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Welcome to the August edition of the Band’s monthly
newsletter.
We are now into the long School summer holidays and the
Band is currently enjoying a short break before rehearsals
resume on Tuesday 14th August.
July saw just two engagements for the Band and reports on
these follow. For the first time anyone can remember there are
no bookings for August which means our Summer playing
season has already come to an end. The next public
performance by the Band will be the National Finals being
held at Cheltenham in September. We publish some basic
information about the venue inside this issue and hope to
include a comprehensive review of the Finals in the September
Bugle.
If you going away I hope you have a great holiday.

Sarah-Jayne

IMPORTANT – BRASS INSTRUMENT CARE
With the Band taking part in the National Finals in September may we remind all players of the
need to maintain their instrument in a good clean and playable condition. In the build up to the
Finals the Musical Director will be paying special attention to the tuning of instruments so please
ensure that all tuning slides are easily moved. Also make sure your valves are working smoothly.
Use only small amounts of tuning slide grease when lubricating slides and the minimum amount
of valve oil on each valve. Use of other lubricants can cause the tuning slides to seize and slow the
valve action.
We do not want to waste valuable rehearsal time trying to free seized-up tuning slides and
valves.
If you have any problems or need help you should let the Quartermaster or someone on the
committee know.
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Engagement Reports
Saturday 30th June
Milton Court Care Home, Kents Hill
Today saw the Band return to the Milton Court Care Home in Kents Hill to present an hour long
programme of music for the residents and staff. Milton Court has 148 rooms and serves Bedfordshire and
Buckinghamshire offering residential, dementia, nursing and respite care in a modern, purpose-built
environment.
The continuing spell of hot weather led to an early decision not to wear our uniform jackets which meant
one less thing to carry about. The Band arrived with plenty of time to set up in the garden area with just a
small gazebo offering a few of the members some shelter from the blazing sun. As this was Armed Forces
Week, Musical Director Brian Keech had added some suitable music to the programme of familiar pieces
played at this summer’s engagements. We opened with “Royal Air Force March Past” and Tug was the
first of two soloists this afternoon with the cornet solo “Spanish Eyes” followed by the flugel and horn
feature “Light As Air”. The first of the additional pieces was “Keep Smiling Through” a selection of songs
popular during the Second World War. This includes “The Army, The Navy and The Air Force”, “Yours”,
“Lili Marlene”, “White Cliffs Of Dover” and of course that ever popular Vera Lynn song “We’ll Meet
Again”.
We followed this with “Carillon” and then another tune associated with the military in “Hinky Dinky”. We
had slightly more space today so we were able to have the various sections standing up where the music
suggests and this visual aspect adds greatly to the performance of a tune that is still well known. Evan
then played the trombone solo “The Acrobat” after which the horns were again featured with the Buddy
Holly song “True Love Ways”. “Rock Around The Clock” saw some impromptu dancing from members of
the audience and then we performed another couple of wartime favourites with “1914”( a march medley
which includes “It’s A Long Way to Tipperary”, “Hello Who’s Your Lady Friend?” and “Take Me Back to
Dear Old Blighty”) and “Pack Up Your Troubles In Your Old Kit Bag”. We ended with “Lollipop”. It had
been a good performance on another very hot afternoon.
We were again grateful for help from Nathaniel and to members of the band who played unfamiliar parts
to cover for players who were unavailable on the day.
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Engagement Reports
Saturday 14th July
New Bradwell School Carnival
As part of a strong local community, Bradwell Silver Band is always proud to support the New Bradwell
School with their Annual Carnival Parade and Fete. Annual carnivals in New Bradwell had their origins in
the early 1900’s and involved all of the local community groups. The money raised was donated to the
Northampton Hospital Fund which at the time was the nearest provider of major medical care. The
carnivals lasted until the mid 1970s when they sadly came to an end as there were fewer people willing
to organise it. The School revived the carnival in 1985 and combined with the fete which follows in the
School grounds has become a very popular event in the local calendar.
Originally the children were sat on the back of floats which processed around the streets of New
Bradwell. Then there were concerns for the health and safety of the children as the large vehicles tried to
negotiate their way around the increasingly congested side streets and the decision was taken a few
years back to turn it into a walking parade. There are over 500 pupils in the school from the ages of 3 to
11 and the chosen theme for this year was Traditional Tales. A lot of work had gone into making
costumes for the children and they all seemed excited to be taking part in the procession.
The morning was hot and dry with some welcomed occasional cloud cover as the Band assembled in the
School playground. A few members were left to set up the chairs, music stands and percussion ready for
the performance by the Development Band after the parade had returned to the school. The Band
formed up at the head of the procession and had a static run through of “Is This The Way To Amarillo?”
as the classes were being lined up behind them. We eventually got the go ahead to set off and we played
“The March Of The Cobblers”.
We were soon brought to a halt to allow the procession to catch up with us. The youngest of the children
were immediately behind the Band and the pace of the parade is quite rightly based on the small steps
that their little legs can manage. When we got going again we continued the playing with arrangements
of “500 Miles”, “Football Crazy” and “Amarillo”. These different pieces of music had been selected
instead of playing some of the more traditional marches to give it more of a carnival flavour and got a
good reception from the many people who lined the route. The football one was particularly apt as the
World Cup Final was being played the following day.
The parade starts from the rear of the school in Bridge Street and proceeds along Church Street, turns
right into Newport Road, right into Bradwell Road and right again into the High Street before returning to
the school. Some of these roads are still in a very poor state of repair and care has to be taken to avoid
the many cracks and potholes. The roads are briefly closed off to through traffic for the duration of the
procession and it was sad to hear later that one of the volunteer marshals had received verbal abuse
from an irate and idiotic car driver who had attempted to force his way through the lines of children.
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Engagement Reports
We made it back to the School and the Band was dismissed. It had been a good effort on another very
hot day, playing in front of many hundreds of people who would probably not normally attend any of our
concerts. It was gratifying that although we couldn’t manage a full turn out of members we still had 22
people on the march. Making his playing debut with the Band was Alan on euphonium. A special mention
has to be made to Steve Osborne who had an eventful afternoon playing the bass drum. The head of the
beater fell off during the first march and despite being recovered by an onlooker it had snapped off and
couldn’t be re-attached. Steve did a brilliant job using the thickest part of the drum stick but was further
hampered as he struggled to see over the top of the drum. We will need to sort this out before our next
marching engagement.

Picture courtesy of Andrew Jolly

The Development Group led by their Musical Director Keith Jones then performed a programme of music
in the main arena. We had twelve players not available on the day, five of whom had opted to take part
in the Milton Keynes Music School’s end of term concert. We still managed to have 26 of the usual group
there with additional help from Tim on cornet, Luke and Robin on Bass, Louis on baritone and Oz on
percussion.
After a nice introduction from the MC for the afternoon we started with the march “Juniors On Parade”.
This was followed by “Danse Macabre”. The next four pieces all had a nautical theme with “A Pirate’s Life
For Me”, “Sailing The High Seas”, “Caribbean Pirates” and “Portsmouth”. We continued with “O Sole
Mio”, “Football Crazy” and ended with “Jamaican Farewell”. It was a good performance on a hot
afternoon with some of our more experienced players missing and some of those who had earlier
marched with the senior band suffering from lip tiredness. We don’t do many outdoor concerts and this
will add to the experience of performing in different types of venues. The group is now on a summer
break and the next rehearsal will be on Thursday 16th August at 7:00 p.m. We will then start to work on a
programme for the next St. James Concert which is in October.
We thank Robin for loading the trailer and parking it close to the arena so that we could set up before the
parade left the school and then pack away quickly after the performance to allow the next entertainment
act to take place.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Reports
Sunday 29th July
Festival of St. James The Apostle
St. James Church, New Bradwell
The Band was honoured to again accept an invitation to take part in the annual Patronal Festival held in
our Parish Church. Our involvement is to accompany some of the hymn singing with some playing before
and after the service. After the long spell of hot weather experienced this Summer, it was almost a relief
to have a much cooler morning as we met at the Church. There was rain in the air and most refreshingly a
nice breeze. It was still warm inside the Church and for the comfort of our players we dispensed with the
uniform jackets. As we are into the holiday season it had been decided to take a smaller group and today
we had twelve players conducted by Keith. We played a number of hymn tunes prior to the
commencement of the service before handing over to the Church organist for the final minutes as the
congregation took their places. The Reverend Paul Smith welcomed everyone to the service and
announced the first hymn “Fill Your Heart With Joy And Gladness” This hymn is sung to the famous tune
'Ode to Joy’ by the German composer Beethoven who featured it in the last movement of his ninth
symphony. The words are by a contemporary hymn-writer Bishop Timothy Dudley-Smith and based on
Psalm 147.
After the hymn there were greetings and introductory words before prayers and readings from the New
Testament. The next hymn was “Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind” written by the
American Quaker poet John Greenleaf Whittier, the hymn being sung to the tune "Repton" by Hubert
Parry.
The guest preacher for the day was the Anglican Area Dean, the Reverend Tim Norwood. After a scripture
reading his sermon naturally took as its topic the life and death of St. James. After the sermon there were
more prayers before the congregation were encouraged to offer the sign of peace. The next hymn was
“Amazing Grace”, one of the most popular hymns of today. This began life as a poem by John Newton
who had worked on slave ships. He was returning to Britain in 1747 when the ship was holed in a storm
off Donegal. Facing death, Newton prayed to be spared. When he was, he adopted evangelical
Christianity, renouncing his profane ways. However, this did not stop him captaining several slave ships
until ill health forced him on to dry land in 1754. A decade later he was ordained as a priest in Olney and
published a pamphlet condemning his former occupation, supporting William Wilberforce’s campaign to
abolish slavery. Newton had plenty to repent. His 1779 poem “Faith’s Review and Expectation” was an
attempt to do exactly that and contains the words “Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a
wretch like me” His lyric was not originally popular in England, but in 19th-century America it gained
traction, with added verses that were popular in African-American communities.
The communion followed during which the hymns ‘Gather Around’, and ‘Gifts of Bread and Wine’ were
accompanied by the organ. After prayers the final hymn was “O Lord My God” sung to the tune “How
Great Thou Art”. Following the blessing and dismissal the Band played several more hymn tunes as the
parishioners looked forward to enjoying shared lunch and fellowship with each other. The Band’s playing
had been to a high standard and it was good for us to again be involved in the Festival. We received some
nice comments after the service.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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National Brass Band Championships Of Great Britain
Some Advanced Information
CONTACT

THE CENTAUR - CHELTENHAM

The Centaur is Cheltenham Racecourse's biggest and best asset for indoor events. Since
opening it has played host to film crews, countless awards ceremonies and a number of
high-profile exhibitions and concerts, as well as numerous beautiful weddings. Offering
2,600m2 of flexible space, this distinctive facility provides the biggest event space in the
local region giving organisers accessible, flexible and versatile options.
From a seated auditorium for 2,250 to a dinner dance for 800, the Centaur's technical team
utilise the very latest in draping, lighting and AV to create bespoke events.
The stage has seen a number of popular bands and comedy acts perform in front of sellout audiences - Stereophonics, The Vamps, Lee Evans, Rizzle Kicks, Jon Richardson
and Jack Dee to name a few.
The Centaur has played host to the Finals of the National Brass Band Championships of
Great Britain (Sections 1-4) since 2009.

TICKETS
Audience tickets can only be bought from the Centaur Box Office on the day of the
contest.

TRAVEL
Please follow the recommended routes signed by the AA. There are extensive car parks,
which are free to use. If you are travelling by car, check your best route with our or view
Cheltenham Racecourse's AA Road Planner racecourse maps. For GPS users, the
postcode for Cheltenham Racecourse is GL50 4SH.
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All Our Yesterdays
An interesting report from over a hundred years ago. I don’t think our current members would want to
be involved with an event such as this. Having said that we do play “The Red Flag” but under its guise as
the Carol “O Christmas Tree”!

Wolverton Express June 4th 1915

A mass demonstration was held in Wolverton on Saturday afternoon last in which almost
every unit of Trade Unionism in the district was represented in support of other girls of
Messrs. McCorquodale’s Works who were out as a result of Labour dispute. The
demonstration organised by the new branch of other National Union of Paperworkers,
which has now a membership of over 500 in the town was very largely attended.
A parade was made round the streets by the town, the procession being headed by the
Wolverton Town Band and the Bradwell United Band. Banners of local Trade Unions were
unfurled and in the ranks of the procession were practically all the newly enrolled
members of the Paperworkers Union, red ribbons flowing from their coats and hats, who
were followed by a body of workmen form Wolverton Railway Carriage Works, representing
the National Union of Railwaymen, and the new branch of the Sheet Metal Workers and the
Braziers Union. The streets on the routes were lined with spectators. A strong posse of
police under Supt. Pearce flanked the processionists.
A meeting was afterwards held near the old Market Place where a dense crowd numbering
between 2 & 3,000 gathered. Mounted on the platform were the Union organisers and local
Union members. Prior to any addresses being make to the gathering the Union anthem
“The Red Flag” was sung to the accompaniment of the bands.
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Dates For The Diary
A provisional list of Band engagements for the coming twelve months.
Other dates are likely to be added to this list.

**Band break 30th July to 12th August**
First Band rehearsal back will be Tuesday 14th August and Thursday 16th August for the Development
Band.

Saturday 15th September

National Finals Cheltenham

Saturday 13th October

North Crawley Church (Evening Concert)

*Saturday 20th October

St James Autumn Concert,

*PLEASE NOTE THAT THE DATE FOR THIS ENGAGEMENT HAS CHANGED FROM THAT PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED

Saturday 10th November

Stantonbury Theatre (Evening concert)

Sunday 11th November

Remembrance Day

Saturday 17th November

Christ the Vine Coffee Hall (Evening Concert)

Saturday 8th December

Newport Pagnell Singers Christmas Concert

Saturday 15th December

St. James Christmas Concert

Sunday 16th December

Stantonbury Sports & Social Club Christmas Concert
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

-

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

md@bradwellband.co.uk

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.cc23@gmail.com

Webmaster:

Fraser Cousins

fras@sky.com

Quartermaster

Adam Chappell

-

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.
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