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Welcome to the April issue and I hope you all enjoyed the Easter
holiday despite the weather?
The Band did well at the recent area contest and you can read a
report on this inside. There is no time for relaxing now as the St.
James concert is just a few weeks away and a whole new
programme is being prepared. The Band’s annual individual
awards will be made at this concert and it will be great to have
another capacity audience, so spread the word!
As always, I welcome any contributions towards further issues.

Sarah-Jayne

And the winner is......
In last month’s issue I offered a prize for spotting a random Easter egg on one of the pages. I had a
number of entries and the winner selected was Louis. I asked for a photograph of Louis with his prize
and his friends couldn’t help photo bombing!
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Area Contest Report
Sunday 20th March saw Bradwell Silver Band travel to Stevenage for this year’s London & Southern
Counties Region of the National Brass Band Championships of Great Britain. Because of the number of
bands in our section it was decided to have a split draw for the order of play. We were to be in the
second half so we had time for a final rehearsal in the school before waiting patiently for the coach to
arrive. The coach firms we have used in the past were all fully booked so we were obliged to hire one
from outside of our area. The driver could be forgiven therefore if he was not overly familiar with the
area but it was a pleasant enough morning to wait on the pavement for its eventual arrival. Loading the
coach didn’t take long and the next challenge was to negotiate the narrow streets of New Bradwell to get
back on to the main road.

A swift and rather uneventful journey ensued and we arrived at Stevenage before the draw for our
section had taken place. The coach driver managed to secure a prime parking space within a short
distance of the architecturally challenged Arts and Leisure Centre. It may have been with it and trendy in
the 1970s when it was first built but it now shows signs of ageing. Robin found John who had driven on
ahead to be our representative at the draw and found that we had been drawn to play number 11. This
was to my mind a decent draw as it meant we wouldn’t have to be hanging around for too long. There
was time for individuals to seek refreshment in the nearby shopping centre and we returned to the coach
five minutes before the time set only to find the rest of the Band had already gone on ahead. Thanks
guys. We located the holding area set aside for us and it wasn’t too long before we were summoned to
the registration desk which this year was set up inside the holding area. From there we were directed to
line up in the corridor outside the main hall. The band that played before us exited in the same corridor
and it was nice of some of them to offer us good luck for our performance. We took to the raised stage
and were relieved to find enough chairs and more importantly for some sufficient music stands.
When Musical Director Brian Keech was satisfied that we were all set he nodded to the official waiting by
the microphone who duly announced that the band drawn eleventh were ready to play. We had not been
allowed even the briefest of opportunities of warming up our instruments and so we had to start cold but
soon got into the music. The performance seemed to whizz past and all too soon we were leaving the
stage ready for the next band to play. We had played well although understandably there had been a few
blips and a missed entry. Our soloists Julia and Fraser played confidently and percussionist Toby got some
well deserved words of praise from one of the on-line live reporters.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Area Contest Report
With another seven bands still to perform there was now a choice to be made how best to spend the
next couple of hours. Most members took the opportunity of hearing some of the other bands whilst
others wandered further afield. Sadly there is a dearth of museums and art galleries in Stevenage so I
ended up in the Old Post Office. This was neither that old nor indeed a post office so I was unable to
collect my pension. it closed some time ago and is now a public house which if you believe its own
publicity offers a “spacious, open plan venue with large windows across the front of the pub which open
up to give a continental feel with pavement seating set out in the summertime”. Who would have
thought that Stevenage could be so exotic?
At the completion of the section the hall came alive as the bands waited to hear their fate. The two
adjudicators eventually left the seclusion of their box and made it on stage. As is customary, they were
invited to make some observations on what they had heard today. Both were complimentary of all the
bands performances and said the standard had been high, even stating that it had been better than in
other areas qualifying contests. They gave an indication on what they had been looking for in terms of
performance and had taken their time in determining the final placings as they realise how important
these can be in terms of promotion to a higher section. They both received warm applause before the
results were announced. As expected we were
not mentioned in the top four and we soon learned that
we had been placed in a very respectable 8th place. Our congratulations go to the bands invited to take
part in the national finals later in the year. Our region has become much more competitive at
Cheltenham - with a victory and two top-six finishes since 2010, and with last year’s representatives
coming 5th, 11th and 16th.
Fourth Section Results:
Test Piece: The Journal of Phileas Fogg (Peter Graham)
Adjudicators: Paul Norley and Philip Littlemore
1. Castleton Brass (Peter Ryan)*
2. Crystal Palace (Michael Gray)*
3. Witney Town (Rhys Owens)*
4. Brighton & Hove City Brass (Matthew Hackett)
5. City of Norwich Brass (Andrew Craze)
6. Snowdown Colliery (Keith Twynham)
7. Letchworth Garden City (Tim Welch)
8. Bradwell Silver (Brian Keech)
9. Bletchington Silver (Sheldon Barwick)
10. Royston Town (Steve Earley)
11. Woodbridge Excelsior (Chris Lewis-Garnham)
12. Pangbourne & District Silver (John Watts)
13. North London Brass (Patrick Dodds)
14. Cottenham Brass (Peter Mackley)
15. Hadstock Silver (Di Pannell)
16. Watford (Ian Graves)
17. Abbey Brass (Rob Tompkins)
18. Wantage Academy (Nikki Jones)
*Top three bands qualify bands for National Final

The Test Piece was enjoyable although something of a stereotypical series of travelogue vignettes
encompassing a round trip from London via, Paris, the Russian Steppes, Vienna, Spain and a curious touch
of Australasia thrown in for good measure. It’s also a work that has caused problems - especially the
elegant waltz, which has either been played at the speed of a pensioner’s tea dance (as in Yorkshire), or
has had the down-beat of a jack hammer (as in Torquay). Each Musical Director did their best in
preparing their band for a good performance and they should all be happy with their efforts today. Our
own preparations were not without drama as we had two cornet players declare that they were
unavailable shortly before the contest. Also the only full rehearsal we had was on the morning of the
contest itself. We went with what we had and did well, who knows how much better we could
have done
with a full complement of players and better attended rehearsals? The result places us in 7 th position in
the current grading tables and we could be in with a chance of promotion if we get a decent result next
year.
Thanks go to our secretary Robin for ensuring everything was in place with the registrations and the
logistics of having everyone in the same place at the same time. Special thanks go to Dave - our own Mr.
Fixit – for building a special stand contraption to hold the wood block. This apparently was the envy of
other bands who wanted to know where you can buy similar! Words of praise also go to Barry and young
Ben who even though not being selected to play today still made the journey to support our efforts.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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News From Other Area Contests
We know that some bands take contesting seriously and it would appear someone stooped to underhand
tactics to try and get a rival band disqualified in the recent Yorkshire Regional Championship. An attempt
to discredit the registration process of Lofthouse 2000 Band in the Fourth Section at Bradford which
involved the sending of bogus e-mails to the Brass Band Players Registry cancelling long standing player
registrations. Thankfully, the matter came to light at the contest where immediate investigations were
put in place. The band performed at the contest knowing that the matter would be investigated but still
subsequently won the Area title. The consequences of the action by persons unknown could have
repercussions for all brass bands as the accredited registries now seek to add further security checks to
their registration systems. All competing bands in the Yorkshire Region have been assured that, as in
previous years, any discrepancies found or allegations made regarding the Yorkshire Championships are
thoroughly investigated and appropriate action taken.
Meanwhile, the band issued its own statement as follows: "Due to malicious and fraudulent actions, we
are saddened to confirm that there was a deliberate attempt to sabotage our performance at the
Yorkshire Area Contest, at which we became Fourth Section Area Champion. This is now a police matter
and has been passed on to their specialist Action Fraud Team. We would like to confirm that we entered
the competition with a full complement of eligible players. The players who had their registrations
maliciously cancelled have had uninterrupted registration with the band for many years. Unfortunately,
part of this malicious act has involved the distribution of bogus e-mails to all bands within the Fourth
Section and also to the Brass Band Players Registry.
It is disappointing that this deliberate act could happen within the brass band community, but as a band
we will not let this turn of events take away the 'shine' of our success and the motivation to success at
the 2016 National Finals at Cheltenham”.
It even made it into the national press with a rather predictable headline, no prizes for guessing which
newspaper!

Stick it up your oompah: Scandal of
email sabotage in brass band contest
Police called in after ‘deliberate attempt’ to discredit musicians
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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What’s In A Name?

At a recent rehearsal we were playing one of the older pieces of music from our library which had been
rubber stamped with the name Bradwell United Silver Prize Band. This prompted the question as to when
the Band rejoiced under this title.
Back in 1901 when the Band was first being formed, one of the more important decisions to be made was
the choice of a suitable name. At that time there were already a number of bands in existence in the
surrounding areas. Some of these were not merely content with using just the name of their village or
town they represented but chose to add splendid sounding words to their title. For instance there was
the Yardley Gobion Britannia Brass Band, whilst Newport Pagnell, Swanbourne, Hanslope and Potterspury
all added the word “Excelsior” to their titles. Excelsior is translated from Latin as "higher", also loosely but
more widely as "onward and upward" and no doubt matched the aspirations of the bands concerned.
There does not appear to have been any with the word Temperance!
The area we now know as New Bradwell was then more often than not referred to as Stantonbury and
this explains some of the suggestions put forward for the name of the new band. Names discussed
included Stantonbury Excelsior Band, Stantonbury St. James’ Band, Bradwell Town Band, Bradwell
Recreation Brass Band and Bradwell United Brass Band. The committee by a unanimous decision chose
Bradwell United Brass Band in acknowledgment that the original membership was being drawn with men
from both Old and New Bradwell.
By 1912 the “Prize” had been added to the title presumably in recognition of having had some success in
a contest. In 1920 the proposal was put forward and accepted that the name should be changed to
“Bradwell United Silver Prize Band”. One of the most common questions asked when we have been
playing in public is to explain the difference between silver and brass bands. The answer is really in the
name only. In the days when brass instruments were cheaper than the silver plated ones, the
term “Silver Band” implied that the band concerned could afford the latter and that somehow they were
a more superior type of band.
This name was retained until 1954 when another change was made. Of the nominations proposed
Bradwell Silver Band received 9 votes, Bradwell Band 5 votes and Bradwell United Band 6 votes.
One of the last occasions that the Band appeared under the old name was at the annual contest in
Aylesbury organised by the Oxfordshire and District Brass Band Association. The conductor on this
occasion was George Crossland who was also taking the Marston Valley Brick Co. Ltd Band.
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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What’s In A Name?

In the early 1970s consideration was given to changing the name again as the plans for the development
of the new city Milton Keynes became known. The Musical Director at the time was Arthur Nightingale
and he said the Band should take all the advantages that the new city would offer. However the proposal
to change the name to Milton Keynes was sensibly declined and Bradwell Silver Band remains as our title
to this day. Mr. Nightingale went on to form the short- lived City of Milton Keynes Youth Band based in
Bletchley.
So there you have it, a brief explanation on the various names the Band has gone under in its 116 years of
existence. The important part has been to retain the name of the local area from which we receive such
great support.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Development Band
The Development Band has been working hard on a completely new programme of music to be
performed as part of the St. James Concert on the 23rd April. They will be playing at the start of the
second half which will be approximately 8:30 p.m. Following that the next important date is Thursday 26 th
May which will see the Development Band’s Soloist Competition. Those of you who were there last year
will know what a fantastic evening of music making we had. Each member of the Development Group will
have the opportunity of playing a solo item of their own choice. We will ensure that every one who
enters will have the chance of individual tuition in the weeks leading up to the contest to give them that
extra confidence in their performance.
At the last rehearsal each member of the group was presented with an Easter Egg, here they are!

We have mentioned before about some of our Development Group also being members of the local
dancing school. In her latest competition Jess was dancing her socks off and was 6th place in solos, 3rd in
place pairs and a marvellous 1st place rock n roll. Well done Jess!

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Message From The Quartermaster
Thought I'd take the opportunity to remind everyone that if you are using an instrument belonging to the
Band to meet other commitments (e.g. playing with other bands), please ensure that you have them
insured. They're an expensive piece of kit to replace if something happens to it. If you are planning on
taking the instrument out of the country please ensure you have permission from the Band’s
quartermaster and have provided proof of the insurance - I have been advised that this isn't too
expensive.
If for whatever reason you have been asked to hand in your instrument for others to
use/cleaning/servicing or anything else please do so, any concerns please have an open conversation
with myself or whoever is the quartermaster at the time.
May I take this opportunity to thank you all in advance for continuing to check you have all equipment
and uniform required for the upcoming concerts over the Summer. Any concerns please let me know as
soon as possible and please do not wait until the day itself - I may not be there to problem solve!
Many thanks - Jemma

———————————————————————————————————————————————-

Milton Keynes Youth Band
As you will know, some of our younger players are also members of the Milton Keynes Youth Band. On
Sunday 17 April 2016 they will be travelling to the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester to
compete in the Intermediate Section of the 2016 National Youth Brass Band Championships. This section
is open to bands seeking a greater musical challenge in the form of a specially selected or commissioned
test piece. Each band is invited to play a programme not exceeding 20 minutes playing time which must
include the set test piece. This year the test piece is ‘Funk Engine’ composed by Ryan Howells. Bands are
awarded a certificate of achievement (Gold, Silver, Bronze or Merit) to indicate their level of playing
within the section. Prizes are awarded to the first three bands in this section. Last year Milton Keynes
Youth were awarded a bronze certificate, this year they would like to go at least one better and will be
aiming for a Silver. We wish them and their Musical Director David Rose the best of luck!
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Future Engagements
APRIL
Saturday 23rd April

Spring Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

MAY
Monday 2nd May

May Day @ The Mill

1:00-2:00pm

Sunday 15th May

Cosgrove Park

12:00-3:00pm

Thursday 26th May

Development Band Soloists Competition

7.00pm

JUNE
Sunday 5th June

Big Lunch - Stony Stratford

TBC

Sunday 12th June

Milton Keynes Museum

TBC pm

JULY
Sunday 3rd July

Grove House Bandstand - Dunstable

3:00-4:45pm

Sunday 10th July

Ironbridge Brass Festival

ALL DAY

Saturday 16th July

New Bradwell School Carnival

TBC

Sunday 24th July

Patronal Service - St James Church

TBC am

Monday 25th July to Monday 15th August – Summer Break

SEPTEMBER
Saturday 17th September

Sam & James’s Wedding

OCTOBER
Saturday 8th October

Autumn Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

DECEMBER
Saturday 10th December

Newport Pagnell Singers

TBC

Saturday 17th December

Christmas Concert - St James Church

7:30pm

Sunday 18th December

Christmas Concert - Stantonbury WMC

TBC pm

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts

Chairperson:

James Lawrie

chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk

Treasurer:

Karen Wilson

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk

Librarian:

Sam Allen

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Publicity Officer:

Steph Chappell

Newsletter Editor:
Webmaster:
Quartermaster

Sarah-Jayne Edwards
Fraser Cousins
Jemma Day

Website:

md@bradwellband.co.uk
press@bradwellband.co.uk
sj.cc23@gmail.com
fras@sky.com
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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