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Welcome to the April Edition and a Happy Easter to you all. Many
congratulations to the Band for the amazing result in the regional
contest. Not only to be playing at the National Finals in September
but to do so as Area Champions is a very proud moment in the
Band’s long history. A report follows and it has been great to see so
many nice comments on the Band’s Facebook page. Great to see
that MK Brass also qualified for the National Finals after coming 3rd
in the Second Section. There is hardly any time for resting though as
Bradwell Band have already begun to work on the programmes for
the two concerts later this month.
The winner of the Easter Egg competition was Maria Belton.
Congratulations Maria! Your prize is on it’s way to you!
Looking forward to receiving your contributions for future editions
of the newsletter!

Sarah-Jayne

Au Revoir
Their appearance at the Area Contest was the last for one of our playing members. John Lee has been a
member since 2010, joining the Band at a time when we were desperately looking to recruit a trombone
player. John came to us with a wealth of musical experience. He started off as a member of a brass band
and moved on to playing in a number of smaller ensembles including Traditional Jazz Bands. He is also a
talented keyboard player, guitarist, singer and compere. As an arranger John has written and arranged a
number of pieces for the Band and has also managed to get some of them published. As well as being a
fine trombone player John has actively supported and encouraged the other members of his section and
has been happy to pass on the benefits of his experience to the the younger members. John has moved
to Lincolnshire although he will still be returning to the Milton Keynes area fairly frequently over the
months to come. We thank John for his time as a member and also for his contributions to the Band’s
library. We wish him and his wife Carol every happiness in their new home and look forward to seeing
him again in the not too distant future.
Luke Colvin is taking a break from his banding activities as he prepares to become a father for the first
time. Luke worked his way through the development group and has played nearly every instrument
apart from trombone before he answered the Band’s call for a bass player. He has served on the
committee and for a time was the Musical Director of the Development Group. We wish Luke and
Louise well and look forward to seeing them around.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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What’s On…? April
Where You Can See and Hear the Band in April
Saturday 21st April
St. James Spring Concert and Awards Evening - 7:30pm

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saturday 28th April
St Nicholas Church, Potterspury evening concert - 7:30pm
Tickets £10 to include wine and light supper.
Please contact Margaret on 01908 542794 to book your ticket and for further information.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
Sunday 18th March
Area Contest Stevenage
The 2018 contest of the London & Southern Counties Region of the National Brass Band Championships
of Great Britain took place at the Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre over the weekend of March 17th and
18th. Bradwell Band played in the 4th Section on Sunday 18th
A total of 18 bands had been declared as entries for this year’s contest and to avoid all of them arriving at
the same time the draw that decides the order of play was split into two groups of nine. Bradwell were in
the second half of the draw so that allowed us time for a rehearsal before setting off for Stevenage.
Overnight there had been snow and it was a bitterly cold morning with a biting wind as members of the
Band met at the school for a warm up and a run through of some of the Test Piece. The coach arrived on
time and having loaded the instruments on board we set off for Stevenage. The main roads were fine but
there was lots of snow to be seen in the fields we passed. We arrived with plenty of time to spare before
the draw took place and eventually Robin who attended it on our behalf informed us that we were to
play number 14. A space had already been allocated for us in the holding area so we were able to unload
the coach and take our instruments inside. We had approximately two hours before we were due to
meet back so members were free to do whatever they wanted. Some chose to listen to other bands
whilst others sought refreshment in the idyllic surroundings of the nearby town centre.
There was time to talk to some friends and past members who were there competing with their current
bands and it is always nice to catch up with them. We met back up at the appointed time and changed
into our uniforms ready for our participation the day’s events. We were duly summoned to the
registration table where our cards were checked and entry tickets date stamped. The percussion team
went on stage first and the Band followed on and got themselves as comfortable as individual nerves and
emotions allowed before the performance started.
There was a confident start and we went through the four movements without too many problems,
remembering most of what Brian had been asking us to do over the past few weeks. Bearing in mind that
it had been six hours since we last had the chance to play and that there are no warm up facilities
available to the competing bands we had done all we could reasonably be expected to do and left the
stage at the end of the performance feeling reasonably happy.
After putting instruments away in cases and divesting ourselves of the uniforms there was time to catch
the performances of the last three bands in our section. It is always interesting to hear other band’s
interpretation of the same piece of music and I did not envy the adjudicators having to decide a precise
order of merit for the 18 performances they had sat through during the course a very long day.
At the conclusion of the playing a representative from each band was invited on to the hastily rearranged stage for the announcement of the results. The adjudicators took their time in their final
deliberations before leaving their tent and being escorted on to the stage. It is customary to ask the
adjudicators for their impressions and each spoke in turn offering a useful insight into exactly what they
had been looking for in making their decisions. For them the first three bands had stood out because of
the quality of the overall band sound but there was also encouragement for all of the others who had
performed today.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
The results are announced in reverse order and even though there is no trophy awarded they start with
4th place which was Hadstock Silver who come from Essex. Third place went to the Great Yarmouth Brass
from Norfolk and they received a large trophy and a small cheque. Second place went to the Londonbased Regent Community Brass which left the winners to be announced. No doubt there was still hope in
the hearts of most of the bands that had not yet been identified as being placed. Most of us have been to
enough contests to know not to hold our breath at this stage, maybe just speculate on what our final
position was. The announcement that the winners of the section and Champions of the London &
Southern Counties Region for 2018 was the Band that played 14th met with a range of emotions. Our
secretary Robin accepted the trophy as members of the Band let their feelings known.
This was an unbelievable result for Bradwell Silver Band and we gathered together in a group to have
some hastily taken photographs with the trophy and commemorative banner. We left the Leisure Centre
and walked the short distance to where the coach had parked and having checked all were safely on
board set off home. There had been more snow during the afternoon and early evening but the journey
was pretty uneventful and we got back to New Bradwell a little bit later than had been originally
expected but thoroughly happy with the day’s events.
I think for some of us we have yet to realise the enormity of the achievement. This is the first time in the
Band’s 117 year history that they have qualified for the National Finals and to do it as Champions is quite
incredible. Significantly of the 28 people on stage today no fewer than 19 had learned to play with the
Band and 8 of these are still in full time education. This goes to show how important it is to teach and
develop our own players to make sure we can continue our proud history.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Engagement Report
Our thanks go to Robin whose organisational skills allowed the day to go so smoothly and to Brian for his
patience in preparing us for this contest. And of course a big thank you to each and every member of the
Band for the dedication shown in playing as individuals and more importantly as part of the group. A
special mention goes to Ben and Peter, two of our youngest members who were playing in their very first
area contest. There will be more challenges to come but for now we can bask in the glow of our result as
we start getting ready for the Spring and Summer season.
We would like to congratulate our friends at MK Brass on their qualification for the National Finals after
coming 3rd in their section. There are a number of former Bradwell players in their Band and it was great
to catch up with them at Stevenage.
Result: 2018 London & Southern Counties Regional Championship: Fourth Section
Test Piece: World Tour (Rodney Newton)
Adjudicators: Sarah Groarke-Booth & John Ward
1. Bradwell Silver (Brian Keech)*
2. Regent Community Brass (Chris Bearman)*
3. Great Yarmouth Brass (Colin Swaep)*
4. Hadstock Silver (Diane Pannell)
5. Cottenham Brass (Peter Mackley)
6. Watford (Ian Graves)
7. Royston Town (Steve Earley)
8. Pangbourne & District Silver (Stewart Lewins)
9. Woodbridge Excelsior (Chris Lewis-Garnham)
10. Bletchington Silver (Sheldon Barwick)
11. Witney Town (Steve Sizeland)
12. Hemel Hempstead (David Edmonds)
13. Abbey Brass (Rob Tompkins)
14. Letchworth Garden City (Tim Welch)
15. Wantage Academy (Nikki Jones)
16. Marsh Gibbon Silver (Chris Johnston)
17. City of Oxford (Dexter Drown)
18. Amersham Community Brass (Paul Fisher)
*Qualify for National Final

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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2018 National Finalists Confirmed
The list of bands who will challenge for National honours in the autumn is now complete following the
last round of 2018 Regional contests on the weekend of 17th/18th March.
Following four week-ends that saw around 15,000 musicians compete for bands from as far afield as
Scotland down to the Cornwall, the full list of challengers is now known.
Fourth Section final taking place on Saturday 15th September 2018 at The Centaur, Cheltenham

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Development Band
Attendances at the weekly rehearsals are averaging around 30 members as we preparethfor the
appearance in the St. James Concert. The next important date after that is Thursday 17 May when they
will be holding their annual solo contest. Every member is being encouraged to play a solo of their own
choosing. More about this in the May edition of the newsletter but please make a note in your diary as
this promises to be a very enjoyable evening.
Although we have a waiting list of youngsters wanting to join the group we are still unable to accept any
new learners as we do not have enough teachers. We have been asking for more help from members of
the senior band without any response. If you are able to commit to coming regularly on a Thursday
evening please let Keith know.
There are some teachers, and some parents, who think that learning to play an instrument is simply a
matter of moving from one Grade examination to the next, and that if you don't do this you can't be
making any progress. This is quite wrong. Certainly the aim of taking an examination is to indicate that
you are making progress. It also gives you something to aim for, a focus for your work, and experience of
playing in front of someone who isn't your teacher or your parents.
There are also a number of vital skills that examinations don't test. One of the most important parts of
being a musician is playing with other people. Keeping in time with others, playing with the same
articulation or tonguing and in the same style as others, playing in tune with others, watching and
obeying the conductor, being able to perform with confidence and panache in front of an audience these are all essential skills for a musician, and none of them are tested by examinations.
So don't allow yourself to get bogged down with examinations. Use them for what they are - simple tests
that give you a target to meet so that you have to work within a given timescale, and that will reassure
you that you are moving forward in some skills at least. And do them when you feel the need - not
religiously every year.
One thing to bear in mind, especially if you are getting quite proficient on your instrument or are old
enough to be thinking about your Sixth Form career, is that grade examinations are now part of the
National Qualifications Framework and are of equal merit to all other qualifications. The grades are seen
as being broadly equivalent to GCSEs and A-levels as follows: Grades 1, 2 and 3 equivalent to GCSE grades
D to G, Grades 4 and 5 equivalent to GCSE grades A* to C, and Grades 6, 7 and 8 equivalent to A-level.
You should talk to your school Head of Music about what this means to your subject choices and,
eventually, your college applications.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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4Bars Rest Headline

“Bradwell Silver strikes gold to take Fourth Section title and
head to Cheltenham alongside Regent Community Brass and
Great Yarmouth Brass”.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Milton Keynes Youth Brass
On Sunday 22nd April Milton Keynes Youth Brass travel to the Warwick Arts Centre to once again compete
in the National Youth Brass Championships. We are proud that so many of our young players are
members of MK Youth Brass and wish Adam Chappell, Toby Dytrych, Adam Hird, Jennifer Avery and Evan
Lovall the very best of luck.. This year the contest is a tribute to musician, arranger and composer Gordon
Langford and the test pieces for Intermediate and Championship sections are both Langford creations.
MK Youth Brass compete in the Intermediate section. Within their 20 minute programme Youth Brass
will perform the test piece West Country Fantasy composed by Langford and to add to the tribute our
own Adam Chappell will perform the Gordon Langford arrangement of the cornet solo My Love is Like a
Red, Red Rose.
The awards are split into Merit, Bronze, Silver and Gold placings and previously MK Youth Brass have
gained every award except the elusive Gold. In senior competitions there is a maximum player limit of 25
but this does not apply to youth bands. It is quite common for 50 players to be on stage during the
performances. Whilst MK Youth Brass can’t quite match the number of players from other organisations
they always give a performance to be proud of and more importantly enjoy the whole experience of
competing. Please join the members of Bradwell Silver Band by wishing all the Youth Brass players and
their MD Phil Devine a successful, fun filled day.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The following article appears in the April edition of the New Bradwell Parish Council newsletter – thanks
to Karen for bringing it to our attention. Locals are being asked to say what their Seven Wonders of New
Bradwell were and see what was first!

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Dates For The Diary
A provisional list of Band engagements for the coming twelve months, dates underlined still to be
confirmed. Other dates are likely to be added to this list.
Saturday 21st April

St James Spring Concert

Saturday 28th April

Potterspury Church Evening Concert

Sunday 6th May

Abington Park Northampton Afternoon Bandstand Concert

Monday 7th May

May Day Fun Day New Bradwell ?

Sunday 3rd June

Big Lunch Stony Stratford

Saturday 23rd June

Milton Keynes Museum Victorian Week-end

Saturday 14th July

New Bradwell School Fete ?

Sunday 29th July

Patronal Service St James Church New Bradwell

Saturday 6th October

St James Autumn Concert,

Saturday 10th November Stantonbury Theatre? (Evening concert)
Sunday 11th November

Remembrance Day

Saturday 17th November Christ the Vine Coffee Hall ? (Evening Concert)
Saturday 15th December St. James Christmas Concert
Sunday 16th December

Stantonbury Sports & Social Club Christmas Concert

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Lawrie

-

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

md@bradwellband.co.uk

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.cc23@gmail.com

Webmaster:

Fraser Cousins

fras@sky.com

Quartermaster

Adam Chappell

-

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

If you’re on Facebook, then visit and “Like” the Band’s page: https://www.facebook.com/BradwellBand
Here you will read the latest news on the Band and also there are many photos and videos to peruse as
well.

www.bradwellband.co.uk

