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Hope everyone had a good Easter? Let’s hope the weather starts warming
up soon, eh?
Congratulations to our Red Nose Day Quiz winner, John Gaylor, who was
the first to submit the correct answers. He was presented with his prize of
an Easter Egg at a recent Development Band rehearsal.
To once again repeat my previous requests, I would very much welcome
contributions from any of you on whatever subject you feel would be of interest to our readers.
FYI, the band’s annual Spring concert takes place in St James Church,
New Bradwell on Saturday 20th April. Tickets available on the door.

Sarah-Jayne

News in Brief

Message from Keith

It is with regret that we say goodbye to
Gary and Sue who have decided to leave
the Band. We thank them for their
services and wish them well for the future.
I am sure we have not seen the last of
them!

Thanks to those who passed on comments
about my feature in the last issue on the
Newport Pagnell line. I was interested to
hear from Brian how his Dad, Norman,
used this line when he was living in North
Crawley. Apparently Norman would cycle
to Newport Pagnell and then catch the
train to Wolverton to go to work.

This leaves quite a gap on the cornet front
row and we are actively looking to fill
these vacancies as soon as possible.
We know this is not going to be easy but
hope we can recruit some new faces soon.
If anyone knows of a cornet player or two
looking for a fresh challenge be sure to let
Robin and Brian know.

From another source I was intrigued to
learn how the engines regularly used to fill
up with water at New Bradwell as it was
not easily available at Wolverton Station.
The only exception would be on a Monday
when the water was needed by the local
housewives for their weekly wash day!

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Area Contest 2013—Keith Jones
On Saturday 16th March, Bradwell Band played in this year’s area qualifying contest for The London and
Southern Counties Brass Band Region of the National Brass Band Championships of Great Britain. We
travelled by coach and left New Bradwell at 7:30 a.m. for the usual uninspiring journey, arriving in plenty
of time for the draw to decide the order of play.
With Gary representing the Band at the draw, we were to play 10 th out of the 14 competitors, one band
having withdrawn. Having stored out instruments in the allocated area, we had plenty of time before we
were due to meet back for registration. Some chose to listen to other bands performing whilst others
explored all the delights on offer on a cold and wet Saturday morning in Stevenage.
Happily nobody went missing and we met up to prepare for our performance to the best we could given a
complete lack of warm up facilities. We went through registration with the usual words of
encouragement from the organising committee to “keep quiet”. Several members of the Band were
fascinated by the gentleman wearing a kilt with the usual speculation of what was worn underneath (you
can finish the punch line!).
When the previous band had finished their performance we were graciously allowed a full 15 seconds to
blow into our instruments in a totally unsatisfactory attempt at a warm up. We took to the stage and
were ready to play. After many weeks in rehearsal, we had prepared the chosen test piece “Hollywood”.
Many of us enjoyed the music with its different styles and we knew it would test every band to the
utmost to capture all the detail.
Our actual performance was a bit tentative and there were some uncertain moments. However we did
receive applause for our efforts and left the stage to await our fate. We were then ushered to a
professional photographer who was waiting to take group and individual pictures.
There was time to listen to the last few bands before the announcement of the results. The adjudicator,
Paul Holland, was invited as tradition dictates to “have a few words” and he said what he had been
looking for in deciding the placings of the bands. He went on to say he appreciated how important these
placings are in determining promotion and relegation issues and offered words of encouragement for the
bands that would find themselves dropping down into the fourth section.
We knew we would not feature in the first four places which are announced and had to wait to learn that
we had been placed last of the competing bands. Having only just been promoted to the third section the
next concern was would we be staying there? The answer was yes as several other bands had finished
lower than us on the aggregate markings over three years that are used to decide these issues.
There was disappointment - which is natural - and the journey back to New Bradwell was somewhat
subdued. Hopefully everyone who took part will feel they have derived some benefit from all the work
that went into the contest performance. So let’s look at some of the more positive outcomes. It was
never going to be easy as the music was challenging and we were obliged to make a number of changes
in our playing positions.

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Area Contest 2013 (Continued)
Luke went from euphonium to Eb Bass (and did an excellent job) and initially Maria was moved up to
euphonium with Liz coming in on first baritone. However, in the week before the contest Liz heard that
she was to be admitted to hospital on the Friday for an operation and so we had to have another reshuffle with Maria moving back to baritone and Fraser being left on his own.
The music required four percussionists and for what must be the first time in Bradwell’s history we
managed to field a whole team of people with sticks in their hands. We had Oz on kit, Toby on timps,
Dan moving from cornet to cover the xylophone and glock parts and a debut for James on other parts.
They worked together really well as a team and enhanced our performance. Well done lads.
We should thank Brian for his efforts in preparing the Band for the contest and can only apologise to
him that rehearsals were not as well attended as they could have been.
So the annual ordeal of the area contest is over with and we start to prepare for the engagements to
come over the next few months. Remember, contesting is just a part of what we do and there is always
a next time! I am sure we were not the only band to be disappointed in the results but if you enter
these contests you have to accept the decisions of the adjudicator.
Congratulations to Amersham and LGB who qualified for this year’s National Final to be held in Cheltenham in September.
Full Placings Section 3
Saturday 16th March
Main Concert Hall
Test Piece: 'Hollywood' - Goff Richards
Adjudicator: Paul Holland
1. Amersham (Paul Fisher
2. L.G.B. Brass (Ian Stewart)
3. Wantage Silver B (Danny Dullforce)
4. Cold Ash Brass (Jemma Evans)
5. Waterbeach Brass (David Minchin
6. Hangleton (Richard Baker)
7. Olney Brass (Paul Fensom
8. Norfolk Wherry Brass (Andy Craze
9. Harwich R.B.L. (Antony Sanders
10. Chinnor Silver (David Pegram)
11. Crystal Palace (Mike Gray)
12. Hemel Hempstead (Philip Fisher)
13. Watford (Ian Graves)
14. Bradwell Silver (Brian Keech)
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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All Our Yesterdays—Keith Jones

In 1977, the Bradwell Silver Band were invited to be a part of the production of “All Change” at the
then newly opened Stantonbury Theatre. The story tells the coming of the railway in 1838 and how it
transformed the local area of Wolverton and New Bradwell. Our involvement was not all that much.
We had to pick up playing a folk song that had just been performed, the words of which were :
Hal-an-tow, jolly rumbelow,
We were out long before the day-o
To welcome in the summer time,
To welcome in the May-o,
Summer is a-coming in,
And winter’s gone away.
As recorded in 'The Newport Hundreds' it was customary, towards the end of the nineteenth century,
for bands of children to collect greenery on May Day and proceed from house to house in Wolverton
singing Hal-An-Tow, a traditional May Day processional song. These words have been sung for so many
centuries that some of the original words have been forgotten; “hal-an-tow” may be “heel and toe,”
but “rumbelow” is a term for sung nonsense syllables like “la, la, la,” and apparently replaces some
older words.
Our playing allowed the stage to be prepared for the next scene in the play which depicted Queen
Victoria’s visit to Wolverton. Naturally we played “Rule Britannia” to herald the arrival of Queen
Victoria who incidentally was played by the wife of our then trombone player!
In this photograph the band is being conducted by Dave Webb. Closest to the camera is Denis Taplin
and next to him Bill Teagle. You should be able to pick out a young Clive on cornet. Keith was also
playing but having been promoted to play the bass drum was sitting just out of shot.
*Photograph with acknowledgement to Living Archive

www.bradwellband.co.uk

T HE B R A D WE LL BU GL E

PAGE 5

A P RI L 20 13

Future Engagements
April 2013
Sat 20th

Concert @ St James Church

7.30pm

May 2013
Mon 6th
Sun 19th

May Day @ the Mill
Solo Competition @ New Bradwell School

pm
10.30am

June 2013
Sun 2nd
Sat 8th

Big Lunch @ Stony Stratford
Stony Stratford Riverside

11.30am
pm

July 2013
Sat 6th
Sat 13th

Haversham Fete
School Fete @ New Bradwell School

pm
1.00pm

Sun 28th

Patronal Service @ St James Church

am

*There will now be a three week break from
rehearsals. Last practise will be the 18th July
and the first practise back will be 13th August.

August 2013
Sun 18th
Mon 26th

Tiger Moths Rally @ Woburn Abbey
Stony Stratford Fair

TBC
Pm

September 2013
Sun 8th

St James Church

TBC

October 2013
Sat 12th

Concert @ St James Church

www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Contacts
Contact Details
Chairperson:

Gary Morris
chairman@bradwellband.co.uk

Secretary:

Robin Allen

616463

secretary@bradwellband.co.uk
Treasurer:

Dave Sanderson

616357

treasurer@bradwellband.co.uk
Musical Director:

Brian Keech

310959

md@bradwellband.co.uk
Supporters Club:

Lisa Huckle

217429
lhuckle@sky.com

Newsletter

Sarah Edwards

319942

editor@bradwellband.co.uk

Modelling the new uniform for this
coming Summer’s engagements, is Luke!
Taken recently as part of Red Nose Day.

Webmaster:

Fraser Cousins

225772
fras@sky.com

Website:

www.bradwellband.co.uk

Fan Mail
We are happy to learn that The Bradwell Bugle is read far and wide and it was great to hear from a
former member of ours. Some of you will remember Keith Clements and know that one of the Band
trophies awarded each year was donated by him. He wrote:
Hello Robin and all members of Bradwell Band.
I am very pleased to see that you are going from strength to strength
and that the young learners of the past are now taking their place in a
progressive band. It is a great pleasure to read your Bugle online and keep
up with current news.
As you can see by my e-mail address I am now retired and live in Slovakia
with my wife who is Slovak.
Unfortunately we do not have Brass Bands here and so I have taken up playing the Fujara, a traditional woodwind instrument with a very distinctive sound.
I wish you all the very best in your upcoming contest and I know having
listened to snippets of your new CD that you will all perform to a superb
standard having good key players and a very well balanced sound.
My compliments to Brian. To all I say that to play music is a great gift and to share it with others is a great
pleasure.
Good luck to you all
Regards Keith
www.bradwellband.co.uk
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Bradwell Silver Band Membership List
Committee
Chairperson:

Gary Morris

Trustees:

Brin Carstens / Graham Crisp

Secretary:

Robin Allen

Junior Rep:

Sam White

Treasurer:

Dave Sanderson

Members:

Maria Belton

Steph Chappell

Librarian:

Sam White

Louis Wilson

Karen Wilson

Playing Positions

Non Committee Positions

Principal Cornet:

Adam Keech

President:

Peter J Blake

Solo Cornets:

Dan Whitmore

Musical Director:

Brian Keech

Jess Davies

Publicity Officer:

Vacant

Vacant

Magazine Editor:

Sarah-Jayne Edwards

Vacant

Fundraising:

Supporters Club

Soprano Cornet:

Julia Hollis

Quartermaster:

Sam White

Repiano Cornet:

Clive Keech

2nd Cornet:

Sam Allen

3rd Cornet:

Honorary Members

Adam Chappell

Chris Coull

Brian Keech

Alison Drury

Malcolm Hills

David Wilson

Rachel Griffith
Orla Howell

Jim Whyte

Tania Dytrych
Flugel Horn:

Karen Wilson

Solo Horn:

Keith Jones

Adam Chappell

Orla Howell

1st Horn:

Liz Keech

James Fosch

Lucas Chappell

2nd Horn:

Steph Chappell

Steph Chappell

Louis Wilson

Louis Wilson

Daniel Gaylor

Lucinda Gaylor

1st Baritone:

Lucy Bedford

Andrew Hutton

Sarah Hutton

2nd Baritone:

Maria Belton

Toby Dytrych

Tania Dytrych

Lisa Huckle

Ella Duncan

Daisy Roberts

Fraser Cousins

Elis Rees-Kay

Arwel Rees-Kay

Luke Colvin

Debbie Hodder

Casey Brockwell

1st Trombone:

John Lee

Ben Mirfin

2nd Trombone:

Vince Jarjadian

Bass Trombone:

Luca Ianotta

Eb Basses:

Dave Sanderson

Euphonium:

Development Group

The Development Group is open to everyone, irrespective of
age. So if you know anyone who’s been thinking of taking
up a brass instrument, get them to come along. Experience
not necessary.

Jonathan Evans
BBb Bass:

Robin Allen
Vacant

Percussion

Steve Osborne

*If you are interested in these positions, or would just like to
come along for an evening, feel free to contact the Band’s
secretary, Robin Allen

Toby Dytrych
www.bradwellband.co.uk

Presents..........

Spring Concert
@
St James Church, New Bradwell
Bradwell Silver Band will be presenting their annual Spring Concert in St. James Church
New Bradwell on Saturday 20th April, starting at 7:30pm.
The programme of music will include traditional brass band compositions, arrangements
of classical favourites, music from the shows and will feature a number of the band’s
soloists. There will also be a contribution from the band’s own Development Group
All welcome, we look forward to seeing you there!

Refreshments will be available during the interval.
Tickets will be available on the door.
www.bradwellband.co.uk

www.bradwellband.co.uk

See respective websites for opening times.

