wonderland
Year 5 – The White Giraffe
Year 6 – The Pied Piper

A lot of work had gone into making costumes for the children and they all seemed excited to be taking
part in the procession.
During the morning there had been some rain but this cleared away and although not particularly sunny
it was quite hot with some welcomed cloud cover as the Band assembled in the School playground. With
a police car in front the Band formed up at the head of the procession. The parade starts from the rear of
the school in Bridge Street and proceeds along Church Street, turns right into Newport Road, right into
Bradwell Road and right again into the High Street before returning to the school. Some of these roads
are still in a very poor state of repair and care has to be taken to avoid the many cracks and potholes.
Being a walking parade, it can only travel as fast as the little legs of the youngest school children allow.
This meant we came to a halt a number of times to allow the procession to catch up with the Band.
We used three marches today, “Death Or Glory”, “Slaidburn” and “True and Trusty” which each got
played twice.
We made it back to the School and the Band was dismissed. It had been a good effort on a hot day,
playing in front of many hundreds of people who would probably not normally attend any of our
concerts. It was gratifying that although we couldn’t manage a full turn out of members we still had 20
people on the march and the sound and balance was very good.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Bradwell Silver Band Development Group
Having returned to the school there was time for the Development Group to prepare for their now
customary performance. We are the opening act in the arena and had prepared a programme of music
lasting around 45 minutes. We are grateful to Tug, Louis, Luke Wilson and Luke Colvin for stepping in as
replacements for those group members who were unable to attend today which we did know about.
Disappointingly other members of the group who had said they would be there failed to appear and we
were forced into a hasty rearrangement of the seating. With 29 players under the leadership of their
Musical Director Keith Jones, they opened with the march “Killaloe” followed in quick succession by “Earl
Of Oxford’s March”, “Sloop John B”, “O Sole Mio”, “Pastime With Good Company”, “Sonatina”, “Two’s
Company”, “Misirlou”, “Floral Dance”, “Heroes” and ending with “Mardi Gras”. It was a good
performance with the group which now has ten players still at middle school but the youngsters did very
well, some of them playing outside for the very first time.
After the performance a photograph was taken of the players who have received new instruments as a
result of the recent grant from the Wavendon Foundation.
The group is now on a summer break and the next rehearsal will be on Thursday 29th August at 7:00 p.m
when they will start work on a programme for the next St. James Concert which is in October.
We thank Robin for loading the trailer and parking it close to the arena so that we could set up before the
parade left the school and then pack away quickly after the performance to allow the next entertainment
act to take place.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 13th July
Bradfest 2019
On the same day as the carnival the New Bradwell Parish Council organise this musical event that takes
place in the Newport Road recreation ground. This aims to feature musical groups with links to New
Bradwell and this evening the acts included Bradwell Silver Band, The Zeroes, Indecisive, and Local
Legend Tracy Walters.
No BBQs or dogs are allowed on the Rec but people were encouraged to bring along their own picnic
food and drinks and enjoy the show.
The Band had been asked to start off the evening’s entertainment with a 30 minute slot commencing at
6:00 p.m. Musical Director Brian Keech had chosen a good selection of popular music. We set up in front
of the stage, with the bass and horn sections seated with the rest of the Band standing throughout the
performance.
We opened with “Rock Around The Clock” followed by “Don’t It Make My Brown Eyes Blue” featuring Tug
as the soloist. We continued with “La Bamba”, “Yesterday Once More”, “New York, New York” and then
Evan’s trombone solo, “Love Is All Around”. We finished our short performance with “And All That Jazz”.
There was some good playing tonight and the audience seemed to enjoy our efforts. Again it is great for
the Band to be involved in such a popular and well supported local event.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Sunday 14th July
The Ironbridge Gorge Brass Band Festival
The Ironbridge Gorge Brass Band Festival is now a firmly established annual event which over the course
of a weekend in July showcases up to 20 brass bands in a non-competitive setting. All bands taking part
give of their services and time completely without charge and with free entry to the daytime events this
has to one of the best value brass bands events in the calendar. The festival is held in the glorious setting
of The Green at the Museum of Iron in Coalbrookdale and all proceeds go in aid of the Severn Hospice.
Our President Peter andth his wife have been attending this event for a number of years and as this year
Peter celebrated his 80 birthday they thought it would good for the Bradwell Silver Band to be part of
the week-end of music making having previously appeared here in 2011 and 2016. Peter and Sue very
generously paid for a coach to transport the Band to the heart of Shropshire. The world's first iron bridge
was erected over the River Severn here in 1779 and this pioneering single-span cast-iron structure was a
turning point in British design and engineering. After it was built, cast iron came to be widely used in
bridges, aqueducts and buildings. Now Britain's best-known industrial monument, the bridge gave its
name to the spectacular wooded gorge that was once an industrial powerhouse and the cradle of the
Industrial Revolution. Ironbridge Gorge is now a World Heritage Site.
With instruments safely loaded on to an almost full coach of players, families and supporters, we left
New Bradwell at 10:00 a.m. and joined the motorway at Junction 15 before travelling north to the M6
and then the M54. We arrived at the venue around 12:00 midday and having been given permission for
the coach to remain parked in the grounds we had a short period of time to experience some of the
sights and sounds that were on offer. We met back at the coach to prepare for our performance and as
we awaited our turn to play had time to appreciate the performance by the Oakengates Salvation Army
Band from nearby Telford which included a display by their Timbrelists (tambourine players).
With most of the percussion equipment being provided by the organisers this ensured a quick turnaround
between bands and we were soon on stage ready for our allotted slot. Having been introduced to the
audience, Musical Director Brian Keech raised his baton for the opening item “Fanfare and Flourishes”.
We were to feature three soloists today, the first being David Wilson our principle cornet playing “Don't It
Make My Brown Eyes Blue". The Band’s next item was “The Greatest Showman” followed by Toby
Dytrych on xylophone with “Black and White Rag”. Then came Goff Richard’s “Country Scene” and “Rock
Around The Clock”.
Our final featured soloist was Evan Lovell with the trombone solo "Love Is All Around".
All too soon it seemed our time on stage had come to an end and we finished with "La Bamba". We stood
to acknowledge the applause and the Band were presented with a certificate of participation which Brian
had arranged to be handed directly to our President Peter Blake who has done so much for the Band over
the past few years. We then had some group photographs taken off stage before returning instruments
to the coach for storage and changing out of uniforms to enjoy the rest of the afternoon.
The Museum of Iron in Coalbrookdale is situated in a deep gorge and the mobile phone signal is very
poor. This meant that the traders and stall holders at the event could only accept cash payments as their
card readers would not work. Today also saw three major sporting events with the Cricket World Cup, the
Men’s Tennis Finals at Wimbledon and the Formula One racing at Silverstone. The lack of a decent signal
meant the sports fans were not able to keep up to date with developments but instead were able to
concentrate on listening to the other bands perform.
There was a wide variety of music performed from classic marches to more modern popular music and
other than a few different arrangements of tunes from The Greatest Showman nothing was repeated.
The level of performance was variable but highly enjoyable and it is good to get the chance to listen to
the choice of music other bands are currently making. The band that followed us on stage was Salopian
Brass a non competitive band based in Shrewsbury. They were followed by the Jackfield Brass Band who
are in the First Section of the Midlands area and whose home is less than two miles away from today’s
venue.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
They were followed by Wolverhampton Community Brass rd
Band a non competing band. Then we had
Wellington (Telford) Brass Band who currently are in the 3 section but will be promoted to the 2nd next
year, Wellington is a market town and now forms part of the new town of Telford. Up next were Black
Country Brass who are based in Dudley in the West Midlands, then Royal Spa Brassrd from Royal
Leamington Spa and the final band of the weekend was Amington Brass Band a 3 section band from
Tamworth in Staffordshire.
With the last band finished, it was time for Festival Brass to take to the stage. This is a massed band
drawn from players who had performed with their own bands earlier. A good few from Bradwell joined in
with this and with no rehearsal the group played a short programme of familiar music staring with the
march “Death of Glory”. This was followed by the cornet trio “Bugler’s Holiday” and continued with
“Hootenanny” and concluding with “Floral Dance”.
With playing completed for the day we boarded the coach and left around 19:00pm As we climbed up the
hill away from Ironbridge the mobile signals was restored and those interested were able to watch and
listen to the thrilling conclusion of the cricket. It was a good journey home with the traffic moving freely
and we arrived back in New Bradwell around 21:15pm after a busy but rewarding weekend.
Musical Director Brian Keech was delighted with the Band’s performance today where we made many
new fans with some wonderful playing. He also paid a special tribute to our three soloists Tug, Toby and
Evan who all gave accomplished performances. We are extremely grateful to our President and his wife
for giving us the opportunity of performing at this extremely well organised brass band festival.

Picture by Doug Hird (more pictures can be viewed on the Band’s Facebook page)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To Bradwell Silver Band.

Sue and I would like to thank you all for a splendid afternoon with you at Ironbridge.
Your performance was excellent and did you great credit - well done!
It was very good of you to turn up on what proved to be a very busy weekend - grateful thanks from us both.
As for our gifts - a wonderful surprise, but you really shouldn't have, thank you all so very much.
We hope that you travelled well and got home in reasonable time.
Enjoy your summer break and (hopefully ) return to continue your good work at St. James and Blakesley.
Love and Best Wishes,
Peter and Sue.
PS. My card is fabulous !

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Sunday 28th July
Festival of St. James The Apostle
Patronal Communion
The Band is always pleased to accept the invitation to take part in the annual Patronal Festival held in the
Parish Church of St. James to which we have a strong attachment. Our involvement is to accompany
some of the hymn singing as well as playing music before and after the service. As has become the
custom with the Festival occurring during the holiday season, we undertake the engagement with a
smaller group and today we had eleven players conducted by Musical Director Brian Keech.
We played a number of hymn tunes prior to the commencement of the service before handing over to
the Church organist for the final minutes as the congregation took their places. After words of welcome
The Reverend Nicola Martyn-Beck announced the first congregational hymn which was sung to the tune
Austrian Hymn. There followed a reading from the New Testament and the second hymn was the lively
“Walk In The Light” accompanied by Helen the Church Organist which allowed Band members the chance
to exercise their vocal chords.
The guest preacher for the day was the Reverend Dave Bell, Vicar of the Benefice of Silsoe, Pulloxhill and
Flitton and a former Curate at St. James. After a reading from the Bible he said that it was good to be
back in New Bradwell and seeing some familiar faces in the congregation sat in their usual positions
before giving a thoughtful but amusing sermon.
The Band played for the next hymn “From Heaven You Came” which was followed by the Holy
Communion. During this several hymns were sung accompanied by the organ.
After prayers the final hymn was sung to the tune “Hatherop Castle” which is a modern setting of “O
Jesus I Have Promised”. Following the blessing and dismissal the Band played several more hymn tunes
as the parishioners looked forward to enjoying shared lunch and fellowship with each other. The Band’s
playing had been to a high standard and it was good for us to again be involved in the Festival.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Can You Support My Charity Marathon? - Adam Chappell
My first year at Uni has flown by and whilst I’ve missed my friends and fellow band members at Bradwell
I have made new Band families at The Lindley Band and the University of Huddersfield Brass Band. I’m
back for the summer and pleased to help out Bradwell Silver Band when I can.
During the past year I’ve discovered a love for running and train regularly in the gym at the student
village where I live – fortunately it’s free. I’ve decided to take that love and turn it into something
beneficial – I’m running the Bilbao Night Marathon in October and raising money for the registered
mental health charity, Mind. Today’s world is stressful for both the young and old and Mind offer great
support to those that need it.
I have a fund raising page and this is my cheeky request for
support. If you can spare any amount of money to help me
please click on the link and donate. I have a long way to go
to reach my target, both financially and physically, and all
donations are greatly appreciated. I’ve paid for my own
flight and accommodation so will not take any of the money
donated for myself.
Here’s the link
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/adam-chappell3
Alternatively, you can contact me via:
press@bradwellband.co.uk if you can’t make an online
donation but have cash to spare. I have a collection bucket
where the money goes straight into a fundraising bank
account.

Thanks in advance.
Adam

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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The Timbrel & The Salvation Army
Waiting our turn to play at the Ironbridge Gorge Festival of Brass, we had the chance to listen to the local
Salvation Army Band performing on stage. There was also the rare opportunity for many of us to see their
Timbrel Group perform a slick choreographed display to one of the marches played. If there’s one thing
that many people recognise as being “uniquely Sally Army” it’s got to be the Timbrels (or tambourine
group). The history of the Timbrel Brigade in the Salvation Army is an interesting one, though there are
differing stories as to the origins,
General William Booth was the founder of the Salvation Army and initially he had reservations about the
introduction of brass instruments to accompany the hymn singing, However he soon appreciated how
useful musical instruments were in attracting crowds to their services which were generally held in the
open air. In the organisation’s weekly newspaper, the War Cry, dated 27th March 1880 the General
stated his wish that as many officers and soldiers as possible should learn to play instruments of one type
or another. The musicians of those days were not as proficient as might have been wished, but great
varieties of instruments were pressed into service. The War Cry of 17th February 1881 carried a picture of
"Miriam, a Forerunner of the Prophetess of The Salvation Army" with timbrel in hand.

Captain Charles Rothwell in England claimed that his wife was the first to use a timbrel. Up to this time
nobody in The Salvation Army had ventured to beat a tambourine, but the picture inspired the Captain
who was stationed at Mansfield, Nottingham. Seeing a tambourine in a pawnbrokers shop he lost no time
in buying it, and Mrs. Rothwell played it in the processions which "filled the devil with disgust, the
newspapers with comments, the barracks with people and helped sinners into the fountain!”
Another story of the origins of timbrel playing with the Salvation Army is a most fascinating one. Lizzie
was a cashier at a cheap little theatre near the first Salvation Army Corps (Church) in London. She was a
rough Cockney girl, and anyone who tried to sneak into the theatre free of charge would get a rough
handling by Lizzie. One thing fascinated her though: the tambourine-playing troupe of gypsies who
performed nightly inside the theatre.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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The Timbrel & The Salvation Army
One night Lizzie met some Salvationists marching out of Hyde Park. One of the soldiers was helping a
drunken woman along, and Lizzie, curious as ever, followed the strange procession to the hall. It wasn't
long before she was truly converted, and became a soldier in the Salvation Army although for this her
family turned her out of home. The Captain had heard of Lizzie's accomplishments and asked her if she
would join the drummer with a tambourine. She was delighted, and made her musical debut in a
children's meeting. Soon Londoners became accustomed to the sight of a dark, vivacious woman
marching at the Army procession, and jingling a tambourine as if her life depended upon it. 'Tambourine
Lizzie', as they called her, became an Officer and married Captain Cheeseman in Aberdeen, Scotland. The
conservative Scots were dismayed, then delighted by her tambourine solo at her own wedding
The use of the timbrel, whoever was first to use it, spread very quickly. In The War Cry of 7 October
1882, it was noted that 1,600 timbrels had been sold in six weeks. The Small Heath Corps of Birmingham
did not have a Band or Songster Brigade, so someone suggested a Timbrel Band, but when the
instruments from Headquarters arrived they were not suitable for band work. William Goddard then
designed a timbrel which was first used at Easter in 1894. The timbrel which is used today hasn't changed
significantly since this original design
When conducting meetings in Scotland, the founder’s wife Catherine Booth boldly claimed that
tambourines and fiddles were as sacred as organs. The General suggested that when tambourines were
used, there should be something to balance them, "such as clappers, bones, fifes or banjos!"
Nearly 120 years after the introduction of the timbrel into Salvation Army music the majority of Army
Corps feature a Timbrel Brigade in their music sections, although now no one would ever suggest that the
timbrelist lacks talent!

www.bradwellband.co.uk

PAGE 12

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

AUGUST 2019

Battle of the Brass Bands Series
From 4Barsrest
Sky Arts to broadcast Battle of the Brass Bands Series.
Brass Bands are very rarely seen on television so it is interesting to learn that the Sky Arts television
broadcaster has announced that their new four part documentary series, 'Battle of the Brass Bands' will
be aired from 20th August. Made by the award-winning production company Twofour on behalf of Sky
Arts, it will showcase the competitive talents of some of the UKs most famous bands as they compete
against each other at the Whit Friday, British Open, National Final and Brass in Concert Championships.
Featured bands include Cory, Brighouse & Rastrick, Fairey, Fodens and Black Dyke as well as others such
as Fountain City from the USA.
This new series will air from 20th August 2019 on Sky Arts, the UK's only TV channel dedicated to arts,
music and culture, and will also be available for streaming on NOW TV. Speaking about series, Phil EdgarJones Director of Sky Arts said: "We are delighted to be presenting 'Battle of the Brass Bands' on Sky Arts.
Brass Bands are one of the longest running music traditions in British history and we are looking forward
to celebrating and highlighting the role they play in our cultural landscape, and to display the high level of
skill and dedication that these musicians give to their art”.
Twofour's Neil Edwards, Head of their Specialist Factual Programming and Series Director added: "Making
these films was a total privilege and an absolute revelation. These are amateur musicians playing to an
Olympic standard. The competition pieces feature some of the finest and technically challenging music
I've ever heard, presented in some of Britain's most prestigious and iconic venues." He added: "I
challenge anyone to experience the thrill of these competitions and not be converted into a brass fan for
the rest of their lives. I'm delighted that Sky Arts have chosen to highlight this talented, fiercely
competitive, frighteningly committed and completely unique community of British musicians."

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Dates For The Diary
Saturday 3rd August Sunday 25thAugust Sunday 1st September Sunday 15th September -

Blakesley show T.B.C
Abington Park 14:00pm-17:00pm
Leighton Buzzard Bandstand 15:00pm-17:00pm
Car Treasure Hunt + BBQ (Peter & Sue’s House, Grafton Regis)

The Band are organising a social event to which all are welcome. There is a Car Treasure Hunt that will
start from the School, followed by a Barbeque (weather permitting) at the home of our President and his wife
in Grafton Regis. If you are not doing the Treasure Hunt, you will still be very welcome to attend the
Barbeque and enjoy a sociable time with Band members and their families.
More details to follow so listen out for the announcements...

Saturday 12th October Saturday 19th October Saturday 7th December Saturday 7th December Saturday 14th December Sunday 22nd December -

Cosgrove Church Concert 19:30pm
St. James Church Autumn Concert 19:30pm
St. James Church Christmas Tree Festival T.B.C
Concert with Newport Pagnell Singers T.B.C
St. James Church Christmas Concert 19:30pm
Stantonbury Sports & Social Club Christmas Concert T.B.C

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Deputy Publicity Officer
Newsletter Editor:

Orla Howell
Sarah-Jayne Edwards

Website:

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk
“
sj.cc23@gmail.com
www.bradwellband.co.uk

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.

www.bradwellband.co.uk

