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Hi Everyone!
Welcome to the April edition of the Band’s monthly newsletter.
The Band competed in the area contest at Stevenage and were
placed 10th in their first outing as a Third Section Band for five
years, a full report follows. With the contesting season now
behind them the Band are working hard on the programme of
music to be played at the Spring Concert in St. James on
Saturday 27th April. As well as including some exciting new
music the concert will also see the annual awards ceremony
which acknowledges outstanding individual contributions
during the past twelve months. With the Development Band
also playing it should be a great evening.
An updated engagement list is also included in this issue which
shows a promising mixture of traditional venues and some
exciting new opportunities for the Band to be heard. We will
do our best to keep you fully informed on all of these in the
months ahead.
A big “Thank You” to Steph for her contribution to this
month’s issue and as always, I send out my usual invitation for
contributions towards future editions of the Bugle. It doesn’t
have to be just about banding!

Sarah-Jayne

Win An Easter Egg...
...and it couldn't be easier!
Simply send an Email to sj.cc23@gmail.com with the word “EASTER” in the subject line by Monday 15th
April and all entries received will be entered in to a draw, then a winner will be selected at random.
It doesn’t cost anything for you to enter and there’s the incentive of potentially getting free chocolate
out of it. What’s not to like about that?!

Good Luck!!!
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Development Group
The Group has been working hard in their weekly rehearsals on the programme of music they will be
performing as part of the St. James Concert on Saturday 27th April. Easter is later than normal this year
and with most schools starting their holidays two weeks before there are some changes to our rehearsal
schedule during April....
There will be NO rehearsal on Thursday 4th April as the school are holding their end of term disco.
Normal rehearsal on Thursday 11th April with a visit from the Easter Bunny!
There will be NO rehearsal on Thursday 18th April (the day before Good Friday)
Normal rehearsal on Thursday 25th April which is last one before the St. James concert.
The group will then be preparing for their annual solo contest which takes place on Thursday 23rd May.
Following on from the success of previous years we are looking forward to holding our annual
Development Group Solo Competition. Playing a solo is an important part of everyone’s musical journey,
giving the opportunity to improve skills and confidence by allowing the spotlight to be on the individual.
All members of the group are being encouraged to play a piece of music of their own choosing with the
performances adjudicated by an independent judge who will provide written comments on what went
well and what could be improved upon.
The soloists will be competing in one of four sections dependent on their ability and playing experiences
to date. Whether the soloists are experienced or not it is still vital we provide a supportive audience to
make the occasion enjoyable and rewarding for all involved. We do expect that the soloists will have
family and friends in the audience encouraging them in what may be their first experience of performing
a solo in public. We cannot stress this enough and hope that you agree and show your support for the
players of the future. Entry is free and refreshments will be available.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
Saturday 16th March
Area Contest - Stevenage
The 2019 contest of the London & Southern Counties Region of the National Brass Band Championships
of Great Britain took place at the Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre over the weekend of March 16th and
17th. Newly promoted Bradwell Silver Band were playing in the 3rd Section for the first time in five years
with a total of 15 bands taking part.
The Third Section was the first to be held over the week-end and with the draw to decide the order of
play taking place at 9:00am it necessitated an early Saturday morning departure from our New Bradwell
base. This early morning start meant we were unable to have a rehearsal before the coach journey took
us into some unfamiliar territory as we travelled though some nice villages and the not so salubrious
outskirts of Luton.
Arriving in plenty of time the driver was able to park his coach as close to the venue as we could have
hoped for and our secretary Robin went off to take part in the draw. There were a few groans with the
news that we had been drawn to play number 12 out of the 15 entered which meant we that there would
be quite a long wait before we actually got to play. Being drawn early in the last few contests seems to
have helped us as there was not so long to wait for our turn and a bit more time to relax after
performing, but you can’t do much about it, We unloaded instruments and equipment and took it to our
allocated space in the holding area. Then we had the dilemma of what to do for the next few hours. With
the section not starting until 10:00am we were spoilt for choice as to where we could while away the
time. Some members opted to listen to some of the early bands while others went in search of
sustenance at in the nearby Town Centre.
It was an education for me to witness for the first time breakfast being ordered through something
which I believe is called an app where anyone with an iPhone or Android phone can order food and drinks
to their table and pay without leaving their seat (you will probably guess that I am not that clued up to
the latest technologies!).
There was then time to visit a fascinating exhibition in a disused Subway shop to view the plans for a new
Stevenage Town Centre Bus Station, we know how to have a good time! Eventually the Band members
met back together and still had plenty of time to change into our uniforms before finally being
summoned to go through the registration process. When the previous band had finished their
performance we were allowed a very short time to blow into our instruments before the percussion team
went on stage first with the rest of the band following. The Gordon Craig Theatre stage presents a stern
acoustic test, close enough to the adjudicator’s box for balance, texture, detail and stylistic nuance to be
heard clearly. I know it is the same for all bands but to go on stage without the chance of a proper warm
up adds to the tension of playing in a competitive environment.
We were allowed time to settle on stage and once the announcer had indicated we were ready to
perform Musical Director Brian Keech raised his baton and we were off. The basses and euphoniums
started the piece in unison with other instruments joining in as the first movement progressed. It took a
while for the band to settle down and of course there are always going to be blips but it went reasonably
well. The second movement also took a few bars to settle down but there were nice leads by the solo
cornets and euphoniums. The final movement was the March and probably our best one. We had done
the best we could and left the stage quite happy with our performance.
We were then ushered into the area where official photographs were taken, first as a group and then for
individual and family groups. The organisers had insisted that once bands had finished playing they
vacated the holding area as quickly as possible so after changing out of uniforms we took the instruments
back to stow away on the coach. There was then just time to grab a drink before going and listen to the
final band in the section and then await the results. A representative from each of the participating
bands was invited to take their place on stage.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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The announcer took the opportunity to talk about the Child Performance Regulations which had affected
all bands taking part today. This legislation is intended to safeguard children taking part in performances,
sport or modelling as per the “Children (Performances and Activities) (England) Regulations 2014”. It is
not intended to deter children from engaging with Brass Bands, but it is having a negative impact on the
movement.
Organisers of events such as today’s area contest are being put under extreme pressure to obtain specific
licences from multiple LAs with differing forms for events when school aged children take part. Brass
bands have formed the basis of social music making for over 100 years and continue to support the
education and nurturing of young people through a network of volunteers and amateur musicians. This
bureaucracy is causing a barrier to these performances when other similar activities such as sports have
an exemption. He urged the audience to go on on-line to sign the petition “Make an exception for brass
bands to not require a Child Performance Licence” If the petition gets 10,000 signatures, government will
have to respond. https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/242760
The adjudicators were then introduced and invited to make their customary comments on what that had
heard.
Around all the regions Gustav Holst’s ‘First Suite in Eb’ had been a great test of banding basics this year as
the score allows no place to hide. Today’s adjudicators Mareika Gray and Michael Fowles know exactly
what it takes to prepare a band at our level. The age old contest performance adages of confidence,
consistency and control have to be shown right from the opening movement ‘Chaconne’. The
central ‘Intermezzo’ needs to be paced just right to retain its lightness and poise, whilst the ‘March’ has a
noble energy - only allowing a loosening of its dynamic funnels at its close. It all looks and sounds so
simple - but it is anything but. Both said they had enjoyed all the performances but commented on the
lack of consistency over the three movements. The results were then announced. Our friends from Olney
Brass were placed fourth, in third place was Hungerford Town who had performed from the number one
spot, second were Epping Forest and the winners were Chichester City.
We headed back to the coach as Robin went to collect the adjudicator’s remarks and we learned that we
had been placed 10th out of the 15 bands in the section. Although this is a decent placing on our return
to the Third Section some members were disappointed that we hadn’t been placed higher. The coach
journey home was fairly subdued and we soon got back to New Bradwell. So that’s contesting out of the
way for the time being and we can turn our attention
to preparing for a busy programme of events
starting with the concert at St. James on April 27th.
For a contest you rehearse a piece of music for months to be judged on a one-off performance. I am sure
we could all feel we could have played a bit better on the day but if we take on board some of the
comments from the adjudicators we can all improve and continue to make progress in the future.
We say thank you to Brian for his patience during the rehearsals leading up to the contest and to Robin
for his organisational skills. We thank Louis for stepping in to play in the place of Maria whose illness
prevented her from being able to be with us today. A special mention also to Jayden and Daniel, two of
our youngest members who we unfortunately had to be leave out of the playing line up as you are only
allowed to have 25 brass players on stage. Despite this they both travelled to the venue and experienced
what happens at a major contest for the first time. We thank all the parents of the younger members
who travelled with us today to ensure we complied with the Child Performance regulations.
We say well done to
our friends at MK Brass who were competing in the First Section and were placed a
very respectable 5th. Although there were no local bands in this year’s 4th Section Contest there was still
some connection with Milton Keynes as the selected test piece was “Stantonbury Festival”. Written by
Ray Steadman- Allen this music was originally commissioned for the Milton Keynes Brass Band Festival in
the 1980s and used as a set test piece in this popular contest which was held at the Stantonbury Leisure
Centre and Theatre for many years.

www.bradwellband.co.uk

PAGE 5

T HE B R A D WE LL B U G LE

APRIL 2019

Engagement Report
Results:
Third Section:
Test Piece: First Suite in Eb (Gustav Holst arr. Sydney Herbert)
Adjudicators: Mareika Gray and Michael Fowles

1. Chichester City (Rom Stanko)*
2. Epping Forest (Keith Schroeter)*
3. Hungerford Town (Tim Crouter)
4. Olney Brass (Kevin Nicholls)
5. Brighton & Hove City (Matthew Hackett)
6. City of Norwich Brass (Mark Ager)
7. Welwyn Garden City (Duncan Wilson)
8. Crystal Palace (Michael Gray)
9. Regent Community Brass (Chris Bearman)
10. Bradwell Silver (Brian Keech)
11. East Coast Brass (Paul Speed)
12. Tadley Concert Brass (Paul Chapman)
13. Jubilee Brass (Oxford) (Clifford Sadler)
14. Godalming (James Haigh)
15. Hangleton (Richard Baker)
*Top two Qualify for National Final at Cheltenham
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Gordon Craig Theatre
Part of the Stevenage Arts & Leisure Centre, the theatre has a capacity of 501 and boasts a proud
tradition of presenting plays, pantomime, opera, dance and orchestral concerts throughout the year. It is
named after Edward Henry Gordon Craig, an English modernist theatre practitioner who was born in
Stevenage in 1872. The son of the famous actress Dame Ellen Terry, he worked as an actor,
director and scenic designer, as well as developing an influential body of theoretical writings.
As the Brass Band website 4Bars Rest had written, the deadened acoustic of the Gordon Craig Theatre is
more suited to the projection of actor’s soliloquies rather than brass band contests. The evening before
the contest it had hosted the Roy Orbison and the Traveling Wilburys tribute acts with narrative and big
screen action. The following week saw tribute bands for Pink Floyd and Led Zeppelin.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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For those of you with slightly more mature musical tastes you might be interested to know that the
theatre is also the home of a historic cinema organ. Cinema organs originally made music for silent
movies in the 1920s, but when the talkies came they took on the role of solo musical instruments.
Cinema-goers would often find the music of the Mighty Wurlitzer (or Compton or Christie) as exciting as
the films themselves and the theatre organists themselves became stars. In the days before television
Radio and records brought the same thrilling sounds to the home and the music of the theatre organ
became part of everyday life. Most cinemas sold their organs when buildings were being multiplexed or
closed and only a handful of organs remain in cinemas in Britain.
The Christie organ in Stevenage was originally installed in the Carlton Cinema in Liverpool and opened on
June 11th, 1932 with James Bell at the three manual, polished walnut console which controlled 9 units
(10 ranks) of pipes. In 1963 the organ was removed from the Carlton and installed in the ex-servicemen’s
Club, formerly the Regent cinema, Stotfold. By 1984 the Social Club had decided to sell the Christie organ
as permission was being sought to demolish the Regent and in 1987 it was moved to the Gordon Craig
Theatre where it was professionally installed after undergoing some restoration work.
Maybe next year we could have an organist entertain us as we wait for the results to be announced. It
would make an interesting change from listening to brass band music!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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The Day We Went To Bangor - Steph Chappell
With Adam going off to the University of Huddersfield last year I don’t think anyone was surprised when
he said he had auditioned and been offered a front row cornet seat in the Uni brass band. I was surprised
when within a couple of weeks he was moved to the Soprano cornet seat after mentioning he had
experience playing Soprano. Once the band confirmed they would be competing in UniBrass2019 it was
only natural that both my mum (Adam’s Grandma) and I decided that a road trip to watch would be in
order.
The Huddersfield Uni brass band, along with many others, compete in the annual UniBrass
championships. The contest, formed in 2011, to encourage young people to continue participation in the
brass band movement has grown from strength to strength and now has over 22 university bands
subscribed. The location, always at a University, for the contest moves every two years and has been held
in Lancaster, Warwick, York and Wakefield. This year the contest relocated to the University of Bangor.
The contest is split into two sections; The Trophy and The Shield, with The Trophy classed as the Premier
section. The University of Huddersfield Brass Band competes in The Trophy section and has twice been
crowned the overall winners in the past. The day is topped off by a gala concert usually given by a
Championship level brass band.
Each band is asked to play an own choice entertainment programme of music lasting no more than 20
minutes. The bands competing in The Shield section lean more towards theatrics to enhance their
entertainment programme and usually choose music linked to a consistent theme. This makes for a very
enjoyable performance for the adjudicators and audience members. Whilst bands in The Trophy section
may also choose a theme it is usually the music performance that provides the entertainment with may
be one piece providing the slapstick or pomp and circumstance.
UniBrass is very popular and this year was streamed live on Brass Band TV. The streaming was free to
anyone in the UK and included commentary and interviews from both sections.
With the contest starting at 11am it was an early start from my mum’s house near Manchester. The
University of Bangor is in the centre of the town and we struggled to find parking in the maze of one way
streets. After deciding it was easier to abandon the car at our overnight hotel and take a taxi back to the
venue we just managed to find our seats before the compere announced the first band, The Royal
Northern College of Music. The RNCM is world famous for it’s standard of music students and it was no
surprise that the 20 minute programme was performed to a very high standard; they were definitely the
odds on favourite to win.
Three bands followed before lunch, varying in standard and entertainment factor, Universities of
Manchester, Durham and Warwick. The Royal Birmingham Conservatoire kicked off the section after
lunch lead by the famous MD Ian Porthouse. It was a special performance with a rendition of Lonely Boy
in the Mnozil Brass style which had the audience laughing and clapping along. A lone Bass starts the
melody with a very sad young man sat on a chair wearing no shoes or socks. It’s a difficult piece to
explain but if you can do check out Mnozil Brass on the internet/youtube and you’ll soon see why it was a
favourite of the day. It was good to see banding friends Lyn and Carolyn Stoneman in the audience
watching their very talented son Tom play Flugel with Birmingham Conservatoire.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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The Day We Went To Bangor - Steph Chappell
Bands from the University of Nottingham, Bristol and Leeds followed until the penultimate band
University of Birmingham. I had made sure we were back in the audience to hear this band as a friend of
Adam’s and sometime player for Bradwell, Nathaniel, was playing on front row. Their set was very well
played and had a good chance of being up there in the results. However, we were waiting for the final
band of the day – University of Huddersfield.
Looking very smart in black suits, white shirts and bow ties the band took the stage to kick off their
programme with Nordic Polska, a great opener, and showcases the talents of every section of the band.
The traditional march The Champions was next, quickly followed by the entertaining All Night Long. The
flugel soloist played a version of Pie Jesu that was new to me and the rousing finale of Fire had the
audience in rapturous applause.

The University of Huddersfield Brass Band (red arrow points to Adam…)

The one drawback of the day was that the results were held in a completely different part of the
University which consisted of taking a lift up to the fifth floor, walking outside across a foot bridge, up
numerous of steps to an old hall which you could only access from the opposite side the building.
Directions were minimal, it was dark and there weren’t many helpers around to show the way. Anyway,
after the trek we finally managed to find seats in a very full hall and patiently waited through the
hollering and rowdy shouting until the speeches and results began.
There was no doubt in our minds that one of the Music Conservatoires had won the overall competition
but we were really hoping that Huddersfield were the best of the non music colleges and that it would be
a close call with Birmingham. There were of course the individual soloist and section prizes and the
entertainment prize. Finally, it was time for the winners to be announced and in third were placed
Huddersfield, second Royal Birmingham Conservatoire and the winners RNCM. Birmingham were fourth
by just 1 point.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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The Day We Went To Bangor - Steph Chappell
A quick conversation and brief hug from Adam who was off to party the night away in Bangor saw Mum
and I enjoying a well deserved wine with an excellent dinner in the theatre restaurant. We still had a gala
performance by The Tredegar Band to look forward to – our day was not over yet.
Of course the gala concert was amazing with the MD Ian Porthouse engaging the audience with banter
and at times encouraging heckling. The standard of music goes to show why they recently won the
Regional Championships in Wales.
A quick taxi ride back to the hotel took two very happy and weary women back to the hotel in time for
(another) drink at the bar. What a day, well worth the effort and definitely in our calendars for next year.
If you are asking yourselves ‘Did you have a lovely time the day you went to Bangor?’ The answer is a
resounding Yes!

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Dates For The Diary
Saturday 27th April Monday 6th May Saturday 18th May Sunday 2nd June Saturday 8th June Saturday 29th June Saturday 13th July Sunday 14th July Sunday 28th July Saturday 3rd August Sunday 25thAugust Sunday 1st September Saturday 12th October Saturday 19th October Saturday 7th December Saturday 7th December Saturday 14th December Sunday 22nd December -

Spring Concert 7:30pm
New Bradwell Sports Association Fun Day 1:00pm
Yardley Gobion Church Concert 7:30pm
Big Lunch Stony Stratford T.B.C.
Newport Pagnell Vintage Day 12:00pm
Whittlebury Church Concert 7:30pm
New Bradwell School Fete 12:30pm
Ironbridge Brass Festival ALL DAY
Patronal Service am
Blakesley show
Abington Park 2:00pm-5:00pm
Leighton Buzzard Bandstand 3:00pm-5:00pm
Cosgrove Church Concert 7:30pm
St. James Church Autumn Concert 7:30pm
St. James Church Christmas Tree Festival T.B.C
Concert with Newport Pagnell Singers T.B.C
St. James Church Christmas Concert 7:30pm
Stantonbury Sports & Social Club Christmas Concert T.B.C

Please note that the August event at the Blakesley Show is a HUGE event and the one at Abington Park
will involve 3 playing sessions. We need to put on a good performance with a full band for both of these
events. It would be greatly appreciated if you could arrange your summer holiday plans accordingly and
keep these dates free in your diary.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Deputy Publicity Officer
Newsletter Editor:

Orla Howell
Sarah-Jayne Edwards

Website:

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk
“
sj.cc23@gmail.com
www.bradwellband.co.uk

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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