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Members of the Band are currently having a break from playing
after a very busy July which saw them performing at some high
profile engagements, reports on these follow. The Band resumes
normal rehearsals on Tuesday 16th August with the Development
Group recommencing on Thursday 18th August.
If you have already been away we trust that you have had a great
holiday. If you are still to go we hope you and your families will
enjoy the break and take the opportunity of recharging the
batteries before the next round of Band activity.

Sarah-Jayne

The Band sends their sympathy and best wishes to the Osborne family on the passing
away of John. His wife Ann is a long time supporter of the Band and son Stephen (Oz)
has been a playing member for many years. We would like them to know we have
been thinking of them during this sad and difficult time.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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What’s On!...August
Where you can see and hear Bradwell Silver Band this month:
After a busy July there is just one engagement in August.
The Band is scheduled to be playing from 8:15pm to 9:00pm.

www.bradwellband.co.uk

AUGUST 2016

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

PAGE 3

AUGUST 2016

Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Sunday 3rd July
Grove Gardens - Dunstable
The first engagement of a busy month saw the Band travel to Dunstable to play a concert in Grove House
gardens. Sunday afternoon band concerts used to be a very popular attraction in public parks for over a
century. The ornate bandstands in many municipal parks had a long history of summer concerts played
by brass bands, enjoyed by crowds sitting on the lawn or in the council's striped deckchairs. Tastes
change and now that all households have access to a car people tend to go further afield to find their
week-end entertainment. Fortunately there are still a few local councils who organise a regular series of
summer concerts and the Dunstable Town Council are to be congratulated for continuing the tradition in
the Grove House Gardens which is a Green Flag Award winning park, situated in the centre of Dunstable
adjacent to the Grove Theatre Complex and the Town Centre. We particularly liked the fact that
bandstand is painted in the same colour as our uniform jackets!

The afternoon did not altogether go according to plan. On arrival at the school Robin found that the Band
trailer had been boxed in by one of the school mini buses. It took a bit of muscle and some ingenuity on
Robin’s part to extricate the trailer so it could finally be loaded and on its way to Dunstable.
Under the baton of Musical Director Brian Keech the Band opened the programme with “Breezin’ Down
Broadway” followed by “Everything I Do”. The first of four featured soloists this afternoon was Luke
Colvin on Eb Bass with “The Bare Necessities”. We continued with “ A Nightingale Sang In Berkeley
Square” and the lively “Light Walk” which featured another impressive jazz solo from Tug. Our next solo
spot which was “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” performed by our Bass Trombone Soloist Luca Ianotta. The
ever popular “The Floral Dance” had some of the audience tapping their feet and this was followed by
“Crazy Little Thing Called Love”. The last item of the first half was “Born Free”. A short break followed and
with it the chance for some of the Band to talk with some of those listening.
The second half of our programme began with “Pirates of the Caribbean” followed by “Blaydon Races”
with Fraser Cousins as Euphonium Soloist. “Highland Cathedral” was next up quickly followed with “The
Lion Sleeps Tonight”. Our final soloist of the afternoon was Karen Wilson with the Flugel Horn Solo “By
The Time I Get To Phoenix”. We then played “Do-Re-Mi” from the Sound Of Music before the thoughtful
hymn tune arrangement of “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross”. This was one of the best items we
played this afternoon and members of the audience showed their appreciation. Our final two pieces were
“The Young Amadeus” and “Lollipop”
The absence of some members
meant that Orla moved from the front row to play Repiano Cornet and
Daniel kindly covered the 3rd cornet part. There was a good audience throughout the performance with
the warmer weather swelling the numbers. We received some very nice comments about our
performance and it would be nice to return there in the not too distant future. One interested member of
the audience heard Brian bemoaning the fact that despite its size and considerable number of public
open spaces Milton Keynes does not have a proper bandstand. As a result an e-Mail was apparently sent
to Milton Keynes Council asking why they could not supply this sort of facility whilst the likes of Dunstable
and Leighton Buzzard run successful band concerts every year. Watch this space!
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Sunday 10th July
Ironbridge Gorge Brass Band Festival
The Ironbridge Gorge Brass Band Festival is now a firmly established annual event which over the course
of a weekend in July showcases up to 20 brass bands in a non-competitive setting. All bands taking part
give of their services and time completely without charge and with free entry to the daytime events this
has to one of the best value brass bands events in the calendar. The festival is held in the glorious setting
of The Green at the Museum of Iron in Coalbrookdale and all proceeds go in aid of the Severn Hospice.
Our President Peter and his wife have been attending this event for a number of years and as they are
celebrating their golden wedding anniversary this year they thought it would good for the Bradwell Silver
Band to be part of the week-end of music making. The Band was successful in applying for a playing slot
and Peter and Sue very generously paid for a coach to transport the Band to the heart of Shropshire. The
world's first iron bridge was erected over the River Severn here in 1779 and this pioneering single-span
cast-iron structure was a turning point in British design and engineering. After it was built, cast iron came
to be widely used in bridges, aqueducts and buildings. Now Britain's best-known industrial monument,
the bridge gave its name to the spectacular wooded gorge that was once an industrial powerhouse and
the cradle of the Industrial Revolution. Ironbridge Gorge is now a World Heritage Site.
With instruments safely loaded we left New Bradwell just before 9:00 a.m. and joined the motorway at
Junction 14 before travelling north to the M6 and then the M54. We arrived at the venue around 11:00
a.m. and having been given permission for the coach to remain parked in the grounds we were free to
experience the sights and sounds that were on offer. We were greeted by our President who had
generously provided a range of refreshments for us which was very acceptable. The playing today had
started 10:30a.m.with the time allocated for each band allowing a programme of music lasting around 35
minutes. Most of the percussion equipment was supplied so this ensured that there was a quick turn
around in between bands. The day was warm with sun sunshine and even the threat of a few showers
couldn’t dampen the enthusiasm of a large audience.
We met back at the coach to prepare for our performance which we were told was going to be earlier
than expected as they were ahead of schedule. In the event we were to go on stage at around the
original time and after a quick re-arrangement of the seating Musical Director Brian Keech raised his
baton for the opening item “Breezin’ Down Broadway”. Considering that we had not had a chance to
warm up and been hanging around for a long time this opener went very well. Brian then introduced the
Band to the audience and announced our next piece which was “High On A Hill” which is one of our
President’s favourite brass band pieces. This featured Tug standing at the front of the stage and the rest
of the front row cornets standing at the rear for the echo effect. Halfway through the piece the heavens
opened and Tug, Brian and Fraser all got soaked in the deluge but we didn’t miss a note, unlike a previous
band that stopped mid piece to shuffle their chairs back for a bit more protection. Tug’s playing was
excellent as always and his stoicism in ignoring the heavens opening on him was acknowledged by the
audience with prolonged applause.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
We did then move the chairs further in to the stage before continuing with the next piece which was
“Soul Limbo” featured Toby on the cow bell and again found favour with the audience. “Highland
Cathedral” added some gravitas to the programme before the horn section of Karen, Keith, Louis and
Steph stood at the front of the stage for “Hey Jude”. By this time the sun had come back out and
although the front of stage was still very wet this didn’t stop the horns from displaying some
choreography during their 8 bars rest. Next up was “Diamond” which is a medley of songs made famous
by Neil Diamond. The selection arranged by Andy Norman includes “Beautiful Noise”, “Song Sung Blue”,
“You Don’t Bring Me Flowers” and “Sweet Caroline”.
Our finale was “Lollipop” with different sections of the band standing up at certain points in the music
and all standing as the music came to an end to acknowledge the applause. The conductors of all the
bands appearing at this year’s festival were presented with a unique and entirely appropriate cast iron
medal commemorating the event. The medals were cast in the working foundry at the nearby Blists Hill
Victorian Town, one of the ten Ironbridge Gorge Museums. Having been presented with the medal the
Band left the stage for a photo opportunity.

Some of the Band then returned to the stage to join in with Festival Brass which is open to players from
all the bands that had performed during the course of the day. Without any rehearsal, around 60 players
presented a short programme of popular pieces starting with the march “Slaidburn”, followed in quick
succession by “Clog Dance”, “I’II Walk With God”, “La Bamba” and the finale was “Hootenanny”.
Considering the ad hoc nature of the group of players, it was a very good performance with some
stunning sounds which for those of who played was a very special experience.
The next band on stage were special guests the Band of the Royal Corps of Signals who are based at RAF
Cosford which is only a dozen or so miles away from Ironbridge. They are one of the three newly formed
brass bands within the restructured Corps of Army Music. They played an entertaining programme and
also took the opportunity to mention that they are running a recruitment campaign for players to bring
them up to full strength.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
The grand finale for the week-end was the Jackfield Elcock Reisen Band who are the First Section
champions of the Midlands region. Unfortunately by this time events were running late and it was time to
board the coach for our journey home so we were unfortunately unable to listen to any of their
programme. It had been an enjoyable if long day and we were back in New Bradwell just before 9:00pm.
It was great to be part of such a well organised event and once again we send our thanks to Peter and
Sue for making this possible. We received the following message:

Message from the President
It was our pleasure to help you perform at the Festival. Without the
BSB the weekend would have not been the celebration that we wished for!
Please will you express our sincere thanks to the members for a sterling
performance which was very well received by all present.
This occasion will be long remembered as an important part of our
celebration year.
Very best wishes to you all.
Peter & Sue

———————————————————————————————————————————————Saturday 16th July
New Bradwell School Carnival
New Bradwell School Carnival returned for the 31st consecutive year with a colourful parade on foot
departing at midday, followed by a funday at the school to which everyone was welcome to come along
and join in. The theme for this year was “Musicals” with the pupils of each year wearing costumes
suitable for their chosen favourite.
The weather stayed dry, with some sunshine and a bit of cloud. It was a warm day so the decision was
taken to march without jackets. Prior to the departure there was a surprise for Adam Chappell as an
ensemble from the Band played “Happy Birthday” to celebrate him reaching his 16 thyear today.
We then formed up and played “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang” on the stand as the rest of the procession took
their place behind the band ready for the procession. The parade set off with the Band playing “True and
Trusty”. We didn’t get too far down the road before we came to the first of a number of stops to allow
the walking procession to catch up with us. This is not really a problem as it gives us the chance to play
whilst standing still and this is always so much easier than playing on the march. It also gives the crowds
lining the streets an opportunity of hearing us playing. The route takes us from the school playground out
to Bridge Street and into Church Street down to the Newport Road. Sadly the roads are still a very poor
state of repair with numerous potholes threatening the very real prospect of tripping or a twisted ankle.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
We came to lengthy halt just before the Cuba which allowed us to play “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang” again
before resuming the parade along Newport Road playing “Death Or Glory” and “Slaidburn”. We turned
up Bradwell Road and right into the High Street where crowds of families and friends were waiting to
catch a glimpse of their children as they slowly made their way around. We eventually returned to the
school playground where the Band was dismissed.

(Acknowledgements to MKFM for the photograph.)

It had been a fair effort but we suffered again from a shortage of players, particularly in the cornets. We
did have twenty players marching but it is very hard work when our numbers are depleted. James made
his brass playing debut with the senior band today and it was great to have Oz back with us to beat the
bass drum.
———————————————————————————————————————————————Development Band
New Bradwell School
Immediately following the march, the Development Band performed a thirty minute programme in the
school field. We had 23 members plus our usual 3 adult helpers and were grateful to Luke and Louis
Wilson for sitting in and helping out the less experienced players today. We had another six of our usual
members not there, some of whom we knew beforehand were not available and unfortunately others
who just failed to turn up for whatever reason. In keeping with the theme of the day they opened with
“Chitty Chitty Bang Bang” and then worked their way through an entertaining programme which
demonstrated the different styles of music that the group have been working on.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
The Latin American style “Mardi Gras” was followed by the classical “Pastime With Good Company”
before a flying visit to Italy with “O Sole Mio”. Mother and Daughter Clare and Jennifer were featured on
Eb Bass with “Nellie The Elephant” and then we played “Football Crazy” which is medley of songs popular
with fans everywhere. “Highland Farewell” was next up and the final piece was “Portsmouth”.
It had been a good performance on a warm but breezy day and lots of people stood around the arena to
listen to our efforts. We were delighted to have playing with us today our two latest recruits, Megan who
has been with us for around three months and Skye, who has only been with us for three weeks. Sitting
on the back row of the cornets, they both played four of the pieces used today and provided additional
percussion for the rest of the programme.
The Development Band aims to supply the brass players of the future and by performing regularly in
public this helps to build their confidence and experience. As well as working on the music, we also
emphasise the need for deportment, what it means to be part of a team and how to prepare for a
performance. For instance, knowing we were playing outdoors today we had spent time in the preceding
rehearsal showing the players how to peg their music to the stand to prevent it from being blown away in
the breeze.
The group are now taking a summer break and rehearsals will resume on Thursday 18th August at 7:00
p.m. We are still looking for more volunteers from the senior band to help with the teaching. We have a
waiting list of new learners and we have instruments available. What we desperately need is someone
who can commit to coming along each week to teach the basics of playing a brass instrument. If you are
interested please contact Keith, Steph or Sam.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Saturday 16th July
Bradfest - New Bradwell

The third engagement of the day saw the senior Band performing at the “Bradfest” music event held in
the recreation ground off Newport Road and supported by the New Bradwell Parish Council. This is an
open air event featuring mostly local talent in a number of different musical styles. The Band had been
invited to be part of the evening and had decided to make it a full band engagement as a thank you to the
people of New Bradwell for their continued support.
There was a small stage set up for the groups that were to follow but it was not large enough to
accommodate the band. Instead we formed up on the grass in front of stage with the basses sitting
down, the percussion set up behind them and the rest of band standing in the form of a V shape. We
were opening the proceedings for the evening and Musical Director Brian Keech had selected a
programme of popular music, encouraging the audience to participate with singing, clapping or even
dancing. We started with “Crazy Little Thing Called Love” followed by “Everything I Do, I Do It For You”.
The Neil Diamond selection was next before the horn section was featured in “Hey Jude”. “The Lion
Sleeps Tonight” was followed by “American Pie” and the last item we played was “Lollipop”. It had been a
good performance and the audience showed their appreciation. We quickly packed away to allow the
next group to start their set.
The other acts featured tonight were “The House”, Georgia Moore, Jimmy Macintyre, “The Shamed” and
“The Zeroes”. The weather was ideal for an outdoor evening musical event and it was great to see so
many people enjoying the entertainment being provided.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report - Keith Jones
Monday 19th July
A quintet of Tug, Karen, Keith, Maria and Lucy played music at the funeral service of Olwen Crisp held in
St. James Church. Olwen had spent all of her life in New Bradwell and had a fondness for the Band and
especially its Christmas traditions. Brian conducted the group through a number of hymn tunes prior to
the service with Helen then taking over on the Church organ. The service was led by the Reverend Nicola
Martyn-Beck and we accompanied the singing for two of the four hymns, “Let All The World In Every
Corner Sing” to the tune of Luckington and “To God Be The Glory”. As the coffin was carried from the
church, the Band played “Sweet Chiming Christmas Bells”, which was one of Olwen’s favourites. The
Church was packed with people paying their respects to a much loved lady and the congregation included
two former Vicars the Reverend Chris Collinge and the Reverend Canon Jo Stoker.
After playing at Olwen’s funeral the band received a donation and a Thank You card with the following
message:
“To Brian and Bradwell Silver Band
Thank you so much for playing at Mum’s funeral service. As you know, having been brought up
in the Salvation Army, Mum loved the Band. In all her 86 years her proud boast was that she’d
never missed hearing you on Christmas day morning, and playing “Sweet Chiming Christmas
Bells” was so appropriate. I’ve had many messages to say how lovely and fitting it was to have
the band play at the funeral so once again Brian thank you.
Graham, Andrew, Jennie and family”
———————————————————————————————————————————————Sunday 24th July
St, James Church
For the last engagement of a busy month an ensemble from the Band provided music and
accompaniment for some of the hymns at the annual Eucharist service commemorating the Festival of St.
James the Apostle. The service was led by the Reverend Paul Smith who had just returned from three
months study leave. Under the leadership of Musical Director Brian Keech, a balanced group of thirteen
players played a selection of hymns prior to the commencement of the service. The opening
congregational hymn was sung to the tune “Austria”.
The Preacher for the day was the Reverend Chris Collinge whose entertaining sermon was based on the
life of St. James. Chris used a shell to illustrate her message and also involved members of the
congregation. The scallop shell, which is typically found on the sea coast in Galicia, northern Spain, served
practical purposes for pilgrims to the Camino de Santiago as it was the right size for gathering water to
drink or for eating out of as a makeshift bowl. The shell functioned as proof of completion as by having a
scallop shell a pilgrim could almost certainly prove that he or she had finished the pilgrimage. There were
also several mentions of Jose Mourinho which grabbed the attention of more than one band member.
The next hymn sung was “Dear Lord and Father of Mankind”. “Amazing Grace” was sung during the
Communion, a little later than had been intended. The Reverend Paul Smith confessed to still being a bit
rusty after his recent break and he didn’t quite follow the order of service that had been prepared.
The final hymn was sung to the tune of “Thaxted”. The service ended and the Band signed off with an
arrangement of the more modern hymn tune “Let There Be Peace On Earth”. The playing had been to a
good standard and some nice comments received from members of the congregation.
After a hectic few weeks which involved many miles of travelling and performing in front of hundreds of
people it was very satisfying to be back home in the heart of the community that supports the Band so
well.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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All Our Yesterdays
We are grateful to our President Peter who found some interesting articles about the Band in the
archives of the Northampton Mercury. The following is a report on an event nearly sixty years ago in
September 1954. We will include more of these interesting glimpses into the past in future editions of the
Bugle.

Northampton Mercury 3rd September 1954

“LEGION STANDARD DEDICATED AT NEW BRADWELL”
Nearly 600 men and women legionnaires took part in one of the
largest and most impressive parades ever held in North Bucks, when
the new standard of the New Bradwell British Legion, Men’s Section,
was dedicated at a drum-head service on Sunday. The parade—nearly
300 yards long, and including 41 other standards from branches all
over the district—formed up at Corner Pin and headed by the drum
and fife band of the Beds and Herts Regiment, marched to the
Newport Road recreation ground, where the drum-head service was
conducted by the Rev. J. O. Snell (St. James’s Church, New Bradwell),
who also gave the address. The Rev. Conway Davies (St. Lawrence’s
Church, Old Bradwell) dedicated the new standard, which was
carried by Mr. A. Osborne with Mr. L. Turvey (entertainment
secretary) and Mr. T. Hulbert (secretary) as escorts.
The choir of St. James’s led the singing of the hymns, music being
provided by New Bradwell Silver Band, who also assisted in the
parade. The Last Post and Reveille were sounded by a bugler from the
Beds and Herts band.
Afterwards the parade marched round the town, the salute being
taken by Dr. J. L. Love (branch president). With him on the saluting
base were Mr. F. Batchelor (county secretary), Mr. A. G, Mallott
(assistant county secretary), Mr. J. Godfrey (branch vice-chairman),
and Mr. B. Stephens (branch treasurer).
The parade was marshalled by Captain L. G. Payne and C.Q.M.S. E.
Baldwin. All those taking part were afterwards given refreshments in
the social club, members of the New Bradwell Women’s Section
making the arrangements.

www.bradwellband.co.uk

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

PAGE 12

AUGUST 2016

Future Engagements
Monday 25th July to Monday 15th August – Summer Break

AUGUST
Saturday 20th August

Bancroft Brass In The Park

8:15pm-9:00pm

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 11th September

Senior Band Soloist Competition

10:30am

Saturday 17th September

Sam & James’s Wedding

TBC

OCTOBER
Saturday 1st October

Evening Concert, Cosgrove Church

TBC pm

Saturday 15th October

Autumn Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

DECEMBER
Saturday 10th December

Newport Pagnell Singers

TBC

Saturday 17th December

Christmas Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

Sunday 18th December

Christmas Concert - Stantonbury WMC

TBC pm

Playing members are asked to arrive at least 30 minutes before the start time shown for the performance.
If you are not going to be available for any of these engagements it is essential that you let Robin or Sam know as soon as
possible and also advise your section leader. We will arrange for deputy players so you must leave your music folder or
make arrangements for it to be collected from you.

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Allen

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:
Quartermaster

Sarah-Jayne Edwards
Fraser Cousins
Jemma Day

Website:

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.cc23@gmail.com
fras@sky.com
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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